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N abeidument! of the hiſtorical Books of 
the old and new T eſtament was com- 
vited it French by a noted writer of the laſt 
century, and publiſned under the borrowed 
name of umone. It is written in a plain, 
eaſy ſtile, ſuitable to the fubject, and formed 
upon a plan, judieieuſſy chofen, as it feerns, 
to initiate youth in the early knowledge of 
holy Scripture, 'and well calculated to point 
out a method of reading the facred 2 
wich advantage: the 5 is ya 
into Paragraphs, and the Paragraphs are con- 
cluded with ſuch moral 1 in ive re- 
flections, as are ſuggeſted chiefly by hr ro 
Fathers to render the ſubject more intelli 
ble and uſeful, . A werk of this Kind in 
Engliſh language had been frequently called 
FOR and in * that call a tranfla- 
2 tion 
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Non of the French hiſtorical abridgment was 
beg un, under the encouragement e a liberal 
> racious Patronage. The tranſlator had 
not far advanced in his undertaking, before 
he ae that the author's intended bre- 
vity ha ade performance in many 
parts TE 51 obſcure; and that, to 
þ robe any tolerably clear and — 
account of the ſacred Hiſtory, the rules of 
tranſlation were to be ſet aſide, and the Text 
itſelf more cloſely attended to. It likewiſe 
| appeared upon a nearer examination, that 
the compiler in ſome of his refletions had 
not leſs ſtudiouſly flattered his friendꝭ of 
Port- royal, than he had been partially ſevtre 
4 in others upon the Dignitaries of the Church, 
1 ü and i in many of his paſſages had given ſuch a 
turn to the thought and expreſſion” of the 
Fathers, as was more calculated to ſupport 
„ "an emtlyikaltic ſyſtem of Theology, than to 
1 _ promote | the! intereſt of true piety. This 
| "ſeemed totally foreign to the purpoſe of an 
Engliſtyreader, and an alteration was there- 
| Ki fore judged expedient, that the inſtruction 
: might be rendered more 1 and the 
en leſs) ebenen Nn l 
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In. the bittoricl account, which: is — 
| given of the inſpired writings, the thread of 
: e BAFFACION is eee and _ 
| 15 rie 
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tried on wich 68 Grp in „as the na- 


ture of the work will allow. Facts are related 
as they occur, according to the order f 


times in which they happened, and not ac- 
cording to the arrangement of books, as they 
ſtand in the common Bible. From the. ere- 
ation of the world to the coming of our 
bleſſed Saviour the beſt Chronologitts reckon 
four thouſand years, which they divide into 


ſix unequal periods, called ages. This com- 


putation of years is — marked at the 
head of each Paragraph, and this diviſion of 
time into ages is regularly obſerved, as a re- 
lief to the reader's. memory, in helping him 
to e retain, the n of TR 
enn SPST 447 LE 5 
- che 6 „% ge difk 


r he reader i oddabaldly tre d that 


man facts are related from thoſe Books, | 


which in the Engliſh Bible are not ſtyled 
Canonical, tho accounted Holy. How, or 


by what: authority ſome Books 0 the ered f 


writings. have been received into the Pro- 


"00" Canon, and others left out, is not the 


reſent ſubject of enquiry. Let it ſufnice to 
„that this abridgment was compiled in 

France, where all thoſe Books: of Scripture 

are held to be Canonical, as they are cited: 


in the forty-ſeventh Canon of the third. 


| Goungit of Ga hage, A. D. 397, 
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8 
* „The inn. writings, being pe | 
under — ante of ela | 
_ Ghoſt, contain nothing; but what ia moſt 
certainly true, and are to us an inexhauſtihle 
ſource of Chriſtian knowledge and inftruc- 
tion. A hiſtory, thus dictated by the un- 
erring Spirit of God himſeli, is 0 a lover of 
truth infinitely; more; pleaſing; than any hu- 
man coni can be. Por there, he 8. 
not only fure, chat all the facts are true, he 
moreover finds, that many oſ thoſe facts are; 
expreſsly foretold; long before any mg 
marks appeared of their coming to paſs :- 
is there informed, how: — cauſes art 
rected by the hand of God to concur jo | 
bringing all things by degrees to their ap. 
pointed ends: he there ſees, with what 
derful wiſdom the Creator preſides 
bis works, -how:fweetly-and how powerfully 
he regulages: the ſprings of action; and with 
what certainty be effects his omnipotent de- 
erees, without infringing the exe of 
man's free will: che rewards of vi nd 
the ents af vice, the dangers of 
erity and the adyantages of! afffict 
$ocial and religious duties af public - 
e life; are there —— 
and illuſtrated by enample. Theſe are inte- 
reſting points tu a Chyiſtian reader, and theſe 
Pan's are ſer forth by the indpized 2 
that 
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D R E FA C E. vii 
nntg Mine dic 541 
that ſublime * of fyle, and "FA 
energy of expreſſion, which no modern lan- 
guage can equal, and qa BSE caries 
W EP tos 


.. Difficult Ani is the taſk, a more WY 
rious ſtill muſt be the ſueceſs of an under- 
taking of this kind, where the object is both 


to inſtruct and pleuſe, as far as human capa- 


city will permit, without deviating from the 


ſpirit or from the letter of the divine ori- 


ginal; where the ſenſe of the ſacred text 


be be equally injured by a word too much 
v a word too little ; Where in fine a re- 
7.0 ee deference to the Scripture phraſe 


oregoes the ornaments. of ſpeech, and yet a 
certain flow, with ſome degree of harmony 
in the compoſition, is requiſite to W 


the reader's taſte, and invite his attention. 


However ſhort this Epitome may fall of the 


judicious reader's expectation,” his benevo- 
lence, we preſume, will be the more readily 
inclined to forgive the inaccuracies and de- 
fects he meets with, when he is candidly 
aſſured, that no other than his improvement 
in Chriſtian knowledge, to the greater glory 
of God, is the true ende and r ik 7% 
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Bs, 30. line 14. ' for ſhadow read ſhelter. ä 

N 43.—34. for Jacob read Eſau. tart: 1 * 
09? oe: el 
_ —16, for efe&ed read ee, r 
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4 . been ret eee, n 


£ — "read elated with wine 14s) 41 Ny by 
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$i DN for ui of Peter read ſon . 
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From the creation of the world to the 
Ales, cpr ens A , 
Mears. Ine! + os 7 "2034 10 # cat) © 29: 199 1 
e Moe io ag he 
5 I. The: world it ereated.; Gere 11 06 
er of: f} tr rm not edge rat nag bolkss - 
Xx OD, having decreed to make 4. . 1. n 
the world, as he has, out of "pe , 7 G 6. 
nothing, created in the be- mf E 
ginning a vaſt and indigeſted maſs, as it 
were, of matter without form, dark in itſelf, | and void 
of all that order and beautiful variety of parts, Which 9 
appeared ſoon after. The holy Scripture expreſaly ſays, | 
that almighty God: perfected this: great work in fix days. | 
On the firſt,” after having created the heaven and the (| 
earth, he made the light: on the ſecond.day*he-made , 
the firmament, to which he gave the name of headen: 
on the third he ſeparated the dry land from the waters, 
that were min with it; che waters he collected to- 
gether, and called them the ſea. He then commanded, 
the earth to produce the different ſorts of plants and 
ſruit- trees, with their reſpective ſeed in them, for the 
re- production and increaſe of each in its own Kind. On 
the fourth day, he made thoſe great luminaries, that ſhine, 
in the firmament-of heaven, the ſun, moon, and ſtars; 
ordaining at the ſame time, that the ſun ſhquld . 
over the day, and the moon over the night; that by, 
their” ſtated tevolutions they ſhould alſo regulate, the 


days, che months, and ſenſons.. of the; year. On the, 
fifth day God extended bis creative power from the in- 
1 * Animate 
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animat& ta the animated part of the univerte. From 
the waters he produced an innumerable vari y of crea- 
tures, containing within themſelves the pr* .ciple of life 
and motion ; fiſhes-of various ſize, birds of every 
kind, which he bleſſed, and bade to increaſe and mul- 
tiply, commanding theſe to people the air, and thoſe 
the watery deep. On the fixth day he commanded the 
earth to produce, not plants and trees, as it had already 
dong, but animals and living creatures of every ſpecies. 
He choſe likewiſe on the ſame day to create Man, the 
laſt and wa perfect of all his works: for of ſo many 
excellent beings, which he had formed, Man was the 
only one capable of knowing and of loving his Creator; 
and therefore for Man were they all created. The cre- 
ation being thus- porfected, God on the ſeventh day 
ceaſed from doing any thing more; for which reaſon 
that day was then conſecrated to the divine ſervicg, and 
ointed to be kept holy in futore times. ON 
Such is the account Moyſes has given us of the crea» 
tion, in which-we find no mention made of the Angels; 
but as thoſe pure fpirits do moſt certainly exiſt, the holy- 
Fathers are of opinion, that they were created by almigh- 
ty God, when he ſpoke thoſe words, Let light be made: 
and in conſequence ſaint Auſtin underftands that ſepa- 
ratlon, which God made of the light from darkneſs, 
to expreſs alſo a divifion, which he at the fame time 
made of the good angels from the bad. Thus from 
the firſt exiſtence of the world, and in the moſt-excellent:. 
of his creatures, it ſed the divine wiſdom to let us 
fee, that none can be happy, who ſeparate themſelves. 
from God; that to whatever degree:of preatneſs-or of: 
glory they may be raiſed, they muſt Mil remain ſubject 
to their Creator, ſince nothing can ſereen them, if they 
tranſpreſs, from the juſtice of an offended Deity : there: 
fore, as by the example of the good angels, we are en- 
couraged in that indifpenſable duty of fidelity, which: 
we owe to our Creator, ſo at the remembrence of thoſe- 
fiery torments, into which the rebel angels have been 
thrown, we muſt undoubtedly conelude, that God - 
{its the proud, and gives grace to che humble. A i 
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| 41, Adam pled in he tanbh prod Armin 
TE Gen. 2. | : 


T — * me * being n 15 - 
made complete with all their or- 2 LY 
.naments, * Man, who had been hh e7. . 
formed out of the earth, being moreover 
2 ſpiritual and immortal ſoul, according to the i 
likeneſs of his Maker, God conſtituted him the m- 
— 2 2 and him in the terreſtrial | 
Paradiſe. Paradiſe was the ſeat of all earthly: 
2 garden teeming with deli elights, planted by the 
of God himſelf, and adorned with every produce of na- 
ture, that was pleaſing to the taſte and charming to the 
eye. In the middle of this garden was à tree, called the 
tree of life, and near it grew the tree of the knowledg 
of good and evil. Here it was, that God placed the 
Man, not to be an idle inhabitant or a mere ſpe: 
of the place, but to and work it, as che 
ö ſpecifies. But leſt in the midſt of ſach de- - 
ights he might unwarily Fung ay his divine benefactot, 
on whom he folely depended for the enjoyment of them, 
almighty God reſtrained him in one 2 point, 
and — gave him an opportu wing at once 
his obedience —_— his ae * * 2 — _ 
_ it was an aj ary's 

ſays God, of every tree, that grows 8 8 ME 
that of the know of Sand evil t tha eas 
—_— touch:; or if you * 9-200 

in puniſhment thereof. then 2 all the 

— Paſs in review before Adam; and Adam, 
— — t0 each a name, 
expreſſi of the nature and qualities, which each 
of k bird. and animal was ed of, A ſuch a va» 
riety of living creatures, he ſaw none equal to himſelſ, 
nerwas there one endowed with reaſon, than he took 
ſpeak hie He fell and during his e 
God too out one of his 2 1 5 
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with fleſh inſtead of bone. Adam no ſooner ſaw her, 
but ſtruck at her charming figure, with ecſtacy. cried put, 
This is the bone of my bone, and the fleſh of my Refh ! 
For this reaſon the huſband in future times ſhall leave his 
father and motber:to clave to his wife, and 1 > 
two in ne. f 
In this fr Adam W 5 God/ has n — 
palpable mark of what was long after to happen in the 
_ -fecond: and the holy Fathers tell us, that the myſterious 
. Deep of Adam was à figure of the death of Jeſus * 
| 1 * <roſs.: For then it was, that the Church 
lormed by our divine! Saviour; and theſwater and blogd, 
which iſſued from his gaping ſide, mark the ſource: from 
- whence the Sacraments of the new law derive their power 
to heal and cleanſe out ſouls; This heavenly bridegroom 
having in ſome ſort left his Father in heaven, came in 
human ſhape amongſt us, to unite himſelf eternally to 
-His Church, the ſpouſe he had taken upon earth; and 
baving made us worthy of contracting ſo ineffable an al- 
Vance with him, he moſt truly ſays of bis Church, what 
Adam ſaid en E the fleſh: of wy . and _ | 
TY Oe YORI a 
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. The fall of a. Gan. 3. 


QCARCE. had Adam and Eve begun. 

rr Z a n torenjoy the-delighes iof Paradiſe, 
when the Devil, Who had been already ruined: by his 
ide; reſolved to try his utmoſt malice» againſt them: 
e reſolved to deprive them at once, if he could. both 
| of their happineſs and. innocence. He was galled with 
envy to ſee two creatures, whoſe-low beginning was from 
the ſlime of the earth, thus/bleft and happy in their fide- 
lityto' God, while he, an original inhabitant of heaven, 
Was thrown down into the loweſt diigraee and miferys 
He-therefore began to execute the ruinous deſign, which 
he had formed againſt them, and undertaok to deſtro 
the ſuccesding race of mankind in the very root. For 
| e b 5 1 


TER 


U * . 2 *# 1 
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animals was the moſt ſubtle : and not doubting. but the 
9 eaſieſt and moſt certain way to ſucceed would be to ſe- 
duce the woman firſt, he thus expreſſed himſelf to her: 
Why has not God permitted you to eat indiſcriminately 
of all the fruits ot this garden? He has, replied Eve: 
we eat of eyery fruit in the garden except one, and that 
one God has forbidden us to touch, leſt we die. It is 
: not:the tear of your dying, anſwered the Serpent; it is 
the apprehenſion of your knowing too much, which, has 
induced God to lay* ſuch a xeſtraint upon you; for he 
knows, that by eating of this fruit you will not die, 
but that your eyes will be opened, and you yourſelves 
will become as Gods, like him having the knowledge 
of good and evil. Eve, inſtead of turning away her ear, 
as he ought, from ſuch deceitful language, not only 
liſtened, but was even pleaſed with her ſeducer. She was 
flattered with his promiſe ; ſhe ſucked the poiſon of his 
words into her very ſoul; ſhe looked earneſtly at the 
fruit, and concluding it to be as delicious to the taſte, as 
it was dehghttal tothe eye, ſhe put forth her hand, ſhe 
took it, the eat of it. Thus was Eve gradually led to 
tranſgteis the command of her Creator, and thus did-fin 
enter into the world. For no: ſogner had ſhe- herſelf 
eaten of the forbidden fruit, but ſhe offered it to her 
huſband, and he did alſo eat thereof. Rather than be 
the cauſe of any uneaſineſs to the ſpouſe he loved, he 
choſe, by a ſinful compliance, to renounce-the fidelity, 
which he owed to his Creator, and thereby betrayed a 
wang of that 2 — 2 which Job 
an after times ſo greatly ui ed/apon his dunghill, as 
the Father rea. 
This, is tue tranfgrefion; of which death, and all the 
train of human mileries, is the fatal conſequence, This 
is the ſin tomenormous in its guilt for words to 
fince in the father it ruined his whole. poſterity. Sprung 
from rebellious parents, we are born the ſlaves of Satan ; 
ſhould we have ever had the poſſibility of recovering 
forfeited inheritance, had not God himſelf become 
dur deliverer. The greatneſs of ſo unmerited a mercy, 
ought never to be forgotten by us; as on the one hand 
* | — it 


— * the garden; it was no longer: the voice of glad- 
2 


— 


„ err or rns _ acre. 


it eballeoges our moſt gratefol acknowledgments to God 
Fo on the other it — us to be always upon our 


guard againſtevery temptation ef the old ſerpent. That 


malicious enemy of mankind fill remembers, and ſtill 
: {es the ſame wiles, that ſacceeded once ſo well with 
Aim in Paradiſe. By a thouſand ways he daily tries to 
perſuade us, that we may innocently follow our own in- 
clinations, even againſt the expreſs commands of God 
«our Creator. But as Eve by experience found the threats 
of God to be as certain, as the promiſes of the ſerpent 
were deceitful, fo we always ſhould remember, that God 


4s ſtill as unchangeable, as he was then, in the commands 


He gives; and that the ſpecious interpretations we may 
de tempted to make, in order to elude their force, are 
no more than the artifices of a ſubtle enemy, endeavour- 
ing to impoſe upon the children, as he once did upon 
their parents. | a , 6 . . 


4M. Br. gn of our firſt patents, va- 


Before 7. C. 4000 niſhed the pleaſing proſpect of 
een their * tern Being ſtript of their 


_ original innocence, they for the firſt ume perceived, that 


they were naked, For while their minds were unſtained 
with fin, and the appetite of their ſenſes remained ſub. 
ject to teaſon, they had known no cauſe of ſhame : but 
Mame now followed the inward conſciouſneſs of guilt, 
and made them bluſh at what they had not obſerved 
before: for which reaſon they girded themſetves rund 
with fig leaves, finding a total change was wrought 
within them. What had hitherto been — — 
to alarm and terrify: they heard the voice of God 


it was a ſound of terror in their ears: they ran off, 
and kid themſelves, trembling with fear, among dhe 
thickeſt of the trees. God called upon Adam by name, 


and aſted him, where he was? I heard your voice, faid 


Adam, but was afraid of being een by * 
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of my being naked. Adam mentioned not the real rea- 
fon of his fear, but ſoon found that it was in vain to 
diſſemble with an all- knowing God. Being ſeverely 
reprimanded for his diſobedience, which was the real 
cauſe of his bluſhing and confuſion, he began to excul- 
pate himſelf upon the weak, but cruel pretence, that the 
woman had firſt offered the fruit to him. The woman, 
hearing herſelf thus accuſed, . fought alſo in the ſame 
manner to ſhift the blame from herſelf, and fix it upon 
the ſerpent, that had deceived her. But in a formal vio- 
lation of his precepts, God admits of no ſuch excuſes :/ 


he curſed the ſerpent upon the ſpot, as the prime * | 


moter of the fin, condemning him to creep upon his bel. 
— the earth, and to eat of the duſt thereof all the 
ys of his life ; and concluded by pronouncing his diſ- 
race and final overthrow by the Woman, who in her 
feed ſhould hereafter cruſh his head. He then addreſſed 
- himſelf to the other two offenders, that ſtood before 
him, and ſentenced them both to the moſt afflicting 
penalties, which their poſterity ſeverely feel to the 
| day. He told the Woman in particular, that he 
would multiply her ſufferings ; that in bringing forth 
her children ſhe ſhould groan with pain, and be for ever- 
ſubje& to her huſband's power. To Adam he aid; that 
fince he had 


ſhould produce him briars and thorns ; and that by the 
ſweat of his brow he ſhould earn his bread, until he re- 
turned to duſt, from whence he had been taken. After 


this he cloathed them with the ſkins of beaſts, and to 


make them fill more ſenſfible of their finful folly, he 
ironically exclaimed, behold ! Adam is become like one 
of us; by experience he has now the knowledge of good 


and evil. He never ſhall come near the tree of life, leſt. 


he'fhould be for cating alſo of that fruit, and live for 
ever. God therefore drove them out of Paradiſe, and at 
he entrance placed a Cherubim with a fiery ſword, to 
Prevent their return, TS SW OOTY Qt [899 26 


&f 


efered the woman's voice to the voice of 
God, the earth ſhould be curſed on that account; that. 
notwithſtanding his hard labour to render it fertile, it 


- 
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Thus were our unhappy parents com lied to quit ö 
that garden of delights: thus were they ſent out to be- 
wail their miſery in a deſert land, where they met with” 


nothing but the melancholy marks of their own diſobe<- 


dience. | Their ideas of the happineſs, which they had 
juſt loſt, were freſh in their minds; and having now the 


experience of evils, which in the ſtate of innotence they 


had never known, they could not help —_— a com 
pariſon; between the two extremes. The firſt light of 
natural knowledge was not yet extinguiſhed in them; 


their notions of good and evil were more clear, than any - 


man can now ſorm; the more ſenſible therefore was their 


affliction to ſee themſelves ſo miſerably fallen from what 


they were. Their hearts were ready to burſt with grief 
at the proſpe& of ſo many of their helpleſs children; who 
were eternally to periſu on their account. For having 
once conſented to the fin, they could not poſſibly prevent 
the fatal conſequences of it. However exemplary their 
penance may have been, it could not of itſelf ſave either 
them or their children. The work of their ſalvation 
moreover required: the grace and mediation of à God 
made man, whoſe merits ſhould be equally infinite with 
his mercy. This Jeſus Chriſt has done for them and us; 
and he has done it in ſo wonderful, and ſo plentiful a 
manner, that with the Church we may call the ſin of 
Adam in ſome ſort a neceſſary fin and a fortunate tranſ- 

reſſion. This is the Redemption, which our firſt parents 
— for ; this was the. thought, that comſorted them in 
all their miſeries. did mr [5000 $d- Wen aft 25 159%! 
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$ V. Abel flain by bis brother Cain. Gen. 4. 
4 wat —__— 4. ' | | | | 


A. M. 128, DAM ſoon. after his fall, began 
Before. J. C. 872. 1 & to increaſe his family; the firſt of 

is ons was called Cain, and the 

ſecond was called Abel. Cain ſoon ſhowed himſelf to be 
of a very jealous, temper, naturally rough and violent 

he employed his time in working and tilling the ground. 
Abel was more meek ; his natural turn of mind led him 
Y : to 
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to the more gentle exerciſes of piety in the employment 
of a ſhepberd. Both being inſtructed in the duties of 
religion, they both worſhiped the ſupreme. Being by re- 
ligious ſacrifice ; the one offered to, God the beft and 
the fatteſt of his flocks, the other preſented bim with 
the firſt· fruits and gifts of the earth. But as their offer- 
ings were made with very different diſpoſitions of the 
heart; ſo very different likewiſe was the acceptance they 
found in the divine fight. It ſtung Cain to the very 
uick to ſee the preference given to his brother; his 
ae fell, and a diſcontented gloom expreſſed 
the rancor of his heart. The piety of Abel was the 
great cauſe of his uneaſineſs, and a brother's good qua- 
ties, which he himſelf was wholly void of, ftirred up 
his envy into a moſt violent hatred : it was the beginning 
of what has happened in every ſubſequent age of the 
Church, where the good and virtuous are obliged to bear 
the unjuſt cenſures, and averſions of the wicked, with 
Whom they cohverle. God himſelf was pleaſed to ſpeak, 
in order to gain the heart of that wretched man. He 
aſked him, Why he let himſelf. be carried away by 
paſſion ? Why he was caſt down, and why he fret- 
ted at what did not concern him? Thou art accountable 
only for thy own. actions, ſaid God to him, whether 
good or evil; if they are good, thou ſhalt have thy re- 
ward; but if evil, chou alone muſt bear the guilt of 
thy ſin, "The, divine admonition was withoat its ef- 
fe, For, as ſaint Gregory obſerves, the word'sf God, 
which is fo ſovereign a remedy againſt every other diſtem- 
per of the foul, cures not the fecret wounds of envy : 
when applied to them, it does but exaſperate inſtead: of 
healing. Cain had worked his paſſion up to its full 
height; being bent upon acts of violence, he invited his 
harmleſs and unſuſpecting brother to walk out with him 
into the fields, where he violently attacked and killed 
him upon the ſpot,” Horrid as the action was, the mur-" 
derer Was too hardened in his guilt to be ſhocked at it. 
God ſoon after aſked him, What was become of Abel? 
He infolently anſwered, that he did not know, neither 
Was he his brother's — But to convince him, 
Vs 2 $a 9 Us it ts ww SSRIs - Bf if 2 2 that 
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of being expoſed to the 1njuſtices ot a perſecuting world, 


— 4 ar — 64, 9-00 ae. _— 


| Before J. C. 2444+ 
of the earth increaſed in proportion with the number of 
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that nothing can eſcape the eye of an all-diſcerning Pre- 


vidence, God told him in reply, that the blood mic 


brother Abel cried to heayen for vengeance againſt 


bim; that he ſhould therefore be accurſed upon the earth, 
that he ſhould ſhan the ſociety of men, and live a vaga- 
bond all the days of his hfe ; giving an example to fu- 
ture ages of the vengeance due to all, who ſhall unjuftly 
ſhed their innocent neighbour's blood, or by etmity 
murder him in their hearts. An N 
The holy Fathers 8 OF the death of Abel, as a 
fipure of the death of Jeſus Chriſt, and his ſufferings, as, 
a beginning of thoſe perſecutions, which the faithful in 
all ages were to bear [ned their jealous brethren, ,There- 
fore the true followers of their divine Maſter are not afraid 


— 


knowing that if their ſufferings are great, great alſo wil 


be their reward; and that to repine at the firſt, would de 


to make themſelves unworthy of the ſecond.” © 


A.M. 1366. f on deſcendants of Cain inherited 
L their father's ſpirit, and became a 
very wicked race of men: the fins 


its inhabitants. About the time of Abel's death, God 
had given to Adam another ſon, whom he named Seth, 
and whoſe deſcendants for their piety are in the holy 
Scripture called the ſons of God; till falling in love 
with women of the race of Cain, they alſo were cor- 


rupted like the reſt. In-proceſs of time, their wicked-. 


neſs. became fo. great and univerſal, that ſcarce any re- 


mains of virtue could be diſcoyered in them. The marks 


of original righteouſnefs were either worn away by neg-, 
le, or disfigured by vice. May, the viſible maſter- 
piece of the creation, was fo far degenerated from his. 
firſt ſtate, that he ſeemed a diſgrace even to the creatures, 
that had been made for his uſe and benefit. The Lord 


repented, as the Scripture expreſſes it, and was ſorry for 


having 
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1 made him: he reſolved to ſweep him of the face 
of the earth, and with him all the living creatures, that 
had been made for his ſervice, Amongſt fo many thou- 
s of men, that were then living, only was diſ- 
tinguiſhed for his innocent and ſpotleſs life. Noah was 
this man; who being in favour with his Creator, had 
the happine to. be choſew by him for the reſtorer of a 
aug 215 when the firſt ſhould be deſtroyed. To Noah 
2 ore did God communicate the 9 he had ta» 
hy 2 W the world by an univerſal deluge; and, 
to ſheu/ mercy to him and his family, 
bell ad. him to build an ark, according to the di- 
menſions he then gave him. Noah ſet immediately to 
works, f and was a hundred years in. completing it. ky 
hs eh 5 9e9 ſaw/ the preparations he was making, 
coul 12 ci norant of big deſign : they undoubt- 
edly beard the —.— threat, but did not apprehend, jt 
would fall ſo: heavily: they confidered it as a diſtant 8 
and being wedded to their paſſions, either would not be- 
lieve,, or did not regard it. 
Strange 23 the inſenſibility of thoſe antidilavians may 
appear, it is 90 . than what will again happen in 


the 1 a8, as bleſſed Saviour tells us in his 
As ſpdden! iy . unexpectedly as the delu 
has & judgment will, likew 


likewiſe come 1 the world. 
compadlion ta mapkind, almighty God. threatens — 
— that the fear of of puniſhment 4 make them 
ſtudious to 8 ; for he never 7 but * 
et, en impenitence of ſinners provo 
b anger. He cannot with indifference ſee his 


threats ei bis admonĩtiogs Aer a and his 


mercy a muſt not fancy their num 


Dera, eee Ar warldly power. wall be able. to. 


_ ſcreen 


oy that, their crimes de- 
ee hmmoned — — * 1 


955 8 021 find, that the whole 
Aa will 3 as Joon. em: ſtand againſt the fires of . 
— —— waters * be 55 
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4. 1 L TTHE fatal geren kurt Pahl 12 
. Before J. C. 2344. the earth by water, being at han 
God e eee to 4 ore ty 
© kind of bird and animal, male and female, feven Wh ple 
* of thoſe, that werte clean, and one cou uple ou 4x ren ts as 
were unclean, aud to convey them into t ark With 
Proviſions of all forts fufficient for a 87 AN 
*heſe orders being executed, Noah and his wife, wich 
20 his three ſons Sem, Cham, and Japhet, get their Yiree 
1 2 entered into the ark, and actor to the Scrip- 
4 3 God faſtened cloſe the 9 55 the outſide. 
| t that moment the cataracts of heaven were peed, 
9 N . an inceſſant deluge of rain was poured out with'grear 
k violente for forty days and nights together. The 45 
1 ſoon diſappeared, the ſea Was uo longer diſtinguiſhed 
| any ey 1% the inundation ſpread” itſelf impetuou 
ü above every, thing, till the ſurface of the waters was 
| fifteen cubits higher than the higheſt mountains. Bird 
animals, and men were ſwept away by the 9 an 
lay buried beneath the deep; *Sy excepting wha at were in 
the ark, all periſhed'without Aren he ark in the 
mean time rofe with the rifin . — flood, arid rode triumphant 
over the 1 raging v waters, n did thoſe unhap mor. 
aug 


tals, who had hed at Noah's s prudent forec melt 
bitterly bewail lets folly ; with deep defp — did they 
then ſee themfelves ſwallowed up * an r | wares, 
and the more ſenſibly did = y feel che ſtroke o re. 
ſtruktion, as they rad” rece the Fer in wer 

notice to preyent it. . "_ wde york Virgen 


The holy He W. eRAGted: che ark of Nöch, is 
a figure of debe Chdjch of Chriſt, and in that vie have” 
learnedly commented not only upon the ftatelineſs — 
bulk, but alſo upon the u f. of livin 0 
that were con Roe] within it. e Church, | like hs 
Ark, has triumphantly riſen above the forms, nt have 
been raiſed to depreſs her; by the activity and rigor of of 
gy under f ſhe has carried ſalvayon even to the ex 


wide. 
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mities of the earth, * hil&, by the vocation of the Gen- 

tiles ſue Alembles wi hin her pale à collective body of 

believers from every tribe and nation beneath the ſun. 

This is the refuge, which all maſt flock to, who deſire to 
befaved-;-this'ts the fanAuary; out of which no ſalvation. 

cap. be foun und. For wWhoever Gt not believe; ſays pur 

rd, will eternally p periſh. - Singular hes hab 

Babe the mercy of our Redeemer; who/in preference to 
8 only taken us into Nov boſom 7 his 

hurch, but has moreover given us the grace to 

our happineſs therein: Wien ſuch 922 wk 
K =_ the reſt, been borne down the torrent, 2 


| uged the world with vice and infidelity. By 4 
| Ah ſtroke of Mis ſpecial 4 3 tl 
| cleanfed from ſiu in the witersof Ba e Me Croſs, 
ue hae been reſcaed' from pe J. es his. 
x metits dr ee le. w_ 
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to their ſource, The inundation viſibly decreaſed, and 
In the ſeventh month left-the ark ypon the-top of mount - 
Ararat, in Armenia. The ark K reſted for four . 
months, when Noah being eager to know, whether the 

- waters had ſubſided, opened the window and ſent out a 
crow ©tho'erow, um unclean bird, aud the emblem of 
an abandoned es e e more into the ark: 
but the dove, which was ſent ven days after, not 
finding any place to reſſ ph 1 om flew back; and was 
taken in again. At the end of ſeven days maze, the was 
ſent out a ſecond time, and, in the evening came back, 
with a green oly&branch, in her beak, Which. Noah 
joyfully received, hot on; as a-proof, that the. flagd was 
abated, I-w nber n as gn, God e 
ciled with the wapld. the. at 
looked round . 2 | che wh Log _ - 


left the ſurface of the eazth.quite.dry. By the — 
of God, he then went out of the Cor. he and his wife 


and ſons, and every other living creature with them, 
after they had been ſhut up for a whole year. He no 
ſooner ſet his foot upon the dry land, but erected an al- 


tar, and. offered to God a ſacrifice, in 3 ; 
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of his ſpecial gbodneſb towards him, God was pleaſed 
ith Noah's. gratitude, and; ace his ſacrifice, He 
ä diere him. and his children, telling them to re- people 
he earth, which he n never to curſe again on 
2ceount of the fins of men. I convince them of 17 
care he tadk of their future preſervation, he impreſſed 
an awe and fear of man upon che brute creation, and 
gave to Noah and his ſons a diſcretienary power over 
all living creatures, with permiſſion to uſe them, , as 
they 4 the v bles of the earth, for food an 
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dur | . moreover entered into a ſolemn co- 
enant with the holy Patriarch and his poſterity, and 
aligned. the rain,bow,. as a token of the peace between 
them. When you ſhall, ſee my bow in the clouds, ſaid 
he, be then afured, that I am mindful of the contract, 
and of the promiſe, I have made, never to deſtroy the 
world again. by another flood. And in effect no ſuch 
zeneral calamity ſince that period has befallen mankind : 
the their . heinous crimes have often cried, and ſtill 
a ery aloud. for, vengeance, God nevertheleſs continues 
faithful to his word, nor will his promile ever fail. The 
rain-bow is a landing fign of his mercy towards us, and 
often as that ſign appears, it ought to remind us of 
the gratitude we owe him. For his power is ſtill the 
nor is his arm abridged, tho“ no longer exerted 
vith the ſame viſible marks of . N ib bes 
It is, not imply to the painte „which appears in 
a clouded ſky, that we are to confine our view; it is the 
Church, ſays faint Ambroſe, on which we are to fix our 
attention. Brilliant as the rain-bow. in all its glory, 
the Church ſhoots her. rays of. brightneſs. on every fide 
thro? the clouds, that ſurround her. Thoſe brilliant 
rays ate the various. graces, with which God adorns his 
iponſts; 10h, BIKE her ſhine ſo charming .to the eyes of 
men. Faithful in her duty, ſhe receives them all, as 
os gifts of his divine/goodneſs to her ; ſhe bows to God, 
e author of her greatneſs ; him ſhe adores as the ſitn 
of juſtice, that enlightens and ſets her up, not only as a 
fpn, or as the mediatrix of peace between God and 
e. TOE | | 
er $ U. Chan 
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F Arie 
I. M. 1638, GCAREE had the effects of "God? 
Before J. C. 2342. anger ceaſed upon xhe earth, when 
eee bas there happened ah event; which ſhows, 
what little good is to be expected from man, hen his 
heart is once corrupted, or governed qnly by ſervile fear. 
Of the three ſons of Noah, who had been fo miraculouſſy 
preſerved" from the general wreck, there was one, who 
Marin fit drawn, upon himſelf” the malediction of his 
father, merited alſo that of God inſtead of bens the 
head of a virtuous race, for which he had been preſerv- 
ed, he became the author of a very unfortünate poſterity, 
Noah, ſeeing himſelf it the midſt of a ruined aud dif- 
788500 country, applied himſelf to the works of huf- 
dry, and amongſt other rural employments, plan ted 
the vine. When the time of vintage came, he gathered 
and preſſed the grapes, drank freely of the juice,” and 
intoxication was the conſequence, before he was aware 
of it. He fell aſleep in à poſture, as it happened, not 
decent to be ſeen, and lay uncovered in the middle of 
his tent. Cham, his ſecond ſon, and the father of Cha- 
naan, was the firſt to diſcover him in that ſituation. Fi. 
lial piety, one would think, ought to have prompted him 
to conceal, or at leaſt compaſſionate an aged father's 
diſgrace; but inſtead of chat, he impudenfly laughed 
and diverted himſelf at What he faw.” Nor was that all: 
he ran open-mouthed with it to Sem and Japher, and 
invited them alſo to cothe and join in the diverfion. But 
they, more mindful of the reverence due td a parent, 
threw a mantle over their ſhoulders, and reſpectfully 
turning their faces a different way, covered in their fa- 
ther, what they could not innocently look at. Noah, 
as ſoon zs he awoke, being informed of all, that had 
paſſed, condemned the action of Cham, and pronounced 
the curſe, which his ſon Chanaan was tb inherit on that 
account. * Chanaan, faid he, ſhall be a flave to the 
ſlaves of his brethren 'unts future generations; While 
for their piety, Sem and Japhet ſhall be bleſſed with a 
long and profperous poſterity,” IT Biz 28 14 off Jad 
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This ſtory in the literal meaning of the words, conveys 
a moſt important inſtruction for children to 2 that 
honour and reſpect to their parents, which com. 
mands them, and to be always careful not to laugh at, 
nor expoſe the private failings, they maydiſcover in them: 
but in its figurative ſenſe, according to ſaint Auſtin, it 
inculcates to all Chriſtians a reſpe& for . Jeſus Chriſt, 
their true father, in his ſtate of humiliations and ſuffer. 
ings, The bitter cup of affliction, which his heavenly 
Father gave. him to drink, the fruit of that ungrateful 
vine, which be himſelf had planted, the nakedneſs and 
diſgrace, which accompanied him upon the Croſs, are 
all flrongly marked in the, circumſtances. of Noah's 
ſtory. And tho' few perhaps may be impious enough to 
laugh openly at the croſs and ignominies of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
yet the number of thoſe, who by their worldly condu& 

throw that flight upon their ſaflcrin Redeemer, is not 

very (mall. We in effect laugh at Chriſt ſays the ſame 

holy Doctor, when by our actions we contradict the prin- 

ciples of our Chriſtian profeſſion, we deſpiſe the humĩ- 

liations of Chriſt by indulging the price of life; we 

ridicule in fine the ſufferings and the croſs of Chriſt, by 
ſhowing our contempt of thoſe, who are more profeſſedly 
the followers of his footſteps, and the imitators of his 
patience, h | + 4 


* 
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HE deſcendants of Noah ſoon be- A. M. 1757, 
1 came very numerous: in the ſpace Before J. C. 22492 
of about a fingle century they were ſo ef 
(urprifingly increaſed, that the country they were in, 
was too icanty for their numbers. Being obliged to ex- 
tend their territories, they began to look out for new 
ſettlements in different of the globe Before their 
ſeparation they — ſome monument behind 
them, that 45 make their memory famous in after 
ages, With that view they undertook to build a city, 
and in it to erect a ** the top whereof might 


? 
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reach to heaven. Their intention was not merely 
q to fignalize their name, but to provide themſelves more- 
over with a place of ſecurity againſt any future deluge, 
that might happen. Extravagant as the project was, 
they ſeemed nevertheleſs determined to e it. They 
ſet immediately to work; upon the conceited notions of 
human pride they fooliſhly laid the foundations of their 
own difgrace, and wickedly attempted to raife them- 
ves above the reach of being ſtopt or awed from fin by 
he fear of puniſhment. God fixed his eye upon thoſe 
bufy fons of Adam, looked down upon the tower, 
they were labouring at, and faw oy bent they were 
upon finiſhing it. At that time they all ſpoke the ſame 
language, and thereby encouraged one another in their 
impious undertaking, Full of that thought, they did 
not conſider, from whom they had received the gift of 
2 or that it was as eaſy for the Almighty to take 
, as it was to give. By a ſtroke of the divine power | 
they in a moment loſt their uniformity of accent, and 
were ſurpriſed to hear nothing but a confaſed and diſ- 
cordant ſound of words, which no one underſtood. 
diforderly noiſe and tumult, that enſued upon it, 
forced them to defift, and the tower they had begun, was 
on that account, called the Tower of Babel, or confuſion. 
That tower of confaſion, ſays Saint Bernard, is the. 
figure of all ſuch worldly projects, as preſumptuous mor- 
. tals were to form thro” every age in oppoſition to the 
commands of God, More please with the appearance, 
than with the reality of being truly great, men often ſet 
aſide the ſubſtance of real good, and toil after the ſhadow 
of they know not what. God in this inſtance ſhowed 
his diſpleaſure at the preſumption of men by puniſhing 
them in that ſlippery part the tongue, which was, a 
Milf continues to be, the actiye inſtrument of ſin. That 
diverſity of languages, which then began, and ſtifl 
ſubäds berwe ween nations, is as it were a continual voice, 
that makes itſelf be heard over the whole earth, and inti- 
mates to all, fays Saint Auftin, that the ſhorteſt and the 
ſhreſt way to heaven is not in building lofty edifices' to 
their vanity, nor in forming vaſt projets in the mind, 


but 


but in humbly ſubmitting to the decrees of God; not 
in pretending to elude his juſtice by an obſtinate reſiſt- 
ance, but in endeavouring te deſerve hid mercy. by a 


timely repentance. 


End of the ſecond age. 
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From the vocation of Abraham 2083, 
to the delivery of the Hebrew people 
out of Egypt 25133 comprehending 
the ſpace of 430 years... 


8&4 Vecation of Abraham. 1 


A. M. 208g, PRO M the diſperſion of mankind 
Before J. C. 1917. + into different parts of the univerſe, 
is dated the origin of the different 
fates and kingdoms, that were then formed by their en- 
anger ri, nr Hog, no longer awed by the pre- 
ſence of their Patriarchs; they ſoon forgot the principles, 
and laid afide the practice of the religion, they had been 
inſtructed in. Inſtead of God, men began to worſhip 
creatures, in which they fancied a divinity to reſide. 
A corruption of — 4 almoſt univerſal, and the 
true religion remained but with a few of the deſcendants 
of Sem, and they were chiefly of the branch of Heber. 
Idolatry had begun to ſpread itſelf even amongſt them, 
when God was pleaſed to ſelect to himſelf a man more 
deſerving, than the reſt, whom he deſtined to be the 
founder of a more faithful race, This extraordinary man 
was called Abraham, the tenth in a lineal deſcent from 
Noah, and lived with his father Thare, in Ur, a city of 
the Chaldeans, Here it was, that God appeared and 
imparted his orders to him. Go forth from thy native 
country, ſays the Almighty ; quit thy kindred and thy 
father's houſe, and paſs into the land, that I will ſhew 
thee. Thee I Hype the _ and the head of a - 
t people, and thy name ſha famous amon 
Siem. 1 hoſe, that ſhall bleſs thee, I will bleſs, — 
thoſe, that ſhall curſe thee, will I likewiſe curſe; and in 


thee 
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ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed. Abraham 

ve implicit credit to the words he heard, and imme- 
Fateiy prepared to execute the divine order. He com- 
municated it to his wife and father, who agreed to go 
along with him. He therefore bade an eternal adieu to 
the place, that gave him birth, and began his journey to- 
wards the country, that God had pointed out to him. 
Lot, his brother's ſon, was one of the company, Abra- 
ham advanced as far as Haran, a city of Meſopotamia, 
where he ſeems to have made ſome ſtay. There it was, 
he buried his father ; after which he proceeded in his 
journey towards the land of Chanaan. Upon his arrival 
thither, God renewed to him his former promiſe of put- 
ting him in poſſeſſion of all that country, Abraham 
_ erected an altar upon the ſpot, and adored that ſovereigu 
Power, which bids the empire of nations riſe or fall, as 
it pleaſes to direct. He had not been long in the coun- 
try, before a raging, famine obliged him to leave it, and 
to retreat into Egypt. But whilſt he retreated from one 
danger, he became apprehenſive of periſhing by another. 


The comlineſs of Sarah's perſon, he thought, would 


tempt the men of Egypt to make away with the huſband, 
that they may take the wife. For that reaſon, he deſired 
her to ſay, ſhe was his fiſter, as in effect ſhe might; with-" 
out any injury to truth, The event quickly ſhowed, 

that Abraham was not wrong in his conjectures. For 

the Egyptians no ſooner ſaw Sarah, but were taken with 

her beauty, and deſcribed her to Pharach, their king. 

Pharaoh ſent for her to his palace, with an intention of 
making her his wife; ordering at the ſame time, that 
every mark of civility ſhould be paid to Abraham her 
brother. Sarah was in a very critical ſituation, which 

muſt have ended in her ſhame, if God himſelf had not 
been the guardian of her purity. By the moſt convinc- 

ing proofs of his anger, he made Pharaoh ſenſible of the 

wrong he had done, and that the woman, he had forced 

into his palace, was the wife of Abraham: Pharaoh 

upon this, ordered Abraham to be brought before him, 
and without making him any other complaint, than that 

of his not having at firſt told him, that Sarah _— 
HT W 
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wife, bade him take her, and go his ways. 80 totally 
averſe to the crime of adultery was this prince, altho? 
an idolater, ſays ſaint Ambroſe, and ſo tender was he of 
a ſtranger's honour, with whom he had no other con- 
nexion, than that of his having taken refuge within his 
dominions? '' F lets, EFT, | TY 
Thus it was, that God called to himſelf the man, 
whom he had choſen to be the father of all true believers, 
and ſuch were the firſt proofs he made of the ſteadineſs 
of his faith. He commanded him to quit every advar.- 
tage, which he had been born to in his native coun- 
try, and to go into a foreign land, where at his very 
firſt entrance he had all the hardſbips of a ſevere fa- 
mine to/ ſtruggle againſt, Being again forced to ban 
don the place he had been directed to, he retired into an 
idolatrous kingdom, where, amidſt a thouſand frights, 
he ran a thouſand riſks, without any other comfort, than 
that of having been obedient to Him, who was pleaſed to 
make that trial of his faith, But by experience he was 
in the end convinced, that he had nothing to fear under 
the immediate protection of a God, who knows how to 
turn to our advantage all thoſe —— on ne 


which we patiently ſubmit to, rather give up our 
$ u. Les haver Abraham, Gen, 17. 
BRAHAM ſtaid no longer in E A. M. 2084, 


than neceſſity obliged him: Before J. C. 1916. 
came back into the country, which he | 280 
had left the year before, and fixed his reſidence near 
Bethel. He had not been long there, when he began to 
experience 4 misfortune, which is but too often the at- 
tendant of wealth, Both he and his nephew were poſ- 
ſeſſed of great riches, which conſiſted chiefly in their nu- 
merous herds and flocks. Many ſervants were of courſe 
employed in taking care of them, and where different 
intereſts prevail, diſputes and diſagreements will neceſ- 
farily ariſe. Abraham, who was naturally of a very pa- 
cific turn of mind, being apprehenſive of the evil-conſe-. 
bY quences 
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quences, that were likely to enfue from ſuch domeſtic 
wrangles, judged it the more pradent part to propoſe to 
his nephew a timely ſeparation, before the quarrel Thould 
2 from the ſervants to their maſters.” He went to 
nd out Lot, and begged, that as they were brethren, 
there might be no miſunderſtanding between them, and 
that every ſubje@ of complaint between their ſervants 
might be inſtantly removed. Behold, ſaid he, the coun- 
try is open to your choice ; take the part you like beſt: 
if you chuſe to go to the left, I will take the right; or 
if you prefer the right, I will then retire to the left. 
Diſcreet and friendly was the propoſal, as made b 
Abraham; but on the part of Lot, there appeared nei- 
ther the ſame friendſhip. nor diſcretion, Inattentive to 
his uncle's goodneſs, and inſenſible of the loſs, that he 
was likely to ſuffer by ſuch a ſeparation, - he eagerly 
catched at the offer, that was made him, and ſo blindly 
threw himſelf, as ſaint Ambroſe obſerves, into number- 
leſs perils and misfortunes. For the deſire of a preſent 
advantage ſeems to have excluded every other conſidera- 
tion. Lot fixed his eye upon the country, that lay round 
the borders of the river Jordan. The freſhneſs of its 
verdure, and the richneſs of its ſoil, watered with the 
moſt pleaſing ſtreams, gave it all the appearance of a 
delightful garden. The proſpe@ was inviting ; it ex- 
cited his deſire; it induced him to ſeparate from the 
moſt holy perſonage then living, and to ſettle in the 
midſt of a people, the moſt abandoned and infamous for 
their luſts: he ſettled in the town of Sodom. 2 
From this ſtory, ſhort as it is, ſays the ſame. ſain 
Ambroſe, we may gather two very important inſtructi- 
ons. In the conduct of Abraham'we fee, how very cau- 
tious we ought to be not to enter into any diſpute, that 
may leſſen fraternal charity, and how ſuſpetted ought to 
be the whiſpers of ſervants, whoſe ſe}fiſh views often raiſe. 
complaints and jealouſies of one another. In the ex- 
ample of Lot we diſcover, of what dangerous conſequence. 
it is, for young perſons efpecially, to break off with a 
ſincere and judicious friend: his advice is oftentimes 
more eſſential to their happineſs, than they imagine. A 
100 virtuous 
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virtuous friendſhip is the ſource of bleſſings, which are 
not always attended to: one haſty ſtep inconſiderately 
taken, is frequently productive of evils, that are felt for 
liſe. Tho' I.ot was a juſt man, as ſaint Peter teſtiſies, 
et we cannot but tremble. for. him, when on the one 
and we ſee him ftruggling with difficulties, which his 
imprudence had engaged him in, and on the, other, 

bereft of the only man, who by his preſence either might 
have prevented the evils he fell into, or taught him how- 


to ſurmount them. 17 


$11. Abraham delivers Lot, Gen. 14. 


A. M. 2092. | QOON. after Lot had ſeparated. from 
Before J. C. 1908. 0 Abraham, there happened an event, 
ö which at once 1 the charity of 
the one, and the imprudence of the other. Four kings, 

it ſeems, had united their forces together, and made an 
incurſion into the neighbourhood of Sodom, laying waſte. 
and plundering all before them. In order to make head 
againſt them, the king of Sodom ſolicited the aſſiſtance 
of four other petty princes, who readily. accepted of the 
propoſal, and in one body marched out againſt the com- 
mon enemy: they came to an engagement, were defeat- 
ed, and put to flight. The four confederate kings being 
greatly elated with their victory, and having nothing 
more to oppoſe them, directed their march to Sodom, 
which they took and plundered. Lot ſhared in the com- 
mon calamĩty; his effects were pillaged, and he himſelf 
carried off amongſt the priſoners. Fortunately for him, 
a meſſenger had eſcaped from the field of battle, and 
carried the news of his captivity to Abraham. The vir- 
tuous Patriarch was n afflicted at what had hap- 
ned, and concluding it to be no time for tears and 
inactive complaints, immediately collected all the 
force he could, and armed three hundred and eighteen. 
of the moſt reſolute of his dependants, With that little 
troop he went in purſuit of the victorious enemy; and 
as it was upon the divine power, that he chiefly relied 
| | for 


* 
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fos ſucceſs, God was pleaſed to give a * 
arms, and to crown his courage with. victory. He came 
up with the enemy, attacked and defeated their army, 
which the united force of ſive princes had not been able 
to cope with. Having broken their lines, he purſued 
them in their flight, and reſcued Lot with all the other 
priſoners, that had been carried off from Sodom. 

It was on this occaſion, that he was met by Mel- 
chiſedech, the king of Salem, and prieſt of the moſt 
high God, as the Scripture calls him. This extraordi- 
nary man ſacriſiced in bread and wine, which the holy 
Fathers unanimouſly exhibit as a figure of that wonder- 
ful ſacrifice, which Jeſus Chriſt, the true prieſt accord- 
ing to the order, not of Aaron but of Melchiſedech, 
was to inſtitute and ordain to be performed in his Church, 
as long as the world ſhould laſt. He gave his bleſſing 
to Abraham, and rendered thanks to God for having 

iven him victory over his enemies. The king of So- 

m was exceedingly rejoiced at this unex turn of 
his affairs, and with a due ſenſe of gratitude inſiſted 
upon Abraham's taking home with him the rich booty, 
that he had recovered from the enemy. But Abraham, 
being as diſintereſted in- his views, as he had been ſuc- 
ceſaful in his enter prize, generouſly refuſed the offer, and 
in the moſt ſolemn man ner declared, that of the ſpoils 
he would not take ſo much as a ſingle thread, nor put 
it into any man's power to ſay, that he had — — 
Abraham. 2 e bo & -..: | 

Thus did Abraham, as ſaint Ambroſe remarks, be- 
come more glorious by the uſe he made of his victory, 
than by the victory itſelf. His example is an inſtruction 
to all Chriſtians, that the motive of exerting their cou- 
rage ſhould be always faunded in charity; that a tender 
compaſſion for the ſufferings of others ſhould make them 
active in their relief; that the beſt recompence of a good 
action is the merit of having performed it; and that 
the greateſt glory of a Chriſtian is to have co-operated 
with the deſgus of God for the benefit of mankind. 
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lg V. vr fen of de.. urs, 16.” eat 


. M. ogg, ABRAHAM wicked to be e 
Before J. C. 1905. heigth of his tem poful Felicity ; 
thi 1 an dee great riches was the only 
in to make him eom py. The 
| beg non be had of fo happy an apes er only 
alled by his humble reſignanon to the divine will, and 
that reſignation made him worthy: of the bleſſing, he ſo 
carneftly ed for, Ia a viſion God ly told him, 
be #hould have a fon, tho? at that time was not the 
leaſi probable appearance of it: for Sarah was not only 
barren, ſhe was moreover far advanced in years. - Abra- 
ham was too well principled in faith, not to ſubmit his 
dgment te the divine word; he knew the power and 
veracity of Him, 'who fpoke, to be equally great, fo 
could not form che lea dowbr of the romiſed blefling. 
But te Sarah the time ſcomed faw no fign of 
her having a fon, and her huſban was growing old ; 
ſhe — 2 degged him to take the E ; her 
handmaid, to wife, and thereby conſole — 4 — 
her paſt ſterility. However fingular the 
ſeem, Abraham knew, as the holy Fathers 


— 
3t had its Iamckion from heaven, and therefore don 


conſent. The event did not anfwer Sarah*s « tion; 
for what ſhe intended to be her comfort, becttme à new 
ſubject of uneaſineſs. Agar ſeein herſelf honoured by 
her maſter, began to deſpiſe her miſtreſs, and toſetherfel£ 
above hen. Sarah complained of it 75, oP 
he, to convince her, that he was far from encou 
any ſuch tnſolence of behaviour, adviſed her to exer 
_ anthotiry, and to Wit u the f , which is ab 
from a fervant to her miſtreſs, '' Sar: wanted nothin 
more: ſhe ſtretehed her authority to the utmoſt ; The 
carried her correction te a degrer of harſnneſs and ſeve- 
rity not to be borne with. Agar would no longer fub- 
mit, left the houſe, and Hed of into the wide coun 


ny. There, in the depth of her affliction, ſhe ſat her- 
f 


down near a fountain, where an angel of the Lord 
* 


[ 


— 
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N to her, and, aſked, from whence the came, and 
the was going-,, She anſwered, wh great in- 
terity, that ſhe was flying from the anger of her mif- 
treſs. The Angel commanded her to go-back, to make 
her ſubmiſſion to Sarah, and to reſpeR the juſt authority 
that her miſtreſi had over her. 8 

In this manner did God employ an Angel to bring 
things back into their natural order, out of which the 
hurry of paſſion had firſt thrown, them. He ſaw, as the 
holy Fathers take notice, that the cauſe of Agar's flight 
aroſe not ſo much from Saralr's ſeverity, as from her own 


perverſe, temper: wherefore, without caſting any blame 
upon Sarah, the An dizeged his advice folely to Agar, 


telling ber to humble herſelf at ber miſtreſs's feet, and 
to regain her good graces by a ſubmiſſive and chearful 
obedience, For God, who never breaks through the or- 
der eſtabliſhed by bis juſtice, always. requires, that the 
inferier claſs of mankind; pay à due. deference; to thoſe, 
on whom they depend. No natural abilities or talents, 
however can authoriſe an inſult a any law- - 
ful — erage the: 


the ter the 2 are, we have re- 
ceived from. God, the greater ſhould be our humility and 
our 


itude;; for in the divine fight no man is great, 
but in proportion as he is little in his own, 6 
5 V. Abraham entertains the three Angels, Gon. 18. 
GAR, ſoon» aſter her return; into 4. M. 9107, ½é[0 
4 Abraham's bouſe in the vale of. Before J. K. ugg, 
Mambre; was brought to bed of a ſon, - . - b 
who: was called Iſmael, At the end of thirteen years, 
God appeared again to Abraham, renewed all his for- 
mer promiſes, ant entered into a more expreſs covenant 
with him. He changed his name of Abram into Abra- 
ham, and told him, that his wife, who had hitherto been. 
called Sarai; ſhould hence forward be called Sarah. He 
— — him the law of circumciſion, which he com- 
manded: him and his poſterity to obſerve, as a ſigu of that 


3 


{acred covenant, which 1 2. | 
ond 2 ot 


. duty with him, it ſeems; never to let 4 ſtran 
woeithout offering him hoſpitality, - He ſaluted 
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For he plainly told him, that Sarah ſhould have a foo, - 
whom he would bleſs, and from whom a numerous race 
of kings and people ſhould deſcend. At hearing this, 
Abraham fell proſtrate upon the ground, and laughing 
with joy aſked himſelf, if it were poſſible for a mah a 
hundred years old to have a ſon, or for Sarah to con- 
ceive in the ninetieth year of her age? God repeatedly 

aſſured him it ſhould be ſo, and then left him. In a 
promiſe fo explicit on the part of God, Abraham could 
no longer doubt the event, eſpecially as he ſoon after 
received a further confirmation of it, in the following 
manner. During the heat of the day, he happened to 
be fitting at the door of his tent, and by chance looking - 
round, he beheld three Angels, in the appearance of 
roſe up, 
ſpenſable 
Fer paſs, - 


men, coming towards him. He AP 
and advanced to meet them. It was an indi 


N 


viſiters with all that courteſy and eandid ſimplicity, 
which beſpeaks a good heart, offered them his fervice, 
begged they would let him waſh their feet, and preſent 
them with a refreſhment, Upon their accepting his of- 
fer, he ſtept back into his tent, and deſired Sarah to 
repare three hearth-cakes ; then haſtening to the herd, 
ke choſe out a fat and tender calf, which he ordered his 
ſervant to kill, and dreſs with all expedition. His or- 
ders were ſpeedily performed; and the entertainment 
ſerved up under a tree, Abraham ſtanding the whole 
time, and helping his gueſts" to whatever they wanted, 
When they had done, they enquired after his wife Sarah, 
and he anſwering, that ſhe was within her tent, they aſ- 
ſured him, that by the time they came that way again, 
ſhe ſhould have a ſon; - Sarah was near enough to hear 
what they ſaid, and laughed ſecretly behind the door of 
the tent. Upon that, one of the Angels, addreſſing 
himſelf to Abraham, aſked, what Sarah meant by laugh-/ 
ing as ſhe did? Whether ſhe diſbelieved the promiſe, or 
fancied any thing was difficult to God ? Sarah began to 
be afraid, and denied her having laughed. The Angels 
told hor ſhe had, gave her a gentle reprimand” for her 
"O'S a C 7 vnſincerity, 


is three 
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vafincerity, roſe up, and departed towards Sodom. A- 
braham accompanſed them part of the'ways yr 
The holy Fathers ſeem particularly delighted with the 
virtues, that ſhine forth in the detail of this hiſtory, 
On the one hand, they Tſeem'at*a loſs for words to ex- 
preſs their commendation of Abraham's benevolent hoſ- 
pitality ; and on the other, they difplay all their elo- 
nce in extolling the unaffected modeſty of Sarah. 
ery unlike to many of her ſex, who under the pretext 
of Charity, ſays ſaint Ambroſe, ſeek but an occafion of 
ſhining in public, ſhe} remained private in her apart- 
ment, without ſo much as appearing before the ſtrangers, 
that her huſband was entertaining, From her example, 
every Chriſtian. woman onght 9 adds the me 
Saint, that domeſtic retirement, and the conſtant care of 
her family conſtitute the chief duty of a virtuous wife, 


F vf. Crimes of Sodom,” 


"FRE three Angels diſcourſed in a moſt A. M. 2107, 
familiar manner with Abraham, as 
they went along: they firſt ſpoke of the great bleſſing! 
which from him ſhould flow upon all the nations of the 
earth, and then told him they were going to deſtroy the 
town of Sodom, in puniſhment of its'crimes, that cried 
to Heaven for vengeance; Abraham began to'expoſty- 
late with them, and hoped they would not involve the 
innocent at leaſt with the guilty. His charitable entrea- 
ties ſo far prevailed, as to engage their promiſe not to 
deſtroy the town, provided ten juſt perſons could be 
found therein: but Sodom had them not. Abraham” 
and the Angels took leave of one another: he re- 
turned home, and they went on towards Sodom, Two- 
of them reached the town about evening, and found Lot 
tting at the gate. Lot ſtill retained the principles of 
his virtuous education, and in the midſt of a corrupt 
le preſerved that purity of manners, which he { 
ad learnt from Abraham. He no ſooner perceived the 
o ſtrangers, but roſe up to ſalute them: he invited 


them 
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> his en 49g | prefies them to ſtay all 
— they might be: freſh far, their journey next a5. 
The Angels at firſt ſee A e ſome difficulty 0 
accepting his invitation, and Tall the pe gp would * in 
the open ſtreet. Lot would admit excuſe, com- 
pelled them to enter under his roof, — gave them a 
very. hoſpitable reception. When they had ſupped, and 
were retiring to reſt, a lawleſe croud of the — — 
being inflamed with an unnatural luſt of Gn, ſurrounded 
the houſe, and clamorouſly demanded to have the | 
young. men, that were big iven up to 88 Lot 
was grieved to the heart to fad his thus ex 
an inſult, from which. he was in hopes t hag — 
| 58 under the ſh of his roof, He went out to 
the Sodomites, and by meek entreaties tried to diſſuade 
them: from. their, brutal deſi n. They anſwered his re- 
reſentations with great inſolence of lan uage, bade 
Ria remember, that he was but a ſtranger himſelf, and 
by no means qualified to. adviſe or dire& them. They 
rew exceſſively outrageous, were near forcing their way 
into. Lot's houſe, and threatened: Foe rudeſt violence to 
his perſon, when the Angels put forth their hand to his 
aſſiſtance, and drew him within door, which they 
4 faſtened. againſt the mob, caſting, at the ſame, 
h a miſt upon their eyes, that they could neither 
ſee nor find the way in after. | 
"Like unto this. is the uſage, and ſuch. is the yiglence, . 
which has been frequently experienced by the faithful 
ſervants of God, who live in the midſt of a corru : 
believing world. 'To the ſhameleſs Sodomites, Fund 
of as they were, r in their attempt of break - 
| into Lot's | ſaint Gregory compares N N 
e e Ky _ 1 5 Fe 10225 the fai f ireſt 
characters. urried away, by t ito malevo ence, 
they; are blind to their neighbouz's good qualities, and 
fancy to themſelves defects, which have no exiſtence but 
in the wildneſs of their own imagination. As for thoſe, 
whoſe misfortync. i it is to be thus traduced by the tongue 
of Gander, God is their protector, and 22 _ Angels 


* guardians, . For by the chaiee * 
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prefering virtue to vice, and duty to falſe: friendſhip, 
they ſecure to themſelves à friend in God, who is both 
able and willing to ſapport chem in their atmoſt need; © 
ogy Ent ahnte ot ot SHED arte $0 SL ag to. 
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THE Angels, having thus delivered)“ A. M. £107, 
Lot from the violence of a licenti- Before J. C. 189g. 
ous mob, declared to him the comm.. 
ſion, they had to deſtroy Sodom and its inhabitants: 
they deſired him to inform his ſons and daughters, or 
any other perſons, who were dependent on or connected 
with him, to leave the town immediately, for fear of 
being involved with the reſt of the citizens, whoſe abo- 
minations were no longer to be tolerated, Lot gave 
notice to the two young men, whom he had yo rp for 
his ſons-in-law, and adviſed them to quit the ſinful eity: 
they laughed at his advice, and treated 'it as a mere 
dream. Morniag being come, the Angels preſſed Lot 
to depart with his wife and two daughters; for Lot was 
dilatory, and ſeemingly unwilling to move. They 

therefore took him by the hand, and led him out of 

town, expreſsly cautioning both him and his wife and 
daughters, not to look back, but to retire with all ſpeed 
into the mountain. Lot was afraid of going to the 
mountain, and begged leave to retreat into the neigh- 
bouring town of Segor : the Angels conſented to his re- 
queſt -upon condition, that he would make haſte thither, 
becauſe they could not execute their orders, till he ſhould * 

be in a place of ſafety.” Lot was no ſooner arrived a 
God let fall a ſhower of fire and brimſtone 
upon Sodom and Gomorrha, and two other towns, which 
with all their inhabitants, and the country round 1 
entirely conſumed, Lot's wife; being terrified nt the © 
noiſe, unfortunately forgot the caution, that the Angel 
= her, _ looked _ - the N __ euri- 
was "puniſhed ; was Changed - 
into a pillar of falt, a ves As 99 to thoſe; who ' 
from fear or fickleneſs of mind, ſhall at any time _ 
a9 | . wiſhful 
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wiſhſul look at the ſinful objects, they have once quitted. 
Struck at ſo terrible an inſtance of the divine juſtice, 
Lot 1 to tremble for the fate of Segor, and conclud - 
ed he ſhould be more ſafe in the mountain, that the An- 

el had at firſt pointed out to him: thither he then ha- 
a withehis two daughters, and concealed himſelf 


for ſome time in a cave. 

'Tdus, throꝰ the efficacy of Abraham's prayer, Lot was 
miraculouſly delivered from the ſulphureous flames of 
Sodom ; the puniſhment of that infamous people was 
adapted to the nature of their crimes. The ſtench and 
fury of the flames, kindled for no other purpoſe than to 
Puniſh, gives us a ſtriking figure, according to ſaint 
Gregory, of thoſe eternal fires, - which are reſerved for 
impenitent ſinners in the world to come: yet, dreadfal 
as thoſe burnings are, they frequently are no more con- 
ſidered, than if they were but an empty dream. Senſe- 
leſs, as the ſons-in-law of Lot, men often laugh at the 
threats they hear, and diſregard the danger, that is bang- 
ing over their heads. If that example of the divine ven- 
geance appeared to Lot ſo grievous and dreadful, can 
ſinners ſtand unmoved, and unconcernedly hear Jeſus 
Chriſt, aſſuring them, that the inhabitants of Sodom, 
abominable as they were, will in the laſt day be treated 
with leſs ſeverity than they, who ſhall have heard and not 
profited by his holy word. May Av 


— 


$ VIII. Puniſhment of king Alimelech. Gen. 20. 


A. M. 21% 99 aſter the deſtruction of Sodom, 
Before J. C. 1893. 0 and in the ſame year, Abraham 
quitted his former place of reſidence in 


the vale of Mambre, and removed to the town of Ge- 


kara, in the ſouthern part of the country. Here the 
deauty of his wife expoſed him to the ſame danger from 
Abimelech, that he had once experienced from Pharach. 
Abimelech was the king of Gerara, and had an inclina- 
tion to make Sarah his wife, upon the preſumption, that 
ſhe Was only Abraham's ſiſter. But God, who bad un- 
„ une dertaken 
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dertaken to be the protector of the virtuous pair, eren 
| againſt the attempt of kings, admoniſhed Abimelech in 
the night, that ſhe was Abraham's*wife, and threatened 
him with inſtant; death, if he preſumed. to touch her. 5 
Terriſied at the unexpected threat, Abimelech began to 
plead.the i ede eee his 
ignorance would recommend him to che divine mercy. 
Almighty. God received his excuſe, and aſſured him, 
that on account of his ſimplicity, he had preſerved his 
hands from ſin, nor permitted him to do an action, Which | 
his heart abhorred. It was the dead of che night: Abi- 
melech, was ſtruck: beyond expreſſion at the thought of 
his having been. ſo near the fatal precipice : he ſtarted 
ſuddenly out of bed, called his officers round him, aud 
related to them the whole adventure. He ſent immedi- 
ately for Abraham, to whom he made his complaint for 
having deceived him. For what reafon, ſaid he, did you 
not impart to me the whole truth? and why was I to be 
left in ignorance ? what injury, what provocation had 
you received, thus to expoſe me and my people to the 
hazard of being curſed for an adultery, which as we ab- 
hor, we never intended to commit? Abraham replied, 
that in this he had not acted contrary. to bis uſual cuſtom ; 
that in deſiring Sarah to paſs for his -fiſter, he had not of- 
fended againſt the truth; that being unacquainted with 
their manners, when he came amongſt them, he did not 
know, whether they had any fear of God, and was there- 
fore afraid of being murdered by them, had he moreover 
declared her to be his wife. Abimelech ſeemed ſatisfied 
with his reaſons, gave him back his wife, and made him- 
rich preſents, boch in cattle and in money. In taking 
his leave of Sarah he told her with a ſmile, that he bal 
given a thouſand pieces of filver to her brother, as ſhe. 
called him, to buy her a veil, which he adviſed her to 
wear for the future, as a diſtinctive mark, ſays ſaint Am- 
broſe, of her being a married woman: he deſired her to , 
remember, how her deceit had been diſcovered, and bade 
her be careful, how, ſhe attempted the like again upon 
any other man. Abraham ſpoke in his turn, and finiſh-, 
ed with a prayer to God, who in conſequence thereof 

| 00 
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gene ted Abimelech and his family from the puniſh- 
Which they had othefwite undergone or the ac. 

want of F Sarth. 
Iz) this manner, 5s Siidt Ainbiofe obſerves; did God 
teſtify Bibs Abhöfrenee of adultery. Being che and 
46 welt a8 tlie #utfi6r of daisy. e juniſh- 
ity wa tends to violate its bert), or fo le its 
purity . Atid tho” the effects of his vengeance may not 
be fo ſadden or ſo viſible, as they formerly 
were, yet it is got to be imagined, that his hatred of the 
crime can be lefs now, chan it was of old, or that his 
uniſhmept of it is t6t oſs dreaded, tieetofe lefs viſible. 
The licentiouſmeſs of may make the fil more com- 
mon of Mofe g glaring at 0 Wie, than at another; but 
the jitginents of God ate at all titties u jolt, and 
l to be feared. 


11 | 
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4 M. Sig. Cee bs ch Auer eiomiſe 
Be 7 Xa. 2 Sarah brought forth 100 whom 

his father cenie on the eighth day, 
28 God had commanded, and called him Ifaac, Not- 
with.atiding the diſtinguiſhed rank the held in the world, 
on accbunt of her haſband's wealth and eminent virtues, 


ie fückted her on child, and in that, fays Saint Am- 


bole, has given an admirable exam ple to al ſuch mo- 
thers, Whs upon ſome frivolous peetenee or other often 
ſeek tö exenipr thechſelves from a duty; Which nature 
herteff has impoſed upon them: to nouriſh with — 
milk the tender 6Mspring of her body, ſhould be the x 
and the joy of every mother; and they, who dec Ine 
it, can be conſidered in no better light, than chat of be- 
ing but Half parents to their children, fince at the breaſt 
is imbibed 180 ſtrengthened that mutual love, which 
ſhould fabſelt for iſe bltweeh 4 mother and her "ehtidiren. 
Sarah weaned her ſ6n, when he was of a proper age, and 
Abraham e I a's great joy on the occaſion. t was a 
day of m ard entertaiimetit for the vote fall; 
an 
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and ſtands recorded, as an emblem of that ſpiritual joy, 
which the-paſtors of the Church renden, when 
ſee their tender flock adyance in virtue, and grow | 


4 ceptible of more ſolid food, | Sarah ts — — one of 
r, the happieſt of her ſex; the repr bY 098 ite 
he ity was wiped ny and all the ag; 0 

its united in her. i Tag —— ber 9 — 
ot he increaſed in age, till Iſwael!s 8 im 
ly began do give ber great unegſig 

he been long flattered as an only. * 5 been 75 
is to look pon himſelf, as the preſu . 
e. ham's great riches, NN 7 

n= birth of Iſaac, . A diſappointment of chat .ngture 205 
ut conſequently, affect both | Inge! and his- mother 

ad the joy moreover and partiality, that was ien to 1 


naturally provoked Iſmael's rene nd prompted 5 
Nee 
| ther. Sarah's fondneſs for an only ſon, made her too 
ſbarp-fighted not 40 2 * paſſed between them, 


4 4 and being apprebenſive of uences, , 
iſe Abrabam 40 flop the — at be y turning the han 

vm maid and her ſon out of doors, aſſuring him, that & 

y, andmaid's ſon ſhould never Ran in oe ee et | 
ot · er ſon Iſaac, The er f triarch was MP. Ae 

id, the propoſal, for he loved his ſon Iſmael (4.4 
es, warned by almighty God to act in this matter as 8 

mY ſhould dir rg, he: „he Jook 2 loaf of bread and a battle of wa- 

Jo- ter, which he laid upon * 8 r delivered to her 

ten pee ſon, dae mils gar 3n that Woe con- 

are tion, dered about 

her the wildetne E a —— ws me, , dl her little - 

10- proyigon was conſum diſtreſs became 1 

ine ſhe had no e 4 0 3 er of her- 

be- ſelf or ſon, and © dead, 8] 

eaſt ced her ſon e e a tree — to wait 

ich retiring as A as a bo- = — 4 4 

en. ſhe fat. . on An durnf; 

and 000 and e moſt 9 page 7 

1s'2 heard a voice, 2 e 'N 

ily; a 8 2 Fs an angel commandipg her to 

and Th e 
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take care of IImael, for that he ſhould be the father of a 
numerous people. The Angel pointed out to her a 


fountain, that was near; ſhe was much comforted, the 
_ educated her ſon in the wilderneſs, Who in proceſs of 


time became an expert archer, and married a woman of 
| | £3...44S.. wif BUN od SH BEE Y 15 


Saint Paul exprefoly tells us, that in the picture of 


theſe two ſons of Abraham is clearly repreſented, whit 
was in after times to happen to Chriſt's Church, in 


which the children of promiſe were to ſuffer perſecution 
from their own brethren. Whoever would inherit the 
bleſſings of Iſaac, muſt with him bear the envy and the 


Inſults of Iſmael; far from returning evil for evil, he 
— ought rather to deplore the misfortune of a brother, 


who for his own demerits is for ever baniſhed' from his 


father's houſe. Tt is God alone, who in his wiſdom has 


decreed the one to be born of her, who is free; and ano-— 
ther to be born of her, who is a flave. It is a duty in- 
cumbent upon us, who are free, to thank our heavenly 


Father for the decree he has paſſed in our tavour ; and 


we muſt be ready to ſubmit with Iſaac to any perſecution 
whatever, rather than become like Iſmael, the perſecu- 
tors of our brethren : the wrath of Iſmael was but ſhort, 
the inheritance of Iſaac is everlaſting. E eee OT 8 
S X. Abraham's ſacrifice, Gen. 22. 2s 

A. M. 2145, TSMAEL's baniſhment reſtored peace 
to Abraham's family, and left Iſaac 

- - the indiſputable heir of his father's 
fortune. Iſaac had reached the thirty-ſeventh year of 
his age, according to the Jewiſh tradition, when God 
was pleaſed to make trial of Abraham's faith in a point 
the moſt decifive : He ordered him to take that very 
Iſaac, his beloved ſon, and to offer him in ſacrifice up- 
on the mountain, he ſhould ſhow him. Abraham had 
always looked upon his ſon as a ſpecial gift from God, 
and therefore did not heſitate a fingle moment to give 
him back in the manner, that God required, He hd 
deen 
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been aſfured, that his poſterity ſhould one day become 
as numerous, as the ſands upon the ſhore, or as the 
ſtars in heaven. Stedfaſt therefore in that belief, and 
unſhaken in his hope, Abraham ſtifled every doubt he 
might otherwiſe have formed of the repeated promiſes, 
God had made him: He roſe early in the morning, 
and keeping his fecret to himſelf, went ſilently ou 
with Iſaac and two ſervants. He carried with him the 
wood neceffary to conſume the holocabit,' and dire&- 
ed bis way towards the mountain. Fixt in his refo- 
Jution, he went on for two days, and on the third 
came in fight of the deſtined place of facrifice; He 
told his ſervants to remain at the bottom of the hill 
while he with his fon ſhould-go' up to adore their God. 
Inflexible to the'ſenſations of fleſh and blood, he took in 
his hand the fire and the word, and gave to his ſon the 
wood, that was intended for the ſacred” fire. Charged 
with his load, Iſaac proceeded up the bill, a lively repre! 
ſentative of Him, wbo was afterwards to aſcend the 
mount of Calvary loaded with a croſs,” on which he was 
to conſummate the great work of our Redemption. As 
they were going on, Iſaac aſked his father, where the 
victim was? The queſtion was too intereſting not to 
waken all the tenderneſs of a father's love in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances : Abraham difſembled the ſecret feelings of 
his heart, and with a manly firmneſs anſwered, that God 
would provide the victim. Being come to the appoint- 
ed ſpot, he erected an altar, and laid the wood in order 
upon it; then having bound and placed his ſon Iſaac 
thereon, he took up the ſword, and ſtretehed out his 
hand to ſtrike. The firm obedience of the father, and 
the humble ſubmiſſion of the ſon, was all that God re- 
quired of them. An Angel at the moment was diſpatch- 
ed to ſtop the father's arm, and to aſſure him, that God 
was ſatisfied with the readineſs of his obedience, | The 
Angel called aloud on Abraham : Abraham -anſwered 
the voice, and looking round ſaw a ram with his horns 
93 in the brambles, which he took and offered. 
an h ocauſt for his ſon. 17 einne + ra ; 
Do DER SITY. 14 £538) hy 7. : MO 24882 This 
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This hiftory, Which is ſo: myſterious, and in almof 
every cireum lance fo reſembling the paſſages of our Savie 
our's paſſion, is, according to the holy Fathers, an in, 
ſtruction for all parents to conſult the will, and implore 
the aid of God, mo they preſume to diſpole of their 
children. Notbing leſs than the eternal welſare of their 
ſouls, and the . of almighty God, ought to guide 
their intention, and regulate. their cond 5 Range 
ſpect. Saint ſoſtom more at lar | 
misfortune. of thoſe parents, Who notwit lng de theis | 
Chriſtian. profeſſion, ſacrifice their children, not to God, 
25 Abraham did, but to Satan, either by engaging them 
in the purſuits of a vain, world, * 88 & the 
from the practice of a virtuous life. br 
ly ane, ſays he, who conſecrates his fon 10 2 
thouſands of others turn their children oxer to rg evil; 
and the joy we feel in ſeeing ſame few. us hriſtian 
care of their little ones, is preſently {i ho eos I * gr 
at the ſight of thoſe greater numbers, who total 
that Ys and by the example 72 give, ERA to be 
conſidered rather as parricides, than the ponent e e 
Haan, tt eit ln een a ng ves 299 
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3 xt. Sarah, — 8 ae 


A.M. 2143, JSAAC bei Tree 
Befere ac. 2 by the . order of almighty 
God, who had given him to them in 

cheir old ages: continued to be the cowfort of his mother, 
as long as ſhe ſurvived ; for the, died ſoon aſter, in the 
hundred and twenty-ſeventh- year of her age, and the 
thicty-ſeventh of her motherbood; Abraham fęlt and 
bewoaned her death ; he affectionately paid her the tri- 
bute of his tears, and gave her an honourable interment. 
Being a ſtranger in the conntry, without ſo much as a 
ſoot of land, that he could calt his { own, he addrefled 
himſelf to the people of og leave Fee A lit- 


tle ſpot of ground, wherein he might bury the remains 
of his deceaſed wiſe. The citizens of Geth had * 
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ed a very high opinion of Abraham's merit, whom they 
ſtiled the Prince of God; they begged he would ft up- 
on the ſpot, which ſeemed the moſt ſuitable for his pur- 
ſe, and take it, as a mark of the reſpe& they bore 
him, Abraham thanked them in the -moſt civil terms 
for their offer, but from a principle of generoſity refuſed 
to accept ol it, unlefs they would permit him to pay the 
full value: the only favour he requeſted was theit intereſt 
with Kphron, a principal man of the city, to ſel] him his 
field, in which there was a double cave, that would ſerve 
as a burying place both for him and Sarah. Bphrom, 
who ws pit, immediately made him an offer, and 
even infiſted upon his acceptance of the field; he wanted. 
Abraham had taken his feſolution to accept of nothing, 
but what he paid for: he defired to know, what the field 
was worth ; 1t was valued at four hundred ficles of filver. 
The generous Ephron ſtill refuſed to fell, and urged the 
point of making a preſent of his ground to Abraham: 
Abraham upon that counted out his purchaſe money ian 
preſence of the people, and poſitively inſiſted upon the 
contract being immediately made, and ſigned by proper 
witneſſes ; which being accordingly done, he took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the field, and there interred his wifſe. 

It ſeems not a little extraordinary, that Abraham, to 
whom the poſſeſſion of that whole country had been ſo 
repeatedly promifed, never ſhould have thought of ma- 
king any- other purchaſe, than that' of -a burying-place 
for himſelf and children. The holy Patriarch had his 
thoughts almoſt conſtantly fixt on Heaven: the proſpect 
of an everlaſting inheritance above, gave him a contempt 
of all periſhable things below, and made him look upon 
the earth, only as his place of baniſhment and death; 
and therefore was not defirous to poſſeſs any more of it, 
than what was ſufficient to ſerve him for a grave. 80 
perfectly does this conduct of the Patriarek agree with 
What faint Paul has witneſſed of him, and ſo diſintereſt. 
ed was his attachment to the delightful land of Chanaan! 
How defirable foever that country might ſeem to world- 
ly men, to Abraham it ferved for nothing more, than as 
a mirour, wherein he contemplated that inviſible land, 

| . in 
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in compariſon of which, as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 
all che reſt ĩs but dung and ordure. ) 1, | 4/4 1411 
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EXPATS 0 Honig mnt ed 1 1140: 10 
A. M. 2148. BRAHAM Was 1 
Before J. C. 1852. and the happy ſettlement of his 
ion [aac became the ſerious object of 
his thoughts. He knew, how much the happineſs, of 
man depends upon the woman, whom he takes for his 
par iner im liſe. In the confort, he propqſed for Iſaac, 
he expected more eſſoatial qualifications, than could be 
diſcovered amongſt the daughters of Chanaan; he ſought 
au woman, whoſe-piety might draw down the bleſſings of 
Heaven upon his ſon, at the ſame time that ſhe ſhould 
become his wiſe; and ſuch a woman he thought was not 
to be met with, but amongſt his on kindred in Meſa · 
potamia. Thither therefore; he ſent, Eliezer his houſe- 
hold ſteward, with inſtructions how to act. Eliezer be- 
ing come near to the town-of Nachor, he humbly prayed 
for ſucceſs in his commiſſion, and that by ſome — 4 
ſign he might know the maiden, whom God had choſen 
for Iſaac's future conſort, The ſign, he prayed for, was, 
that of all the young women, who were then coming out 
of the town according to cuſtom, to fetch water from an 
adjacent fountain, whoſoever upon his ſpeaking to her, 
ſhould offer to let him and his cattle drink, her he ſhould 
look upon as the perſon choſen for his maſter. He had 
ſearce ended his prayer, and taken his ſtand near the 
fountain, When behold Rebecca, the fair daughter of 
Bathuel, came in fight. Bathuel was the eighth ſon of 
Nachor, Abraham's ſecond brother. Rebecca filled her 
pitcher at the fountain, and was going off with it upon 
her ſhoulder, when Eliezer aſked: her to let him drink. 
She readily conſented, and moreover offered her ſervice 
to help his camels to drink. The circumitances exactly 
anſwered to his wiſh : by this he was thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, that Rebecca was the maiden, whom God had 


choſen for the wife of Iſaac, and immediately preſented 
| ; "nn 
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her with a pair of bracelets and ear- rings, in token of 
his acknbwledgment for the kind ſervices, ſhe had done 
him. He aſked her, whoſe daughter ſhe was, and whe- 
ther in her father's houſe there was lodging for a ſtran- 
ger? She anfwered, that her father's name was Bathuel, 
that they had plenty of room for him to lodge in, and 
good ſtore of hay and ftraw for his camels. Having ſaĩd 
that, ſhe ran back to her mother's houſe, ſhowed her the 
bracelets and ear - rings, and related her whole adventure. 
Laban her brother went out in haſte to ſee the generous 
ſtranger, found him near the fountain, and invited him 
in. Eliezer readily accepted of the invitation, but re- 
fuſed to take any refreſhment, till he had declared his 
meſſage; and ſettled. the buſineſs he was upon. Being 
bid to ſpeak what it was, he informed them, that he was 
the ſervant of Abraham, whom: God had taken under his 
ſpecĩal protection in the land of Chanaan, and bleſſed 
with great wealth; that having a ſon grown up to man's 
eſtate, he had commiſſioned him to look out for 4 ſuit- 
able match for him amongſt his relations; that in obe- 
dience to his maſter's orders he was therefore come into 
Meſopotamia; that he had earneſtly commended the 
matter to God, and by a ſign, which he mentioned, had 
undoubtedly learnt, that Rebecca was the woman de- 
ſigned by Providence to be Iſaac's conſort, and as ſuch 
demanded her in marriage for him. Bathuel and Laban 
were convinced, that the hand of God had conducted 
the whole affair and forth with conſented to the propo- 
ſal. Eliezer produced the rich preſents, he had brought, 
of gold and Hive plate; a banquet. was prepared, and 
the day was ſpent in good and chearful entertainment. 
Eliezer, like a truſty ſervant, roſe betimes next morning, 
impatient to return, and propoſed ſetting off immediate- 
ly. Laban and his mother inſiſted upon his ſtaying at 
leaft 9 which he not being willing to con- 
ſent to, Rebecca was called upon to decide the point, 
and fix the time for their departure. Her anſwer was, 
that ſhe: was ready to go as ſoon as it ſhould be deter- 
mined : dp which Rliezer Rood to his firſt refolution, 
and immediately ſet off wich her towarde the land of 

i G Chanaan. 
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Chanaan. As they drew near their journey's end, Res | 
becca happened to deſcry Iſaac walking in the ſield, and 
_ Ehiezer telling her, that it was his Lord, her intended 
huſband, ſhe aligbted from her camel, quickly took het 
cloke, and covered herſelf with great modeſty. Ifaag 
advanced to meet her, conducted her into Sarah's tent, 
took her for his wife, and in her love conſoled im- 
2 for the grief, which he ſtill felt for his mother's 
eath. 11 1 A EDO ES ACS. 42551 0 
In the conduct of this affair we ſee no art employed 
and no meaſure purſued, but what tends to conſtitute 
a a virtuous: and happy marriage: no mention is made 
of riches or of warldly intereſt: innocence. of: life and 
probity of manners is the ſole object of inquiry. For; 
wis end not only the advice of diſcreet: and ſaintly per- 
ſons is-aſked, but God himſelf is conſulted by frequent 
prayer. How charming is the circumſtance of Rebecca's 
drawing the cloke over her face at the ſight of Iſaac | 
In that ſhe is an example of | modeſty to all young wo 
men, ſays ſaint Ambroſe, and ſhe teaches them, with 
what difcretion they are to behave themſelves even to- 
wards thoſe, whom they think of making their partners 
for life. It is not the art of finery, nor the ſhow of 
dreſs ; it is modeſty alone, and ſimplicity of manners, 
that muſt gaiy the hears, and. inſure a laſting love. 


G h XIII, « Facoh and Tſau. Gen, 25 · 98s Nb 
A. M. 2168, 12 and Rebecca paſſed the ſirſt 
Before J. C. 1832, 1 twenty years of their marriage with! 
out any iſſue: he prayed earneſtly to 
God for a ſon, and as he prayed with a due diſpoſition 
of heart, his prayers were heard. Rebecca became preg-. 
nant of twins, who ſeemed to rival each other, even be- 
fore they were born: for ſhe felt them ſtruggling, as it 
were, for ſuperiority within her. Full of apprehenfions- 
ſhe began td repine at her having conceived, and in hol, 
prayer conſulted the Lord to know, what the alarming 
prodigy fore boded. God ſignißed to her, that ſhe ha 
L ee e 
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two infants in her womb, who ſhould be the chiefs of 
two different people, and that the elder of the two ſhould 
become ſubſervient to the younger. Rebecca went her 
full time, and was * to bed of two ſons, the firſt- 
born of whom was red and hairy, and named Eſau. 
His brother followed cloſe after, holding him by the 
heel, which gave occaſion to his being called Jacob, that 
is, the ſupplanter ED: v0: 
Abraham ſhared an equal joy with Iſaac at this happy 
increaſe of his family, which enlivened his hope with the 
of a numerous and laſting progeny, He ſaw 
is two grandchildren as far as the ffteenth year of their 
age, when having nothing more to deſire in life, he died 
in a good old age, and was gathered to his forefathers. 
To his lateſt breath he ha 7 the ſame fideli- 
to his Creator, for which he had been ſo remarkable 
' life, Steady in his faith and fixt in the principle 
of paying an unlimited obedience- o the commands of 
God, he was not to be diverted from his duty by any 
human conſiderations. He always conſidered himſelf as 
a ſtranger in the land of Chaaaan ; and yet, fince Pro- 
videnee had once called him thither, he never thought 
of reviſiting his native country of Chaldea. His own 
ſenſe twice extricated him from the difficulties, 
into which the beauty of his wife had thrown him, and 
his perſapal courage reſcued him from the dangers, to 
which he expoſed his life for the ſake of preſerving Lot, 
Having ſpent a hundred and ſeventy-five years in one 
continued exerciſe of virtue, he died full of days, and it 
called the Father, as he had been the model of all true 
3 oy 
Jacob and Eſau bei wn up, the one was plain 
and ſimple in his — A * a 1 
and lover of the chace.. one day returned from 
the field hungry and much fatigued ; and obſerving 2 
meſs of lentil; potage, which his brother had been boiling | 
for his own repaſt, earneſtly begged to. have it. Joe 
would. not port with it hut upon condition of Eſau's = 
ſelling him hi birthright. Eſau. was preſſed with hun- 
ger; his preſent want Hangs him from * = 
- | I 2 8 
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the future advantages, that might-accrue to him from 
the title of primogeniture ; he fooliſhly gave up his pri- 
vilege to Jacob, eat the meſs,' and careleſs went his 
Ways. 3 [ 23 BY gad eee „tnt: Lot 
The holy Fathers obſerve, that in theſe two brothers 
are charaQeriſed two different ſorts of men, whoſe prin- 
ciples and manners are as * to one another, as 
ood is to evil. Theſe are the virtuous man, and the 

nſual man; the firſt takes reaſon for his guide, the 
latter is ſwayed by pleaſure. Wealth, birth, and world- 
ty honours may ſeem to place the one in a higher rank, 
and make him, as it were, the elder of the two: but 
neither birth, nor wealth, nor worldly honours can in- 
title a man without virtue to a place in Heaven; or 
make him great in the ſight of God. The virtuous 
man, however mean he may appear in the eyes of an 
ambitious world, is preferred by God in the book of 


life, and whom God prefers, mult be truly great. Eſau 


in ſelling his birthright for a meſs of potage, furniſhes 
an ample ſubje& of reflection to thoſe, who inconſider- 
ately graſp at the periſhable goods of the earth, and for 
the ſake of enjoying what they deem their preſent hap- 

ineſs, give up their pretenſions to the future joys of 
— Blinded by a ſimilar ſtroke of folly, they ſeem 
to care as little, as Eſau did, about the title they forfeit; 
and being only intent, like him, upon gratifying their 
paſſions for the preſent moment, they remain equally 
inſenſible of the-loſs, which they entail upon themſelves 
by the bargain they make, oo (900 016, 


$ XIV. J/aae blefes Jacob. © Gen, 27. 


A. M. 2245, © * Ace thro- the folly of Eſuu ha- 
Before J. C. 1755. ving acquired the right of primo 
10 geniture, was ſoon” after thro' the ſub- 
tle contrivance of his mother fortunate enough to have 
that right confirmed to him by the bleſſing of his father. 
Haac was far advanced in years, and had loſt his eye - 


fight: therefore thinking the time of his diſſolution ” | 
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be much nearer, than it really was, he reſolved not to 
defer giving his laſt bleſſing to his children. With that 
deſign he ſent for Eſau his favorite ſon, and told him to 
take his bow and quiver, and to kill him ſome game to 
his liking, that at bis return he might receive his father's 
bleſſing. Rebecca was in the way to hear what Iſaac 


ſaid, and reſolved to procure that blefling for her favo- 


rite Jacob. She therefore told him to go, as ſoon as 
Eſau was ſet out, and fetch her two of the fatteſt kids of 
the whole flock. He did ſo: ſhe loſt no time, ſhe pre- 
ared and ſerved them up in the manner, ſhe knew 
er huſband liked. She had already dreſſed Jacob in 
Eſau's beſt clothes, which ſhe had in her cuſtody, and 


covered his hands and neck with the kid's Kin, that ß. 
from the difference of voice in the two brothers Iſaac 


ſhould ſuſpect any fraud, be might by feeling be infu- 


ced to take him for Eſau. Jacob therefore in that diſ—- 


uiſe carried the meat unto his blind father, and aſked 

is bleſſing. Iſaac no ſooner heard him ſpeak, but 
knew: it to be Jacob's voice, and aſked him, who he 
was? jacob anſwered, that he was his eldeſt fon Eſau. 
Iſaac was not convinced ; the voice inſtead 'of removing 
did but increaſe his doubts :/ he bade his ſon approach, 
took him by the hand, and felt to find, whom he could 
not ſee. - The voice indeed, ſays he, is the voice of Ja-. 
cob; but the hands are the hands of Eſau. Being thus 
ſatisfied, he received the meat and the wine from Jacob, 
and having finiſhed his meal, deſired his ſon-to kiſs him. 
A ſweet” fragrance diffuſed itſelf from the young man's 
clothes; which as ſoon as Ifaac perceived, he compared 
him to a field, full of the ſweeteſt odours, and with his 
bleſſing wiſhed him an abundance of all good things; 
that he might be repleniſhed with the dew of Heaven 
and with the fat of the land. He declared him to be 
the Lord of all his brethren, and concluded with theſe 


words, Whoever ſhall curſe you, let him alſo be accurſed, 


and whoever ſhalt bleſs you, let him be repleniſnied with 
benedictions. Scarce had Iſaac: finiſhed” the ſentence, 
when Jacob went out of the room, and in came Eſau 


with the game he had killed, big with 2 
* 
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of his father's bleſſing. Iſanc in ſurpriſe aſked him, 
who he was? and being anſwered it was Eſau, it is in- 


credible with What amazement he was ſtruck, and how 
awfally he admired the my ſterious ways of Providence, | 


Thy brother, ſaid he, has craftily obtained the bleſſin 
which I had for thee ; I have bleſſed him, and he 

be bleſſed. Whereupon Eſau roared out with vexation, 
and in the bittereſt terms arraigned his brother Jacob's 


perfidy. Bathed in tears, he forrowfully-aſkedhis father, 


if he had not one blefling at leaſt in reſerve for an hap · 


leſs ſon, wha thad bang twice. doe reer 


treachery? end vin PI 98; 
Eſau in this paint) of view :axhbiliteita u 
figure of thoſe Chriſtians, as the holy Fathers remar 
who being deſirous of uniting the ſervice of God and 
ſervice. of the world together, would be glad to enjoy 
the. ſweets of the earth without giving oſe of Hea- 
ven. The good old Patriarch, bein faliened 1 into piiy 
at the tears of his wretched fon, b him indeed at 
laſt, but with this expreſs reſerve of his being eyer ſub- 
je& to his brother: and this it was, which provoked 
Eſau's reſentment to ſuch a height, that he waited but 
his father's death to take away his brother's life. 

This hiſtory, ſo curious and at once ſo aliens - 
thro” all its parts, marks out tu us Jeſus Chriſt clothed 
with the pearance-of a finner, as Jacob was with the 
likeneſs of his hairy brother: and it 15, according to the 


4 
i 


holy Fathers, a wonderful figure not only of the repro- 


bation of the Jews, 'whaſe deſires were ſolely fixed upon 
the things helow, but alſo of the pre · ordination of the 


Faithful.) who with holy David de mand of God but one 


ſovereign good, and confine. their deſires to one 4 
bleſſing, which is that of inhabiting the houſe of o 
Lord for ever. We muſt be careful, ſays faint Pa 
not to incur the misſortune of Eſau, who in the requeſt 
be made for his father's bleſſing, having no other title 
to produce, than what he had made over to his brother, 
. deſerved not to be heard 3 nor could he by entreaty or 
y his tears prevail upon the virtuous Patriarch ta 
n had once pronounced, For ae 
P 
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Jeſpiſed God, God in bis turn deſpiſed him, and diſrę - 


arded his cries, as the. marks of a fictitious forrow, that 


prung only ſrom vexgtion. and not frgm any goodneſs 
of the heart. A gains! 284 Tehod bot -11 v3 v1 
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HE violence of Eſan's anger made 4. M. 2246. 
1 it no longer ſafe for Jacqb to te- Before J. C. 1755, 
main with him under the ſame roof. «a . 


Rebecca foreſaw the ſiorm, and trempled at the thonghz 
of what, might e de hh racin Br Pr: | 1c ray vl 
tor the ſafety of a darling ſon, awakened all the tendes- 
neſs of a mother's affection, and put her upon the ſtudy 
of ſome contrivance to preſerve him. She wifely judg- 
ed, that Eſau's reſentment might cool by length of time, 
if the obje& of it were but remoyed qut of fight. She 
propaſed her thoughts upon the matter to her huſband, 
and ſh did it in ſuch a manner,, that it was impolbble 
r de, not to approve... She ſaid, it was time for, 
Jacob to ſettle himſelf. in life; thar, ſhe could not bear 
the thought of his marrying a woman of Chanaan, as 
Eſau had done; ſhe therefore entreated him to let Jacob, 
8 to her father Bathuel in Meſopotamia, where he was 
kely to find a proper match for himſelf amongſt the, 
daughters of, her, brother Laban. Ifaac gave his con- 
ſent, and in taking leave pf his ſon repeated to him the 
bleſſings, he bad already * him. Jacob therefore 
quitted; his native home mare ike a Ges man, that 
was flying from the perſecution of an enraged brother, 
than in the ſtile of a rich heir, who, was going to make 
choice of a companion for life. In his Tels and equi- 
page he wore the badge of a Chriſtian and truly reli. 
gious humility, Being come to a certain plate in the 
open country after ſyn-ſet, he threw himſelf, upon the 
round, laid a ſtone under his head, and compoled him- 
If to ſleep. Daring: his repoſe he was favoured with, a 
viſion, which convinced him, that the poor and perſe, 
futed are under the immediate protection of leaves, 
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In his ſleep be. faw' a ladder, the foot' of Which Mood 
upon the ground, and the top ſeemed to reach to"Hea- 
Ven; numbers of Angels were aſcending and deſcend- 
| ing by it z God bimſelf was leaning thereon, 'and'faid 
to him, I am the God of Abraham thy father and the 
God of Iſaac, to thee I will give the land, in which 
thou fleepeſt; thy children thalf be as numerbus, as the 
rains of duſt upon the earth, and is thy ſeed all nations 
Fall be bleed. He promiſed to be with him where ever 
he ſhould go, and. to bring him back to the country, 
which he was quitting. Jacob awoke Out of fleep, and 
being hurried with the idea of What had beer repreſented 
to him, trembling cried out, How awful ie this place 
The Lord is moft certaigly here: it is no other than the 
dwelling place of God, and the gate of Henv en! 
This myfterious viſion, of Which the holy Fathers have 
faid fo much, leaves nd room to doubt of the ſpecial | 
care, that God always takes of his faithful ſervants; In 
all occurrences of life he is ever preſent with them; in 
their moſt prefling wants his holy Angels are waiting by 
their fide, as witneſſes of their condutt, ready'to'preſent 
their petitions to Almighty God for their ſupport and 
comfort. Animated by ſuch a faith, and 9 by 
ſach a hope, the faithful Chriſtian is neither terrified by 
rſecution, nor diſheartened by afflitien.” The words, 
at Jacob ſpoke upon his waking, are in a ſpecial man- 
ner applied to the ſanctity of our Churches, in which 
we adore the fame” ſupreme Being, whoſe viſible pre- 
ſence filled the Patriarch witk fo' muek awe; and the 
holy Fathers wifh, that every Chriſtian, as oſten aus he 
enters the houſe of God, would carry with him the like 
religious refpe&t towards the ſame divine Majeſty; -of 
whoſe inviſible 2 he is folly ice by the 
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an, the grandſon of Wade 


wr. | 
an "= ty o happ 
ter her father's docks 
to ſalute her, told h 
Was, and quickly re 
of the well, that her 1 


cl be out 1. meet on . 
tily em aced and broyght into 8 dae 
a ſimplicity peculiar .to the Patri 
related to Oe ancle Aw motive of his comi 
of his brother's anger, and. the * 
abſe ſenting himſelf EEE 
im, he "as welcome to ſtay in f 


me to become your on- in. law, I wat 
penſe: I, will ſerve. Jou for ſeven y 


t grieveon 2 — dime, 
eg 16 ſee his ſpp dined: fool 9 8555 For | 


nn: 
rſt; deceived h the. very night. of His marriage,” and 
in the hace of Nach ſubſtituted Lia her elde x 
Jacob di. di his mi ſla 


he began to complain molt heavily of the 9 ch — 
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on by Rachel; for ſhe was barren, - Rachel gneved to 
fee herſelf thus fubject to a , which all the ſond- 
nei of ber huſband could not compenſate, The tume- 
ww offspring of her happy fifter moteover fixed- the 
ſting of envy in hep breaft, and increaſed the pain of her 
afftidior.'' Her only reſource of conifort was from God. 
dns ſent up hen fervent prayers to Heaven; nor did ſhe 
ceaſe from praying, Uf ſhe obtained what ſhe aſked. 
Almighty God'dlefied her with & ſon, to whom oo 1: 
Oo 


the name of Joſeph. ' Soon after the birth of 
Jacob deſtred Labas to let him return inte b 
country. He fepreſentecd to him, that the Fourteen years, 
he had bargained for, were elapſed ; that he had demean- 
ed bimſelf with the ſtricteſl honefty in his ſervice, and 
that it wes time for him to think of ſettling and provid- 
ing for his own fainily, Laban was fenfible of the trea- 
ſave, he poſſeſſed in Jacob, and would not willingly agree 
to let him go. He knew, what bleſſings he had recewed 
from God, fince Jacob had had the management of his. 
flocks: Re intreated him to eoninue in his ſervice; and 


bade Aim name the recompenſe, he expected in return. 
'Fhey- eame to ar? agreement,” and Jacob upon the con- 
dition of having à certain ſhare in the flocks, conſented 
to remam fix years longer. rs 
The holy Fathers, in taking à view of Jacob's Hie, 
admire the wonderful conduct of divine providence in his 
regard. Almighty God had promiſed him the ſovereign- 
of the whole country of Chanaan, and yet leſt him 
ne leſs than twenty years in foreign fervitade,” His 
their father, was compelled to paſs his life in labour a 
ainful fervice. By this example, fay the Saints, God 
s beerr pleaſed to teach us, that every head of a family,” 
and every paſtor of the Church, ought in duty to labour. 
for the falvation of thoſe, whom they have under their 
charge, with as much Pans x for their own nm; to ad. 
vance the good and happ1 f their flock or fut pr 
ought"to be their joy anc N art with a fath 1. 
cafe they ought to watch over and provide for them im 
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their wants, that they may with truth be able to wb 
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Jacob ſaid 0 Laban Behold I have not loſt one of 
ty fock neither has the thief nor the wolf ——_— 


to maks it good ; 4 numbers ate increaſed and 
multiplied: for this 1 have ſpared evans and | 
no labour: day and night have I borne the heat 
cold, and of their ſleep have mine eyes — n 
yet ſor this, and for all. the ſervices. that I have en- 
voured to render to men, ingratitade and evil 
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2 gecount of his ai A. 173d 
AT. which he look - 

ed upon as ſo much taken from himſelf. The prudens 


Patriarch to be apprehenſive of the conſequences, 
that this jealouſy * produce, and thought that to 
fave his life it 1 as-necefary to fly from: Laban, as it 


had once been to fly ffom Eſau. He was ſoon after 
confirmed in that ion by * grey reve lation from 
Almighty God, who commanded him to return to his 
native home, and mg to be lis prateQor againſt 
the reſentments of He communicated his bee | 
to Rachel and Lia; they approved of his deſig oghts 
you to accompany' him in the journey. 1555 had 
4 te do, than to — — pare for his re, 
which did with the utmoſt ſecreſy. Laban was gone 
ine het ny Ul ep len fa : — _ 
. of collecting his is bene 20 ether, and 
2 ſet off without taking leave of — — Ra- 
had ſecreted the idols of l her father's gods, and car. 
ried them away with her. It was three days, before La- 
ban way informed of this unexpected flight of his fon-in.. 
law, Flo then haſtily aſſembled — and led 
them out as in the purſuit of an enemy, whom he in, 
tended to reduce by open force. He ſolſowed the route, 
x the holy Fare bud ak taken, and on the ſeventh day 


came 


| fion to beware of violence and all harſh expreſfionꝭ apaitilt 
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came up with hit in the moùnttin of Galaad, THe pre- 
ceding night Almighty God had admoniſhed him inn vi- 


his ſervant Jacob. They both pitched their tents upon the 
mountain, where they came to a parley. Why, ſaid La- 
dan, 'why do you thus run off with my two daughters, as 
if they were your flaves taken from un enemy F hy did 
conceal your departure? Why was I not made ac- 
quainted with your defighn ? I then might have accompa- 
nied you with honour” part of the way home; and have 
taken leave of my children. To long after your native 
country, and to wiſh to be amongſt. your friends, was 
but natural for you, and what I cannot /diſapprove of; 
but to ſteal away my gods—— Here Jacob interrupted 
him, and after making a ſhott apology for the ſecreſy 
his proceedings, boldly denied: the theft, promiſing 
agree, that if any one of his whole retinue had been 
ilty of ſuch an action, he ſhould ſatisfy for it by his 
eath: ſo little did he think, that his favorite Rachel 
was the perſon. Laban took him at his word, and en- 
tering into Jacob's own tent in the firſt place, he there 
made a diligent ſearch after his gods. But not finds. 
ing them, he proceeded: in the ſame manner tothe 
tents of Lia and the two maid-fervants, . and in the laſt 
place came to Rachel. Rachel had ſecreted the little 
$ under the camel's litter, and had ſat down upon 
em. As ſoon as her father entered the tent, ſhe began 
making her excuſes for not riſing to ſalute him, under 
the pretence of her not being well, nor im a condition to 
ſtand. Laban therefore being unable to probe tlie 
charge, he had brought againſt Jacob, Jacob in his turn 
began with ſome warmth to complain of the many and 
heavy grievances, which he had been forced to undergo; 
ſor twenty years in his ſervice. When they had thus 
opened their mutual complaints, and expoſtulated witli 
ane another, they ſuddenly forgot the ſubject of their 
diſagreement, entered into a folemy league; and pate 


94 
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d friends. ö | 1 * a 299 o 
Saint Ambroſe conſiders Jacob in the houſe of Laban 
43 a perfect model of r 
s IJ. | ought 
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a | 
ought to direct our tranſactions with the world. In tak- 
ing care to poſſeſs nothing, but what he could eaſily 

carry with him, he remained independent of every other 
man; he poſſeſſed nothing, which he had not honeſtly 
acquired, and which he could not ſtrictly call his on. 
The manner, by which he had acquired his wealth, was 
not only equitable in itſelf, but even advantageous to 
the perſon,” whom” he ſerved. Laban bad done all he 

could to keep him in a ſtate of indigenee and ſervitude, 
yet could not prevent his growing rich: he had always 
treated him with inſincerity and injuſtice, but was forced 
in the end to on the ſaperior virtues of a man, who 
was in all things guided and ſupported by the ſpirit of 
God. Happy is the Chtiſtian, who in the words of 
— can ſay to the Devil and the world; ſays the ſame 
ather, Behold, there is nothing about me; that belongs 
to you; ſearch me round, and take it, if you find it. 
Happy Rachel, he by flying from her father's houſe 
trampled his idols under foot. It is the example, which 
all Chriſtians have to follow in ſeparating themſelves 
from thoſe, who under the miſtaken name of love or 
friendſhip; would perſuade them to ſacrifice- their ſouls 
to the idols of vanity and the world, by a violation of 
thoſe ſacred engagements, which they made to God at 
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9 XVIII. E/au reconciled with Jacob. Gen, 33. 


TAcoz having got free of Laban, 4. M. 2265, 
J began to confider what method he Before J. C. 1733. 
ſhould take with his brother Eſau: for 
he could not ſappoſe, that Eſau had entirely forgot, what 
had formerly paſſed between them. Therefore to try 
how he might be diſpoſed, he ſent ſome of his attendants 
before to let him know, that his brother Jacob was com. 
ing home upon the preſumption, that he would be glad 
to ſee him after ſo long an abſence. - Eſau at receiving 
this information, put himſelf at the head of four hundred 
men, and ſet forward to meet him. Jacob was alarmed 
r 8 N at 
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at the report, and not doubting, but his brother intended 
to offer violence, ſought for ſhelter under the divine pro- 
tection, and by fervent prayer implored the power of 
the Moſt High againſt all events whatever. This done, 
he reſolved to try ſuch human means, as in his prudence 
he judged the moſt likely to ſooth his . brother's anger. 
He prepared him rich preſents; he choſe out of his herdg 
and flocks a certain number of each ſort, which be divi- 
ded into two troops, and ſent before him at ſome diſtance 
one from the other, ordering the leaders of each troop 
to preſent them ſucceſſively to Eſau, as they met him, 
with the greateſt tokens of ſubmiſſion and friendſhip, 
The night before theſe orders were to have been execn- 
ted, Jacob had a viſion, in which he ſeemed to be wreſt- 
ling with a man till morning. It was an Apgel in-hu- 
man ſhape, who not being able to throw him, touched 
the ſinew of his thigh, which immediately became dry 
and cantrafted, The hardy Patriarch ſtill would not 
yield, and refuſed to let his antagoniſt go, unleſs he 
would firſt he him his bleſſing. The Angel aſked him 
kis name; he anſwered Jacob: Thog ſhalt no longer be 
called Jacob, but Iſrael, replied the Angel; for ſince 
thou haſt exerted thyſelf with ſuch vigour againſt the 
Angel of God, how much more eafily wilt thou prevail 
over the efforts of men? It was now morning; 2 
caſt his eyes round the country, and at a diſtance deſcri- 
ed his brother coming on at the head of a formidable 
troop. Not knowing what might happen, he ranged 
his wives and children in a line behind him, and advan- | 
ced towards his brother. He bowed reſpectfully to hi 
as he approached, and at ſeven different times made his 
obeiſance to the very ground, Eſau was diſarmed and 
mollified : unable to ſtand out againſt ſuch marks of 
goodneſs and ſabmiſſion, he ran up and embraced him; 
with becoming kindneſs he ſaluted his brother's wives 
and children, and could ſcarce be prevailed upon to ac- 
cept his preſents, He expreſſed the greateſt ſatis faction 
in his , 8 they gat fnifh the re- 
maining part of the journey in each other's company. 
You ſee, ſaid Jacob, that my flocks are weak, any wt : 
CALGreR 
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children young ; they travel on in very flow marches, 
which will be tedious to you. Let me be no burden: 
if I ant happy enoagh to have your good graces, I want 
no more t return to Seir, where I will join you, as ſoon 
as circamftances will permit. | 

In this manner did Jacob diſarm the' violence of a 
brother, who had conſpired his ruin. He confidered 
not, which of the two was moſt to blame ; he mentioned 
not any thing that could renew their former ſubject of 
—— his language was diſcreet and humble ; 
he forgot the paſt; he baniſhed from his heart evety 
motion of paſſion and reſentment ; or if he retained a: 
feeling of th bafartcs he had received, it did not ariſe 
from ' any ilt-will, but from a charitable and tender 
concern for the miſchiefs, that his brother had thereby 
drawn upon himſelf, as ſaint Ambroſe remarks. Great 
and trying were Jacob's misfortunes, and he bore them 
with fortitude : his confidence in God raiſed him above 
the reach of human fears: amidſt the terrors of an arm- 
ed hoſt, in the preſence of an enraged enemy, he acted 
with all the coolneſs and deliberation of a mind at eãſe; 
amidft the threats of an a ching death, he remained 
unſhaken and wnruffled : by a timely condeſcenfion he 
triumphed over his brother's obſtinacy ; by knowing 
when to yield, he broke his fayage hatred. In this ex- 
ample we ſee, that every wy, at laſt moſt yield to true 
piety, tho“ for a time oppreſſed by open force ; and that 
God, who with an admirable wiſdom regulates the man- 
ner aud the meaſure of ſufferings, with which he tries 
his faithful friends, turns all to their advantage, and in 
their favour changes the hearts of men, when and as be 
pleaſes. mY 

XIX. Dina, Gev. 34. 


Acco; after his return from Meſo- A.M. 2274. 
poramia ſettled with his family near Be/ove J. C. 172. 
Salem, a town of the Sichimites, where | | 
de purchaſed a piece of land, and lived extremely hap- 
PF, till an unlucky accident interrupted the — 5 
7. 
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family, He had a daughter called Dina, a fair virgin in 
the bloom of youth. Being led by a curioſity, which is 
as natural, as it is often dangerous to that ge, ſhe went 
out to ſee the women of that country. Sichem, who 
was king of the place, ſaw her, and being taken with 
her beauty; ſeized and carried her off to his houſe,, He 
tried every perſuaſive art to make her conſent to his wick- 
ed deſires; but not being able to prevail, he proceeded 
to the moſt criminal violence, and then told his father 
Hemor, that he would marry her with her father's con- 
ſent. They both went to treat with Jagob upon the 
ſubject. The good Patriarch, who was great con - 
cern for what had befallen his daughter, ſaid, he could 
ive them no anſwer, without the approbation of his 
| The ſons came in ſoon after, and were informed 
of the whole affair, with all its circumſtances. They 
were greatly exaſperated at the injury done to their ſiſter 
by her lover, and reſolved to revenge it, as ſoon. as an 
opportunity ſhould- offer. They however diſſembled 
their refentment.for the preſent, and only ſaid, that no 
marriage could be lawfully contracted between their ſiſter 
and the prince of Sichem, unleſs he and his people would 
firſt ſubmit to the law of circumcifion. Hemor and Si- 
chem propoſed it to their people, who readily came into 
it, and the ceremony was accordingly performed upon 
all the men of Sichem. - The third day after, when the . 
wound is commonly the moſt painful, Simeon and Levi, 
full brothers to Dina, without ſaying a word to their fa- | 
ther, entered ſword in hand into the town, and killed 
every man, they met without exception. This farſt ſcene. 
of blood was ſcarce ended, when the other ſons of Jacob 
ruſhed in, pillaged the town, and carried off the ſpoils. . 
Jacob was grievouſly provoked at his ſons, eſpecially 
for their having abuſed a religious ceremony to obtain 
their revenge, and loudly complained of Simeon and 
Levi in particular, who by an action equally cruel and 
erfidious had rendered their name odious to the nejighs | 
ouring cities, and expoſed their little ſamily to the 
danger of being cut off by the like violence. Being un- 
der this apprehenſion he was inſpired to go . 
Where 


— 


HOLY BIBLE 57 


where God had formerly appeared to him, when he fled 
from Eſau, He marched away with his whole family 
unhurt and unmoleſted. For the terror of his name, as 
the Scripture remarks, had made ſuch an impreſſion up- 
on the people, that no one durſt preſume to give him the 


leaſt diſturbance. Suon after his arrival at Bethel he. 


loſt his dear Rachel, who died in child-bed, 


About the ſame time died alſo his father A. M. 2288. 


Haac, aged a hundred and eighty years, 
Full of days, ſays the ſacred text, the venerable Patri- 
arch ſlept with his forefathers, and was buried by his 
two ſons Jacob and Fſau. Eſau ſoon after ſeparated 
from his brother, for they were too rich to live together. 
The hiſtory of Dina is mentioned by the holy Fathers 
as an inſtance of the danger, that attends an idle curio- 
ſity. It merits the particular attention of thoſe, ſays 
ſaint Ambroſe, whoſe age and (ex is moſt expoſed to dan- 
ger. The looſe modes and maxims of the preſent age 
ought to make a Chriſlian virgin extremely cautious, 
how ſhe truſts herſelf unaccompanied abroad, what com- 
pany ſhe ſees, and what places ſhe frequents. Curioſity 
may be as ſtrong in her, as it was in Dina, and if in- 
dulged with the ſame liberty, may poſſibly be followed 
by the ſame fatal conſequences. Curioſity led her to 
the ſpot, where ſhe loſt her virginity : her curioſity was 
the firſt ſtep towards all thoſe horrors, which her brothers 
committed in butchering the inhabitants and in plunder- 
ing the effects of Sichem: her curioſity in fine was the 
firſt cauſe, that obliged Jacob to retire from the ſpot, 
where he could no longer ſtay with ſafety to himſelf or 
family, and where they muſt all have periſhed, had not 
God miraculouſly interpoſed in their favour, \ 


$ XX. Foſeph fald by his brethren. Gen. 47. 


JS who had happily eſcaped A. M. 2276. 
the attacks of foreign enemies, be - Before J. C. 1742. 
gan to be perplexed with domeſtic 
broils, which were the 9 painful to him, as they 
were 
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were fomented by his own children. Joſeph his ſon by 
Rachel, and the laſt of thoſe, that were born in Meſo- 
potamia, had accuſed ſome of his brothers of a moſt 
ſhameful crime, which the ſacred text does not name. 
This accuſation procured. him much ill will amongſt 
them all : he was his father's favorite, and that alone 
had been enou h to make them hate him. He was an 


innocent, artleſs, open-hearted youth, in the ſixteenth 


year of his age, and thinking his brothers to be as well- 
meaning, as himſelf, freely ſpoke his thoughts to them. 
Amongſt other things he related two 0 his dreams, 
which added freſh fewel to their glowing ehvy. I dreamt, 
ſaid be, that I was binding up corn in a field with you, 
and that my ſheaf ſeemed to r1ſe, as it were, and to ſtand 
upright, while yours ſtood round, and paid homage to 
it. And in another dream, I ſaw the ſun and moon and 
eleven ſtars paying the like homage to me. The relati- 
on of theſe two dreams kindled up a flame in his bro- 
thers breaſts, which ſeemed to threaten him with preſent 
ruin, but which the Almighty rendered inſtrumental to 


that future greatneſs, which his dreams preſaged. Not 


long after this his father ſent him to vifit his brothers, 
who. were tending their flocks in the plains of Sichem. 
As ſoon as they law the dreamer coming, as they called 
him, they formed a deſign againſt his life. Ruben, the 
eldeſt; of all Jacob's children, would not agree to the 
barbarous propoſal. Inſtead of imbruing their hands in 
the blood of the innocent, he adviſed them to let him 
down into a dry well, that was hard by. His intention 
was to ſave his brother's life, if he could, for the pre- 
ſent, and in a ſeaſonable hour reſtore him to his f. 4 
His advice took place, and Joſeph was let down into the 
well. Some Iſmaelite merchants happening to paſs by 
ſoon after in their way to Egypt, the unnatural brothers 
thought it a fair opportunity to get rid of Joſeph with · 


out taking away his life: they drew him out of the well, 


and. ſold him to the merchants for twenty pieces of filyer, 
intending. at the ſame time to make their father believe, 
that his darling ſon had been devouted by a wild beaſt. 
To make that ſtory the more credible, they took Joſeph's 
, * variegated 
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variegated coat, and having ſtained it with the blood of 
a kid, ſent it home, as if they had fbund it in that con- 
dition, Jacob knew it at firſt fight, and from thence 
concluding his fon to be really dead, rent his garments 
thro? grief, and would admit of no conſolation. Joſeph 
in the mean time was carried away into Egypt, where 
the merchants ſold him to Putiphar, the prime officer of 
king Pharaoh's guards. ak Sends. Ih 

| Thus was the helpleſs youth plunged into a tate of 
the deepeſt diſtreſs, which he had neither merited nor 
foreſeen. God had given him au obſcure glympſe of 
the glory, that was waiting for him at a diſtance, but 
concealed from him the misfortunes, that were then 
hanging over his head. Joſeph ſold by his on brothers 
is a lively figure of Jeſus Chriſt in that particular cir- 
cumſtance of his life, in which by the treachery of a falſe 
apoſtle he was likewiſe ſold to his enemies. The grief, 

that Jacob ſo juſtly expreſſed on this oocaſion is, accord- 

ing to ſaint Ambroſe, a ſingular inſtruction to all pa- 

rents. He wept for the loſs of a ſon, Whom he tenderly 
loved, and whom if he had not loved ſo much, would 
perhaps have had no cauſe to weep.” For the father g 
exceſhve love was the primary cauſe of the ſonꝰs misfor- 
tune, in as much as it firſt excited his Brothers envy, 
and whetted their ſpleen againſt him. It is à father's” 
duty to love his children, ſays the holy Doctor, and it 
is but juſt to love them the moſt, who are the moſt de- 
ſerving ; but to ſhow that love in the preſence of the 
reſt is always dangerous: for ſuch a ſhow of preference 
to the one muſt naturally make the others jealons, W 
look upon themſelves as injured by it. ner the fa- 
ther's partiality often becomes a real injury to his W ] Y 
favorite child, as far as it deprives him of the affection 
of his brothers. A perfe& union of heart and will is 
one of the moſt precious advantages, chat a father can 

rocure in his family. No wonder if an eſtate, of ſome 

cſs valuable preſent made to a favorite child, ſtuld ex- 
cite the envy of the reſt; continues the fame ſaint, ſince 

a coat ſomewhat figer than ordinary, given by Jacob to 

Joſeph, ſtirrod up * ferment amongſt the — 

N * unn . 


ot nt i BEE DD 
— — —[— —— 
— — — — 


% HISTORY OT THS 3. 


that even the moſt moderate . eager to ſell him for a 
ſlave, while others inſiſted upon his bloc. 


1 S XXI. Foſeph's chaſtity. Gen. 39. 
g | 


A. M. 2286, PeRE$SSED innocence never is aban - 
Before J. C. 1714. U doned by Almighty God. Joſeph . 
500 ; in an adolatrous country in the: midſt 
of ſtrangers, met with kinder treatment and with better 
friends, than he had found at home amongſt his brothers. 
His prudence, his fidelity, and modeſt conduct, gained 
him the affection of Putiphar his maſter. His genius 
and liberality of ſentiment was not that of a common 
ſlave, . His perſon was comely, and an engaging ſweet- 
neſs of countenance and behaviour made him every bo- 
dy's favorite. Being appointed by Putiphar to ſuperin- 
tend his houſehold, he acquitted himſelf faithfully of the 
truſt, that was repoſed in him: he was happy, and en- 
joying the ſunſhine of his good fortune, when a ſudden 
ſtorm aroſe from a quarter, he had the leaſt ſuſpected. 
Amongſt his many admirers was his miſtreſs, Putiphar's 
wife, She beheld-him with a fond eye, ſhe grew amo- 
rous, and conceived a criminal affection for him: ſhe 
diſcloſed to him her paſſion, ſhe ſolicited his conſent 
without being able to obtain it. Far from being check- 
ed by the ark refuſal, ſhe returned again to the charge; 

ſhe preſſed and ſolicited with more eager warmth. Ho-] 
is it poſſible, replied the virtuous youth, that I ſhould - 
think of being ſo unfaithful to a maſter, who has been 
ſo , and placed ſuch confidence in me? How is it 
poſe I ſhould conſent. to commit ſuch a ſin in the pre · 
ſence of my God? This ſteady reſiſtance increaſed her 
deſires. Finding him one day alone in his apartment, 
ſhe attacked him with freſh eagerneſs, ſhe laid hold of 
him, and began to offer violence. In this ſituation. hav- 
ing no witneſs near, Joſeph. had but to fly, He ruſhed. - 
out of doors, but left unluckily his cloke in the woman's 
hands, Her lighted love then turned to fury i ſhe be- 
came outrageous, ſhe determined to ruin the wan, Aon, | 
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ſhe could not gain. She ſcreamed aloud, as if Joſeph 
had made ſome violent aſſault upon her honour ; ſhe ran 
out with his cloke in her hand; ſhe held it ap and ſhow- 
ed it to all, as a proof of her aſſertion. She carried it 
to her huſband as a trophy of her fidelity to him, and 
_. impudently produced it againſt the man, whoſe inno- 
cence. was his guilt, and whoſe conduct had been the 
very reverſe of her own. Putiphar gave her crecit for 

what ſhe ſaid, and upon her ſingle evidence Judged the 


innocent to be guilty, Without any further examinati - 
on he ordered Joſeph to be immediately ſecured and caſt 


into one of the ſtate priſons, By a ſentence the molt 
unjuſt and cruel, Joſeph was condemned to ſuffer for a 
ſuppoſed crime, of which his accuſer was really guilty. 
For the ſlander was believed, and ſilepce impoſed upon 
the truth. E SPOTS FED! 

So it is, ſays faint Ambroſe, ſpeaking of the orthodox 


Chriſtians, who were at that time grievouſly perſecuted 
by the Arians, that the priſons are now become the dwel- 


ling of the innocent: the adulterers of our faith prevail; 


they accuſe and caſt into chains all thoſe, who refuſe to 


concur with them in their impious tenets. But let not 


the courage of thoſe champions of Chriſtianity be deject- 
ed, continues the holy Doctor, God will deſcend with 
with them into the dungeon, as is recorded of the Patri - 


arch Joſeph, nor will he abandon them in their chains. 


Sufferings and perſecutions are the portion of God's 


eleci: thro” various tribulations and painful trials lies 


the way to Heaven: that is the way in which our bleſſed .. 


Redeemer trod; that way the Apoſtles, and all the holy 


Martyrs followed. Animated by their example, and 


encouraged by the hope of that happy kingdom,” which 
they have in view, the confeſſors of jeſus Chriſt receive 
their ſufferings with joy, and think themſelves honoured 


by the contumelies they undergo in ſo glorious a cauſe. 
Tho' innocent of the crimes, of which they ſtand accuſed 


before men, they know, that in the fight of God they 


are ſtill deferving of puniſhment, and therefore bleſs the 
hand, that ſtrikes to heal them. Void of reſentment. 
againſt their perſecutgrs they think, they are under a 
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fridt obligation of loving them the more, becauſe they 
ſo happily contribute to make them companions of the 


_ Croſs, and partakers of the glory of Jeſus Chriſt. They 
count the days of their aſſtiction, amongſt the moſt hap- 


py of their lives: under their ſevereſt trials, in the mid} 
of their ſharpeſt ſufferings, they ſay with holy Job, There 
ts One in Heaven, ho ſees and will judge according to 


the uprightneſs of our hearts: in Him we hope for the 


zaltification*of-our innocence, on Him alone we rely for 
the reward of our labours. ay 


| I 
* $ XXII. Joſeph's greatneſs. Gen. 40. 


A.M. 2287, OSEPH in his. priſon made himſelf” 
Before J. C. 1713. J beloved and eſteemed by all, that 
camqme near him. Honour attended him 

even in the place of his diſgrace. The keeper of the 

priſon had ſuch an opinion of him, that he put all the 
other priſoners under his care, and directed himſelf by 
his advice. TWo of the king's officers, his cup-bearer 
and chief baker, had fallen into diſgrace, and were lodg- 
ed in the fame priſon with Joſeph, On the ſame night 
they had each a dream, which ſeemed to indicate their 
future fortune. The cup- bearer dreamt he ſaw a vine, 
in which there were three ſhoots, producing firſt the bud, 
then the bloſſom, and at laſt ripe grapes: he gathered 
the grapes, ſqueezed them into Pharaoh's cup, and pre- 
fented it, as uſual, to the king. The baker dreamt he 
had three baſkets of meal upon his head, and in the up- 
permoſt different ſorts of paſtry-work, which the birds 
came to pick at. Being much troubled in mind, and 
anxious to know, what theſe dreams could fignify, they 
both applied to Joſeph for an explanation. Joſeph," as 


a figure of Jeſus Chriſt in the judgment he paſſed be- 


tween the two companions of his ſufferings upon the 
croſs, gave two very oppoſite interpretations to the two 
dreams, declaring to the baker, that within three days 
he ſhould be hanged upon a gibbet; and to the cup - 


bearer, that he ſhould be reſtored to his former honour. 


When 


: 


HOLY (BIBLE. : 55 


When you ſhall ſtand before the king, ſaid he to the 
cup-bearer, ſpeak a good word for me; for I have been 
traitorouſly ſold in my own country, and am bere un- 
juſtly thrown into priſon. The event anſwered the pre- 
diction ; Joſeph nevertheleſs remained two years longer 
in confinement; for the cup-bearer in the hurry of bis 
proſperity had entirely forgot him, till he was put in 
mind by the relation of two dreams, that Pharaoh had. 
Pharaoh in his ſleep ſeemed to be ſtanding upon the 
banks of the Nile, from whence came out ſeven fat kine, 
that went and grazed in the fertile marſhes. Soon after 
there came forth ſeven other kine moſt hideouſly lean, 
which began to feed upon the rich banks of the river, 
and devoured the ſeven, that were fat and beautiful, 
Pharaoh awaked, and compoſing himſelf to ſleep again, 
ſaw in a ſecond dream ſeven full ears of corn u 
one ſtalk, that were ſucceeded and ſpoiled of their beau- 
ty by ſeven blighted ones. Theſe two dreams in one 
night ſeemed to portend ſomething. uncommon; and 
every man, that pretended to any fill in Egypt, was 
ſent for to interpret their meaning: and no one being 
able to ſay any thing, that was ſatisfaQory upon the ſub- 
ject, the cup-bearer mentioned what had happened to 
him, when in priſon with a Hebrew ſervant called Jo- 
ſeph. Joſeph therefore by the king's command was 
brought out of priſon and preſented before him: the 
king related his dreams, which Joſeph thus interpreted: 
From what has been ſhown to Pharaoh in his fleep'it - 
pears, that for ſeven years to come there will be great 
plenty in the land of Egypt, and that a ſeven yeats fa- 
mine will then ſucceed. Having thus declared the 
meaning of the dreams, he adviſed the king to provide 
himſelf with large granaries, and to lay up ſufficient 
ores againſt the time of ſcarcity, Pharaoh flood ama- 
zed at the wiſd6m of. this young Hebrew, and received 
his advice, as an oracle from God. Amongſt all his ſub« 
jects he judged none ſo capable and ſo fit, as Joſeph; to 
execute LE pen of that mighty conſeguence, and there- 
fore created him his vicegerent over the whole kingdom 
of Egypt, with an abſolute power to direct and com- 
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mand, as he ſhould think expedient for the common' 
weal. To inſure him moreover a due reſpect from the 
people, he gave him his own ring, put a chain of gold 
about his neck, inveſted him with a filk robe, and pla- 
ced him in his ſecond chariot, commanding the herald. 
to proclaim aloud, that all ſhould bend their knee to Jo- 
ſeph, whom in the Egyptian language he ſtiled the Sa- 
viour of the world, s 
In this manner was that illuſtrious Patriarch ſet up to 
public view ; thus was he drawn from the obſcurity of a 
dungeon, and advanced to the brighteſt pitqh of worldly - 
2 So ſudden and ſo great a change of fortune 
d been enough to turn the. head of a man, leſs mode- 
rate in his deſires, or leſs ſteady in the principles of vir- 
tue: in Joſeph it made no alteration of ſentiment, no 
change of principle: the ſame natural goodneſs ſtill held 
the direction of his heart and actions. As he never had 
been dejected at the frowns of fortune, ſo neither was he 
now elated at her ſmiles. Being inveſted with a dignity - 
ſecond to the king over all Egypt, he received his pow- 
er, as from the hand of God, for the general good of 
mankind. Far from revenging himſelf upon thoſe, who 
by their ſlanders had thrown him into a dungeon, he left 
them to the ſecret remoiſe of their own conſcience, the 
worſt of puniſhments, that can attend an evil action in 
this life. In the ordinary courſe of viſible events a 
change of fortune, like that of Joſeph, ſeldom occurs; 
but in the inviſible order of things there daily happens 
a change incomparably greater, when poor, : ſuffering» 


' mortals are called from this vale of tears to the joys of | 


Heaven, Joſeph's tranſlation from his priſon to a pa- 
lace bears but a faint reſemblance of the glory, that God 
confers upon his faithful ſervants after death. The 
light and momentary ſufferings, which they here endure, 
are there crowned with a happineſs, which is equally in- 
somprehenſible and eternal. . 
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thority, as we have ſeen, that ex- 
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tended itſelf over the whole Egyptian 


empire, ſoon ſhowed. by the uſe he made of his power, 


how much the. happineſs. of a people depends upon the. 
wiſdom of their governors; His chief ſtudy. was the 
od of his fellow Las pa for that he knew to be the 
eal intereſi of his royal maſter: without reſtraining the, 


people in the enjoyment of their property, he prudently 


contrived. the means, that were no burden, during the 
time of plenty to lay up a ſufficient proviſion of cora for 
their ſupport. againſt the-famine. At the end of ſeven, 
years a raging famine. began to diſtreſs the land, and it 
was Pharaoh's order; that all in their diſtreſs ſhould go to 
Joſeph. "With the tenderneſs of à father 10 heard 
their complaints and relieved their wants. By 

were deſpiſed, none rejected: his granaries were open to 
all, that came. Tbe general dearth had reached as far as 
Chanaan, and Jacob's family with the reſt was reduced 
to great diſtreſs, The „ e being told, that 
corn was to be bought in Egypt, ſent thither ten of his. 
ſons. Joſeph knew them at firſt fight: they had not the 
leaft f 7 of his being their brother, and knew no 
more of him, than if Ig never ſeen him, He re- 
ceived. them with a ſeeming harſhneſs, aſked them, as 
tho'-they had been ſtrangers to him, from whence they 
came, and whether they were not ſpies. They anſwered. 
with profound repect, that diſtreſs alone had forced them 


from home, * an honeſt intention of buy - 
ha them into Egypt; that they were 
ns of mg ne father, ” 7 one of on be lon-_ 
ger exiſted, and. that the youngeſt of all, called Benja - 
win, was left behind with their father jacob in Chanaan. 
The name of Benjamin touched the iamoſt feelings of af- 


ing corg had brought 
— 


fection in Joſeph's breaſt, and reminded him of the cruel 


treatment, that he had once experienced from his unna- 
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while the reſt remaided his priſoners and fareties for their 

brother's co He Aare put them in priſon 

three days „ben be or i” Udine 

out before COP They if g their thoug 

to one abother in their dere, Nate e ſuſp ng 
x ha 


thy were underſtood by a 
e ws 09 by ay re hey co f their 


1 — action, and confidered it as a Jult judg on 
1 fallen upon them for their former cruelty towards 
their brother Joſeph. ki beat h liftened to and underſtood 
every word they (aid : his heart began to beat, his bo- 
ſom keaved with fraternal affection, and the tears ſtol 
down hib checks. He was obl 105 to leave the room 
fear of difcovering' himſelf too 9 he had fup-" 

fed chat Row of tenderneſs, and wiped away bis tears, 

came back and told them, that he ould pie Gu him-' 


fel with detaining only Simeon as dti hoſtage, and tha 


the reſt mi et. He had given ſecret orders, that 
their eke oel be filled with corn, and that the money, 
kad given for it, mould be tied up in the mouth of 
eich fack. Dyes their return home they gave 7 an 
actbant of a that had paſſed, and particularly” 'of the 
eng 77 gement they wer were under of 4.75 Benjamin into” 
t, Where Simeon was detained, 
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nick: he bemoaned his misfortunes, he talked over 1 
children, he was inconſolable at che oſs bt 1 I%4 
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entertain them. They were ſurpriſed at this civil treat! 

ment, which was ſo: very different from what they ha 
experienced the time before, and knew not how to ac 
count for it. They began to ſuſpect ſome artful deſign 

aint them on account of the money, they had found 
tied up in their facks of corn, aud to l 
accuſation upon that ſcore they informed the ſtewurd, 
that they had brovght back the money, Which on . 
have been left Ky him the laſt time, © The Rewarc 
was very courteous, bade them be under no apprehevifien; 
and as a pledge of their ſafety introduced their brether 
Simeon. They began to feel theniſelyes at eale, my 
waſhed their feet, and ſet their preſents in order, befc 
the governour came in. Jofeph entered at the appointed 
hour, to whom they paid the moſt reſpectful ho! age; 
und offered their preſents. He kindly returned the alu“ 
tation, and eagerly aſked them, whether their aped father 
was ftill ative, and in good health, © His brother Benjamin 
immediately drew his AL this, ſaid he, is your little 
brother, you mentioned 


Ic me ? His heart at that moment 
melted with affection, he could juſt ſpeak to wiſh him 
the bleſſings of heaven, the rifing tears ſtarted from hie 
eyes, and forced him to retire into an be NT 
ment, that they might flow without reſtraint. When 
the firſt flutter of his ſpirits was abated, he waſhed his 
face, and went back to his brothers in the room; where 
they were to dine. He dat himſelf down at a different 
table from them, for the Egyptians were not allowed t 
eat with Hebrews; they ſat before him in order coco 
ing to their age, and received = meat, gu them in 
at plenty; Benjamin eng his particular attention 
i be wal care ur 8 ſend the enten 
Mare. The day was thus ſpent to the full ſatisfaction of 
the eleven brothers, and the vet day appoinited for their 
return into che land of Chanaan. ſoſepk ſu the mean 
time gave orders, that their ſacks ſhould be filled with 
corn, and beſides the money, which was tied up in each 
one's ſack, as before, that his own filyer cup Would be 


ſecretly conveyed into the ſack of pry ence Hs ſet 
„ when Joſephs 
ſteward 


out in the morning, but Had not gone 


7 
L Seay 
8 HOLY. BIBLE! !: 69 
7 | I 
| Reward overtook them with a complaint of their havin 
ſtolen the governour's filver cup, in returu for the civili- 
ties he had ſhown” them. They were ſurprized to hear 
ſo odious a crime laid to their charge, for which they did 
not conceive, there could be the leaſt foundation. Con- 
ſcious of their innocence, they begged to be ſearched 
upon the ſpot, and if any one of them ſhould be found 
to have the cup, they freely conſented that he ſhould 
die, and the reſt be made ſlaves. The ſtewuard anſwered, 
that the innocent ſhould not ſuffer for the guilty, and 
that none but he, who had the cup, ſhould become his 
ſlave: © They haſtily * ·˖ ſacks, and. behold, 
8 ſilver cup was found in the ſack of Benjamin. 
The unſuſpected diſcovery threw them into the utmoſt 
conſternation ; they knew not what to ſay, or what to do 
they turned back into town, haſtened to the 
anti lung themſel ves at his feet. Having no other proof, 
than their bate word to produce in defence of their inno- 
cence, they patiently bore his diflembled anger, and 
each one offered to remain his ſlave, if Benjamin _ 
only be at liberty to go back to his father. You are 
to go, replied Joſeph, but Benjamin ſhall remain with 
me: upon which judas, who had pledged his own chil- 
dren to jacob for Benjamin's ſafe return, began in terms 
the moſt reſpectful and pathetic to repreſent to Joſeph ke 
promiſe he had made of ſeeing his brother ſaſe hom 
again, urged the reſpect due to à father's: grey hair, | 
mentioned the loſs of another favorite ſon, whom he 
ſtill mourned for, and concluded by ſayin „ that the 
detention of this his laſt and darling child. would certainly 
ſink his declining age to the grave. Joſeph could refrain 
no longer: he bade the Egyptians leave the room: there 
being alone with his brothers he raiſed his voice, and 
ſaid, I am Joſeph your brother; is my father yet living ? 
Be not afraid to approach me, I am your brother, whom 
you ſold to be carried into Egypt. It happened by the 
deſign of an all- ruling Providence, Who has: thus pro- 
vided for your ſafſety. Go, haſten to my father, and let 
him know, that his ſon Joſeph not only lives, but has all 
the land of Egypt at his diſpoſal. Go, bring him and 
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cruel death, they put him to, but alſo made the bloo 


—ͤ— — — — 


families. bither,-you -ſtiall- be Geetled in the fertile 


dumb with amazement, it was: pc cis, been they 
could. make any anſwer. Joſeph wept, and. tenderly 
embraced: them all : with greater —_ threw him- 
felf upon the neck of Benjamin, folding him in his arms, 


| | The. bare-narration of Joſeph's hiſtory, ſay the holy 


Fathers, ſufficiently informs us of the goodneſe of his 
heart, and of the mildneſs of his diſpohtion, He is a 
pattern ſor every Chriſtian to follow in be pardon; of 

juries. He ſaid not a word of the malice of his often- 
ders, he excuſed the ation, he put the beſt conſtruction 
he could upon their conduct, and fo far was he from 
making them any reproach, that he tyen:tried to diſũ pate 


| their ſears, Which the conſcioufſneſs) of theilt gulit muſt 


naturally have caufed within them. Inv wich full 
er to puniſh offenders, as he pleaſed, he employed 

all for the good of: thofe, who had: intended him che 
ſt evils; and their fro ne of envy he repaid with 

ſweeteſt ſmiles of brotherly benevolence, The ad- 
mirable charity of this ſaints a figure of that unparalleled 
— which we adore in Jeſus Chtiſt, who being fold 
his own-brethren, not only pardoned them ſor the 
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A. M. 808, 1 ſons of Iſrael, loaded with 
Before J. C i &: ſtores and rich preſents ſrom their 
aan 336-1 brother Joſeph, haſtened home, as faſt 
asthey.could, toã che happy tidings to their father, 


The joy and ſurpriſe of the Patriarch to hear, that 


hisfon Joſeph was not only alive, but alſo had the com- 
mand of all Egypt, were fo great, that he ſeemed in a 


manner ſtupified at firſt; amd out of bis ſenſes. When 


be recovered hi ufelf, aud Was inform'd at leiſure of the 


HOLY BIBLE |: _ 


ts, that had happened, he laid, it id falkcient, 
ey des Joſeph bo on} ng; I will go, 


_ beaſts of butden-for the convenience of tranſporting his 

father & brethren with their goods & families into Egypt. 

In an expedition of ſach laſting: 

family, the religious Patriarch would not without 

8 g himſelf of the will, and imploring the 
n 

of his father Iſaac : 


God in an audible manner told 


him not 977 into Egypt. where under che 
— 


divine protection he 
40% e ature be brought back from thence, 
F his ſow 


, —— b 
ded eine lanes rem Pennies 


pon Pharaoh's 

. — AS with his eleven — — wives and . 
ones, to the number of 
towards the land of Egypt. Judas was ſent — o 
_— Joſeph of his father's coming. ph ſet of wick 

retinue to meet him, and 
Geſlen. he moment his father's carriage came in 
he got out of his chariot, and reſpectfully advanced on foot 
to receive him. As ſoon as they met, they ruſhed into 
each other's arms, they cordially embraced, they clung 
for ſome time together without 
fingle word. The exceſs of their joy was too high fur 


either of them to ſpeak what they felt. They wept, 


and their tears beſt witneſſed the glowing ſentiments of 
their hearts in this unexpected interview. Joſeph con- 
ducted both his father and his n the royal 
city, and preſented them to the ki Pharaoh 
them a gracious reception, and ag to their 
allotted them the fertile ſpot of Geſſen for their place of 
refidence. | There they ſettled anmoleſted and ſeparated 
from the Egyptians 3 there under the 
and by the particular care of Joſeph they lived ſtrangers 
to the ſamine, ove wn rhe was chr ye —_ +5 Aopreteny.. Ap 
amn E409) 
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aud embrace 
him, before I die. Had already ſent wWains ank 


— 


of the Moſt-hi h. He le victims to the God 


ſeventy in all, began his journey 


ed as far a 


able te ater 2 
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of God, 
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.* Fraly admirable, ſays Saint Chryſoſtom, is the « 


of Almighty God with regard ta his Elect. Through 


various trials by a continual ſueceſſion of good and ad - 
verſe fortune, he trains them up to virtue. He tempers 
their fucceſs with affliction, Jeſt they ſhould ſwell too 
high, and then viſits them again with comfort, leſt they 
fthould fink beneath the weight oi continued ſufferings, 


It was no loſs either to Jacob or to:Joſeph to have been 


deprived of each other ſor à time: the joy, they felt at 
meeting again, made ample aniends for their paſt afflicti · 
ans. The fortune; that afterwards-attended the deſcen- 
dants of jacob in Egypt, was the very reverſe of his. 


They at firſt experienced every advantage, they could 


wiſh for, and were in the end oppreſſed with all the evils, 

that an inſidel and barbarous 33 could inflia. For 
Egypt, that is to ſay the world, is always to be dreaded 
by every true Iſraelite; notwithſtanding. its -careſſes, it 
is not to be relied! upon. It varies in its favours and its 
friendſhip, as beſt ſuits its intereſt. Both its promiſes 
and its flatteries are always to be ſuſpected by the wary. 
Chriſtian; It often ſmiles, whilſt: it fixes its ſting, — 
pampers the body, while it kills the ſou. 


s XXVI Midwives of Egypt. Exod. 1 
A. M. 23163, J ACOB enjoyed a comfortable old 
Before J. C. 1685. J age, during the ſeventeen years he 
wrxreeſided in Egypt. Upon the report of 
his being fick, Joſeph, the bright pattera of filial piety, 


haſtened with his two ſons, Ephraim and Manaſſe, to 


y the laſt duty to his dying father. The venerable 
atriarch raiſed himſelf up in the bed at his fon's ap- 
proach, and ſpoke to him of the inheritance, which 
God had promiſed to his ſeed in the land of Chanaan, 
whither he deſired his remains might be carried after 
death, and depoſited with his father s. Joſeph promiſed” 
him they ſhould, and preſented him his two ſone, 
Manaſſe and Ephraim. jacob adopted them for bis 
own, promiſed them each a ſhare in the lands of Chanaan, 
and laying his hands upon their heads, bleſſed them both, 
| | He 


: 


We. een init” 4 


tie called his other ſons around his bed, sud gave ts 
ch a ſpecial blefling ; the moſt memorable is that, 
yhich he ſpoke to Judah, of expreſſes, that from his 
race the Meffias, 7% expefation of Nations, ſhould. be 
born and that this great event ſhould happen at or near 
e time, when the ſovereign power ſfiould be entirely, 
ken away from the Jewiſh nation. Jacob died in the 
undred and forty ſeventh year of his age. As ſoon as, 
he had breathed his laſt, Joſeph threw himſelf gpon the 
face of his deceaſed father, and poured out a torrent of 
tears, He gave orders for his phyſicians to embalm the 


body, and when the-ſeventy days that Egypt mourned for. 


Him, were expired, he aſked Pharaoh leave to ſee it Degel 
2s his father had deſired, in Chanaan, The King's whole 
court, and all the ancients of Egypt accompanied the 
funeral, and Jacob was with great pomp depoſited in the 
double cave near Mambre, by the fide.of Abraham and 
Ifaze, © Joſeph having paid theſe laſt honours to his 
father with a truly filial piety, haſtened back into Egypt, 
where he remained ſole depoſitary of the royal power and 
authority, as long as he lived. His brethren exprefling 
me apprehenfion, leſt he might take an opportunity 
from their father's death to repay them for the iojuries, 
5 had formerly done him, he aſſured them with tears 
in his eyes, that they had nothing to fear, that they 
ſhould always find him their friend and protector, that he 
would feed both them and their little ones. g With the 
ſpirit of prophecy he declared, that after his death God 


Would viſit and lead them forth from thence into the land, 
which he had promiſed to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 


bidding them remember, when that time ſhould come, to 


* 


away his bones with them out of Egypt, that. 


ey might be interred with his father's in the land of 


anaan. Joſeph lived to ſee his ſons children unto the 
third generation, and then died, being a hündred and 
ten years old, during eighty of which he had governed 
Egypt with great renown of juſtice and wiſdom. His 
med and d ted in one of the E 7 

oft be 


y was em 
Has tombs, where it reſted till the departure 


* 


ant od - 
Within 
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| Within a few years we. Joſep phy 


4. M. 9497, , 
Bly re J. "1579; 5 a tons! change PL rn Meg 
ce In nggom © "5 
ON Ling, known. alſo by. t e Phaxaoh, 3 
dopted „as it ſeems, by moſt of the Egyptian, kings, 
gettin the glory. of Joſeph's adminiſtration, . wh 
10 no friend to the Hebrew people. Far ſtom pro- 
teck in duke at his Aden had done, he thought 
to A and deſtroy them, rowing jealous of their 
wt he e their progeny incteaſe, he artfully 
m pted to diminiſh their numbers unger pretence 
781 INES them ſerviceable to the ſtate, For that pur- 
pole he e them in the public Works, whic be 
ſet on and impoſed ſuch heavy burdens on t em, 
0 he 6078 muſt break their ſtrength, and ruin 
\6ir conſtitutions, But as the Church Was afterwards. 
1855 gather frength. from its wordly afflictions, fo. did the, 
1 aelit es at that time increaſe the faſter, for bein 3 
preſſed. Pharaoh, took the barbarous reſglution o hav- 0 
His all their male children ſtrangled, as ſoon as they were 
rn, and charged the midwives of Egypt with its ene 
_ eation. The compaſſionate women, having the fear of 
God before their eyes, refuſed to imbrue their hands 1 in 
innocent blood "Pharaoh called them to an acco 
for not having executed his orders ; they L. were. = 3 
at hig threats, and made uſe of an officious le in Nie 
excuſe, ſaying, that the Hebrew. 1 were n 
unto thoſe of the country, and were . bs 
fore any midwife could came to them. 1 
er e to find himſelf thus ph i in 1. 
ſchemes of ſecret, murder, threw off the maſk, and gave a 
general order, that all the Hebrew bo . N Exceps.. 
tion, ſhould be : thrown into the river 1 
It. ſeems as ir ne feeling 2 ſentiment 5 
humanity had, been baniſhed from the brea 5.95 E:. 
Egyptians, excepting a few women, whe aut. come 
palſion to an injured people e ner to. che 
reſentment, of a cruel prince... indeed FR. 
excuſe, for their diſobedience by a” Which Was a weaks:. 


nels ;. yet God rewarded them for W eee | 


9471 


* 


%%% .. -Þ 
velplefd children. © Superlatively "happy would, they | 


ny choſen . their own lives rather, thai 


of E ith rabably have 
pen ber dees by Te, but I rovampenle th 
had dwelt efervally 3d halbes. 
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XXVII. Moyes ſaved from the Nile, . Bxad, 3c... 
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WW HILST the Ifttclites were groan-',, 4, M. 2433, 
Ving under the load of A} Hay Before 7e 15 7 
aud an _ungrateful king was exerting his * 
utmoſt malice to extinguiſh,a people, to whom his prede, 

ceſſors had been iadebted for their crown and proſperity, 
Amram the grandſon of Levi had a fon by his, Wife, 


whoſe name way Jochabed. Love prompted. the mothe 
to ufe every ingenious artifice to conceal her child, A 
comely countenance made him ſtill more dear. But 
Pharaoh's order was executed with the moſt unrelentin 
barbarity, ſhe was compelled at the end of three months 
either to give him up, or to periſn with kim She there- 
fore contrived, as it were, a cradle of bulruſhes, which ſhe 
twiſted together, and lined the infide with pitch, In this 
kind of baſket the laid her little infant, and expoſed him 
on the ſedpy bank of the Nile, telling her daughter to ſtay 
near the place, and cautioufly wait the event... Provis 
dence ſo ordained, that Pharaoh's daughter, atie: 60 by 
her maids, ſhould then come to that. very ſpot with an 
— to bathe in the river, She immediately eſpied the 
aſket, and being cutious to know what was in it, ſe 
one of her attendants to fetch it, She opened it, — 
ound a beautiful infant crying, and ſtratebing out its 
little hands as it were for help : the was foftened into 
L 2 | Piti. 
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Pity, and reſolved to ſave jt, The filter of the infant; 
Who was all this while upon the watch, narrowly obſerv-. 
ed, and heard what was ſaid. She drew nearer by de- 
- prees'to the princeſs, and at laſt ventured to'aſk her, if 
the wanted a nurſe for the child, and offered her ſervice 
do call one of the Hebrew women, Being told ſhe migh! 
the. ran to call her mother, The mother came, and Full 
of ſecret joy received her child from the princeſs, who 
promiſed to reward her well for her trouple in taking 
care of him. When the boy was grown up, ſhe preſent- 
ed him to the princeſs, who adopted him for her ſon, 
and called him Moyſes, becauſe he had been ſaved from 
i Fes waters: for Moyſes in the Egyptian language figni- 


s water. 


* 


The holy Fathers ſeem loſt in admiration, when. they 
conſider this ſaintly man, who was the miniſter of the 
old law, as Jeſus Chriſt is of the new, preſerved in the 
ſame wonderfyl manner, as his Saviour was, amidſt ſo 
many thouſands of infants, whom a tyrant's fury cut 
in the bud of life. It is in ſuch inſtances of his fatherly 
providence, that God ſhows himſelf to be the ſovereign 
ruler of all things, and that nothing is ſo eaſy to him, 
. us to defeat the deze ſchemes: that human policy can 

form in contradiCtion to his eternal defigns. He ſeems 

leaſed to exert a more viſible power againſt thoſe, who 
reſume to attack him by open force. vain did Pha; 

oh ſtrive to extirpate the 5 8570 people; he nopriſ · 
ed within his palace, as his grandſon, the very man, who 
was to deliver them out of his hands. The mother, 
whoſe fears had drove her to expoſe her ſon to the mer. 
cileſs waves, not only received him back again into her 
arms, but was even aid for nurſing ang ring care 

him, a care more precious|to her 57. all the treaſures 
df Egypt, The ſtep, that was intended to rob the infant 
of his life, was the firſt advance towards his future great- 
neſs, By a ſpecial Providence Moyſes was delivered 
from the waters of the Nile, that at his command the 
fon of that prince, who had thrown him there, might be 
lowed up in the waters of the ſea. Overwhelmed in 


bee abys porifet e Famer tiers 


* 


n HOLY BIBLE: || | 77 


who bad been the miniſters 2 maſer's pre, 
R who haye not given up their pretenfions to rea- 
and common ſenſe, theſe inftances of a ſuperior 
vidence muſt be a convincing proof, that there is a Gd. 
who preſides over and directs the my of men; that the 
moſt vigorous efforts of men are but mere weakneſs 
againſt the divine arm, and that to diſpute the power of 
the Mes- bigb is a al . "__ bat than . 
. 27 I Amur 4 . TRL : 


: ; * 


15 Ex 
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Move: ſpent. the years of his 4. M. 2473, 

youth in the royal qploce of, Before g. 4 1587; 
Egypt, where he was treated as P 8 2 8003 

raoh's grandſon. Having attained the dert year of 
his age, he began to thi P that a life, ſo miracalouſly 
preſerved by God, ; ought not to be idly ſpent amidſt the 
pleaſures of a court. Under the title of b he 

enjoyed every worldly comfort, tho by birth a Hebrew, 
whilſt his brethren were groaning under the moſt oppreſ- 

tive ſlave Being of the ſame race and religion with 
them, he ow no Privilege, that he could have to 

him from ſharipg 1 in the ſame fortune. As he was one A 
day taking his walk, and muſing upon that ſubject, he. 
found an Egyptian man beating a Hebrew in a — 

eruel manner. Moyſes was too partial to his coun 

man to remain an idle ſpectator; in the warmth of bla 
zeal he ſtruck the-Egyptian, and killed him upon tha 
ſpot. He looked round, and ſeeing po one 2 e 
he had not been ſeen, buried the body, in the ſand and, 
walked off. In his round next day be met * — two Iſ- 
raelites, that were quarelling with one 1 : he in- 
terfered, and endeavopred to reconcile them; upon 

- Which one of . them; rudely el him, What he 

nd whether he intended to kill either of them, as he 

dad killed the Eg gyptian the day before? Moyſes by that 

found he was diſcovered, and oye bt it neceſſary ſor 


| Wirf ic leave the coun | 
de e the goon ans 
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. actoly Me red ſea into the land of Madian which is 4 
part of Arabia'Petrofa,' In Madian there lived a prieſt, 

whoſe name was Raguel, otherwiſe Jethro, who had ſe- 

vetndaughters, Theſe young women daily tended their 


father's flocks, and one day leading them to drink, as = 


ſcat,” at à certain ſpring,” they found Moyſes there. 
his dreſs and language they took him for an Epypti- 
au, but by the ſervice he did them id helping their flocks 
to drink; they found him to be a good man. They ſpoke 
advantageouſly of him to their father, who deſired to ſee. 
him. Moyſes was therefore ſent for, who heing pleaſed 
with a certain air of goodneſs, that he ſaw in Jethro, 


conſented to live with him. He took a liking alſo to 


Sephora his eldeſt daughter, married her by mutual con - 
fent, and for forty years together took care of her fa- 
ther's flocks, that fed in a Ae RAE TITLES 
a ener Y Moyſes had one day led bis flock g 
A. M. 261g, into the inner parts of the deſett to- 
Before . C. 1491. wards the mountain of Horeb, where 
de ſaw a buſh on fire without its be- 
ing eonſumed. Struck at the wonderful appearance, 
he advanced to examine it more cloſely, when a voice 
amidſt the flames bade him ſtop, and take off 
Nis ſnoes, ' for that ſacred was the ground, on which he 
Kood. God told him, that the cries of the aſſlicted Iſ- 
raelites had penetrated the Heavens, that an end ſhould 
be put to their labours, aud that he was the man, choſen 
to lead them out of the Egyptian ſlavery into the land of 
promiſe. Moy ſes humbly begged to be excuſed” from 
an undertaking, for which he deemed himfelf wholly 
nnfit ; but God infiſted upon his obedience; and by two 
miracles convinced him of the divine power, that ſhou 
be always at hand to ſapport him. e firſt of all cen 
ed his rod into a ſerpent,” and from à ſerpent into a rod. 
After that he bade him put his hand into his boſom, 
which in an inſtapt was covered with a leproſy, and as 
Won made clean again. Moyſes notwithſtanding was 
Kill unwilling to conſent, till being terrified by the 
threat of God's diſpleaſure, he at laſt accepted of the 
Karge, which be could no longer refuſe without 9 


Ly 
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Upon that he took leave of Jethro, and haſtened back 
into Egypt for the conſolation of his country. | 
The holy Fathers look upon the burning buſh, as aun 
emblem of What happens to the Elect vf God, Perſecu- 
ted by a jealous, world, they remain unhart and unim- 
ired by the flames of affliction, that ſurround them: 
hor God himſelf js in the midſt of them to fupport them 
by his grace, and to render them more illuſtrious by 
their ſufferings. Saint Gregory dwells upon the exam- 
le of humility, that Moyſes gave in refufing I take 
75 him the charge of conducting the people of God, 
tho? ſo, qualified with. talents both of. gras and natur 
ittle in his own eyes he deemed. himielf unworth — 
e honour, and unequal to the arduous taſk ; nor wag 
he to be prevailed upon to conſent to his own prefer- 
ment, but by the evidence of miracles, and expreſs ors 
der of God himſelf, Inſtructive as ſuch an example is 
to all Chriſtians, it is particularly ſo to thoſe, ſays the 
ſame holy doctor, who are raſh enough to covet the di- 
tection and command of others. For ſuch is the pre- 
ſumption of human weakneſs, that the leſs virtuous and 
the leſs qualified a perſon is, often the more defirous is 
he of a charge, which the greateſt Saints have always 
been afraid of, as above their abilities. Men, who know 
not how to guide themſelves, wiſh to have the guidance 
of others; Unable to anſwer for their own conduct, 
they thruſt themſelves forward to be anſwerable for the 
conduct of others. 5 bY 


End of the third age. 
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5. 7 29; Moyſes 75 of H Aran, 20" Jockabed, 
2 nd-children of Levi, who had lived 33 years with 

ſaac, and Iſaac had lived 5o years with Sem. From 
this and the two foregoing tables it appears, that Moyſes 


Kas written nothing in his ſacred but what was 
ern Gent | 
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From the delivery of the Iſraelites” 6 
of Egypt 2513, to the foundation 
* Salomon's tem ple 29923; comprehend= 


ing the ſpace of 479 years. E nie a 
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HARAOH the tyrant, who had de- 4. M. 1 
. clared fo. unnatural a war againſt ' Before J. C. 1485. 
the Hebrew children, was now dead. 


and ſucceeded by his ſon of the ſame name; « princs 


equally cruel and tyrännical in his diſpoſition; This is 
the Pharaoh, before whom Moyſes and Aaron his brother 


reſented themſelves for leave to go with the people for 
ree days into the wilderneſs; where God had com- 


manded them to offer him a ſacrifice; Pharach receivs 
ed them with great harſhneſs, treated them as rebels; 
and ſaid, he knew nothing of the God they talked of. 
He aſcribed their petition to a ſpirit of revolt, and re. 


jected it with ſcorn, telling them, he ſhould give them 


ſomething elſe to think of.* He accordingly gave ſtrict 
orders to his officers to impoſe new burdens upon the 
mutinous Hebrews, as he called them, and to exact their 
daily taſks with the utmoſt rigour. The people finding 
themſelves thus loaded with new grievances, inſtead 
being relieved by the remonſtrances, that had been n 
in their favour; began to complain moſt bitterly; and 
thro? a ſtrange but common weakneſs of mind; turned 
45 plaints againſt the two brothers. They loudly 


urmurec r Moyſes and Aaron, as if they had 
ule 


been the caũſe of thoſe very evils, which they had been 

labouring t6 femove It is the treatment, which, this 

zealous paſtors of the 1er met with 
DER e bee ee ee of d ed 05 den 
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pains, = have taken for 


The ears of God being ae open to che Sie of the 


and needy, he commanded Moyſeg to preſent him. 
\ fecond-tin 5 bese Pfrach br 8 f 


is people. Full of 2 Moylſes 5 s 


eated th 
apa Boer Nh ecken a je, 


3 mien bn Gat, in the king's 


reſence changed Aaron's rod into a ef ent. Pharaoh 
had his magicians ready to mimic the divine power. By 


the help ,of their black ant they undertook to perform 


the like prodigy, and in effect changed their rods alſo 
3 This bis qe evented . good effect, h 
ikely to have h —7 upon the king 
mind, e nothing more was, done at that time. "Gor 
fao-afterwards commanded. his ſervant, Moyſes.to go for 
the third time, and in his name, a make a more urgent 
demani on Pharach for his conſent. The place of con- 
fetence was upon the banks of the Nile. ndaunted at 
the appearance of, ſayage majeſty, 2 s ſppke with a 


manly. f&rmneſs, but yet ſoftened hi 6 thr wa with, a 
meekneſs and modeſty, of 00 t was 22 
him. 'The king anſwered him wich Ei thr 
and ſternly reſuſed to let the wo g. Upan. whic| 
Moyſes quietly addreſſed himſelf to Aa on, b biddin g him 


ſtretch his rod over the ſurfage of the le, and. 72 Wa- 


ters not only of that river, but of, al the.rivers o 5 2 

were in an inſtant n. . Dipod,, and the 2 
Wed therein. $0 1 9021 anz Ws 
1 This change of the rivers into:bload is called 85 
eren and hardened 128 dhe heart of 

to bend by ſuch a ſtroke e en 
the like Wonders, 38 Moyles, 0 miſled his yh 
ment, and gave a ſpecious, pretext of obſtinacy to a 
133 who only ſought to ſind out rènſqns, not to yield. | 
oſe reaſous were in ſufficĩent $0;excuſe him from guilt: 

the plainly ſaw, that the; magicians, were not TER 
"done; bat likewiſe reſtrained in hem power gb 
ſo av not to be able to remove = plague, t ey ha 
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fl They had cha into bl 
iet, W 90 75 A nike fin? clint e As cod | 


into water again, we Þ * of nature altered} 

nd brought it back into der late at che word K 
Him, Who oke aud acted in che name of the' 22 | 
155 was more than ſufficient to have' e | 

a common infigel': but to 'x man, who! is Hul 

bind no evidence is clear; and on 4 heart) that gr 

arder like iron by the firokes it receives, yo — 
can eaſily be made. By a terrible, tho“ Juſt fad 

f God, Tuch 1 is the man, who in pu dhe ＋ $ age 
Kinacy + is ae ee o the m⸗ cious deſtres of 
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Ts 116 plag gue, by which God had 4. M. 951 
ſought ho ks Parzod Hd, Before 7. JE of q 


duty, 5 avin proved ineft * 
90 wed by n 12 others, - 13 | number | 
121 eve 


houſe of Egypt, was. the bond þ lague, and, ac 150 
Fare! 27 os of | thoſe 
ſtians, who ſpend themſelves in empty e 104 brow 
no piety, but in the unmeanin otion of | 12 ral 
e ic ciniphes, A. jou! "ine ee acc 1 1550 
ood from th! Wh Were the third P! 55 . 
ſemble OUS 5 5 5 who 9010 9 
e by e 2 bl e 175725 cation and 0; 101 4 
e fourt * an infinity 72 Which 10 
wege e Fah and his people, and denote tho | 
peeviſh fallics of a fretfyl temper, that teaſe away t 
peace and happineſs of human ſociety. . The N Was, 
rievous 'murrain amongſt the catcle, which | y in- 
icates, that they, who like the irrational ani 95 ige 
Wen Ales by heir ſenſes, ſhall be ' ſtruck A 
fe peſtil enge, that kills the. ul. "The Ext in- 
d boils and ſwelling 1605 upon men ad. 1 


Were and; angry Yo e ale 
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ted body, bears a yifible reſemblance with the inward 
* of a ſoul, tranſported with the paſſion either of 
Pride or anger, The ſeventh plague was a ſtorm of dri- 
ving ; hail, accompanied with dreadful lightnings and 
| thuyders, that broke down and 1 N | every thing 


on which it fell. Such is the boiſterous fury of the 
wicked in puſhing on their malicious defigns, till they 
| break or melt away, like hail Rones, and periſh awidh 
the ruins, they have made, The eighth plague were 
the locuſts, that devoured every green thing, Which the 
bail had ſpared. . To theſe locuſts all falſe witneſſes 17 
Properly compared, as with their mouth, like them, 
they equally hurt and deſtroy. The ninth was a palpa- 
ble darkneis, which fat upon the land for three days 
Fuel ind Egypt, excepting where. the Iſraeſites inha- 
ited, and repreſents that fad obſcurity, which over- 
clauds the ſoul of the impious, while a bright and cheery 
ful ſerenity ſhines upon the face of the virtuous. 1 
_* Such were the firſt temporal chaſtiſements, by which 
-A merciful God ſought to reclaim an obdurate finner, and 
to make him ſenſible of his duty. In this viſible exer- 
tion of the divine power we are to obſerve, that theſe 
plagues were not inflited upon Pharaoh and his peop! 
All at once, but at 9 intervals of time. 4 econd 
ſcourge was not emplo ed, till Pharaoh's hardened ma- 
| Tice, had, rendered the foregoing void ok its intended ef; 
| ect * Pharaoh's, ſubmiſſion to the divine will on any one 
P 95 would ve PIFcnes his chaſtiſement on the next; 


- From. the very firſt lague the ma icians ſaw, and in the 
third W e the agency of a divine power far ſu. 
perior to their own, To an omnipotent God, ſays the 
Wiſe man, it had been as eaſy to let looſe the Hong upon 
bis enemies at firſt, and without any previous notice to 
deſtroy them with one blow, But in compaſſion to the 
. miſery of human weakneſs, he tem red his juſtice with 
tender mercy; he contented himſelf with Teffer pom” 
ments in the beginning; he ſought to rouſe the Egypti- 
| ans to a ſenſe .of their duty by egrees, and by milder 
ſtrokes informed them, what they had to fear, ſhould hid 


Anger he once raifed to its heigth, We cannot be tod 
r 18 thoroughly 
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weros bly convinced of the truth, that God is always 
be feared, that no mortal power can pretend to reſiſt 


his migbt, and that in aſſerting his own divine rights, if 
ſofter methods will not do, he will then apply the moſt 


ſevere,” Por che divine jäflice is not to be outtone by 
human malice, nor are the mercies of God to be defeat. 
4 LY 10 1 7? 


ed by the obſtinacy of his enemies. 
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FJ ur. . Paſchal Land.  Exed,y2. 
TTHE nine foregoing plagues Having 4. M. e133, 
1 bad no effect upon the heart of Be NC. 118. 
araoh, God reſolved upon à ten tin 
more ſtriking and fatal, than any thing that had yet 
happened. Before he let fall this laſt ſtroke of his ven- 
geance upon che Egyptians, he commanded the ITfrael- 
tes to prepare and eat the Lamb, Which he had told 
em to have in readineſs, ever fince the tenth day © 


the month; preſcribing at the ſame time the manner and 


the ceremony, which he would bave them obſerve in cat- 


| ing it. Each family, ſays the facred text, mall take 4 


lamb, and on the fourteenth day of the month ſhall ſa. 
crifice him in the evening, and ſprinkle the doors f 
their houſes with the blood thereof; that night they __ 8, 
Eat the fleſh, roaſted at the fire,” with unleavened breat 

and wild lettices. While they eat it, they ſhall” ſtand 
With their clothes girt up, with ſhoes" upon their feet, 
and ſtabes in their hands, like travellers ready for their 
journey. The obedient "Iſraelites punctually fualfiſled 
every circumſtance ' of the order. On the fame night 


God ſent his exterminating Angel into every houſe in 


Egypt, that was not ſprinkled with the blood of the 
Fett and” flew. every firſt-born both of man and beaſt, 


Struck at the ſudden death of his eldeſt ſon, Pharaoh 
toſe in the dead of the night, and by the maurnful eries. 


that were Heard around, he was convinced, that the ſame 
melancholy diſaſter had befallen every family in Egy 
it the ſame hour. The conſternation was univerſal: 
from the royal to the meaneſt cot, there was not a 
ne ; 83 : FLY a TK. Frys n houſe. 
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houſe. without a dead body. Pharaoh's. obduracy w 
at laſt overcome; he ſent for Moyſes and Aaron, an 
in compliance with their requeſt bade them go wi 
their people, with their flocks and herds, into the deſert, 
and there ſacrifice to their God for three days. The 
Egyptians alſo preſſed them to be gone, and lent them 
the moſt valuable furniture they had, on that ſolemn 
occaſion. The very next morning Moyſes led forth the 
whole hoſt of Iſrael into the deſert, Which lay in their 
way towards the land of promiſe; nor was there a ſin - 
gle perſon left, or ſick amongit them. To; the number 
of almolt fix Minde thouſand fighting men, beſides. 
E children, the Iſtaelites began to march deer 
gypt four hundred and thirty years, finee Abraham 
bad firſt taken refuge there againſt the famine, and two 
hundred and fifteen, ſince Jacob had gone. thither ith, 
his whole family. It was by the ſpecial direction of Al- 
ighty God, that they carried away the richeſt ſpoils of 
gypt, the fine clothes, the gold and ſilver plate of > 0 
inhabitants, not only as a recompenſe for the painful 
ſervices. they had done them, but alſo as à figurative 
mark, that the Chriſtian Church ſhould be alſo furniſh- 
ed with temporal ſupplies for the external ſupport and 
7 ornament of the divine ſexvice. 1 hb | 
3 This deliverance of the Iſraelites from the ſlavery of 
Egypt 1s. the 1 of that moſt ſingular mercy, by which 5 
the world has been ſince reſcued from the tyranny of Sa- 
tan thro? the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, the immaculate lamb 
of God, If that divine victim had not been immolated 
on the croſs for man's redemption, the unhappy ſons. 0 
Adam would have been only able to weep, they coul 
not have freed themſelves from the ſlavery of fin. Jeſus 
Chriſt by his death has ſet them free, and by his croſs 
has opened to them a paſſage to their promiſed country, 
To nouriſh in our hearts a due ſenſe; of gratitude for a 
favour ſo unparalleled; and yet ſo unmexited on our part, 
we cannot too often or too ſeriouſly reflect, by whom we 
were once oppreſſed, and by whom we have been ſo 
bountifally redeemed. The reflection will teach us to 
value our pteſent happineſs, and to guard in future 
* * _— eee 
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kgainft the Frerched'fate, from Whith we have been de. 
livered  'To be zealoub in the ſervice of jeſus Chriſt, 
who can alone preſerve us in the freedom he has pur- 
chaſed us, and carefully to un, whatever tends to throw 
us back into the * of fin, is a _ both of gra- 
tirude N e nd of 821 to ourſelves. | er 
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AR AO EI nad conſented, as we A. ” 2513. 
have ſeen, to let Moyſes go with Before'}: 0. 1485. 
the Iſraelites into the wilderneſs for | 
three days to perform "their reſigious duties to Almi hty 
God. The three days were eldſed, and no Iſraelites 
returned. Pharaoh began to ſufpect, that they had im- 
7 upon him, and intended to s ont of his hands. 
all of thoſe ſurmiſes, and regardleſs” of the ſcour es, 

which lay ſtill heavy upon his kingdom, he Av Fe 
ürſue them: his ſubjects likewiſe being afraid of loſing 
ſh coſtly clothes and plate, which they had lent to the 
ſraclites, were 'eager to ſecond his deſign. Pharaoh 
| therefore affembled' his troops in haſte, put himſelf at 
their head,” and 1880 his march thro” the deſert to the 
Bee 15 whete he land his enemies encamped upon the 
more. The approach and terror of this arms threw the 
defenceleſs Iſrac lites into a deadly conſternation. Cloſe. 
ly preſſed on one fide by an enraged tyrant, who was 
Bas to fall upon them; and hemmed in on the other 
ſea, they began to abandon themſelves to deſpair, 
Wy they forgot the wonders, which God had fo 1557 

wrought in their favour, and grew diffident of the 

_ erful providence, which! from the moment of theiz 24 
pers had watched over them, in the form of a cloud 
and of a pillar of fire by night. They crouded 
r6Wn Moyſes, and inſultingly aſked him, if Egypt could 
not as well have provided them with a grave, and what 
need there was of bringing them to be butchered in the 

"wilderneſs ? Moyſes in the mildeſt terms endeavoured 


Tooth them into temper, and to rouſe their drooping 5 | 
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2 Eren of the divine; protection. Pharaoh 
| bad put his troops-ih,morion,, and was advancing to at- 
tack them. Moyſes retreated, till he came to the very 
edge of the, ſea, when ſtretehing forth his arm over the 
profound abyſs, as God had commanded him, the wa- 
tert were ſudden ly divided by a-mighty wind, and Opens 
ed him a paſlage to the-oppoſite ſhore, The Iſraelites 
ruſhed into the dry Wy 2835 92 2 , = at the 
watery -bounds, that ſtood ſuſpen ke a wall upon 
their 88 and left, Rs marched thro” the middle. 
The Angel, who, had hitherto gone before them at nigbt 
in the form of a-fiery cloud, ſhifted his ſtatign to the 
rear, and hindered the Egyptians from coming too 
cleſe upon, them, Pharaoh ſeemed inſenſible of the mi: 
tacle ;- blinded, by A he only thought of ſatiatin 
his revenge, and fancying the paſſage to be as free an 
2s ſaſe for him, as for the Iſraelites, ruſhed on_headlon 
afier them VAN all his hoſt... He had advanced into th 
middle of the abyſs, before he became ſenſible of the di - 
ſtinction, that God makes between his friends and ener 
mies. For from amidſt; the fiery, cloud there appear 
ſuch glaring ſtrokes of the divine wrath againſt him and 
his Egyptians, that in the _ utmoſt, terror and confuſion 
they began to turn back. Moyles, who with all his fol- 
Towers had by that time reached other ſhore, firetch- 
ed forth his hand again, upon the ſea, and called back the 
waters to their natural ſtate. Shut up within the boſom 
of the deep the whole Egyptian army periſhed- wich their 
chariots and horſes ; for of them all not ſo much «4 
bngle man eſcaped... 1s. * 
Miracles of this nature, never fail in their eſfock of + 
making, an impreſſion on the human mind, as. they + 
carry, with, them ſuch convincidg evidence of. the divine 
power, 5s that affect our outward ſenſes ſeldom 
paſs unnoticed, as the holy Fathers remark there are 
likewiſe other prodigies of g much faperior, becauſe 
of a more ſpiritual nature; ; FRG ies, ig which, we ate 
More immediately concerned, bog which e 
| be ſcarce. attend to. We ſtand aſtoniſhed, ſays Saint- 
Bernard, to ſee the Hebrew people ſo miraguloully zeſc 4 
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ed from the ſlavery of Egypt, while we take no notice 


of a foul, that by a fincere-r tance and converſion is 
delivered from the ſlavery of her: paſſions, Pharaoh is 
the tyrant, who was overthrown in the firſt inſtance, and - 
the Devil is vanquiſhed in the ſecond: in the firſt were 
overturned the chariots and the ' harſemen of an earthly 
prince, and in the ſecond is defeated the united force of 
concupiſcence and fin. The victory gained by the Iſ- 
raelites was over men made of fleſh and blood like them=- 
felves ; the triumph of a penitent ſoul is over the aerial 
powers and the tremendous prince of darkneſs.  'To 
men, who Jadge of things as they ſtrike their ſenſes, 
the firſt may ſeem more wonderful; but to God, by 
whoſe power all things are done, the ſecond is more 
glorious, | | * 1 
ea en VB CO x 


i E pa which had ſo miracu- 4. M. 2513, 

KY 22 opened thro* the red Before I C. 1487. 
fea, ſtruck the moſt inſenſible of the > 
Jews with aſtoniſhment. Penetrated with a due ſenſe of 
gratitude, they joined with Moyſes in ſinging the moſt | 

blime hymns of thankſgiving to God for his mercy 
towards them. The women likewiſe, with Mary the 
filter of Moyſes at their head, tuned their canticles of 
joy to the ſound of the oy, and other muſical inftru- 
ments. But theſe good diſpoſitions of the people laſted 
not long. They no ſooner began to feel ſome inconve- 
niencies for want of proviſions, than their ſongs were 
changed into murmurs and complaints againſt Moyſes, 
whom they made anſwerable for every accidental hard- 
ſhip, they met with. Moyſes, like a faithful miniſter 
of the Moſt-high, ſtrongly reprimanded them for their 
behaviour, as grievouſly injurious to God himſelf. - For 
the complaitits you have made, ſaid he, are not againſt 
us, they are againſt the Lord, in whoſe name we act. 
Be but convinced, that the Lord himſelf watches over 


3 HISTORY OF THE AGE 4. 
fill. They waited not long, before the promiſe was ac- 
compliſned. For in the evening there came into the 
camp a prodigious flight of quails, of which the people 
killed as many, as they choſe: and the next morning 
there appeared upon the gropnd ſomething like the 
criſpy ſubſtance of a hoar froſt, ſmall and white, which 
they called Manna, and which from that time never 
failed them for their ſopport during the forty years, 
that they wandered in the wilderneſs, Upon ſhowing 
their ſurpriſe at the firſt appearance of a thing ſo new 
and unexpected, Moy ſes informed the pevple, that this 
was the bread, which God had ſent them from Heaven 
for the nouriſhment of life, that every morning before 
ſun-riſe they were to gather as much of it, as ſhould be 
neceſſary for the preſent day, but that for the more re- 
ligious obſervance of the Sabbath they ſhould on the day 
before gather a double quantity. By theſe injunQtions 
to his people God has been pleaſed to ſignify to us, that 
we ought to prevent the ſun in our acts of prayer and 
thankſgiving to him, and that we are not to be over 
ſolicitoas about the neceſſaries of life, nor anxious to 
hoard up a quantity of things, that we ſhall never want. 
conſequence of theſe injunQions. we muſt obſerve, 
that the Manna corrupted if kept longer or in, gaenger 
28 than was requiſite for any one day be the 
bath, and if not gathered early in the morning, it 
melted away, ſoon after the ſun was up. 5 
The Manna is manifeſtly a figure of the holy Euchariſt, 
as Jeſus Chriſt witneſſes in his Goſpel. Miraculous was 
its production, and moſt wonderful were its effects, It 
had both the effect and taſte of delicious food during 
the time, that the Iſraelites were upon their journey 
to the land of promiſe, It is by the Scripture called 
the bread of Heaven, and the bread of Angels. But as 
the reality is always more perſect, than ite figure, fo fall 
more miraculous in itſelf, and more wonderful in its ef- 
ſecte is the Euchariſtical food, which Jeſus' Chriſt has 
given to his Church. This is truly the living bread, 
deſcending from Heaven, with which he nouriſhes, oom - 
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on earth, Hence the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude 
are due to our bleſſed Lord for ſo ſalutary an inſtitution. 
A lively faith and an ardent deſire of true happineſs 
ought to keep us ſo habitually diſpoſed, that we may be 
worthy each day to receive and profit by it, As long as 
ſuch ſentiments animated the Hebrew people in the de- 
ſert, they joyfully received and reliſhed their heaven] 
food ; but'as their piety grew cold, they wer i 
ſed, and wiſhed again for the fleſh-pots and leeks of 
gypt. A ſimilar conduct is but too often viſible in 
Chriſtians, who being cold in their devotion, and 
weary in the divine ſervice, come to the holy table with- 
out being worthily diſpoſed, and ſo eat to their own 
condemnation, not diſcerning the body of our Lard, 
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POWER, ſo miraculouſly and ſo A. A. 2318s | 
conſtantly diſplayed by Almighty Before J. C. 1487. 
cn in favour of — — 
ought to have removed every fear, and prevented every 
conan of diffidence for the future, But new trials cre- 
ated new fears, and riſing difficulties renewed the cla- 
mours of a people naturally matinous and inclined to 
rebel. The country, thro* which they marched, was a 
dry and fandy deſert : they came to a place called Raphi- 
dim, where no water was to be found: impatient of 
thirſt, they grew ſeditious. A ſpirit of revolt ſpread it- - 
ſelf thro' the camp; they vented their ſpleen againſt 
Moyſes, whom they threatened to ſtone to for 
having brought them out of Egypt. Of all men livin; 
Moyſes was one of the moſt meek and vel the e 
tical tuation he was then in, afforded him no 
but in God. To God he had recourſe by le 
prayer: he earneſtly begged tbe divine er to ſup- 
port him in the diſcharge of a duty, which he never had 
undertaken, but in obedience to his holy will. God 
was pleaſed with his humility, heard his prayer, and 
told him to take * with which * 
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the waters of the Nile into blood, and to go with the 
_ ancients of Iſrael to the rock of Horeb, where his name 
ſhould be glorified, and the people be relieved, - Moy- 
ſes went accordingly to the place appointed, *being;ac- 
eompanied by the ancients, and followed by a vaſt croud 
of the common people; he ſtood with the rod in his 
hand, he ſtruck the rock in their preſence, and àn in- 
ſtantaneous ſtream iſſued out. "They quenched; their 
_ thirſt, and were ſatisfied. This ſtream is a figure of 
_ thoſe flowing graces, that are drawn from the wounds 
of Chriſt crucified : for Chriſt is the rock, from whence 
the ſtreams of ſalvation flow. By theſe ſtreams our 
hearts are ſoftened into tears of compunction, and our 
ſouls refreſned with new vigour in their way to Hea- 
| ven. * * #- 
On a ſimilar occaſion of diſcontent amongſt the 1 
ple, (Namb; c. 20.) Moyſes repeated the ſame miracle in 
a place, called Cades, Where Mary his ſiſter died. The 
mutineers at that time carried their inſolence ſo far, as 
to forget all reſpect for their leaders. The two brothers, 
ſeeing it was not only uſeleſs, but alſo dangerous to 
contend with a lawleſs multitude, retired into the Ta- 
bernacle, where | bathed in tears and proftrate before 
God in prayer, they implored the divine mercy upon a 
| hardened people, from whoſe violence they were obli 
to fly, With the earneſt tenderneſs of a father S 
prayed for the moſt ungrateful of men ; they interceded 
for the preſervation of -a people, who were perſecuting 
them for the very good, they had done them. God was 
leaſed to comfort his faithful ſervants by manifeſting 
2 glory to them, and he told Moyſes to lead out the 
le before the rock, where he would give them water 
to drink, Moyſes accordingly roſe up, aſſembled his 
ple, and bade them follow him. He ſtood full be- 
64 them, he addrefſed himſelf. to the rock, as tho? it 
were leſs hard and leſs deaf, than they: he firuck it 
twice with his rod, and behold, a plenteous ſtream guſh- 
ed out. „ eee their fury was alla ed 
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In this intereſting miracle the ſacred writer takes ho- 
tice of a circumſtance, which ought not to be forgotten, 
Moy ſes ſtruck the rock twice, by which he expreſſed a 
doubt of the ſubſequent event. Little as the fault may 
. Jeemy it was, moſt ſeverely puniſhed. Almighty God 
was offended by it, and therefore warned his ſervant out 
of bow life, before he ſhould enter the land of - promiſe. 
Moyles, who on every other occaſion had been ſo faithful 
to his God, who had wrought ſo many and ſo glorious 
_ achievements in his ſervice; Moyſes, who had ſo often 
obtained pardon for the moſt atrocious ſins of his people, 


and in whoſe hands the plentitude of God's miraculous 


power ſeemed to be depoſited, was taken out of life for 
aà fault apparently only venial. In puniſhment of ſome 
little diffidence, he had ſhown in the execution of God's 
order, Moyſes was deprived of the only happineſs, that 
he wiſhed to enjoy, before he died. How adorable are 
2 BON and how terrible are thy judgments, O God 


ne by this freſn 4. M. 2513, 
inſtance of the divine 3 Before 3. C. 1487, 
which had given them water from the 13.08 
hard rock, the Iſraelites kept up their ſpirits for a time, 
till they ſaw themſelves W- ws | by a formidable enemy. 
The Amalecites were the firſt, who had the boldneſs to 
make war upon a nation, which God had viſibly taken 
under bis protection. They imagined, that an-undiſ. 
ciplined multitude of men, fatigued with continual 
marches, ſpent with ſcarcity of proviſions, and almoſt 
wholly deſtitute of every implement of war, would make 
no great reſiſtance. Upon that cowardly preſumption 
they drew their forces together, and marched- out to 
deſtroy a le, from whom they had received no pro- 
vocation, and could fear no harm: Moyſes with his 
uſual confidence in God was reſolved to defend himſelf. 
Neither the numbers nor the warlike ſhow of his ene- 
$411.78? mies 
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mies gave him the leaſt alarm. He called upon Joſue, 
and ordered him to chuſe out ſome of the moſt valiant 
amongſt the people, and to make head againſt the com- 
mon enemy, aſſuring him at the ſame time, that he 
would be anſwerable for the ſucceſs. The next morn. 
ing Joſue led out his troops to battle, while Moyſes with 
Hur and Aaron went to the top of a neighboWing 
mountain, that commanded the plain, to pray for the 
combatants. He prayed with his arms extended in the_ 
form of a croſs, which was in future times to be ſo ſalu- 
tary to us, and ſo formidable'to our enemies. By that 
he taught the children of Iſrael in their very firſt engage 
ment, that victory depends ſolely upon God, and that he 
js ready to grant it to thoſe, who with an humble confi. | 
dence aſk it of him. The Iſraelites accordingly prevailed 
againſt the moſt vigorous efforts of Amelec, as log as 
Moyſes lifted up his hands to heaven in prayer for them. 
But when thro? fatigue he was obliged to let them fall, 
his people then gave way, and the Amalecites prevailed 
in their turn : Which when Hur and Aaron obſerved, 
they obliged the man of God to fit down, and ſtanding 
on each ſide of him, held ap his arms ſtretched out in 
prayer till ſunſet, when the Iſraelites put the enemy 
to flight, and gained a complete victory. The memory 
of that glorious event was by God's order, recorded to 
ſuture generations, and an eternal enmity declared 
againſt the nation of Amelec, till it ſhould be utterly 
deſtroyed. | | e 
In this example as we fee on one hand how ineffectual 

every human effort is of itſelf to inſure ſucceſs, ſo on the 
other we cannot but admire the force of holy prayer, 
which ſo efficacioufly engages the hand of the Almighty 
to aſſiſt and ſapport us. Prayer is one of the firſt duties 
of a Chriſtian :+it is an Important, it is a public, it is 
an univerſal duty; a duty from which no man of what- 
ever rank or ſtation in life can be exempt. - And tho” it 
be a duty incumbent upon all in general, yet in a more 

ial manner it regards thoſe, who are charged with 

conduct of others. Unable of themſelves to falfil 
their obligation, they maſt EE EGS the 
an | vine 
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divine help, which alone can. ſtrengthen their weakneſs, 
and make them equal to the. taſk. To pray for-thoſs 
under their care is perhaps the moſt important ſervice, 
they can do them; prayer is a ſource of endleſs bleſſin 
which are not communicated. thro” any other chanel. 1 
Moyſes had not prayed, Joſue had not been victorious, 
The forces of Amalec, tho' more than ſufficient to defeat 
the arms of a whole nation, could not ſtand againſt the 
rayers of Moyſes: the fingle prayer of one man contri- 
— more to the victory, than the united efforts of 2 
n CREOLE * N. 11 * Uni Wert 
5 VIII. The commendments given os Mount Sinai. 
. Exod. 19. | | 


"TPHREE months were elapſed, ſince 4. M. 251g, _ 
the Iſraelites had left the land of Before J. C. 2487, 
Egypt, and every day ſince that time 
had furniſhed ſome, miraculous inſtance of the divine 
goodneſs towards them. God commanded Moyles to 
remind them of thoſe: great wonders, which he had 
wrought in their favour, and to declare the merciful 
deſigns, that he ſtill had upon them. For of all the na- 
tions of the earth he promiſed. to make them his choſes 
people, and ſpecial ——.— for ever, upon condition, 
that they on their part would promiſe to be faithful in 
bis ſervice, and keep his cammandments. Moyſes ia 
conſequence aſſembled the people, and related to them 
the words, he had received from the Lord for their con- 
ſent : they all with one accord immediately cried out, 
that they would do whatever the Lord ſhould command 
them. Upon that publie profeſſion of their williagaels 
to obey the divine precepts, he gave them notice to pre- 
for the third day, when they ſhould hear God him- 
Feif ſpeaking to them from the ſummit of Mount Sinai. 
And that they might be worthy to appear before him, he 
ordered them not to a their 'wives in the mean 
time, but to ſanctify themſelves and to waſh their gar- | 
ments. Around the foot of the holy mountain he drew 
| z 
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boundary, which in the name of God he charged them 


not to paſs under pain of death. 

The third day now began to dawn: a clear light dif- 
fuſed itſelf over the earth: the ſky was open and ſerene, 
when behold a dark and gloomy change came on, and a 
folemn ſcene unfolded itſelf to the earn. Dreadful 
thunders began to roll on every fide of Mount Sinai, and 
quick lightuings flaſhed from the ſullen cloud, that hung 
over its top. The Lord deſcended in fire upon the ſteep 
ſummit, and called Moyſes to him. 'The\whole circum- 
ference of the mountain was forthwith involved in thick 
ſmoke, and an inceſſant ſtream of flames aroſe, as from 
2 glowing furnace, The fhrill and ſwelling clangors of 
a trumpet were alfo heard at the ſame time, the people 
frembled, and lay cloſe Within their tents, Moyſes went 
down to them, and with difficulty having prevailed upon 
them to move out, ranged them in order beyond the 
boundary, that he had ſet round the foot of the moun- 
fain- The Lord then ſpoke his commands, faying, I am 
the Lord, thy God; Thou ſhalt not have ftrange'Gods 
before me, nor make to thyfelf any graven thing: thou 
ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: 
remember thou keep holy the ſabbath day: honour thy 
father and thy mother: thou ſhalt not kill: thou ſhalt 
not commit adultery * thou ſhalt not ſteal : thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour : thou ſhalt 
not covet thy pre b s wife : thou ſhalt not covet thy 
neigkbour's s. The loud voice and preſence of the 
Lord, arrayed with all that pomp of awful majeſty, filled 
the Iſraelities with fuch terror, that, unable to ſtand any 
longer, they defired Moyſes to ſpeak, and not thus ex- 
poſe them to the danger of being terrified out of life by 
the tremendous angange of ® God. n e 
Thus did almighty for the firſt time publiſh his 


commandments in a ſolemn manber to the world. They 
are ten in number, and contain the ſum of all our oblipa- 
tions both to God and man: they will to the lateſt poſte- 
rity retain their full force, and no man ever can preſume 
to trangreſs them without incurring the guilt of fin. ' Tt 
is the wiſh of the holy Fathers, that every Chriftan ſhared 
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ediſeininitte widow: by which te tobulachs3k6 Fetipt. 
ou and civil eder er th people 8 | Tie 
are comprehended under one common title of the ſewi 
or LeviticaFlaw, and are recorded at full length in che 
books of Moyſes. Almighty God having fully explain- 
_ ed himſelf to his inſpired Law-giver upon every particu- 
lar, delivered to him two ables of 'Rone, on both fides 
of which he had with his own finger, 'as/ the Scriptite 
press it, engraved! the un eb fthasd sed te, by the 
' e 9 abridgment of alt his other precepts. 


Forty days and as many nights were pool ooh is ſecret 
, Herd) bee God bee. Moyſes. Daring that time 
the people had, by an unaccountable hardneſs/ of heart, 
forgot not only Moyſes, but the very God, who a few 
weeks before had appeared ſo terfible to them on the 
mountain, under which they ſtill lay encamped. Not 
knowing, as they ſaid, What was become of Moyſes, 
they aſſembled round Aaron, aud in a tumultuous man- 
ner inſiſted upon his letting them have'an idol, like other 
nations, to go before them. Aaron weakly yielded to 
their impious demand; and ordered them to bring him a 
collection of gold, and golden ear-rings of their wives 
And daughters. He melted it down together, and form- 
ed the image of à golden Calf, Strange 2s it ap- 
pears, this Was the idol, which. the Jews amidſt the ap- 
5 — of a ſhouting multitude ſet up in the camp, and 
Pp d, as the God of Iſrael. Moyſes at chat very bour, 
by the expreſs command of God, came down from the 
mountain with the two tables of the Law in his hand. 
Struck at the unuſual ſounds he heard, he haſtened on to 
ſee, what the matter wat; and behold, as he approach - 


ed the camp, he found the le dancin ſingin 
FFF 
ght kindled ſuck à flame within is bet, chat! 
ſeemed in a manner to be tranſported out df himſelf: 
be threw down the tables from his hands, and Qhivercd 
chem to pieces j for they were needleſsto'a people; who 
| had blotted the Law itſelf out of their hearts; In the 
 _ardour of his zeal he laid hold of the idoÞ they had made, 
immediately broke it down, and caſt it into the * 


n 
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en * had reduced it to powder, be mixed it wi 
1 and gave it 10, "the kae to drink, that —4 
by * de 15 thing it was, whach they | 
foolilbly adopted their God. "He called Aeon to a 
yere account for having ſuffered i ſuch a ſcandal, to, be 
t 72 and laſt of all addreiled: himſelf to the people in 
general. W. L. placed himſelf in the entrance of the 
camp, he aloud, that all thoſe, who ftill;re- 
f tained,; any Meal of their duty to God, ſhould come ſorch 
aud jou! Nope The whole tribe of Levi ranged . 
ſelves immediately by his fide. He turned 
told them to unſheath their ſwords, and to 91 4 2 
trait line quite thro* che camp and back again, putting 
every obe to death, that ſhould. come in their way, with. 
ih any diſtinction of reſpett of perſons. The faithful 
| ] evites executed the order to its full extent, and by their 
| andy about three aud twenty thouſand men were lacrie 
| g to expiate the guilt of thoſe, that ſurvived. 
o'a cenforious world, whoſe en are conſined to 
e e of injuries done to 1 7 N this 988 
on may perchance ſeem. ſevere. riſtians, who 
- confider the infinite diſtance, | between 
Creator and his creature, it ar. > how ger a ſatis- 
faction 18 due to an inſulted Deity. Levites were 
armed ed with the ſword of juſtice, w_ 1 were armed by 
e the Berk. Ne 11 e a ry ; holds. the ſo- 
vereign o men. 
Wide as an of the lle had fray „ and. their fn 
wa 9927 yond expreſſion ; k a few were 1 
they deferved, that the reſt might repent and live, The 
22775 of T Moyſes on this Cod Un 8 an inſtructive 5 | 


ſays Saint S ry, io thoſe iant' parents, who 
n ef pi giving 5 xd or correction to 
ther pres 1 ho, tho Au hem ſtraying from 
4 duty, 11 into Ayr A headlong to- 

the. 8 11 N ſuffer no * neſs, n 0 
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| ſometimes even with * that it way derrect the faul 
ty and fave the delingüent. No father ever had 2 more 
nder love for his fon, chan Moyſes bad for che [ſnael. 
ites ; their intereſt, their * and kh hap ineſ was blend 
with his own. His loye had du r its f6utidati 
| 19 God for its motive ; it was fubfervient to the Sade. 
ty, flat he owed to his Creator : his zeal for juffice'was 
IT to his charity, He knew how beinoully his 
had offended ; he dreaded the anger of n un 
id was therefore polls to en ge by 
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-they oh ſeemed fenfible of their crime, and 2s 2 mark 
of their repentance laid aſide their uſual ornaments of 
ts and recovered the divine favour. "Almighty God, 
being thus reconciled wich his people, commanded 
ſes to hew out two other tables of ſtone like thoſe, he had 
broken, and to p6 with them to the top of mount Sinai, 
where he ſhould receive the fame words engtaven on 
them, as had been engtaven on the firſt, In obedience 
to this order, Moyſes provided himſelf with two hew ta- 


hles, nd for the ſecond time aftended the holy men- 


tain to converſe with God. As Toon” as he ——— the 


8 er toftrated himſelr in pri ged the di- 
ren, ord Ns en : or he reve 1 their jour. 


eſcended che cloud, chat * 
9 0 hb ſummit of the wountain, heard his prayer, 
97 wer him protection. He converſed fatnifiarly with 


ſervant, and gs him every inſtruction 'neceffary for 


bis on and th ye pes future conduct. The hey con. 
8 taft y e and forty nights, dirivg all 
Lins time nelther ent nor drank. The term 
being expired, he took up the two hk wes oe on 


which God bad —— the words of the ten command- 
mente, and came down from the mountain, i 
2 that this long converſation-with 
Bert in his countenance : for as he approached the 


und che reſt of the * 1 7 hs 4d, 


Fr kee of glory ning fromm b 
them afraid pf ming ner Mm. e the cauſe 


of thieir not =pproztting,” he covered his 


tabernitcle to converſe with God. Moyſes*s condut᷑t 
$ particular is'a tacit 'admonition for us likewiſe 
S 
and t 700 7 e 
Saen vr ts, we de ge a 
Thus it was, vat Gef edlved his eye again inte 
poten and delivited to them bis colfman@ments, wiit- 
for che fecbnd time on two new tables of None with 
Bk pm band. The ar favour, he then granted 
* Iaetices, is a mafk ol that; which he grants to all 
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| des penjtems, when kat ls Net Spirit 
he ze-imprints in their ſouls the character of by love, 
chjohy hack been <flaced by fg, And it is that gratuitous 
j which no one can 2 and few obtain withaut 
reat pains, and the moſt laborious endeavours... It 
what 18 fignified to us by the labour, which Moyſes was 
ordered to employ in hewing out the ſecond, flones with 
hie own hand ; a labour, which he had not e ployed 
about the firſt, as the holy Fathers obſerve... The diff. 
culty, that: attends. the I of a fayour, 9 
makes ue more ſenfible of its value 3, and this very difh- 
" culty God has annexed.to the recovery 07 AION SIE 
= that it may make os. more. careful not to loſ t it a hy 
| time For ſuch is the weakneſs of our nature, 15 we 
 eafily-refign, what we can eaſily recover: and the preat- 
neſs of a loſs is not made ſenſible to us, but by the dif- 
culty we find in repairing. it. As. the renewal of the 
Law on ſtone was not to de effected, but by great labour 
ve with faſting and devout prayer, ſo 9 can the 
of grace in the ſoul. be repaized, but by team RY 
La arent W047 99 075 990 30-09 ben zun 
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* , 1 1 TOYSES. havi brou "kt the able 
Deere $291 of the Law: ng the people Rae 
99157 people having, promiſed a fai fic 
- diency 60 i Me his . Ga deen 
munten nnen denne the 
mountain. Before be fet to work, he convened 
'tribes, and informed them of the inſtructions, he, had 
received : he deſeribed to them the different ——— and 
- ornaments, which he was commanded 49 prepare for the 
divine ſervice : he propoſed to them the expenſe, that 
: would be requiſite} ſor ſo, great an, unde Fo 
+ hoped that * 5 one would be e eee 
3 to wn eter roi co 2 | 
propoſal. made, but t fu = eir moſt pręci- 
ons effects, their coſtly ſtuffs plate and Fer 
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— he women likewiſe, unwilling to be out- done 
the men, * Wer themſelves of their fineſt ornaments, 
ir bracelets, their rings and eur- Hugs: in a word, 

the zeal” of all the hoot on that occaſion, Elvin 

outdo one another, was ſo great, that n 

reſently fardiſhed with every material he wanted. 

faw ſuch heaps bf riches Tying round him, that by a 725 

lie erier he gave them notice” to bring no more. His 

next concern way to lool out mg icy roper workmen, and 

Kilfu artiſts for che erecution. The firſt thing he ſet 

about, was che Tabernacle,” an oblong 5 — 

tent, thirty cabits in engt and nine in breadth. The 
backe part and two ſides Were made of Setim' boards, ten 
cubits kong, which formed the heigth of the edifice Los 
the groun to the edge of the © Thefe boards were 

2 upright, ee the ſides; and at the bottom 

let into a baſe by two fllver tenons at the corner of each 

board: they were faſtened" together on OE oy 
croſs pieces of Setim wood, and'plated with 


"roof — covered with n row of Fain lots laid 


one upon another, and faſtened cloſe together with loo 
and buckles of braſs.” This covering was made b 


8 
enough to hang down h whole cubit_on each fide, as 3 


fence, againſt the wea r. The infide was hung with. 
and was divided into two 


rich | embroidered- 


arts by ſour pillars o 'Setiin, richly gilt, upon 
E with capitals of gold. L. ore bh che 
as 4 veil of moſt exquifite needlework, 2 
brighteſt colours of purple, — and ſcarlet. 
b This apartment, incloſed behind this veil, was cãlled the 
' Holy of Holics, and the ſpace between that veil and the 
rr the Sanctuary. The entrance itſelf 
was ſhut up by another veil of the ſame coſtiy needle- 
Work, Which, Mke the ether, häng by ringe agaiaſt th of 
_ finely orriamented-pillars,- that formed the prong une, 
1 Tabernacle, and looked to the-eaft.- 
Such was the niyfterious ſtructure of Moyſes's | 
ble tabernacle,” which according to Saint Auſtin was 
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._ 60 porting tithe model, which God 
au, 21 given upon the mountain, 

Moyes A de Gn th place began che Atk of the Cove. 
This Ark, when finiſhed, was. conſidered by the 
Lachen as the moſt precious ſymbol of cheir — 4 | 
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them his anſwers, whenever he was pleaſed to be propi- 
tious, and to ſhow mercy to them. Upon the Propitia- 
tory ſtood two Cherubims, face to face, with their wings 
extended and ſpread fo, as to cover the Ark, and formed, 
as it were, a throne for the God of all ſanctity and maje- 
ſty. Hence comes the expreſſion, which we often meet 
with in the holy Scripture, of God fitting upon the Che- 
rubims. At the four corners of the Ark were four gold- 
en rings, in which four levers of Setim, covered with 
Id, were always left for the convenience of carrying 
it, whenever the camp moved forward. The ark was in 
a ſpecial manner conſecrated to God, in which nothing 
was depoſited beſides the two tables of the Law: it is 
therefore called the Ark of teſtimony, and the Ark of the 
covenant; by which two names the Law itſelf is often 
called in holy Writ. | 144 
Thus it pleaſed Almighty God in ancient times to 
treat his people, and to give them a * object of 
religious veneration, ioned to their capacity, 
and placed within —— their corporeal — 
For ſome external ſigh is neceſſary to rouſe our faith, 
to aid our weakneſs; and to fix oor attention in the 
exerciſe of divine worſhip. The Propitiatory, which 
covered the Ark, was a type or figure of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who according to Saint Paul, is our propitiation, and the 
mediator of peace between his heavenly Father and us. 
Thro” him alone we obtain the remiſſion of our fins, and 
from him we receive the oracles of ſalvation, when we 
hear him ſpeaking by the mouth of thoſe, whom he has 
commiſſioned to tèach; and commanded us to hear. For 
to his Church he ſays, He that hears yau, hears me. 
The Propitiatory had its Cherubims,' and fo has ' Jeſus 
Chriſt in his followers. Chriſtians themſelves, as Saint 
Auſtin often repeats, are theſe Cherubime, who by their 
ardent charity are tratisformed, as it were, into hy- 
ing ſeats and thrones of God. The honour, to which 
we are raiſed by the ſacrament of baptiſm, —. emi- 
nently great, we cannot loop to the pomps of ; with- 
out degrading our Chriſtian character: being once form- 
we cannot 
without 


ed into the living 9 of the Holy G 
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without ſacrilege admit any other object of, adoration 
within our hearts. The Philiſtines indeed ſet up the 
Ark and Dagon in the ſame temple; and it is what 
every Chriſtian does, ſays Saint Auſtin, who endeavours 
to unite God and the world together, who: divides his 
- ſervice between Jeſus Chriſt and Satan. 
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5 XIII. The Table of Show-bread, Exod. 25. 
A. M. 2314, 5 b E Ark of the Covenant being 
Before J. C. 1486. 1 finiſhed, Moyſes gave * 
for making a table, according to the 
model, God had fhown him. It was made of the incor - 

ruptible wood Setim, plated on the top, and edge round 
with the pureſt gold, bein a cubit and a half high, two 
cubits long, and one broad. Above the edge was a rich 
border of fret · work, four fingers high, with a ſmall gilt 
rim round the top. To each foot, juſt under the four 
corners, were ſour golden rings to receive the bars, that 
were made of Setim, and covered with gold, for the de- 
cent convenience of carrying the table, when ever it was 
to be moved. It always ſtood in the Sanctuary on the 
north fide over againſt the golden candleſtick; and on it 
were ſet the twelve loaves of Show bread; ſo called, be- 
cauſe they were placed in open view, before the Ark of 
the Lord. They were ſet fix and fix; one upon another, 
in two heaps, one at each end of the table: they remain- 
ed there for a whole week, when they were replaced by 
twelve - freſh ones, made like them, of the fineſt flower 
tempered with oil. Upon the uppermoſt loaf of each 
heap ſtood a veſſel ſmoking with the ſweeteſt incenſe. 

The ſtale bread at the week's end was according to God's 
order eaten by the Prieſts within the Sanctuary ; nor was 
it Jawful for any other perſon to eat there. 

This offering of the Show- bread, according to the re · 
mark made by the holy Fathers, Was 4 continual ſacri- 
fice, by which the children of Iſrael expreſſed. their gra- 
titude, and acknowledged their dependence on God for 
the bleſſings they enjoyed. The number of loaves — 
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equal to the number of tribes, that each tribe might 
ſhare in that public act af thankſgiving; which was ſo 
juſtly due to the common Father of them all. The like 
acts of gratitude are not leſs pleaſing to God now, than 
they were then; and with far greater reaſ6n does he now 
expe(t a more grateful return, as the bleſüngs which he 


has ſince ſhowered down upon us Chriſtians, are inſinite- | 


ly more precious. Amongit the many ſpiritual bleſſings, 
which are-peculiar to us, and were not grauted to the 
carnal: Jews, we have received a more excellent kind of 
Show-bread, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in the holy Euchariſt, 
This-is the heavenly and living Bread, which is daily 
offered in the Chriſtian Church to Almighty God, in 
thankſgiving for all his benefits both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral; and for this reaſon it is ſpecified by the name of 
the Holy Euchariſt. It not only is the tribute of thankſ- 
S042 which we pay to God, it alſo is the pledge of 
's ſpecial love to us, and a Randing memorial of all 
his other wonders. The participation of this heavenly 
Bread is not now a days reſtrained to Prieſts only, it is 
extended to all and each of the faithful, that being ani - 
mated with the ſame ſpirit, and nouriſhed with the ſame 
divine food, we may all live, and form one body. in 
r eee es . 
$ XIV. The golden Candleſtich. Exod. 29. 
M all the magnificent. ornaments: 4. M. 2514, 
and ſacred — which God Boſe J. ö. 1486, 
commanded Moyſes to make for the + + 
divine ſervice, the golden candleſtick for its workman- 
ſhip ſeems to have been the chief. It was made accord - 
ipg to the pattern, which God himſelf had drawn, and 
wn to N upon the mountain. Six branches, 
three and three on each ſide, ſpread themſelves out in 
3288 from the -pedeſtal, which was carried up in a 
raĩt line, and formed a ſeventh; branch in the middle. 
The ſtem of each branch was ornamented with knobs. 
in the form. of a nut «pl aq nes, thoſe diſtan- 
| 2 | 2 ces 
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en with leaves and cups of flowers riehly 
danny oro — exquiſitely finiſhed. -U way theſe 'fe- 
ches were hung ſeven lamps of maſſive gold, 

which were fed with the ſweeteſt oil of olives, and ! ght- 
dad up every day b 7 the High- prieſt himſelf to burn du- 
ring the night. The candleſtick with all its ornaments 

weighed a — talent of the pureſt gold, Which by 

computation is conſiderably more than three thouſand 
Rees ſterling. The feven myſterious lamps ſeem to 
ve ſome reference to_a paſſage we meet wih in the 
Revelations, where Jeſus Chriſt after bis àſcenſion is re- 
| ted with ſeven ſtars in his hand in the midſt of 
ven candleſticks, which he expreſsly ſays are feven 
eburches with their reſpeRive prelates. Of his miniſters 
in the new) lew our bleſſed Saviour ſays, that he has 
kindled them up as lamps to ſhine in the houſe of God. 
Theſe living lamps muſt not only burn, they muſt ao 
—_— as he teſtifies of his Baptiſt; the bright example 
ood works, which ſhine forth in the conduct of every 
us paſtor and of every Chriſtian; receives its 
intrinſie goülre from the fire of charity, which barns with- 
in his heart. The flame of divine by which has been 
once kindled in a devout ſoul, muſt be ditipently attend- 
ed to, left it chance to be dampt b repens communica- 

tions, and at laſt extinguiſhed by paſſions. 
Saint Gregory takes notice of the ſolid norm Bi that 
compoſed: the golden candleftick, and thinks it expreflive 
of that ſteady firmneſs, which o ought to ating Go? gd 


ways Chriſtian i in the diſcharge of hie duty to God an 
He moreover obſerves at the fame — that thi 
— of mind 5 _ 5 Chrift, ow. is the ſtock, 
that ſupports the anches, imparts life and 
to them all. The feveral LG the Church = 
nothing to fear as long, as they remain united to cf 
Chriſt, fays the ſame holy Doctor. Men may wo 
forms, and ſtrive by boiſterous efforts to ſhake their con- 
— God, who is in the midſt of them, will continue 
them by his grace, and fave them by 1 . 
0 


| Under his protetion they ſtand ſeeure in the 


* they may be oppreſſed, . 
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complete the furniture, that Gd 4. M. 2514, 
1 had ordered for his Tabernacle, Beſere J. C. 1486. 
s made an altar, Which was aal. 
led the altar of perfumes, becauſe upon it was daily of- 
fered the morning and evening facrifice of ſweet. ſcented 
gums and ſpices, mixed together according to God's own 
ion. This altar was of a quadrangular form, made 
of the wood Setim, and covered on every part with plates 
of gold; it was two cubits high, one br6ad, & one long: 
it ſtood between the golden eandleſtick and the table of 
ſhow-bread, full againſt the veil,” that divided the Holy 
of Holies from the Sanctuary. Round the 4abernacle 
lay a large court, inclofed with pillars five cubits aſun- 
der, ney carved and ornamented with braſs pedeſtals 
and filver capitals : coftly hangings covered the four ſides 
of the incloſure, which was extended a hundred cubits 
in length, and fifty in breadth : in that breadth of the 
court, which Jooked towards the Eaft, there was an'en- 
trance twenty cubits' wide, hung with rich embroideted 
work of fine twiſted linnen, of violet, and purple and 
ſcarlet twice died, Within the court in the open air and 
oppoſite to the door, that opened into the Sanctuary, 
Moyſes placed à great altar, for the burnt offerings, 
which he called the altar of holoeauſts. It was a ſquare 
figure made of Setim, three cubits high, five long, and 
as many broad. Thick plates of braſs covered it on 
every ſide ; a grate of net-work lay along the top, un- 
der the middle of which was the hearth a cubit and a 
half in dimenfion. The altar was hollow within, that 
it might be carried the more eaſily, whenever the camp 
moved from one tation to another, 
This was the ſtructurę of the two altars, which accord- 
ing ta Saint Gregory, repreſent the two differen a 
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of men, that the Church embraces within her pate, the 
innocent and the penitent. The altar of holocauſts ſtood 
in the open court, and repreſented the ſtate of a finner, 
who is not worthy to be re admitted within the Sanctu- 
ary, till by a hearty ſorrow joined to external works of 
penance he has mortified his fleſh," and rendeted himſelf 
a ſacrifice acceptablg to God. The altar of perfumes 
wag placed within the Sanctuary, and indicated the pr - 
vilege of thoſe happy ſouls, who for their innocence are 
always united to their Creator. Their charity ſhines 
like the gold, which covered that altar, while their morn · 
ing and evening prayers aſcend like incenſe to the clouds, 
In the fervour of devotion they pour forth their ſouls to 
God, and offer him the pureſt homage of their love. 
whilſt the penitent make him an humble offering of their 
tears, and ſigh at the ſad remembrance of their paſt of- 
fences, Thus ong of theſe altars ig for. thoſe, whoſe 
conſciences are ſtill bleeding with the wounds of ſin ; 
the other is for thoſe, who have their affections fixed on 
Heaven, and breathe after the enjoyment of their God. 
The Prieſt prepares the firſt, when he ſtrongly repreſents 
| to ſinners the faults, they have committed, and exhorts 
| them to repent; he prepares the ſecond, when after the 
| ſacrifice of compun@tion is fulfilled, he leads thoſe hum. 
ble penitents into the gre of our Lord, where their 
tears, that lately ſprung from ſorrow and regret, now 
more ſweetly flow from a principle of gratitude and holy 
love. But tho? theſe altars ſo much differ one from the 
other, yet in this they agree, that by them both religi- 
ous honour is paid to God, and that on them both the 
fire of the, Holy Ghoſt is requiſite. to render the ſacrifice 
acceptable. 4 0 d 5:pg2 


$ XVI.  PFeftments of the Priefts. Exod; a8. 
A. M. 2514 * ESIDES the rincipal ornaments 
Before J. C. 1486, B ready mentioned 8 Was a 
4024 4... , vaſt variety of other rich furniture pre- 
pared for the yſe of the Tabernac rnacle, ſuch ay 9 N 
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& we; reſpect and add dignity to the ſacerdotal functions, 


Priefts had their ſacred veſtments made by divine 4 
pointinent. Part of theſe veſtments were common to 

whole order of Prieſts, and- part peculiar to the High. 
prieſt only. That part of the dfeſs, which was common 
to them all, conſiſted of a mitre, of a cloſe linnen tunic, 
and a variegated girdle, that went twice round the body, 
and hung down to the ground at both ends. The veſt- 
ments peculiar to the High-prieſt were a large blue robe, 
the E with its girdle, the pectoral, and rich mitre. 
The blaue robe was put on over the white linnen tunic, 
and reached down to the ankles; the bottom of it was 
ſkcirted round with pomegranates and little bells of gold, 
that hung alternately intermixed one with another to the 
number of ſeventy-two. Next came the Ephod, which 
was of a very rich coloured ſtuff embroidered with gold, 
It reached but half way down, was cloſe on both fides, 
with an opening on the top for the head and neck. It 


was held together over the ſhoulders by two claſps, orna · 


mented with two precious ſtones of onyx, one upon each 
ſhoulder ;. upon theſe ſtones were engraven the names of 
the twelve tribes, ſix upon one, and fix upon the other. 
In the fore part of the Ephod, correſponding to the breaſt, 
was an open ſpace of about a foot ſquare, which was fil. 
led up by a rick piece of embroidery, called the PeQoral ; 
it was ſet with twelve precious ſtones, on each of which 
was written the name of one of the twelve tribes of Iſrael ; 
the two words Urim and Thummim, that is, Doctrine 


and Truth, were there alſo written upon a thin plate of 


gold. To faſten the pectoral, there were four 2 
chains, one at each corner, that hooked it to the Ephod. 
The Ephod, tho” tightly fitted to the body, was tied round 
with an embroidered girdle. Upon the mitre, which was 
made of twiſted filk, was fixed a thin plate of gold acroſs 
the forehead, on which wete ſeen theſe words: Sacred to 
the Lord, Sanctum Domino. „ 4 
The holy Fathers confine not their view to the out- 
ward richneſs, that ſhone in the ſacerdotal veſtments, 
they ſearch into, and ſtrive te diſcover the myſlical mean- 
| in; 
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the Tabernacle, as a token of the d wine majeſty; thit 


* 


ing, that [lay. concealed within: Thee brillianey of the 
gold, ſays Saint Gregory, was an emblem. of thoſe bright 


virtues, which God requires in them, who approach . 
holy altar; virtues; that may render them as pleaſing in 
the divine fight, as their rich rohes exhibit them to the 


cyes of men. The bells round the bottom. of the blue 


obe were as 4 perpetual-admonition to the Prieſt, that 
ja his conduct of life he ought to take no ſtep, but what 
tended to the glory of God, and the ſanQification of his 
people. The bells returned no ſound, unleſs he moved; 


ide Gola long: odibes his Serk,: when io 


once ceaſes to move on in the way of virtue. The le- 


gend on the PeQtoril 3 out to him, who wore it, 


the ſubject, on which bis thoughts and words were to be 
employed. T be. twelve, names of the Patriarchs engra- 


ven on the twelve ſtones, reminded him of the illuſtrious 


Chiefs of his nation, and naturally excited him to emu - 
late thoſe greater virtues, which had diſtinguiſhed them 
bs the divipe ſervice. For nothing has a more powerful 

nfluence. upon a genetous mind, than the example of 
thoſe perſonages, who by their actions have traced out 
the way to true greatneſs, and merited a place amongſt 
the moſt eminent of God's ſervants. oth 
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A. M. 2814. A Ll, things belonging to the Tuber- 
Before . C. 1486. & nacle bing knfthes, Moy ſes r- 
d alaered the different parts io be put toge - 
ther. The Tabernacle was therefore ſot up and ſolemn- 
ly dedicated in the beginning of the ſeeond year after. 

e deliverance of Iſrael from the land of Egypt. By 
the moſt unqueſtionable figns Almighty God expreſſed 


| kis approbation of the manner, in which his orders had 


been executed : an awful cloud hung over and covered 


teſided within. This cloud continued in the fame poſi- | 
tion, as long as the Tabernacle teſted in the ſame place, 
azad only ſttifted, when the camp was in motion; Thus 


it 


N 


Aaron and his ſons were conſecrated Prieſts, and ap- 


inted to officiate in the ſacred miniſtry, to which God 
ad called them. Every thing relating to the exerciſe 
of their holy functions was minutely penned down by 


Moyſes, and God exacted from them the niceſt obſery- 


ance of each religious ceremony. Amongſt other things ' 


it was ordained, that the Prieſts ſhould; morning and 


evening add freſh fewel to the fire, that was to be kept 


conſtantly alive upon the altar. From that fire, which 
was accounted holy, the cenſers were to be filled with 
glowing coals for the ſacrifice, of incenſe. Nadab and 
Abiu, the two eldeſt fons of Aaron, had neglected that 
duty: on a certain occaſion they filled their cenſers with 


unhallowed fire, and their neglect was followed by an 


exemplary puniſhment : during. the time of incenſe they 
both dropt down dead before the altar. A ſudden flaſh, 


like lightning, darted from the hand of God, pierced _ 
into their very.vitals, and without leaving any external 


mark either upon their clothes or bodies, conſumed their 


entrails. Moyſes ordered the dead bodies, dreſt as they. 


were, to be carried immediately away from the Sanctu- 
ary, and thrown outſide the camp, forbidding Aaron or 


any of. his ſons to mourn for the deceaſed, He addreff.. 


ed himſelf on that occaſion to the other Prieſts, whom he 
deſired to take warning from what they ſaw.: he bade 
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n was, that a regular form of worſhip was firſt ſet on 
| foot; thus the God of heaven and earth began to be 
honoured by the ſacrifices, which he himſelf ordained. 
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them remember the holy. unction they had received at 


their conſecration, and bow attenfive they ought to be 
in the performance of their ſacerdotal functions. 

By an example ſo viſible and {o terrible God has been 
pleaſed to ſignify, that the moſt religious honours, we 
can pay him, zre not acceptable, unleſs accompanied 
with the conditions he requires. 80 adorable is be in 


his nature, that we cannot worthily honour him, but in 


the very manner, that he has preſcribed, Tho” a neg- 
ect of his holy ordinances may not now a days be ſo vi- 
ſibly chaſtiſed, yet it Kill is no leſs a ſubject of his diſ- 
pleaſure, With the ſame diſcerning eye he views the 
ads Q . * 
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benrts and hands of thoſe; wh6-approgek his altar; and 


fees with what fire their aſſecions ate inkindled. There 
is à fire, ſays Saint Gregory, very different from that, 


which Jeſus Chriſt ' chthe to kindle upon earth: a fire, 
which is raiſed in the hearts of many by the love of crea- 
tures, and aourifhed by the defire of earthly enjoyments. 
From the example of Nadab and Abiu he takes occafion 
to 'exhort the faithful in general, to baniſh from their 
hearts whatever is incompatible with the love of God. 
In the narrow hentt of man God never can admit a rival 
of his love: no man dan ſerve two maflers ; he cannot 
divide his heart between God and the world, 
ad; 


S XVI. The blaſpheiner floned: Lev. 24. 


14, t inſtance; that God exhibiced of = 
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Before J. C. 1486. his juſtice in the paniſhment of 
+. *-- + £- Natab and Abiu, was foon after fol- 
lowed by andther of equal ſeverity in the death of a 
blalphemer. Two of the common people had a quarrel 
with each other, and one of them in the tranfport of his 
anger blaſphemed the ſacred name of God, The by- 
ſtanders were ſhocked to hear ſuch language, and led the 
offender ſtreight to Moyſes. Moyſes Judged the matter 
to be of tov important a nature For him to decide upon 
the ſpot. He confalted God in holy prayer to know, 
bow to act in this matter. Lead the blaſphemer out of 
the camp, laid Almighty God ; let all thofe who heard 
vim; lay their hands upon his head, and the reſt bf the 
people then ftote_ him to death. The order was _ 
diately executed with a feverity, which ought to mak 

_ thoſe Chriſtians tremble, who either ſpeak or ſaffer the 
fame impious language. Aigenerat Jaw was then made, 
which condemned every blafphemer to the like punith- 
ment. Examples of fuch feverity Teemed 'neceffiry to 


keep tha fiff-necked people within Une bounds, \and to 


_ make them ſtnfible'of their duty to God. The like ſen · 
rence was ſoon after paſſed againſt a man, who had ga- 


— 
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The action, no doubt, was ſervile, and as ſuch forbid- 
den by the commandment; but neither May ſes nor 
Aaron would determine, whether it were a capital fault 
or not, or What puniſnment it might deſerve, till by 
prayer they had learnt from God, what was to be done. 
God told them, to have the man led out of the camp, 
and there ſtoned to dest 5 
It the like feverity of civil and religious diſcipline 
were ſtill kept up, men would be moxe cautions how the 
offended. The fear of preſent puniſhment, tho“ it 
not inſpire them with a love of God's law, might at leaſt 
hold them back from daring to offend in public, - To 
thoſe, who join the practice to the knowledge of their 
duty, it is, a ſubjeQ of the deepeſt concern, to ſee the ſa · 
cred laws of God notoripully tranſgreſſed without ame 
or fear to the impious offender, With the/eyes of faith 
they penetrate into the fathomleſs depth of eternity, and 
there behold thoſe endleſs pains, which are more to be 
dreaded, than any thing we can ſaffer in this life. With 
3 they lament the hlindneſs of thouſands, who 
run laughing on towards. the fiery pit, that is always 
open to receive the falling ſinner. However flaw: God 
may ſeem to puniſh during life, he ſtill is juſt and im- 
mutable in his degrees. Death ſhall no ſoaber cloſe the 
impenitent ſinner's eyes, but he mult carry with him all 
his fins before the tribunal of à Judge, who in the end 
will do himſelf jugice for his long - inj ured mercy. To 
his coſt the ſinner ſhall then 6nd, that no worldly ſyſtem, 
no laws of men can prevail againſt the law of God, non 
human conſiderations: juſtify. a breach of the divine pre- 
cepts. What God has one written, ſhall ſtand records. 
ed to the end of time. The heavens may paſb away like 
imoke, the earth: may crumble into ita firſt nothing; but 
the law of God ſhall never vary, iu obligations thall ne- 
ver ceaſe o bind the conſciences of men 1 
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Before J C. 14 
(4, 5. > 1 = utmoſt difficulty, chat the people were 
reſtrained: within any bounds of duty. They ſtill mur- 
mured and complained of hardſhips,” which they had to 


ſtruggle with; even Aaron and his ffter'were not ec. 


empt from guilt: ſor being jealous of their brother's au - 
thority, they were bold —_— to fay, that Moyſes was 
not the only one, whom God had fpoken to; that the 
Lord had likewiſe communicated himſelf to them; and 
to palliate their conduct againſt the holy man, they ob- 
jected as a crime the marriage, he had contrated with a 
Madianite, the daughter of Jethro. Moyſes on that try- 
ing occaſion behaved with his uſual meekneſs, and ſaid 
nothing. Almighty God undertook the defence of his 
ſervant, and b) a viſible miracle made the two murmur- 
ers ſenſible of their fin. Aaron acknowledged his fault, 
and eſeaped puniſhment: Mary was ſtruck with a ſudden 
leproſy, Which covered her from head to foot. This is 
the Mary, who had formerly concurred in faving her lit- 
tle brother from the Nile. Moyſes interceded to God 
for her pardon, and received for anſwer, that ſhe'ſhould 
be ſeparated from the people, and perform a ſeven days 
nance in a ſtate of excommunication from the camp. 
The minds of the people were ſtill very far from bei 
_ quieted ; the ſpirit of ſedition fpread amongſt them, — 


became almoſt general. The camp was removed from 


the deſert of Sinai to Pharan! From thence, by the 
command of God, Moyſes ſent twelve ſpies, one out of 
every tribe, to reconnoitre the land of Chanfan, which 
was at no great diſtance. The meſſengers at their re- 


turn gave a moſt, flattering account of the beauty and 


ſertility of the land, they had ſeen, and as a proof pro- 
duced a huge bunch of grapes and other rich fruits there - 
of.: but at the ſame time they gave ſo frightful an ac- 


count of its inhabitants and fortified towns, that the 
hearts of the hearers were ſtruck with a ſudden panic, 


which 


' 
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which filled- the camp with tumult and confuſion. The | 
people mutinied againſt their leaders, they deelared they | 
would ſooner die in the deſert, than follow Moyſes any 
farther, and began. to deliberate. upon the choice, the 
ſhould make, - of-ſome other chief to conduct them back 
to Egypt. Their hopes of the / promiſed land, which 
had hitherto encouraged them, ſeemed to be no more, 
and the power of God, which had ſo miraculouſly pre- 
| ſerved them, was entirely forgot. Moyſes and Aaron 
had no reſource but in the Lord: they were under the 
greateſt apprehenſions for their people; they dreaded 
the conſequences of God's wrath; which they expected 
every hour to ſee fall upon a rebellious race, and there - 
fore prayed moſt earneſtly to avert the firoke.' In the 
mean time joſue and Caleb, two of the twelve ſpies, 
exerted their utmoſt endeavours to quiet the people, and 
to convince them of the unreaſonableneſs of their fears. 
They went from tribe to tribe, and affured them; that 
under the protection of a God, who had ſhown himſelf 
ahvays ready to ſupport them, they had nothing to ap- 
prehend, and that ao enemy, however formidable in ap- 
pearance, would be able to ſtand againſt them. The 
people anſwered them with loud clamours of indignati- 
on, |being'ſeemingly-determined to ſtone them to Jeath, ty 
when God himſelf ſuddenly interpoſed, and over. the 
roof of the Tabernacle his glory appeared - viſible to all 
the children of Iſrael. Go, tell the incredulous people, 
ſaid the Lord to his faithful ſervant Moyſes, that I have 
heard their clamours ; that I will treat them, as they 
defire 3 that they ſhall die in the deſert ; that of them 
all, who have attained the twentieth year of their age, 
not one, except Joſue and Caleb, ſhall ever reach the 
land, which ſo diſpleaſes them; that for full forty years 
they ſhall wander up and down the wilderneſs, and there 
die, before their children ſhall be permitted to enter in- 
to the promiſed land. The people were moved at this 
declaration, they wept; and promiſed obedience, © The 
ten ſeditious ſpies, Who had been the firſt inſtigators of 
that popular tumult, were ſtruck ſuddenly dead before 
e e nemme an RD $907 0% 03 Ng 
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thy Lord, and Moyſes the next day marched the people 
back towards che red fea.” 
From this cenduct of tha Hebrew people we ſee, how 
| thameful and how dangerous a thing it is-to let ourſelves 

be dejected at difficulties, which are either . or 

magnihed by feat. Difficulties. will unaveidahly occur 
in the way of virtue; let them not ſtartle us, let us only 
rive, and hy the divine aid we ſhali happily ſurmount 
hem. There is no entering inte the land of promiſe, 
but by conquering the enemies, that ſtand in our way, 
So far from. being diſheartened at the ſight of hardſhi ps, 
we ought rather to rely mere corifidently. upon God, 
who promiſes. never to. abandon thoſe, that. put their 
troſt in him. Inu the law of Jeſus Chriſ promiſes 
his kingdom to thoſe, only, who with pious violence ſhall 
firive 10 gain it. Nat to ſtrive, is to give op the cron 
the crown is not to be won, but by vigerous contelh- 
and the cop teſt is not above our ſtrength. Aided by che 
grace of God, we not only can ſurmount every difficul- 
tn we meet wich, but we alfo add a bew luſtre to our 
crown by every effort, we make to gain it. 


2 
Xx. Cane, Daihans and Abinen. Mun. 16. 
Sar DIR 8 e 1 
A. M. 8316. TME diffarhance, cauſed hy the ten 
Before J. C. 1486. T ſpies, was ſonn after followed by 
another of a much more pernicious ten- 
deney, ss it was formed by ſome. of the leading men in 
the council, and aimed at nothing leſs than anarchy aud 
ſchiſm. Core the great grandſon of Levi, Dathan and 
Abiron of the tribe of Ruben, with two hundred and 
fifty more chiefs of the Iſraelitea, roſe in rebel lion againſt 
Moydes and Aaron. Being miſled by the paſſion of jea- 
touſy and ambition, they claimed a ſhare of the ſupreme 
Powers, which they were determined ta wreſt out of the 
\ands of the two brothers, They made no ſecret of theis 
5 3 they publiely avowed it, and before an aſſembly 
of the people began to call Moyſes and Aaron to an ac: 


count, as if they had uſurped to themſelves an a" + 
whic 


| | p 
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which was injuriogs to-the rights of the holy people of | 


God. Aſtonitbed at their boldneſs, Moyes fell py 
upon the ground; and er. divine protection; 
then riGng up he 4 himſelf to the multitude in 
general, and told chem, that on the morrow it ſhould 
viſibly appear, whom the Lord bad choſy; To Core 
and his Levitical adherents he ſpoke more particularly, 
and reproached them for their audacious” ambition: 
Hear, ye ſons of Levi, ſaid he; does it ſeem. to you bat 
a trivial honogr, that the God of Iſrael has done you id 
ſelecting your xribe from the reſt to ſerve him in the m- 
niſtry of his holy tabernacle ? Muſt you therefore afſume 
to yourſelves the Prieſthood too ? If Aaron has been pre. 
ferred, was it not by the Lord's command, that he hat 
been anointed, and why do you murmur againſt him? 
Let each one take his cenfer in his hand, and come thou, 
Core, with all thy affociates with thee, before the taber- 
nicle to-morrow morsing, and the Lord hiaſelf ſhall 
how, whom he has choſen. They accordingly appear- 
ed, Aaron on one fide, and Core with his adherents ou 
the other. At that moment alſs appeared the Ged of 
majeſty in full glory, aad commanded his faichful ſer- 
vants to ſeparate the ſchiſmatics from the reſt of the peo— 
ple. It was done: Core, Dathan, and Abiron, with' 


their wives and children, #604 at che entrance of their (| 


own pavilions apart. Moyſes then called the Iſraelites 
to witneſs, that he had in all thing afted under the ſpe - 
cial direction of Almighty God, and that his very ehe 
mies, by being ſwallowed ap alive in the earch, ſhould 
be his vouchers for the truth. Scurer had he finiſhed 
ſpeaking, when the earth opened, and allowed up the 
three faRtious leaders, with their tents and all their ſub - 
ſtance. They deſcended alive into Hell, ſuys the ſacred 
text ; their bodies were inwrapped Within the bowels of 
the earth, and they miſerably periſhed from amongſt the 
people. Their dolefal ces terrified thoſe, that were 
fanding round, and made zem fly for fear of being 
ſwallowed up in like manner. Pire at the ſame time 
came forth from the Lord, and deſtroyed the two hun- 

dred and fifty men, that bad proſumed to offer ineenſes 


— 
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upon which Almighty God thus ſpoke-to Moyſes : Tell 
Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron the'prieſt; to take the cenſers 
out of the fire, becauſe they are ſanctiſied by the incenſe, 
which hath been offered in them to the Lord; let him 
beat them into plates, and faſten them to the Altar, 


that they may there remain as a laſting monument to the 


children of Iſrael; leſt fome other ſtranger, who is not 
of the ſeed of Aaron, may hereafter preſume, like Core, 
to exerciſe the functions of the Prigſthdod, - This exem- 
plary puniſhment; one would think, ought to have aw- 


ed the people into a ſenſe of their duty; but ſo hardened 


were they grown, that on the very next day they accu» 
ſed Moyſes and Aaron, as guilty of the death of their 
fellow citizens... God was grievouſly offended at their 


perverſeneſs, and threatened to deſtroy them all by fire, 


indled by the breath of his divine anger, the fre began 


to rage amongſt them: Moyſes haſtened to the Taberna- 


cle, and in fervent prayer ſtrove to obtain their pardon. 
Fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred of the common people 


had already fallen victims to the ſpreading flames, When 
he bade Aaron fill his cenſer with burning coals from 


the Altar, and offer incenſe to the Lord. Aaron imme-- 
diately went, and placing himſelf before the flames be- 
tween the living and the dead, offered up his prayers 
with the ſmoking fraakincenſe. The flames that inſtant 


ceaſed; and God was pacifed, | 


To prove the divine appointment of Aaron and his 


ſons to the Prieſthood. ſtill more decifively, God com- 


manded Moyſes to take twelve rods, befides that of 
Aaron, and to write upon each rod the name of the 


leader of each tribe, and to lay them in the Tabernacle 
before the Ark, where the of that chief ſnould bloſ- 


| ſom, whom he had choſen for the Prieſthood, Moyſes 
communicated theſe orders to the people, and received 


a rod from the chief of each tribe, twelve in number, 
beſides Aaron's for the tribe of Levi, Which he marked 


and carried into the tabernacle, where he left them all 


night. Upon his entering the tabernacle next moruing 
he found the rod of Aaron not only teeming with buds 
and bloſſoms, but alſo ſhining with leaves and re 


. 
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op nes we not permitted to remain there, 
aid they? Why have we been dragged out to die in this 
barten wilderneſs ? We have not bread to eat; we are 
often periſhing for want of water to drink ; our ſtomachs 
turu at the very ſight of this infipid manna. Such com- 
plaints deſervedly drew upon them the ſevereſt puniſſi- 
ments. God ſent amongf} them a number of venemous 
ſerpents, whoſe bite cauſed a burning pain, like that of 
fire. Numbers of the people. died: the ſurvivors were 
terrified: by the ſufferings and groans of their dying 
brethren, and became ſenſible of their offence Their 
murmurs were changed into ſighs, and their elamours 
into acts of ſupplication. They went like humble ſup- 
þ 07mm to Moy ſes, coufeſſed their crime, and with alt 
- the thow of repentance beſought him to give them relief. 
Moved by the tears of a ſuffering people in diſtreſs, Moy- 
ſes undertook to intercede for them, and by his prayers 
obtained their pardon. As a token of their faith, God 
commanded him to ſet up the brazen figure of a ſerpent, 
o that the people might ſee it, and by looking at it be 
healed of the bites, they received. The mortality ceaſ- 
| ed, and the people were mercifully freed from an evil, 
which by their ſinful murmurs they had drawn upon 
themſelves. | 
The holy Fathers point out the ſpirit of murmuring 
and diſcontentedneſs, as one of the moſt dangeroas temp- 
tations,” that can happen even to the moſt perfect. If 
not rouſed by faith, and ſtrengthened by hope, weak 
nature is frequently inclined to complain in time of trial. 
Such complaints ariſe from a dejection of mind and ſe- 
cret: diſſidence in God, with which the infernal ſerpent 
ſtings and poiſons our ſouls, Jeſus Chriſt upon the croſs, 
guted by the brazen ſerpent in the deſert, is the ob- 
ject we then muſt turn to; on Him, who is the true re- 
ſtorer of our health, we muſt fix our eyes; Jeſus Chriſt 
in the agonies of death, ſtretched out in pain, and nailed 
to a crols, uttered no complaint; his ſufferings were ex- 
treme; he ſuffered not for himſelf, but for us. Shall we 
then refuſe to ſuffer for him? or ſnall we dare to mur- 
mur at the ſufferings we meet with in his ſervice ?- 1 4 


14947 
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ſer what we will, our ſufferings are but light in compa- 
riſon of his, they are not equal to what our ſins d 
Sufferings borne with patignce -ſatisfy for: fin; and adi 
new gems to the crown of glory, which God has prepan- 
ed for thoſe, who perſevere to the end in his ſęrvice. 
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; the borders of the pro land 3 Before. 3 


they had paſſed the wilderneſs, and enʒæ- 


tered into the inhabited country, that lies firetched along 
the eaſtern bank of the river Jordan. They had: ſeat 


deputies to Sehon king of the Amorrhites, : for leave to 


march peaceably thro? his territories: Sehon put himſelf 
at the head of his army to oppoſe their paſſage, and the 
king of Baſan followed his example, Encouraged.by a 
promiſe of victory | from God, the Iſraelites. attacked, 
defeated,” and ſlew the two kings with their r 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the whole country; then march» 
ed on with the hopes of new conqueſts, and encawped y 
the plains of Moab'oppoſite to Jericho. Balaciking 
the bites, ſeeing, what had happened to 8 Se-. 
Hon, ſent for Balaam, a falſe and famous prophet of the. 
country, to come and lay his curſe upon an enemy, 
whom no human power ſeemed ſtrong enough to reſiſt. 
Baalam told 2 meſſengers, that he could give 
them no anſwer before morning: in the night. he was 
forewarned from Heaven not to curſe a people, whom. 
God had bleſſed, and therefore bade the meſſengers re- 
turn to Balac, as they came. Balac would not be refuſ 
ed; he ſent a more ſolemn deputation of his nobles with. 
larger preſents to Balaam. The old wizard began to 
ſtagger in his reſolution: the honour of being thus 
courted by the king flattered his vanity; the pfeſents 
were tempting; he viewed them with a covetous eye, 
and as if God, like him, had been capable of being brib.., 
ed into other ſentiments by force of 18 he conſulted 


him again, God, in puniſhment. of hie impiety ud 
n varies, 
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mice, abandoned him to the ſecret deſires" of his own 
corrupt heart, and bade bim go with the meſſengers to 
ac. Balaam roſe betimes next morning, ſaddſed his 

, and accompanied the king's ſervants. As he was 

going on, the aſe ſuddenly turned afide to avoid an Au- 
gel, that ſtood in the way with a drawn ſword, and 
out into the field. Balaam not knowing what the bea 
- had ſtarted at, for he did not- fee the Angel, ave her 

hard blows to bring her back into the he An- 
gel then plated himſelf in a narrow paſs between two 

Kd walls, where to avoid him the als thre herſelf 
cloſe on one ſide, and hurt the rider's foot againſt the 
wall, for Which ſhe was cruelly beaten a ſecond: time. 
She after chat ſaw the ſame} Angel ſtanding in a place; 
Where it was ampoſſible to paſs him: ſhe fell wich fright 
under the feet of the rider, who in a tranſport of 9 | 
beat her des more vehemently with his Raf. Then by 

4 fingular miracle of the kind did God open the mouth 
x the dumb animal, to complain = 8 
| eyes were opened, and ſeeing the Angel 
wich a drawn ſword ready to kill him, threw himſelf up- 
on the ground, con his fault, and offered to return 
Rome, if ſuch was the Angel's will. The Angel told 
bim de might go on, but to take care how he uttered 
any thing contrary to his orders. Balac, being informed 

pf Balaam's approach, went forth- to meet and conduct 
him to the high places of Baal. Seven altars were erect- 
ed and the victims ſtain. Balaam told the king that he 
eduld fpeak no otherwiſe, than as God commanded him ; 
_ n ſpite of all the king could ſay or promiſe bim, he 
145 7 in declaring he could pronounce nothing, but 

leflings and happy. tidings for Iſrael. The fear how- 
aver of ng the king's bounty, induced him to adviſe 
a meaſure, which he ht would defeat the bleſſings 
he had-prondunced. His advice was to make the Iſrael. 
itet acquainted with the women of Madian, not doubt. 
tf but by forming a connection with them they would 


adore their idols, and fo forfeit the favour and 
of the God of Abraham. This advice was followed, and 
FY - 3. Sd N 13 1 | trous 
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trous women of Madian, having gained the affections of 
the carnal Jews, ſeduced them from their duty into'the 
moſt criminal engagements. Moyſes wept to ſee the If. 
raelites abandon themſelves to the ſuperſtitions rites 
of Beelphegor, uſed his ſtreuuous endeavours to reclaim 
them, and by the command of God, puniſhed many of 
the offenders with death. Phinees, the zealous grandſon 
f Aaron, diſtinguiſhed himſelf on that occaſion, and by ; 
vigorous ſtroke put a ſtop to an evil, which >. ran 
to threaten ruin to God's cholen peaple.'  - | 7 
Thus by the zealous efforts of ones true e 
bein: Ambroſe, the children of Iſrael were ſaved from 
the precipice, which the avarice of a falſe prophet had 
pared for them: the artifice -of. the one was defeated 
. iety of the other. Happy are the people, when 
under ſach guides, as have the prudence to direct, and 
the zeal to defend them againſt the criminal aye i4f 
(gle; 0 e to ſeek or n WN 1 N + is 
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HE Moabites having debauched the 14. M. 2869 
; children of Iſrael from their duty, A C. 194% ; 
God commanded Moyſes to revenge ; 
himſelf upon them. In obedience to Cabo ard Moyſes 
2 out twelve thouſand of the moſt valiant of his peo- 
ple, and put them under the command of Phinees, hop- 
ag —_ the zeal, which he had lately ſhown in the cauſe 
God, would draw down 4 bleſſing upon his arms. 
Nor did his hope deceive him. The twelve thouſand 
Iſraelites fell upon the united forces of Moab, and cut 
them to pieces: all the chief men of the country, and 
the wicked Balaam amongſt them, were without mercy 
put to the ſword, their eountry plundered, and their ci- 
ties-barnt-to the ground. The conquerors returned with 
a very rich booty, driving the women and vaſt herds of 
cattle before them into the camp. Moyſes went out to 
meet them, and expreſſed great diſſatisfaction with the 
dor having * who had ym 
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chief agents in perverting the Iſraelites. He there 
- — to 1 all executed, as guilty 
death, excepting the virgins, Who had not ſhared in the 
guilt: theſe amounted ta the number of thirty-two thous. 
fand, and with the reſt of the ſpoils, after a certain part 
had been ſet aſide for the Lord, were diſtributed amongſt 
the people. This being done, Moy ſes allotted the con- 
quered lands to the tribes of Ruben and Gad, and to 
one half of the tribe of Manaſſe, upon condition that 
they helped their brethren to ſubdue the country, that lay 
on the other fide of the Jordan 
As mention of the twelve tribes is often made, and 
as the land of promiſe was to be parcelled out amongſt 
them under that title, we may obſerve once for all, that 
the tribes take their name from the twelve ſons of Jacob, 
viz. Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Juda, Dan, Nephthali, Gad, 
Aſer, Iſſachar, Zabulon, Joſeph, Benjamin. Ruben by 
the crime of inceſt having forfeited bis right of primo 
geniture, the privileges annexed to it, were divided 
amongſt his brethren : thoſe privileges were the prieſt- 
hood, the ſceptte, aud a double portion of his family 
eſtate, The firſt was given to Levi, the ſecond to Juda, 
and the third to Joſeph, whoſe two ſons, Ephraim and 
Manaſſe, were by Jacob reputed. as his own : hence each 
of them has his ſhare amongſt the twelve diviſions of the 
promiſed land, and the tribe of Levi, who was to live 
diſperſed amongſt. the other twelve, and to receive the 
ne of all their lands, ſhared no particular part of the 
Moyſes having brought the Iſraelites as far as the ri - 
ver Jordan, which he knew he was not to paſs, ſent for 
Joſue, and in the preſence of the people inveſted him 
with the civil power of governing the people in his ſtead 
from that day: for the ſacerdotal power, by God's com- 
mand, had been already given to Elcazar, the ſon and 
ſucceſſor of Aaron, a little before his death, on the 
mountain of Hor. The holy law-giver, knowing his 
end to be near at hand, repeatedly exhorted ſoſue to ex- 
ecute the truſt repoſed in him, with all the zeal and mag-- 
 Hanimity he was capable of: he told him, that * 


: 


” . * 
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he had upon his hands, was nothing leſs. than the con- 
queſt of the promiſed land, and an equitable diſtributi- 
on of the ſame amongſt the people: he recapitulated all, 
that had paſſed from the time they had left Egypt to the 
preſent day, the unwearied pains he had taken to con- 
duct them thus far, the prodigies God had wrought for 
forty years together in their favour, the precepts he had 
given them, 'and the promiſes he had made them, upon 
condition, that they remained faithful in his love and 
ſervice, After this God commanded him to go up to 
the top of mount Nebo, ſrom whence there was an ex- 
tenſive view of the land of promiſe, He bleſſed God at 
the Sight, and humbly ſubmitted to the divine will, which - 
did not permit him to ſet his foot thereon: be there gave 
his laſt bleſſing to the tribes of Iſrael, and flept wich his 
forefathers, having completed the hundred and twentieth 
year of his age. The people mourned for him in the 
plains of Moab thirty days: he was buried in the valley 
over-againſt Phogor, but the ſpot of his ſepulchre ng 
one knows to the preſent day. lege 
Thus, in the ſight and on the very borders of the * 
miſed land, for which he had undergone ſo many — 
ro, had borne ſo many labours, and had been privi- 
— with the gift of working ſo many miracles, died 
the holy prophet, the great law. giver, and deliverer of 
the Hebrew people. Equally admirable: for his meek- 
neſs, as for his fortitude: of mind, he united a fatherly 
tenderneſs for his people with an inflexible fidelity to 
God. By divine inſpiration he wrote the five firſt books 
of the holy Bible, which he gave to the Levites to be 
carefully depoſited in the tabernacle by the ſide of the 
Ark. The circumſtances” of his death as to time and 
place ſeem to have been intended by —— not 
for the trial only, but ſor the perfection his ſervant's 
virtue. However deſirous he might naturally be of enter - 
ing into the land of Chanaan, a land fo often promiſed 
to Abraham, to Iſaac, and o Jacob, a land ſo fertile 
and ſo teeming with delights, yet he knew it to be no 
move, than the figure of a more delightful and more per- 
manent Inheritance. It ia by weaning pagan + oy | 
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from the earth, as Moyſes did, it is by dying. like him, 
to our earthly deſires,” it is in fine by a perſett Pan 
on to the will of God: thi the various trials and af 
flictions of life, that we muſt open to ourſelves a — 
into that heavenly kingdom, which God has promiſed 
to thoſe, who love him, and keep his commandments. 
3 n Arn grtsy os 1 12 
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A. M. 2363. 1 TON Moyſes's demiſe, Joſue was 
Before J. C. 1447. U acknowledged his f in the 


1 ſupreme temporal command, and in 
that capacity received the promiſe of -fidelity from the 
dody-of the people. He was a man of conſummate wiſ⸗ 
dom, and qualified with every other virtue for the high 
ſtation he was called to. The Hraelites under his com- 
mand lay encamped upon the bank of the river jordan, 
which God commanded them to paſs. Three days were 
employed in making the neceſf:ry diſpoſitions: every 
thing being ready, Joſue ordered the heralds to give 
public notice throꝰ the camp, that as ſoon as they ſhould 
ſee the Priefts begin to move forward with the Ark of the 
Covenant, they ſhould all riſe and follow at the diſtance 
of two thouſand cabits. The Priefts, who carried the 
Ark upon their ſhoulders, ſet forward at the ſignal gi- 
ven, and advanced to the edge of the Jordan. Their 
feet no ſooner touched the ſtream; than the river ſtop- 
ped its courſe: the waters below ran off as uſual into 
the dead ſea, while thoſe above were collected in a heap; 
as they flowed: down from their ſource, and ſtood like a 
high ſwelling mountain in one place. A dry and open. 
paſlage was thereby. left acroſs' the bed of the river: the 

rieſts advanced with the Ark as far as the middle of the 
channel, and there halted, till the whole hoſt of Iſrael 
had reached the oppoſite bank near the town of Jericho. 
When they were over, Joſue, by the expreſs command 
of God, ordered twelve choſen men, one out of every 
tribe; to fetch twelve large ſtones from the ſpot, where 
the Prieſts were All dan ing with the Ark; * 
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1 place, here they were to encamp N nig ght, 1 
i the ing abe of their gratitude to God for ſo mi. 
ulous an event. He alſo ordered them to carry twelve 
Ae flones from the bank; and to pile them up after 
the fame manner in the middle df the dry channel; 
which being done, he commanded the Prieſts to come 
forwards with the Ark. The Prieſts were no ſooner 
come up, and began to tread upon the dry ground, than 
2 waters of Jordan returned into their channel and 
flowed, as they were wont hefore. Thus under the di- 
vine WN did joſue begin to diſplay his talents, ahd' 
to lig nalize his name at the head of che Iraklitess. 
Ia this logs paſſage of the Jordan, God has 
been pleaſed” to ſignify to us the more ſpiritual wonders, 
he was to Work in after ages, when thro” the waters of 
baptiſm he leads his children of adoption into the true 
land of promiſe, which is his Church. Fer the paſſage 
of * Jordan is a figure of baptiſm, by the grace of 
hich the ne- born Chriſtian paſſes from the ſſavery of 
Ow a ſtate of freedom, peculiar to the choſen ſons of 
Happy is the min, Who being faithful to the 
8 hel be then received, has the will to check the 
83 of his corrupt inclinations, and turns the flow of 
his affections towards God, the ſource of virtue and red 
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Fa Mot people were how en- A. . 2333. q 
„ erer the countty; which Al- | Before = . 
thighty had ſo often and fo ſolemn- | 
S oonifed to their forefathers: © The firſt tot; har 
9054 in their way, was Jericho, whither ofide had alrea- 
a ſent two ſpies to reconnoitre the place. The prince 
Jerichs had been informed not only of their urtival, 
but of the very houſe, in Which they lodged, aud ſent 
ro have them ſeized. Rahab; their hoſtels, concealed 
them upon the roof of her houſe till the king's meſſy? 
gets Tea Lone, and —_— let I EX IS * 
ebe 


R üs 142002519 BI arr eee een 
card. . Theſe ſpies, very. diflezent. from thoſe, who had 
gen ſent by Moyles: forty Jeu before, far from being 
liſbeartened at the fight of a 3 8 encourag 
their countrymen, to march boldly on, aſſuring them, 
hat from the obſervations they had made, the town won 
aer fall an eaſy conqueſt to them. For at the ap- 
Proach of a people, of whom ſuch prodighes had, been 
0, great 2 con- 


lated, the townfmen were rhrown, into 
ernation, that they had no hope of ſaſety left, but in 
Tae of wal walls and ramparts. And what is 


the ſtrength of walls; and ramparts againf the arm of the 
[mighty ? Jo ve, in the name of God, gave orders 
for his people to make a general proceſſion round the 


walls of Jericho for {even days together, and on the ſe- 
venth day to go; ſeven times round; the troops under 


arms to march in the firſt place, the Ark to go next ſup. 


ported by Frieſts, and, immediately preceded by ſeven 
other Prieſts, ſounding their. trumpets. of Jubilee as they 
went along, and laſtiy the reſt of the people to cloſe the 
rear with — of trumpet. Theſe orders were punctu- 
ally executed. On the ſeventh. day, as they. were mak - 
ing the eren enge, the trumpets ſounded, accordi 
to God's order, and the people ſhouted. The 1 605 
ſhouts and clangors were ſtill thundering in the. ears 
of the multitude, when the walls inſtantly fell down, 
and opened the Iſraelites an entrance into the city, Each 
one ruſhed forward over the crumbled ruins, that lay be- 
fore him; they took poſſeſſion of the town, and as Joſue 
had: commanded, put all the inhabitants to the ſword,.. 
excepting Rahab, who for the. ſervice ſhe had done the 
ſpies, was ſaved from, the general maſſacre, Joſue had 
 mareover, cautioned: them not to; appropriate to them- 
ſelves any part of. the ſpoils, which he had ſolemnly con- 
ſecr | to the Lord. % enen «L942 1-454 ge ts 
In this manner fell, the ſtrang town, of Jericho; at the 
trampet's ſpund her walls tumbſed down, and the ſtrong 
baſtions, Which ſhe fancied to. be impregnable, ſunk at 
one into duſt. The holy Fathers have taken particular, 
notier of this miraculous tranſaction, and they tell us, 
that; the flouriſhing ſound of trumpets ago Fane 
glorious 


glorious. rachin of the Goſpel. The ſame ſour 
Sick inſpired "the Iſraelites with orage, filled th 
enemies — terror and alarms.” Noching, fays Saint 


their enemies, as his holy word carefully explained, and 
deeply impreffed upor? their minds, By that, as by the 


trumpet's ſound, "they are animated with a lively fenfe 


of their duty ; by that they are encouraged to. refiſt the 
enemies of their Glvation with vigour, and * Joyfully yfully 
rely on God for victory, Tbe followers of Jeſas Chr, 
ſays the fame Saint Am rofe, become vittorions 3g 
Wers of Hell, hen fiber e liſten o t 
truths, and faithfully foltow- the docttine 4 the Boſpe 
that is preached to them by the pars of ir ſoßls. 


Then it is; that they wry in poy. with heavenly Re 


that they are confirmed in their urpoſes 
8 with the Joyfat pr ors of nc (+ . fe 
at they Tearn'to. | 
tramp 525 the Bas "as a rather FAY "with 2 Fnful 


vanities under 
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capable, as it was im 1 757 
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oſue let himſelf be that it Was but 
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ore contented Nimtelf With x detachmen of three thou- 


The troops of Iſrael 


foods came  withla ide ary: Ne 9 thay they ame- | 


fully turned their ba and fled, and in their 
fix and thirty 1 men. Marmbd at Qt] fe of 
in Wie very beginning If his congteſts, Joſue threw 5 Mme 

n the? , ahd in dam 
expelfilate W1 804. Why he be had permitted this 
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7 renders” the people of Goll fo ormidable co 


eir Chriſtian rechen, 8 


bouring town of no reat ef. gth, OO ee anon | 
57 f making any Kr | 
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is troops, to lead main arm y againkt it, and there. 
ind men, 5 — he * wy he ſumeient to 105 
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umble prayer began to 
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.crated ſpoils, and concealed*;them :: they; ,cannot, no 

| Hand before; their enemieg;, I will be no. longer av 

them, till the man be puniſhed, who. 1s guilry of the 
Wicked deed. . that .afſembled the people, 
and having informed them af the cauſe of their deteat, 


publicly declared, that the offence, mult be. erpisted by 
1 VV 


iſcover, Who the offender Was, and found itt f 
e pie were Loaf 
Jrring himſelf thus miraculouſly difcovered, thought i 
ſuperfluous to diſſemble any longer; he e e 
himſelf guilty, and confeſſed, that in the ſacking of Je- 
richo he had been tempted by a ſcarlet, cloke, à gold 
ruler, and two hundred ficles-of filyer, which he fd bs 
ken home, and ſecreted in his tent. His tent was ſearch 
ed, and the things were found in the very place he h 
mentioned. Joie therefore ordered the man to be take. 

into cuſtody, to be led forth into the vale of Achor, 50 
oY ſtoned, till he was dead. The ſentence was imme 

iately executed, and all things belonging to him were 
committed to the flames. By this, public act of juſtice 
God was again reconciled with his people, and promiſed 
them the conqueſt of Hai. Joſue {ent five thoulagd; 
to lie in ambuſcade beyond the tow! , while the Body bf 
the army marched into the open 4 that lay before 
it, The townſmen, being fluſhed with their late ſucceſs, 
 ruſhed-eagerly out to attack them. The: Iſraelites, with 
well-diſſembled fear, immediately turned their backs. 
The enemy, concluding their flight to be the effect of 
real fear, 'as.it had been before, purſued them WAS 

iſtance, The Iſraelites having thus drawn them oft 
om the town, Joſue, as had been agreed A liked 
up his ſhield" againſt the city, and they, bo were in 
 &mbuſcade, rifing at the fignal, ſet fire to the defenceleſs 
town, and then puſhed on to attack the enemies rear. 
olue diſcovering the ſucceſs by the ſmoke, that roſe 
m the town, faced about with his army, and attacked 
alſo in his turn. The Chananeans ſeeing. themſelve 
thus incloſed between two armies, no longer thought © 
TPRD.L | F N waking 
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making any, relilance. ./They pere all cut off to a man, 
and their cuy-xeduced de alkes. 
Saint Chryſoſtom, in the reflection he makes upo 


the misfortune, that befell the Iſraelites on account o. 
Achan's fin, expfeſſes his concern. for the Church-mili- 
tant, of which that people were the figure, When he 
conſiders a whole army ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed for the crime 
af one ſoldier, he is ſurpriſed at the unconcern. of thoſe 
 wha:ſport away. their, time in the midſt of finners. He 
therefore, earneſtly exhorts every Chriſtian to ſhun the 
company of notorious finners, and to guard againſt the 
contagion of vice. We never ought to be without fear; 
we ate never ſafe againſt the infection of others faults, 
In the midſt. of a corrupt world, it is no ſmall taſk 10 
preſerve. onrſelves fram being tainted by ig; to be inno- 
cent, qur hearts muſt be equally unſullied, as our hands, 
12 85 waz not Jeſs guilty in the fight of God, before 
bis crime, was known,, than when. ditcovered to the ey 


f men. It 18, not the appearance, it 18 the reality 0 
virtue, that, conſtitutes the merit of a Chriſtian: the ap- 
pearance indeed may impoſe on men, who ſee only the 
ourhde ; the reality alone is acceptable to God, who be: 
| aid gc | 
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urſe to ſtratagem. . They ſent deputies, to. Joſue, as 
from a mann living at a great flag, who Kat heard 


of 
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of Nis arent, and += rage his friendſhi W 
make their ſtory more plaußble, pr a fe 
a ſtale loaves of hard 104 270 8b. which they pretend 
ed had been bake d the 2 day they left home, and ap- 
peared in old tattered clothes, that mightlook as if they 
had been worn out by the length of the journey, Joſue 
at firſt ſuſpected ſome fraud, but truſting tod much to 
eee ee eee 
poſed upon. He did not confult God upon” the matter, 
a8 the facted writer obſerves, but unadvifedty eonclades - 
a treaty of alliance wich the Gabkonitts; and bound 
Mmſetf by oath not to deftroy them. In Teſs than three 
days he found himſelf upon the territories of thoſe very 
people, which he had fancied at an inconceivable” dif- 
tance. His troops began to exclaim againſt" the cheat, 
that had been put upon them; they thought it u 
reaſonable, that ſuch impoſtors ſhould'be ſuffefed to r- 
and would actually have put 3 all to the fward, if 
Joſue had not interpoſed, and alledged the ſanity of 
his oath. To allay the Warmth of theit reſentment, and 
to filence their complaints, he told chem, that the Ga- 
baonites ſhould be the ſlaves of Iſrael, and be for oo 
employed in cutting wood and carrying water for their 
ſervice. Gabaon being thus preſerved from the arins'vf 
Iſrael, was in conſequence expoſed to the danger of be- 
ing ruined by thoſe of Chanaan. Adonibeſec, the king 
of jerufalem, hat been Tong Jealons of that city, on ac- 
count of its ſtately grandeur and the valour o ern 
bitants; and the late alliance, tht had made with the 
Iſraelites, made him now look upon her not only as 
rival, but as a dangerous enemy of his power. k 
therefore reſolved to exert the whole force of his King- 
dom againſt her: he prevailed upon four other were | 
of the country to join him in the enterprize, and tn} 
ed at the head of a great army as to certait'vidory. The 
Gabaonites ſeeing themſelves attacked by fo ſuperior a 
force, applied to Joſue, their nes ally,. fot afliftanee.”. 
Their application gave Joſue a fair dpportunity of Nrik< 
ing ſome.decifive ſtroke againſt the common 15 ad 
of ertending his conqueſt"over the ebuntty. He es _ | 
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4 b eien ne five confederate kings, gh ane 
ed and E feuted. with great daughter. The remains of 
ieir army endeavoured” to ſave themſelves by fight. 
Joſus perceived"the day Was faſt upon the decline; he 
ſaw the night coming on, before he could complete his 
victory, and thereupon commanded the ſun not to move 
inſt Gabaon, nor the moon againſt the valley of Aa- 
lon, The fon and moon therefore ſtaod fill, while he 
finiſhed the overthrow of his enemies ; for God obeyed 
W of man, ſays the ho LOS and neither 
ore nor. after. was there ever ſd long a, - Hp 
80 ſingular an effect of the divine power, 56 
the voice of man, muſt naturally rouſe the faith, at {ooh 
ſame time, that it excites the admiration of all, who 
read it. The ſame omnipotent hand of God, which 
ave exiſtence. to the univerſe, which fixed the earth, 
dhe 1 5 | ooh and ſtars, and bade them move in their 
90 according to the laws he gave them 
cable þ 1 2 alter or ſuſpend. thoſe i as he ſhall ; 
judge ex 2 either for his own glory, or for the ſpe- 
cial; benefit of his favorite ſervants at when we fee 
the Almighty thus condeſcend to the wants of weak 
morta}s, and ſor their ſervice. work_'fuch ſtupendous 


change s in the order of nature, we are then called upon 


to ene our belief in his divinity, to adore his power, 
to, revere his wiſdom, and obey 992 commands, eſt we 
ſcem leſs rational and lefs ſenſible. of-our PTA oy the | 


very YR parts. of the creation. we 


nl. beinen u. Judges I. 


Fer: by the might of God's arm 5, A. M. 2470, 
bore down, all before him: victory Before 7. 0. 5 | 


aded him where dh. turned his | | 

,, and every da nalized by ſome-new con- 
N By the rapi Feel. of, his arms the Hebrew 
people took poſſeſſion of the land of Chanaan, as of their 
own, inheritance, At the end of fix years ſcarce an ene 
my, 1 left to face him in the feld. The Scripture 
mentions 
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mentions. no Jeſs than one and thirty kings, who had 
; yielded to his arms. Moſt of the old inhabitants of the 
country fell victims to his ſword ; for God permitted n 
more of them to remain alive, than might be ſufficien 
to exerciſe the courage, or to puniſh the infidelity of his 
own people. Joſue having made himſelf maſter of the 
country by his valour, diſplayed an equal wiſdom in t e 
diſtribution he made of it amongſt the conquerors. ' He 
obſerved ſo. nice and impartial an equity towards every 
tribe, that no room Was left either for cenſure or com- 
plaint. He bad now completed the glorious work, to 
which God had called him; he had ſübdued the promiſ- 
ed land, and eftabliſhed. the ffraelltes in the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. Finding himſelf to be near his end, ke 
called the Iſraelites together, as Moyſes had done before 
him, and, reminded them of the wonders, that God had 
brought, in their favou# : he exhorted, beſonght, ad 
conjured them, till he obtained their promiſe, not to 
ſerve any other God, than the Lord of the univerſe, 
Having thus happily diſcharged his duty both to God 
and his people,  Joſue ſlept with his forefathers, in the 
hundred and tenth, year of his age, and was mourned for 
by all the people. To him is attributed the book, which 
bears his name amongſt the ſacred writings. . During 
the whole time that he governed the Hebrew people, he 
was happy never to ſee them fall into any acts of idola- 
try, nor to hear them utter any complaints againſt the 
Lord. The battles he fought, and the conqueſts he made, 
have given occafion to the following remark of the holy 
Fathers, that no one can pretend to inherit the promiſed 
bleſbngs of Almighty God, till he has happily ſubdued 
thoſe domeſtic enemies, his ſinful appetites and vicious 
inclinations; that bear dominion in his heart. By 
we are born tributary to the Chananean and the 1 
ean, that is to ſay, Satan; and we miſt firſt extir ate 
fin, and bring into ſubjection whatever elſe there is in 
us belonging to Satan, before we can be poſſeſſed of the 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 55 W 4· 
I Upon the death of Joſue, Caleb put himſelf at the 
head of the tribe of Juda, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 


— 
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many viQories, that he gai 
enemies of his nation. Aab 5 — — 
Jeruſalem, was the firſt, that felt the vengeance of his 
arm. By a 91 judgment of God, this N prinee 
arous treatment from Re ons ſons 
of Juda, 2 he had once inflited upon others. At dif. 
ferent times no leſs than ſeventy 5 s had had the ls 
fortune to be his priſoners: he cut off the extremities of 
their hands and and forced. them to lick up the 
leavings of his table. The children of Juda had no 
ſooner laid their hands upon him, than the —— him 
in the ſame manner, and ſent him to alem * 
out liſe by by a Ingering death. 

In the this tyrant's fortune is verified the 
truth of that ſentence; where dur bleſſed Saviour hae 
ſince declated; that he will paſs judgment upon men, as 
they ſhall have paſſed judgment upon others. The ſen- 
tence is univerſal ; it makes no diſtinQion between the 
ny forty ſabje&t * if it. is not executed dun! og life, 
its is the more to. be dreaded after death. An 
rtial and all-knowing Judge will then pronounce 
according to the merits of each particular; and by the - 
mouth of the. wiſeſt of kings, he bas already 
That the mighty, if 1 80 er Goin poverty: ſhall ſuffer 
NR | 4:3 Mot 
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A® BTER the death. of John, and of 4. M. 25 19, 
thoſe virtuous ſages, who had ſeen Before J. 

the wohders, that God had wrought 

during their forty years pilgrimage thro” the Ae, e. 
Iſraelites fell into very great diforders, Being no lon 
united under one head, each tribe began to purſue a . 
parate ihtereſt ; they made war or peace, entered into 
treaties and alliances, as party intereſt and paſſion led 
them: they intermarried with the idolatrous inhabitants 

of the land, ſo by degrees grew familiar with their vices, 


imbibed their * * fell from the any es 


P | 
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God to the-worſhip of idols. To puniſh them for their 


apoſtacy, God made uſe ot thoſe ve le, who had 
ſeduced. them from their duty. B kom, thay were at 
different times reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude; and tyran- 
nically oppreſſed, till the ſmart of temporal misfortunes 
rouſed them up to a' ſenſe of their duty, and made them 
return to God by repentance. Ever mindfal of his mer- 
cies to men, God was pleaſed to liſten to their cries: for 
their relief he called forth ſome extraordinary perſonages, 
who from the auchority they had over the people, ate 
called Judges; The king of Meſopotamia was the firſt 
ſcourge, that God employed to make his people ſenſible 
of their crimes. From this king the Iſraelites ſaffere@ bitter 
hardſhips ; they at length acknowledged the hand of God 
in their ſufferings, and repented. By the abilities of 
Othoniel, the nephew of Caleb, they ſhook off the Meſo- 
potamian yoke, and regained the divine favour, till a run 
of ſorty years proſperity" made them their duty 
again they relapſed into idelatry, and the Moabites 
were employed to chaſtiſe them for it. They ſuffered all 
the ealamities'of war for eighteen years, when upon their 
having recourſe to God, ' Aod roſe up in their defence, 
and reſtored peace to Iſrael. But the repentance of that 
unſteady people never laſted many years. They fell into 
_ freſh ſine, and im punihment thereof were delivered into 
the hands of Jabin, king of Chanaan. Sifara, the Cha- 
nanean general, poured out the evils of war upon them 
| for twenty years together, and fo great was the number 
of troops and armed chariots, which he led to battle, 
that the Iſraelites were afraid to face him in the open 
field. The Hebrew commonwealth was at that time ge 
verned by Debora, a woman full of the ſpirit of God, 
and as much renowned for her prudence in peace, as for 


her fortitude in war. In the dangerous ſituation of af- 


fairs ſhe ſent for Barac, of whoſe abilities ſhe had a good 
opinion, made him her general, and ordered him to 
march with ten thouſand men againſt Siſara. Barac re- 
faſed to accept of the command, unleſs ſhe would ac- 
company him into the field. She conſented, and God 
was pleaſed to ſtrike ſuch a panic into the n | 


. 
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that their army fled ror e, and left the Iſrael. 
ites nothing to do, but to kill and take priſoners. Siſara 
was borne away by the torrent, and endeavoured to ſave 
himſelf in the pavilion of Jahel, the wife of Heber the 
Con Spent with fatigue — eu _ guy — 9 
upon the ground to ſleep ; and as he lay, Ja a 
nail, and with a hammer driving it through his temples 
nailed him to the ground... Þ his death an end was put 
to Jabin's tyranny, and the Liraclites enjoyed the tran», 
quility of a forty years Teuer N | 
In thankſgiving for the victory Debora ſung to God a 
ſolemn hymn, in which the higheſt praiſes are beſtowed. 
upon ſahel for her heroic fortitude, Fortitude and wiſ- 
— are the giffs.of God, who at his pleaſure diſtributes 
them; as he pl : by them he m women equally 
capable, as men, of the greateſt undertakings. Debora 
by her wiſdom kept that rebellious people in obedience, 
which Moyſes with all his authority had been ſcarce able 
to effect: ſhe was the firſt woman, that governed the 
Hebrew nation, and from her government was derived 
every advantage, that could have been from the 
wiſeſt and moſt valiant of men. She took every prudent 
ſtep to promote the public good ; ſhe raiſed the drooping 
ſpirits of her ſubjecta, muſtered her troops, choſe her 
officers,” directed their operations, and marched to bat- 
{le at their head. The ſpirit and the hand of God car- 
ried her victoriouſly through the moſt perilous undertak- 
ings. Hence the holy Fathers obſerve, that nothing can 
be truly great, which is not begun and guided by the 
ſpirit of God. Under that divine influence, the weaker 
becomes capable of the moſt difficult 3 and 
without it men degenerate into the weakeſt of the weak. 
What appears the leaſt capable ip the eyes of a conceited 
world, God ſometimes chuſes, that he may confound 
OIL RET IO EI to confound the 
firong. be : ts "fs 
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14M 1s. ON the death of Debora as 1. 
BEE. 74. > raelites, being no longer reſtrain- 
A by authority, fell back into ſuch a 
ats of licentloaſneſh, that God abandoned them for ſe- 
ven years to the power of the Madianites: The Madian- 
ites were a ctuel enemy, Who _ d and deſtroyed the 
whole country, The diſtreſs, to which the 9 were 
then reduced, became extreme, 3 extbrted from them 
the cries of repentance. God heard their cries, and fixed 
upon Gedeon for their deliverer. Gedeon was a valiant 
ung man, of an obſcure family, of the tribe of Ma- 
"God ſent an Angel to n him, that the Lord 
wy with him, aud that upon the ſtrength = his arm 
| * the ſafety" of Iſrael. The 455 in the form 
habit of a ſtranger, preſented himſelf in view under 
| an dak tree, near the place where Gedeon was winnow- 
ing his father's corn. The beavenly "" deliver- 
ed his commifflon to the choſen youth, and aſſured kim, 
that notwithſtanding” the o eien he entertained of 
himſelf, he ſhould drive the Madianites before him, and 
deſtroy them, as eaſily, as if they were: but one man. 
Gedeon defired' to know, upon What grounds he _ 
made him that extraordinary promiſe, and be 
would not go, till he had taken ſome refreſhment. The 
Angel having * his offer, he quickly ran to 
pare a kid, and unleavened bread. boiled the 
and as ſoon as it was ready, put the fleſh of it np 
baſket, and the broth into à pot, to carry to his gueſt 
under the tree. The Angel bade him lay the bread and 
meat u K 15 rock, = the broth thereon : which 
being he touched with a rod he held in ies? 
| ws 15 behold, a ſadden flame blazed out of the 
rock, and conſumed both the fleſh and the loaves. The 
heavenly e vaniſhed immediately out of ſight, 
leaya edeon half dead with fright for having converſ- 
ed'ſo Tong with an Angel, whom he had all the while ta- 
ken for a common man, Almighty God * Gedeon 


with, 


* 


N 
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_witha „ . and commiſſioned him to go and 

overturn the altar of Baal, to cut down the grove; that 
ſurrounded it, and to erect upon the ſummit of the ſame 
rock an altar to the living God, where he ſhould offer 
one of his father's bullocks in ſacrifice. Gedeon was 
afraid of being murdered by the inhabitants, ſhould he 
attempt any ſuch thing by day; he therefore deferred it 


till night, when with the help of his ſervants he execut- 


ed every part of the command. The inhabitants next 
morning were ſtrangely ſurpriſed to ſee their prove cut 
down, and the altar overturned, Being 22 
rated, they made diligent ſearch after the author of the 
fact, and upon inquiry having found it to be Gede- 
on, went to Joas his father, and inſiſted" that he 
ſhould bring forth his - ſon, and deliver him over to be 
puniſhed, as he deſerved.” Joas aſked them in reply, if 
they were the avengers of Baal, or appointed to fight his 
battles ? If Baal be a God, ſaid he, let him revenge him- 
ſelf on the man, who hath caſt down his altar: it 
not to you. The men that deſiſted from their pur- 
ſuit: eſcaped with impunity, and from that day 
obtained the ſurname of ſerobaal. | * } 
Gedeon by his example teaches thoſe, who are appoi 

ed to the care and government of others, with what ex- 
act fidelity and watchful prudence they ought to execute 
the commands and promote the ſervice of Almighty God, 
whatever may be the labour or the danger, that attends 
them in the performance of their duty. | | 


| 14 XXXI. Miracle of the fleeces Juze 6. 


ED EON being mira aſſur- 4. M. 2959, 
G ed, that God had choſen him for Before J. C. 1241. 
the relief of a diſtreſt nation, was fud- | $A 
denly inveſted with the ſpirit of the Lord, at the very 
time, that the Madianites and Amalecites were in com- 
mon council plotting the deſtruction of Iſrael. He ſnatch-* 


ed up a trumpet, and ſounded the alarm; he gave or- 
err for the tribes to aſſemble, and follow him to battle. 


They 


| 


'1 
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They immediately obeyed his ſummons, as from God, 
and unanimouſly, acknowledged him for their chief. 
Thus from a ſation, without intereſt or birth, 
Gedeon was raiſed to the ſupreme command of the He- 
brew nation. Far from being elated by the honour of 
preferment, he ſtill entertained the ſame humble ſenti- 
ments of his own abilities; difident of himſelf, he reſt- 
ed his- truſt in God, from whom he had received, his 
authority, Not ſatisfied with theſe firſt aſſurances of the 
divine appointment in his favour, he ſuſpended his mi- 
litary operations, till by ſome new miracle God ſhould 
more explicitly make known his will and intentions to 
him, This caution and humble diffidence, which. Ge- 
deon expreſſed in accepting his employment, is a good 
inſtruction, ſays. Saint Ambroſe, to thoſe, who | 
themſelves qualified for and eagerly Hf at every ul 
and honorary employment, that preſents itſelf to them. 
Gedeon therefore begged of Almighty God to confirm 
the choice, he had made of him, by a miracle, that he 
himſelf ſnould ſpecify. If the fleece of wool, ſaid he to 
Almighty God, which I will expoſe all night to the open 
air, Kall be ſoaked with dew, while the graſs around it 
continues dry, then ſhall I conclude, that thou intendeſt 
to ſave Iſrael by my hand. The event anſwered his ex- 
pectation; and yet ſo diffident was he of himſelf, that 
he wiſhed for ſome further ſign from Heaven, and hum- 
bly beſought the Lord to exhibit a ſecond: miracle, that 
ſhould be the reverſe of the firſt : he begged that the 
fleece only might be dry, and the ground wet with dew. 
The Lord was pleaſed to condeſcend to his requeſt, and 
there was dryneſs in the fleece, that had lain expoſed the 
whole night, and dew on all the ground, 33 
Theſe two miracles, according to the holy Fathers, 
mark the difference of conduct, which God has followed 
with regard to the Jews and Gentiles. The Jews were 
once vitited by that more plentiful effuſion of his holy 
graces, by which he ſelected them from the midſt of 
other nations, and made them his choſen people; till by 
their incredulity they rejected the divine gifts, and un- 
_ gratefully abuſed the ſacred blood, which the _ 


- 


| ſhed for their ſalvation. More ſenſible of the mercy, and 
more obedient to the voice; that called them into the 


_ admirable light of divine faith, the Gentiles then be- 
came the ſpecial people of Jeſus Chriſt, + The mercies of * 


our great Redeemer extend over 'the face of the whole 


earth; his'graces are poured out from ſea to ſea to the 


uttermoſt limits of the globe, for the ſalvation of all man- 


kind. His grace is, as a celeſtial dew, with which our 


fouls are refreſhed againſt the heat of paſſions, and en- 
abled to produce the fruits of eternal life. 2585 


| +41 
S '$ XXXII. o ſoldiers. Nuk 7. 
CF EDEON' by the two miracles of . Il. 2750, - 


CI his own chuſing was fully aſſured Before J. C. 1241. 
of the divine will in his regard ; he was 


convinced, that God had appointed him not only to com- 


mand the troops, but alſo to reap the victory, and there- 
fore prepared to execute the important charge with as 
much eagerneſs, as he had at firſt ſhown unwillingneſs to 
accept it. Vaſt numbers of voluntary recruits locked 
daily to his ſtandard : his army ſoon made a very formid- 
able appearance; he took the field and encamped within 


fight of the enemy. Almighty God foreſaw, that the | | 


preſumption and ingratitude of a ſtiff. necked people 


would make them attribute to themſelves the victory, if 


it were gained by ſuch numbers, and reſolved that "=P 
ſhould not only owe, but moreover own their ſucceſs 
— to him. He therefore commanded Gedeon to diſ. 
band part of his troops, and to proclaim thro” the camp, 
that every one, Who was not diſpoſed to undergo the 
fatigue, or afraid to ſtand the ſhock of war, might peace - 
ably return to his own dwelling. Two'and twenty 


thouſand of them readily accepted the offer, and only ten 


thouſand remained to ſupport the ſervice of their country, 
But to anſwer the deſigns of God that number was fill 
too great: God commanded Gedeon to lead his army. 


to the waters, where he would let him know the preciſe. 
number, that he had choſen for the ſervice, He bade 


him 
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him obſerve the poſture, in which his ſoldiers ſhould 
drink, When he came to the waters, whether they knelt 
down to ſlake their thirſt at leiſure, or only catched a 
ſparing draught in the hollow of their hand, as they ball 
ly paſſed along; that they & only they, who ſhoul 
in this manner, were the men, to whom. he had reſolved 
to grant the victory, When Gedeon came to the waters, 
he attentively obſerved his men, and of his whole army 
there were no more, than three hundred, . who did not 
kneel down to drink. He immediately diſbanded. the 
reſt, and full of confidence in the divine promiſe marched 
on with. his little troop againſt the Madianite. 
In this inſtance we may obſerve the diſtinction, that 
Almighty God makes of thoſe, who engage in his ſervice, 
and how ſmall the number is of his. choſen champions; 
ſince of the two and thirty thouſand, that followed 
Gedeon to war, twenty two thouſand took themſelves off 
at once, and of the ten thouſand, that remained, three 
hundred only were reſerved for victory. The mark of 
their eledtion was their not bending the knee to drink; 
mindſul of their character even in little things, they 
ſought no contrivance for their eaſe, they ſcooped up a 
| — — refreſhment in the palm of their hand, and were 
contented with a ſcanty draught to allay their thirſt upon 
the mareh: in like manner whoever engages in the divine 
ſervice, and we ate all engaged by the promiſes we made 
at baptiſm, ought not to ſtoop, down towards the earth. 
beyond what is required to ſupply the wants of nature: 
ever mindful of our baptiſmal engagements, and ſteady 
in the divine ſervice, we ought to Rand always upon our 
uard, and to keep our affections ſtill fixed on heaven. 
f compelled by neceſlity we make uſe of this world, it 
ought to be in the ſenſe of Saint Paul, as if we uſed it 
not, er comfort or ſupport of life, which is con- 
ſtantly flowing off like a ſwift ftream, we partake of the 
benefit of God's creatures, it ought. to be without any 
ſtrong attachment to them, without any top or hinderance 
in our way to heaven, The number of {ſuch Chriſtians 
is indeed but ſmall ; but ſuch there are; they are the 
choſen few, and it is in ſuch, that the Church of CP: 
a a | _ . chiefly 
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y glories; with theſe ſhe ſtands — | 
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bien Gol tied b oſten made to:Gedean: | 
of ſucceſs; and tho”iGedeon.didino longer entertain the 
ſmalleſt duubt of the event, yat it -pleaſed. the; divine 
goodneſs to make him hear the fatne 2 of victory 
confrmed by the Madianites themſelves, Gedeon by 
advice from:God-roſs.in the dead of the night, and he- 
ing accompanied: by a Angie ſervant, went into the ene. 
mies camp; to collect what intelligence he could. He 
liſtened to every eres and catched up every vor, as 
he ſtule cautionſſy aleng. He haard one of the Ma- 
dinnice ſoldiers telli 
had had relative! to the event af the was, I ſeemed to 
ſas, faid the ſoldier a bazloy leaf rolling thro the camp. 
tili it rock one of ihe tente, and threw. it down. 
It is the ſword of Gedeon, immediately replied the other, 
thut in here ſignified ;-10 him the Lord has delivered our 


armirs, and by him the tents of Madian ſhall be druck | 


and overthrown, Upon bearing this, Gedeon made the 
be ue fy Far aud © his troops to acti- 
on by the'retation. of this ftory. Ne laßt no time ; 


divided his thee: hundred men into three ſeparate com- 


paiiies and accoutred them with arins/ equally, new and 
myſterious. He gave to each a trumpet, and an empty 
| gs wich a burning lamp-concealed in the middle * 
1m. He charged them to obſerve the moſt profo 
ae unt oy Lr ee. 2 — nw their 
trumpets, their. pit a ce their lamps, 
E l 
aud bl. It was: nom midnight; they warched- in 
deg ” filence-3 tha three divifions 1 poſſeſſion of the 
; that had been afligned them: G e ps the ſig 
nal by: —— and was anſwered by his men 
from their rs * The : Madianites Wee 


plicit, than were the; pramiſes, eee JC age. 8 


ebe a dream, which he 
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deep Aud APE Wer ſurprized at che une xpecbed le,, 
The glittering of 'the lampe, the clash Gf, che, pitchers,: 
and the clangors of trumpets, mixed with ſhouts of 
war from e duarteß made tem fantys that IT 
were E apr by a vaſt army. Their fears mag 
their danger, n nd in — een ing, 
ſwords aghid®t obe anathery givi giving to n. decifi 
victory without his ftriking ſo much a adidgle Wake. 
The more fhguler andes was, js: 
Saint Gregory the dre myſterious it appears.) For 
who ever thought of going to war without nme, :0r:who+ 
ever fiitfeied) that an barten pitaber Was za ikely:: 
pon againſt u coat of mail To humane Hunin- 
ſrructed in the ſeeret ways of divine providence, och MY 
ſcheme might ſeem ridiculous 2 but hat appearg.mere.. 
folly: in che eyes of men, God often cchuſes in his wi 
dom, 45 the moſt conducive to his defigns. By this he 
teaches us, in-whom d are to place Sur gate fl trust 
and to whom we ate to lool up for ſuote ſo dn our under. 
taktings. It is not by ahi hotly or- hütnheſttength, 
but b che virtue of ſeſus Chriſi, that the enemies bf bur 
ſalvation" wm bs 18 0 Big ht. The- earthen püta, that 
were borne by n 'men, / repreſent e Dritele 
frames of the mortaF/bodies;: and: thi y:are, to be 
acteunted the worthy ſoldiers of jeſi a Aer Whadike 
him, frall be ready fro ſacrifice their, 555 for od N ſer- 
vice, and to cönquer byrtthEir death. Death to Jack» 
Chfiſtians is no n the e e enen 
veſſel; upon abe diſſolu tion of their mortal frame, the 
luſtre df their virtues; | which: lay concealed before, is: 
publiely diſtloſed, and like a burning lam ſhines. to 
all arbond. It ds vhat we ſee in the ble martyrs of. 
Chrift's Church. e even 8 
they may have a peared! in. '[ſuſterings,; er vir 
tues ns} are — 9 hand ornament.of: the Church. 
By their: glorious. con ſſicte they made, themſelves be ad- 
mired even by their: enemies and perſerutote 3 their 
patience triumphed: over the rage of tyrants,” and their 
niiractes'confirm-the'truth, for n eee, 8 
* fought ant ounguered.! nts 10517527 yiadg emer? 
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FR EDBON!: by his 2 and mi- 1 M. 2768. 

| WF tary: valour having reſcued his Before J. C. 1232. 
country from the een Wee 
tes, retired to nid o⁰nprivate home, and there died in 
good old age. Among tt the ſeventy; ſohs, that he left 
_ "behind him thete was one called Abimelec, whoſe mo- 
cher was a native of Sichem. This man, being of a tur - 
bulent and ambitious temper, formed a . 
amongſt the Sichimites, by whom he procured himſelf 
to be made king. Having thus raiſed himſelf above the 
-reach of human laws, he committed ſtrange diſorders in 
the country; and amongſf, other cxuclties lent 2 band of 
_ ruffians to bis late father's bauſe in Rphra to murder his 


oy 


brothers. Phe unhappy youths-were all taken, 3 
ing r upon one ſtone. 
Notwithſtanding : | : 

were much pleafed wich the part they had taken, and 


aſſembled in a-plain to make'rejoicings.ip bonopr of the 

ing they bad choſen. This plain lay, at the foot, of a 
bill called Garizim. The: young Joathar placed him- 
the top of it, and in an atdibleyoice reproach- = 


ſelf upon 


ed the-Sichimites for: their ingratitude to a man, who 


| ha$ſaveditheir country from Tein, Ju a, figurative ſtile 


of fanguage be compared them to, the trees in a foreſt, 
Who being ambitious of à kingly government, addr eſſed 


themſelves to the olive, to the figtree, and the vine, to 


be their kid g: and being reſuſed by esch in its turn, 


ch; acts of violence the Sichimites 


they at laſt choſe the thorn, who promiſed to take them 


—_— pr 
Tami 


ſtruction | 
granted him. For at the end of three years the Sichim- 


itet, growing tired af bimelec, entered into z conſpi- 
Tacy to deprive him of his throne. But being too weak 
F | . 11 - | . 15 q CE TE 1 1 > . a - to Y N 


I , U2 


oteftipn.. He'then turned off, his diſcourſe 
ighty"God,! and begged, that, If Gedeon and his 
ail kad been injuriouſly;requited. for their ſervices, a 
flame might burſt out from that thorn for the ſpeedy de- 
both of king and .people, His petitian was 


* 


— 
2 


— — 
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to execute their deſign, they themſelves became a ſacri- 
egg 5, and Hir town was 
levelled with the ground. The citizens of Sichem being 
thus puniſhed for their ingraritade by by the very 23 8 | 
whom they had raĩſed from nothing, the” tyrant: h 
{a experienced the like-vengeance. Fl uſhed with che 
u 


11 
; 
1 
| 
6 
q 
; 


f 


4 
y 
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ccels, that had «hitherto attended From he began to 

tter Himſelf, that Gen had eicher forget tis ＋ 
or woata ker eat td go" depend. Bes 
Fretches rigt Bie patienet 3 that he hüm- 
= - ſelf bas fixed + he'ofign _ che greateſt ieriminals (o 
N Prof r for a While, Tat his glory may the rhore) ma- 
nifel either in their repentance r in their puniſhment : 
"he often fries," When Fe least expett at, untl in 1 
95 throws them don font their tobverin Fe 
| which 5 thought kbemfelves Scure: ſand o E hap- | 
| Ke. tyrant Abittieke 7 he was catidff ar thee: 


23+ —ä—çNͤ . SES 


time, me he Aattere@ himſelf wih the 
Victories. "He had Hail fiege to the ton of 
forced the inhabitants c retreat to their laſt hold, a 
tower in the middle of the chy. He was edger to ſet 
fire to it, and apptosching t00 near, Was kn 
by a flone} , Which 4 Woman cat upon his) — Not 
Jefs chagrined at thie ſtroke, than ' comfouriided/ at! the 
thought of dying by a woman's hand, hs dls nr - 
. mour-bearer' to Gln hits through. 1 His trderiwasdbey- 
: 20 and thus by a violent drarh the wretched man re- 
id Ee puniſhment, nnn e ee 
rs, Faun 
The example of Abimelee, an the noly "Dathers/ 30 a 
EY that no paſſion J. diſ zofes che mind 7 1a deeds of 
- cruelty, #4 an derte tit of Power. 


- whim it has onde cen Peffefam of weer er 
all reſpect for Kindred? D Ln: 


human y. "The "ſacred ities of frier A. ee . 
nd Jan the laws of honor ip are 


_ violently broken rough, und neching is deſt antried, 
that cat, be thought ie "open away eo che | 
r 


en mw 
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72 775 el trot Ang ; 
Fun 8 of, Fears the - 
reins of government 
3 SIT . 
the latter was e phtte. te was t 
| ob Gataady a man naturslly:yabant and; a grrat warrior, 
* baſenborn was compelled by his brothers to 
quit his Father's houſe, as having ne ol, 75 to a bart 
— family:iaheritance, He tired into the land of 
Tob, where-a lawleſs exoop of bandini choſe” him for 
chair leader In the mean. time the Jiraclites,. who bad 
left the worſkip.of: Almighty God for that of, Baal and 
Aſtaroth; were grievouſſy hataſſed by the A gh 
for hey; were the- ſcourge, that Gad h ſen to 
.chaſl iſe his Saithleſa.peaple ſor their apoſtaey. gp | 
Ange made the delinquents ſenſihle of a diy bog 
bv; was to a che w rath of God h n 
ance, and then to out ſor ſome able general to * 
mand their armies. They fixed. their eyes nods he) 
wich Whoſe — they were well acquaint 
_oſent to bim the command, and to 14 8 
nid in dhe natiom'n diſtreſs. Jephte at firſt reproached the 
Aer atics for having ſuffered à man, of whom chey pro- 
| loa geo good an opinion, to he reduced. to the necefiiyy 7 
—— N bat ypon ber pro- 
t 2 Fab to his n he grew | 
_— — toe thi leader ; Before he en- 
action, he did all he could m;, — 2 
. acts ity 
this ar had no e 


rum his oun qhouſe after the viſtory. | He fo mY 
and conquered. 12 ſoon ſpread the joyful news thr 
1 any daughter, attonded, by other 
_  mmaitlens ot ber acquaintance, went out. danoing to the 

LY the tabour and other — Labs; = 
<SLAAF. # 
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meet bet Viſtonous father „et What“ 4 Mamp, to the 
vidar's Joy» and what grief to a fond father, was the 
t of am only daughter in och circumstances! With 
Tears in his eyes he told her he vow; be hal nabe. 
8 ſhe even exhorted. him 30 fulfil his pr 
to Almighty! God, and declered herſelf hap ny 
even her” life ab holocau@ to, the * — 
_ = iver and difpoſer of: itt he n ä 
7x xeſpite of ting months, chat aſhe . 
mbtiütains with her female eee 
her häpleſs virginity; The wo months jbeing 
1 came back to her farther, and he! fulfilled: his — 
Tbe i n of holy Scripture differ in the judg- 
EY they form upon the i nate and performance of 
Sede * think that Jephte's : meaning was 
if RT NG God E N bin, 
according to the condition) f iche thing p an np» nol 
- conclude, as human; ſacrines were! forbidden: by 
Law, that he did not ſpil his daughter's blood; 69-4 oo 
ſeerated her to God by vow: of p virginity ; 
"for ſhe lived. and died a vir zin. But moſt common 
-opinion is, chat ſephte, Ale of the πο·/·ůn he 
"had made; ew his daughter, ann ſt eto the Lord, 
deing led thereumta either by a ae 
ſcenes, or by a particular diſpenſtion from the La, 
on the part of Almighty: God, who is the ſovereiga ma- 
fler of life aud death. However that may have been 
vith reſped to the father, we. cannot ſuſſiciently admire 
the datiful behaviour, and amiable — — of 
daugbter, WhO voluntarily ſubmitted; to her ber paycar's will . 
mand exhorted him te do, as he hui Dol die to 
fin, to relign the pompe of n: licentious world, to ne- 
” nounce*thaſs pleaſures and incentives to q ice, which are 
Inconſiſtent with-a clean heart, is: a ſacriſice truly meri- 
torious, and acceptable to God: it isa ſäcrifce, which 
was foletnnly begun at the font of baptifm, which ought 
to be'daily-renewed,. and mult be freely continued on to 
cl enk of 1 lie, chat t may e e. 
etl ef e by Himy to whom itſis relig 15 
and is fh d 06511973 121729 Sn rugclas 2 1 25 Dane! 
990118 | $ VI. 
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Fro ay 1 the RE Hg war Kr Z al} Sivan © 
mentions, ittle more than the "OY of their children. 
The nexi;xemarkable,perfonage that occurs, is I: 
erb wondezfal! things are recorded., He was 
NN Vith. vaſt bodily — | 
5 i evil ch Saint the.Philiſtines, ,wh 
Aethat tiaie let upon the, I{raclites; a ben 
met theirtſins. Tb birth of this extraordinary man 
had been foretold to his mother by an 2 wha 
ainted her, not only that ſhe ſhould have 2 fon — 
22 be conſegrated to God. from his birth, and be 
S delivery of Iſrael ont of the h — 
bat that from che hour of his conception, 
N Fe yy moreaver.contibute. towards. his ſaoRification 
abtaiging-from wine.and.. ſtrong. drink, and all un- 
Abe 25 enn Nianne of, We 


's apparition and anue earneftly pr 
Aude he. might 1 the like viſion. Hi 
Petition was granted, and in a fecond viſit the Angel not 
daly made himſelf viſible to Rs but „Ae told him, 
this ſon muſt alſo abſtain from the ep — 
6 to his . "Mn 


* 194 


the flame — che E aſcended with i it, and — 
ed to them, ng more. The child of: promiſe was horn 
after, and. named Samſon. Every qirection, that 
od; had given to hig 1 N concerning his education, - 
was religiouſly 2 his hair was not cut, neither 
wine nor any Liquor did he drink z the child Was 
bleſſed by God, and. became the ſtrongeſt of men, Being 
of a mature age, he ſell ia love with a Philiſtine woman, 
ae ee 's conſent to matry her, Ae 


F430 ; th ler 
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ther had an re of the na a Philiſtine, 
and at fiſt refuſed ChE that his ſon 
in that point 2 — phe the immediate 1 
Sodet holy Spirit. For Samſeh Wg & fg 4 
Chriſt he gp. whe the evondey fl," her- Ly day 
pouſe the be s = Gori 3 — 
. jefted by the A 
ny cheſtife the Philiſtines for the "many 51 
grievous calemities chey Dad brought Cur the wn a people 
ro Being one tay 8 
his intended ſpouſe reſided, be 1 wi mer by 7 = 
chat came foumen with rage to devour: Mm. 


wirhout wen 2 ruſhed forward: 
wHE of the holy Spirit, and My ing Wold of th —.— 
Fim with as much eaſe, as he would have 'torn u lick 


I He threw the careaſe aſide, and there left it. 
+4 ys after as he returned the fame Way he. 
| 410 to e ie, and beheld a Warm of Bees hi 
 fle@ and formed'a Pro ome — the mouth of ids og 
non. Tus fog lar eireumſtanee gave oecaſton to à no. 
red riddle; wick Samfbn 5 — to rhe thi" ven 
FRO who were: «appointed * accom pany him du - 
tiny, the ſeven days ſblemniſation of his: marriage with 
countrywoman.' He propoſed i in the fo 
— om Out of the eater came forth meat, and out £ 
the firong came forth” fe. eetneſf; and he promiſed 
exch of them a fait of clothes, if they ſoſved id 
| 1 0 be ſeven days, Yi en condition they wiſed "alſo 
on their part to pay im the Hee forfeit, If thi 


The condition was accepted of They pu a led For three 
days about che riddle, but eduld not ne it: 1 Way 
then applied to the bride, DN her, ne muſt . 


2 


diſcovery of the ſecret from her huſband; or they 
burn ber and het father's houſe; If — abt“ 
immediately employed all the female arts * 1 eapad 
ot, to induce” Rim to ler her know what the ri 
nike ſhe we 185 and 9 8 uw 
cited, till on eb * 
expound the problem, ediately : = of 
cated" to her countymen- N kaſtened 7e Semfon 
before 


* 


< 
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baſaro the. ſon weps. down, and, f me nt ſweeter 
all \has.e fronger a 


— 
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The holy Parker in er —— the ho 
ob. which Samſon found in the lion's mouth, take c- 
Sten to ſpeake. of chat wonderful change, which Jeſus 

briſt wrought by hie holy Spirit amongit the Gentil 


as A Hen, the“ once raged a 
edtenei -defiruftion to os Ohurch, 


duſt we by th pet of; Jeſs Chl, th — 
ar the 
ad of vidlenee, and 4 
d itlto'mildneſs by the e doctrine and ſpirit of 
Goſpel, they forgot their ſavage temper, and being re- 
ed in the waters of baptiſm, became the chil- 
eee and were formed into one Pies 
runder dun dad the ſame: Head. 71 


3 as 9d + 290 Une to tins? 1 N 53 64 en 
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S provoked-at the 4. M 2867, 
Clans bed 3 . Bite $ Os, 
£ WE gnevetbat the ſhameful | 1-1-4111 
a f his wife, abruptly left the -bouſe; and ge- 
turned: home, Her parents concluded from the manner. 
of his gig off, chat he did not intend to return, and 

therbfote married their daughter 
conttary to their expectation 


another man. Bet 

returned ſome time 
dine ant e his wife, Her father made him 
_excuſes' for uchat he had done, and offeret —.— 
f dhughter im her ſtead! Neither his offer nor his excuſes 
Werde act 
"ed Samiſon 


8 deciated; that from that day he 
| ſhould chirtl Bit warranted tb do chem All the 
ep he could in *putiiſhment'of' their-crimes,: His fr 
tempt aguinſt them was'of a very ſingular nature. He 
ger threo hundred * 9 


- 
- 
gs go ne 1 


ef. Senfible-of the/injuty he hd receiv. 
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two and wet gether, with 
dle, he let Get det nite the and corn- Heldt 
by which means the whole p produce'of theadfacent coutt- = 
try was entirely deſtroyecddl. 80 N e a vontfive 
ance of doing miſchlef mate e ee 
curious to know the author and the motive of It. 3 
diſcovered the author to be Sam ſon, and his oh the. 
evil treatment, Which he had received from his wife and 
father -in- law. Theſe then they looked upon as the 
authors of *heir\mivfortune 5 grinst theſe they dire. 
2 revenge, und burm them alive. . Samſon; who 
n d declaration to un Para bad 
aſtiſe the enemies off his country: wat 
— =O "He! performed! fach fingulay, of 
upiiaſt! the Philiſtines, and ſpread-fuch! a 
amongſt them, that they raiſed wn army to 15 U. 
The tribe of Juda was alarmed at their Warft 
rations, and ſent tos know erf ee ee e e 
meant. They -yeceived: for anfuter that nothing more 
was intended than = w_ ee The a anſwer. 
did not remove their fears ey thou t of the, 
ſtorm,” When it-was'once \raiſed;: e 
them, and concluded the beſt * er could 125 9 
be to prevent it, by delivering Samſon into their hands, 
Sam ſon had retreated into a cave in the fock of ane 
Thither they ſent three thouſund of their. choiceſt men to 
ſecure him; yet ſuch 1 123 they had of his 
mi ſtreng th, that they ſcarce dared tom proachy? 
nh fo lay cheir hands upon hin They told him the 
rt pf their coming : they ſtood and remonſtrated td 
5 he dreadful calamities, their whole nation might 
to, from the provoked rage of a lawleſs peg»: 
ruled over them 5 and as they ſolemnly pro- 
yy upon oath hve to take away his: lifes if he wind 
only” let them bind him, he er Men himkels: 
up into their hands, and willingly con 70 be ther 
er. Theylbound him wi * new TAE andiled: 
of towards the Philiſtines. Te Philiſtines ſhouted: 
with joy at the ſight and began to think themſelves aut 
n Sam ſon 
* 40 was, 


; AGE 4. 
ted-torch in che mid- 


. 


Was at that moment ſtrongly moved by the Spirit of the 
Lord, and by a ſudden ex l frength burſt his hands 
e Pans as much eaſe,| as flax is conſumed by hre.: 
hir g up the-jaw-boye of an os, that-lay acci- 
Snap in Ris waz, he ruſhed apon his enemies, and 
with 3 Weapon: fle a-thonſand of them. The 
2 kis efforts b brought: on an exceſſise 
thirſt ;: be galled apon God. for relief in that 1 
ele e the de A 
copious ſpring. 0 of water, with which 
; ing vigour. - Samſon returned. his j 
to 5 and as a monument of his Naw ra gave to 
the place a name, which Ws Perpetuate the the miracle 
to futate ages, 2184 9 12 Fu. 443 e ag n '* Ts 
To, men full of chgt witden, which 1. taught bra 
valn-world, theſe fats may be a ſubject af profane wit 
and nidieule; but to the Saints, who, guide their e 
and actiens by the 8 Spirit of God's word, they furniſh . 
matter of devout m | 
not ee the reach 


. 


91 
. 


iſtines, as 4 f 
2 has — — 


men has bai ore efficacious,. than the ofa a dead 
animal 'Was'in, the hand of Samſon: by chat he defeated 
the wiſdom of philoſophers, by that he triumphed; aver 
the.ra ge of 4 tyrants, and "ps ut the powers of ſus... 
pe and * 9 fight... The bumble le ſervants 
of Jeſus Chxidt, being like him pazient, and Prepared 0 
die with pleaſure 14 ſervice, are fince their death be- 
come a 2 of 9 me the inſtruments of | 
lowin c interceſſion ..' 
ately Blues thy tho" he e Char. A 


ef an T9781 i419, Titty me (221 
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23 e gte 
— M.'2880. . Philiſtines grew: more active 
Before JC. 1120. 1 from" difa pointment,”and the late 
51 Fi - Reoks-they h received, did but wher 
dhnid; defire of; : They-ſcarce allowed Samſon 
any time to breathe; ey narrowly a alt his m- 
tions; and diligently: ſought every oppo either to 
ſurpriſe or -oppreſs im. They Wy —— Rim into 
the town of Gaza ; 'ſecure as they thought of their prey, 
they in a very few hours collected a'confiderable number 
of men te ſurround him, aud poſted a ſtrong guard at 
the town gates, watching there the whole night in Hilence, 
that in the morning ey mi kill him ad he went ent. 
Samſon in the mean dime Haid Eimſelf down reh, | 
thoughtleſs of the danger, chat furrounded Rim. Fe flopt. | 
till midnight, when Being appriſed of 'his(fituation, 
aroſe, ed to the town ates; and with one effort of 
his firength tore them u N their poſty and bolts,” | 
threw them upon his ſhou as trophies e 1 | 
and thus accoutred he 3 Ince pidly chro' the mat 
of his enemies up the ſteep ſummit of the hilly that faces” 
Hebron, with as mach os as if he ou walled upon 4 
ſmooth plain diiencumbered from . Scr 
with aſtoniſhment at fach a prodigy e bed. pot 
_ Nood motionleſs, and all 1 on 55 re 
| 5 with ſuch panic, that they” acer r d Aurel te 
ſe him with open 5 5 pat” ton 
The lines of this 6 ag Peri e; ſa Went ere. 
—— are too ** yi not to diſcover 1 — 74 
whom they are . we mn; It ig che gur of 
| Jefus Chriſt Rirnſtlf, whom'the Jews never ceaſed To ples 
| keente, till they ſaw bim dead,” and conſigned” to the | 
tomb. There as he flept, the guards'were ced/around 
| his ſepulchre to en his'? taken away 1 ur- 
prize; when behold; duri SY the lence of the night he 
victoriouſly roſe ain . and by an une „but 
moſt wonderful appearan 


that had been Placed to | to guar 


ww the ſoldiers to flight, 
him, Triumphant over 


the 


: 


%% WOUND nan in 
thednalics/ of his anemisb lie brnko dosen tha bolta and 
bars of death, which he carried with hin to the holy 


mountain of Olivet, and from thened aſcended into Hea - 
ven, ſetting open to his follomers che gates of eternal 


life, which Till chat time had been ſhut hy the fin of our 
held parents againk . err S 2 
Bs gal een en 1 r 5, Wit men da ＋ 


fine? ri Banden F b94 259 in 8 Aris ade N 
e. dub ef dane. : eie. 
zig 10 owned be 24 OG 
APPY had 6 bon for Bano, if. * M. 86, | 
he had oaly ſhown as reſo- Bore Fe nus. 
— 4 my woman's. r 
as he had ſtre e e ie the' 
Philiſtines. Da — her allurements and treacherbus 
cateſſos proved the ruin of = man, hom the united force 
of men had not deen able to hurt. She: dwelt in the vale 
of Soree, and is thought by many to have been his wife. 
The Phlliftines obſerving how ſond Samſon ſeemed to be 
of her, promiſed her a conſiderable re ſe, if ſhe 
could only learn and diſcover to them the of his 
ſtrongth. Dalila, like many of her ſex, being influence: 
ed — the love of gain, began to try her art to deceive 
and betray the man; who loved ber. She hee 
malicious queſtions, ' which. Samſon yodefeated” / | 
by his delufive auſwers; he told her, that to make him 
as weak as other men, ſhe had but to tie kim with ſeven | 
wet or witk nine new:cords, or to faſten) him by ſeven 
hairs of his head. $he tried them all one after — 
and found herſelf as often di inted. She thereupon 
| became more and more ng, and cominualty hun 
b- kim for 3 ſue reproached, and ly hang 
ſhe threatened careſſed by . till his ſauf faint- 
f — away, and was wearied even unto death: then ohn. 
ing the truth, he ſaid to her, that being aNazarite; that is, 
a perſog conſeeruted to God from his infancy, the ſciſ- 
| Cats had never come near his head, and that his ſtrength X 
depended upon bis hair. The'treacherous woman 
immediate — to the princes of the Philiſtines, and of 
_ invited mem to dome; as Samſon had at laſt opened his 


i 


575 


— 


-HISTORY or THE 44 


rt to her. She (him to ſleepi called a bar? 
ber, and ſhaved him both of bis hair and ſtrength at 
once. Samſon awoke ſrom fieep, Lite ting, 28. b 
ſeemed, about the preſence of his enemies, hut thought 
be would go out, as he did before, & ſhake himſelf, not 
knowing, as the Scripture' ſays, that the Lord had de- 
rted from him. The Philiſtines ſeized him, und 
thwith putting out his eyes, led him bound in chains 

to Gaza; and \ſhut him a; grind in a will. To that 


diſgraceful drudgery Samſon Was confined, bereft of his 
ſight; and the Lies of life. ; Daring, his confines 


ment his hair began to grow, and as his hair increaſed, 
his ſtrength alſo gradually returned. The lords of the 
Philiftines had at that time aſſembled; to celebrate the 
feaſt of their god nz. their place of entettainment 
was à lar ill, Whither they ordered Samſon ta be 
brought, that he might play before. them. Samſon w- ese 
therefore b t out of priſon, and made to plaꝝ ſor 
the diverſion of his inſulting enemies. He defired the 
boy, who guided his ſteps, to let him reſt; againſt the 
pillars, that ſupported the houſe. There calliag upon 
the Lord to reſtore him his former ſtrength, and deſiring 
to die with the-Philiſtines, he took hold of one pillar 
with his right hand, and the ether with his left, aud 
ſhook: them violently together, till the whole edifice fell 
down,- and cruſhed him with three thouſand ef the PI- 
liſtines under its ruins. . 14% talk eit e at 32 er 
Samſon's death, which was | ſeverely ſelt by the ene- 
mies of his God and country, is according to the holy 
Fathers, an emblem of that great overthrow, Which Jeſus; 
Chriſt! by his death gave to the infernal powers. For 
then it was, ſays St. Paulinus, that the tem ple of Satan 
was pulled down, and the pride of his bold aſſocistes 
humbled to the duſt. But it is not to the figurative ſenſe 
only, that the Fathers confine-their remarks upon this 
hiſtory. They deplore che misfortune of an invincible 
hero, who notwithſtanding his prodigious ſtrength, was 
at laſt conquered by a woman. By a woman's.power he 
became not only weak, but likewiſe blind, and was con- 
demned, like a beaſt, to grind in ine 
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tune gives us the ſtriking likeneſs of a figner, ho being 
ſtript of his inherent virtues, and deprived of the lights 
of the Holy: Ghoſt, becomes abandoned to his pleaſures, 
and enſlaved to the of a wicked world: greaning. 
under the tyranny of his a be teils and frets in tha 
purſuit of hat only / tends: to feed his defires, and in- 
creaſe his troubles. A ſinner in this ſtate has no other 
remedy, than to raiſe his voice with - Samſon; and to 
prob that his former ſtrength may be reſtored to him. 
il b * only; ſays the ſame Saint Paulin us, 
that the ſoul can recover her loſt virtues, and triumph 
over the enemies of her: ſalvation :; by that ſhe regains 
her frſt ſtrength, by that ſne the works of Sa- 
tan, by that ſhe dies to ſin and ſelſ- love, chat ſhe may 
henceforwyard live to God alohe. ORE 0 ene; 
N e {Ate 7 44; 
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wor Als Dith of the Levi wife, Judge 19. 
e wh ee t ut ain 3 8 FO? 2877 
F the two laſt chapters of the boo 4. M. 23 ½) 
A! of Judges is related a fact, which is Before J. C. 149 
commonly thought to have happenee 
foon after the death of Joſue. A certain Levite, who 
dwelt in mount Ephraim, had married à woman of the 
town of Bethlehem; upon | ſome: diſagreement between 
them, they ſeparated, and the woman returned home to 
her parents. The Levite ſtill retained an aſfection ſor 
his wiſe, and at the end of four months went over to 
| Bethlehem with an intention of propoſing & reconciliati- 
on, and of taking ber back. His father · in · law received 
him with great cordiality, and bis wife forgetting” all, 
that had paſſed between them, expreſſed- the tendereſt 
affection for her huſband. The friendly civilities, be 
there met with, made him prolong his ſtay a day or two 
more, than he had intended. He at laſt took leave, 
and ſet off upon his return in the company of his wife 
and a man ſervant. About ſun-ſet they arrived at Ga- 
daa, a town belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, Where 
they propoſed to | paſs the night. They remained for 
ſome time in the ſtreet, before any one would offer them 
T1307 | 3 
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fo from mount Ephraim, coming home aftcr hie day's 
7 the Levite and his tft im this fte; 

| i n 


r they vetired to reſt; when forme 
——h en boſet the houſe and demunded th 
er with led intent to abuſe him The boi 
table old man uſed every argument 40 reduce them u 
reno; but nn on mem who 
burning with fawieſe : bot h and hie 
grew terrified . ut mei thredts) and to top theis cri 
abandoned: the Leoite v wife to their diſerotiom. Phe 
wicked wrerehes e ittod: ſuch brutiſn vioientes vp 
herathe whole night, thut ſue was But Jaſt. able! mes 
morning to crawl back to u Ruſbund' v be 
had ſcarce reached the door, when ſhe dropt down dead 
with her arms Fame may. ye the p_ ; — 2 
| vengeantes” as it were, outrage E 
The Levite roſe, when it was light, opened the door,” 
andfinding his wife im that poſture,; t-ihe was | 
a Parr her reſt, arid faid to her, Ariſe and let de 
27 as ſhe made no anſwen, perceiving ſhe: wan 


whe he took her up, laid her upon his aſs, and return» = 


ed to his houſe; meditating revenge agzunſt the whole 
tribe of Benjamin; . her death As ſoon 
as he wat come home, he: took — and) divide&the 
dead body of his wite with her bones inth twelve 
which he diſtributed? thro? the different tribes of Ira 
el. All were fliocked with horror at tlie crime frond 
Benjamin, and unanimouſſy agreed to coneur in waſhi 
out a ſtain, bathed re tlie whole Hebrew 
tion. F 1-064 $44; 16h „an, E . 
Saint ene e the unanimity: and-extolls'tiie: 
zeal; that animated —— occahon-;; they? 
refolved to ſee juſtice done to an inj ured man, — 4 
ration made” to: the ſunctity o thi law; which hade 
een ſd enormouſty violated: A outrage done ton then 
marriage bed, ſays chat holy Father, pat them al bh into! 


a flame : u fingle tribe had committed the and? 


they all agreed in their reſolves to»punith ĩ 
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readexvous, dhe — — cy ur wy 2s 
appeared, i\and-rentwed ; complaint Ben- 
f zamites, » His Gaty-rouſed: an Honeſt ĩndigna tion ae che 


breaſts of all they tefolved to ſee ——— a point, 
whick concerned the community, they drew together a 
namerous amy to ſappont their reſol tes againſt an ro = 
\ / Aſtance, that the Bengamites migbt make, 1 2 


eral uo command the 


ee a eee 


* 
ſor the injury, they * but declared 
| themletres the pro Ones and ſello eiti- 
They raiſed an"urmy of e bnd tweney thoa ſand. 
en, ;/ and a civil War Was bnhappily/commenced. be 
ictites advanced with” great ooh fidenice to *givei them 
bare, in which they bad The mis forrupe to lofe woa 
thouſand of their beſt trop. They were ſur- 
5 but not deſected at their ps ma — overthrowi; 
they prepared for a | ſecond} battle; with tears in their 
eyes they begged the Lord of Hoſts to give a bleffing to 
their arms: bur victory ſtill gectared agdind them; they 
were ronted a fecond dime wirt the flaaghtey of eighteen 
thouſand men: The Titactires begun to de alarmed; 0 
meet wird two. fach bloody deſtats in a War ſo juſt vn 
ir fide; and Where the numbers were id greatly in 
their favonr, ſecmed -utaccountable; In this un 
Rate of; 15 had recourſe to God ; they — | 
| w the pants, re == 7 


6 ane ſtill 1 hare tl the e ee the 

grandſon ot Aaron was High- prieſt at that time, and 

his mouth God declared 3 vr gue 

Thould go for the third time againſt Benjamin, and 

a complete eee n ' afſurance. the. of 
rate tribes tharchbd agsinſt be towu of Gaba. 

ies ee eee wb meet. tem, not 

dat ey ou, . 

. — 

in their raſh ion t ites 7 

22 115 drew them off to ſome diſtance” 2 — 

we „ aud at the ſame time, à body of their 

had been placed id ambuſcude nent , 

ror raven upon the enemies ner. Phe Betha- ; 

— 7 5 e 

ene · 
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cre; was ſo unirerſal, that of, the whole tribe of Penis. 
min only ſir hundred men eſcaped by flying into © 
deſert. The Iſraelites ſermed · fully bent upon the total 
ruin of that unhappy tribe: for in the warmth of their 
| reſentment they bound themſelves by oath not to marry 
their daughters to any of the. miſerable 1: uryivorg. When 
the heat of paſſion was over, they. began upon more cool 
tedlection te be ſarry for what they had done, aud in- 
bead of rejoicing were extremely gfieved- at a victory, 
„ one ty act xtinguiſhed one. of their tribes, They 
| zo ſeo the loſs repaired-: the town of Jabes Gala- 
ad furniſhed them with the means. The inhabitants of 
thavitown had; been deficient in their duty during the late 
war. By general agreement it was reſolved to pay 
them on wat achunt. An army of ten thouſand, men 
was+accordiogly ſent to put them all to the ſword, ex» 
cepting the young virgins, who were reſerved and given, 
in matriege to the ſurviving Benjamite s. 
„Wonderful is the conduct of divine Providence thro? 
this whole Air. No war in appearance was ever more 
, of 45 y 


warrantably undertaken ; it had the probation. 
himſelf, and yet was very unſucceſsful in the two firſt 
mente. By that, ſays Saint Gregory, Almighty 
God would ſighity to us, how exempt from nin they. 
oaght to be, who undertake to puniſh it in others, Pre- 
p in the attempt to call our brethren to an ac- 
unt, for faults, which we encourage by. example. 
However great may be the provocation, and however 
juſt the cauſe to ö of ſeverity are. not 
do be taken up, but with the greateſt caution, and ai. 
wayn with regret. The ſevere puniſhment, infliged on 
— png 4 as we have ſeen, became a ſubjett 
A al ſorrom to thoſe, by whom it had been inflicted. 
generous Iſraelites were grieved to 4 z kindred. 
reduced ſo think that they had 


che ſuch, ſeverity; 
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5 10 M: 2f68;”. | H E forty but intereſiing fiotyiof 
1 ee 1 Ruch happened under the Judges} 
nc eee e of itſeif. The ſhores 
e Wk chat at à timo, when the land of Ihe 
Var ſorely 'vexed by ſum ine, a certain man, by name 

_ Blimelech; of the 22 Bethlehem, ' retiredrwith Ne. 
thi his wife uud tWo-fons; into the cue u he Mob. 
A hp . he pt in hit WII. Afﬀerdds: deaduruNormt 
her two ſons to two young women of chat con. 

; 2 Orpha and Rath Ther i et 
SE ears 1. bat no iffue dame from eicher of | 
4 * the twe brothers died, aud loft their 

en biste WANs i a Gasdted widowhod - "Laving 
& confolitibre te expe” i che kand of Moab, Noem 
rech to return into er own coumtr tha ia . 
ins n Sue conn ted then den 
<< Orla and Num; 5 
E to — be begged they would nut think of 
arcdompan Nan. + friewMefs widow; frons whiom rd n 
neither fortune nor eemfort᷑ to epeëv, but return do they 
relations, from vom ey migin/ mort wich both z fes 
ſs boy to chem; het oy Sding ng along w her they 
tre themſetves inw freſh-milerics, tnt ber 

{& Was fiuſeie nt without any other diu 
ra wo ſe Mert ſaffer on her neeount woube in menſe hen 
e ehem fſrings would be move 
an her wf. Orpha 'yivtdedt tb Naomi 

5 embraced” her, and returned to“ Moab 
1 was e attaehed to her mother in-Jaw: to 
. — — ͤ—— — 


—— | 


Ae, no my 12 OT = 


the ſame land: ———— and ho- 
but death ſhall ever part us. Noemi could not 
fo afeftioants:and fo re{alate a requeſt ; ſhe con · 
ſented to Ruth's going with her, and they both-came 
to Bethlehem. It Was then harveſt time, and Ruth 


deſired leave of hon mother to into the neighbouri 
an kate nr 


1 in their 
— conducted her 
nee a longing 10 ee „ A Her relation of Eli - 
moelech, Noms r remarkable di- 


3 —— lt: wad Booz from the 
 favourable-account; he had received. from his overſeer, 
— behaviour to her mother, and of = 
work, ordered every kindneſs and tivi 
12 ber- He bade his reapers. ſcatter the 
knee leave Ruth a ſufficxent quantity — 
amply:for the pains ſhe took ; if. ſhe ſhould be wil - 
ling to rep, he told them not to hinder her, — — 4 
: - her eating, and drinking with his ſervants.” _ 
b of: Booz to Ruth: has been con 
holy Fathers, as an emblem of trat, which Jeſus | 
 Qbrifd has fince ſhown 10 his Charchy Boa did mot dif- 
dain to mke-notice of 2 poor ſtranger; neither the | 
fent meannefs of hes appearance, nor errors of 
_ Hevielgi ents, excluded her fro the acts of 
his humanity; Ruth's ſteady attachment to Noemi is an 
3 of that unſſiakem fidelity which every Chriſtian 
Chriſt and his Church. He, that loves his 
4— mot ber, or his kmdred, more than meg ſuys our 
diefſed Saviour; is not worthy of me. Whoever: will 
eme uſter me, let him deny himfelf, take up his eroſs, 
_ ids follow new) II an following Jeſus Chriſt worldly 
muſt he ſometimes given up, and hardſhips 
3 an-upright mind and a peaceful conſcience 
Will confer an imward ſatisfaction, which without virtue, 
| noriches: can! purchaſe, and. no power: beſtow. Noe- 
1 was 0 Rath of more adva „than all 
the wealth -of:htoaby and they, who by a and ge- 
nevus artartanent fand ſtoady to the principles ay, 
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| illialfs) receiventheirenandio) abs end- 
fſu!uſſer they may be iopreſſed ſor a times therhour of 
their delivery haſtens on, an eternity of joys ia already 
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den ti F e e eee td bebe et: nan 
* f OEM being encouraged by: theſa 
Koa noone —— —— —— think 
Neis in 1 
of procuriag her ſomething more, and of roviding het 
with a ſettle went for liſe. She told her, n 
her near kinſman, and according to the;Moſaiclawought 
to be her huſband. Waſh thyſelf therefore ſaid: 5 
and anoiut chee, und pution thy beſt garments, an,νjẽjũ e 
down to the place, where dean his | 
but let the man not ſee thee, till he ſhall have done eats 
ing and drinking. Mark the when he retires to 
| Heep ; go in, lay thytelf down at his, feet, and he will 
= — — — 4 
commands, = what I 
d being fu priſed oy . — — 
nig r to a woman · lying at 
feet aſced, Who ſhe was, and what ſhie meant d Aut 
gave him à direct anſwer, her name and her 
tewfions to him Booz immediately acknow 
affinity, there was between them, and commended her 
condutt id che ep the had taken 3 he praiſed her far hen 
prudence in not following ee $75 either rich:0r 
poor, aud promiſed to mar the man, who was 
vearer 2«<kin, than he, ſhould refuſe her. —— | 
morning; faid he; then, riſe;andygo) | 
before' 1x is light enough for any man to or nom. 
that thou cameſt bither.. Towards the dawm of, d 
Booz aroſe, and gave her ſic meaſures of harley — 
to her mother in law, then went and ſeated himſelſ nr 
the ton gate, where public j uſtice was adminiſterad ae 


Wen ee of thoſe days. n 
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ee Ihe ty int bim by his name, and ex- 
him Nuth'd affair 9 


w#ithefits; He told him that Noemi, the-wi- 
# of their-dectaſed brother Elimelech, had a ſhare in 
cemait geld, Which he was willing: to ſell, and that it 
was his right in the firſt place either to take or 
purchaſe. The man ſald, be would take it; then re- 
plied Boos, you muſt take alſo the widow, and raiſe up 
the name of thy. kinfman in his-inticritiace.” The man 
made er rk that he 8888 chuſe his 
22 und yield up his pri to: D. 2 
the offer, and the deed 5 — mel 
| 8 form; he publicly. e 
— Rurh;: 


— — 
n che occaſion. 2 i 


— 2 e 5. —— ——— — 
g woman might prove "a happineſs to his 
— —— 
t ight be an examp tue in ˖ 
. —— D st en 
Tze iſſue of this marriage was a fon, called Obed. 
the father f fai, and grandfather; f David. Noemi 
 wasfooked upon as one of the moſt fortunate of her ſex, 
and a co *bleſt in her- im lau as ſhe 
could have been in a numerous mg of bern. 
Pond wrexcets: of the little Obed, ſhe united the dlili- 
gence of a nurſe with the tender affections of a mother. 
twin — . — ſays Saint Ame 
braſe;' we" dee 3 alifications, that God chieily re · 
* makes of his friaude ; ho i not 
ined * — of their birth, nor even by 
ſunctity of their anceſtors; he confiders their per 
— rittues and views the di ion of their own: hearts, 
A:daughter of the Moabites, born of idolatrous parents, 
was in reward of her piety raiſed to the — 
which was then upon earth, the honour of being 
— and becoming one of the 


Jeſus Chriſt according to the fleſn. Her 
example; ſays — ſame Saint, is a leſſon for us not to 
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Chriſtian, anif nothiug more were erate! of y . 
once was the infatuation of tha Jews, — 
to their carnal ſacrifices, and vaisiy gletied:in We 
ef Abraham, ag if-thati alone had hen ſuſiciĩamt fas 

ju ſtication. Without faith working: — wee . 

co of quů hriſtian duties, wi ani Beaver He, 
God, nor rr heim ; 
Mage nc ns entry Otta 357 Hom DIY 20 304 ! 0% te , 

utiire $4T 22145 dnt 210 BY said 4dr % emer, vil; 
eid og510! — 5 121181 bluow 20 zd tlas ben 
5 IAV. S wnder lem, Mt 1 Kings 1 
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$efore J. C. n. S ge hrt. was from himinſducf! wal 
5640.07! up to virtue. Ana ha — 
for many 4 ——— married to EI casa. — 
any children. Overwhelmed with the exaeſs-of. 
— t and p —— 
| ing: to her prayers, x und he | 
VOW, if ſhe ſhould obtarioa fol, 5nd bound ene by 
the IG to: the divine ſervice; Samuel — 
the fruit of his mother's! and ther led? 
ber faith. In 2 — Spe . 
Anna became move happy, than ¶ ſne hau been I 
of the greateſt: upon earth. She received him, ns 
a pieſent from the hahdf of God, and 3 | 
with ber vou haſtened to give him back hy ſolkmn | 
of reli hm the As ſoon us Therbiid iweancd him, the 


the Tabernatde, hin into the bands of Nr 1 

and — — | 
— — to therſervice. of kar Credtor: * 
aud piety alone the tender ſe o er e 
ſhe parted with her child at a time, 


and ſmiles of — — Geary e 
knew what was good for her ſon ambwhatincceptable to 


the charting 


God. Her ſatri ice ãn ſome fort ſerms to reſemble th # 


of Abraham, She offered to Got ther daghnig, hr n 

fon ; ſhe offered him'tordife, ind DriptFentelf of al. 0. 8 2 
ture claim ouer him. The mother's was repaid by 
the virtaes-of 4p rams % 1 . 
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the Lord under Holi's direQion, by dag, and at hight... 
ſlept within the Tabernacle: near the Ark of God; and... 
there it 2 that God favoured him with 2 ſpecial reve» * 
lation, che aratory maik of his future . 
During the fileace of the night he heard a voice 9-1 
him by his name; unſkilled as yet in the langu 
Lord, the holy och thought it Te had been Reif voice, 
haſtily roſe, and aſked him, what he wanted. "Holi nod — 
him, Is had not called, bade him go and compoſe him - 
ſelf to ſleep , Samuel had ſcarce laid himſelf down, 
"_—_ the ſame voice called him up again; he ran to the 
prieſt, o ordered him to return & ſleep. Samuel 
Ns Sale a third time, and Heli then knew it to 
be the Lord, who had called the youth. Go, fleep, ſaid 
he to him; and if thou: bear the voice again, thou ſhalt 
anſwer; Speak, Lord, for thydervant heareth. Samuel 
retired 0 Anke his reſt, and npon hearing himſelf called 
5 gon) po fourth time, anſwered in the words, that 
had commanded. him. The Lord then informed 
Samuel of the heavy j ts, which were ſoon to fall: 
upon the High-prieft and his family, in puniſhment f 
ſins, that were to enormous to be expiated by the ſacri- 
— y offtred.'. He declared, that he could ——＋ wh | 
fiaful 9 of a father, cho kno "UTP 
diforders, and ſeei the profane exceſſes of his uw — 1 
had eontrnted f with a gentle-reprimand, when & 
juſt zeal for the honour and ſanctity of God's altar re. 
d che moſtexemplary ſeverity. Heli was very preſ-. 
next morning to know, what the Lord had ſaid, 
lag thowed ere unwillingneſt to ſpeak, and . $ 
but Heli's importunity could have prevailed ” 
— to 1 e melancholy ſecret. Heli humbly 1 | 
mitted to the divine decrees, and with the deepeſt regret: 
tor hiv paſt miſconduRt became ſenſrble, chat to fulfil the 
duties of a father, it was wot enough to be ſingly. good. 
that he moreover -oaght to have endeavoured to infill 
neſs inte kis children : he acknowledged his -- 4th 
6a. dag * o nn 8 
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Hleli, ſays Saint N has many imitators both. in 
the Church and private families. Paſtors ſilentiy behold. 
the diſorders ot their lack, Which they ou | 
and parents, either from indelence ar alſe fondneſs, 


ſuffer thoſe paſſions to grow up in their children, Which 


ought to have been checked at their firſt appearance. 

Such a neglect tends to the ruin of their ſouls; and draw 

down God 's diſpleaſure both upon themſelves and 

children. run, 2 $8,277} #7 10 . * 163 +28 9&6 dl AK T1 
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A. M. 2888, IE fins of the Hebrew nation were 
Before J. C. 1118. 1 ſwelled to a great heigth, and the 


| had choſen to be their ſcourge. - Equally deſtitute of, di- 


vine favours, as of public virtues, the Iſtaelites were 
torn to pieces by a calamitous War, their armies put 
ta flight, and their country plundered. In times of pubs 
lic calamity they had often humbled themſelyes. under the 
hand of God, and by repentance recovered hie former 
friendſhip. But now they only thought of wap {1 

Ark into the camp, as if they meant to force Almighty 
God to their aſſiſtance, or to let the moſt ſacred emblem of 
their religion become a prey to their enemies. Almigh- 
ty God, whoſe ſanctity is not to; be ſpos ted with, and 
whoſe juſſiee is not to be controled by the ſham of reli - 
| 2 aw the Ark advance, but was not on that account 

the m 


ore propitiouſſy inelined towards his people, TI 
two ſons of Heli, Ophni and Phinees, attended the pro- 


ceſſion to their ruin: for ſuch attendants were more like - 
Iy to haſten; thaw! therArk Ws to) ſtop the ſtroke, that 
had prepared for the puniſhment. of ſinners. When 

they reached the camp, the army gave an univexſal ſhout 
of joy, and ne courage ſeemed 30 animate the droopinęg 
Iſraelites. The Philiſtines on the ather hand grew de- 
jectedd, and dreaded the mighty atm of. t high 
God of Iſrael. But when their firſt alarms had ſubſided, 
they began to encourage one another, reſumed their for- 
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„and ruſhed out to battle with ſuch-i 
odty, —— all before them. Ophnt and 
Phinees were killed, with 2 thouſand: of the common 
men; the reſt ſaved themſelves by a ſhameful flight, and 
left the Ark in the hands of the Philiſtines. Helt in the” 
mean time, whoſe fightleſs and decrepit age rendered 
him a moving object of compaſſion, had ſeated himſelf 
before the deer of big bose —— 
was waiting with impatience to hear the event: bleed 
foreboded no good, his troubled heart beat with anxiety 
for the Ark of God. A Benjamite, who had eſcaped 
from the ſield of battle, paſſed by and told him, that 
the Iſraelites were routed with nt ſlaughter, that his 
two ſons, Ophni and Phinees, were amongſt the ſlain, 
and the Ark taken by the enemy. At the mention of 
the Ark the poor old man fell backwards from = a | 
broke his neck and died upon the ſpot. 

From ſuch viſible ſtrokes of divine. jutice it appears, 
how ſeverely God puniſhes an abuſe of hol — pane 
—— he is provoked at the ſins of 0 25 — 
by a puri manners, conſormable to the of 
their — — ought to ſtay the arm, that is u 
to chaſtiſe the fins of others. —— 1 
we ſee; that it is not merely in the name, or in the ho- 
lineſs'of a thing, that we are to truſt for the divine pro- 
tection ; we muſt by the integrity of our lives make our- 
ſelves worthy of thoſe graces, which he has annexed do a 
rr ve M99 x 5 God takes under bis 
aged ————— — —ů — 

ues, and honour n . | 
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: rte the Ark of God ſeemed es +, 4 . 888. 
1 be fallen into a tate of diſ N, 

and ſtript of thoſe honours, whic had - 

hitherto ſurrounded it, yet never did its glory appear 


with luſtre, than while it remained amongſt the 
wk as cant from tho id of bud e 
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| Genen and loten zn dne tetaple,of Degen. 
_ This i — . — blew of every ſacrile attempt, chat d 
| worſhip of God, abd the: of 
— e — adwind ono rival in 
his ſervice: but One, the ſupreme and ſovereign 
Lore of all —.— he will not give his g to another: 
5 was not permitted to ſtand before the Ark, 
Treten by divine power down te the gtound, it la mw 
upon its face and in that di ſgracoſul poſture was: 
by the Atdtians, when they entefed the temple. — 
Wick great concern they hſted up che help- 
leſs log⸗ and put it back to the platu, from whenee'it had 
fallen Dagon was as little able to preſerve hit Ration 
a ſecond time, (as he had been the 44 He was found 
the next day not only flat apo the floor, dut alſe cp 
of bis habds and hend, which were broken of; anch lay 
at ſome diſtance from che trunk. The arm of God en 
extended itfelf from tho idol to the idelaters themfelves. 
The inhabitants of Azotus were ſuddertly' ſtruc with a 
painful fore, which hindered them from ſitti down, while 
ſwarms o mice over · ran and deſtroyed — 
miſerable Azotians ſaw, there was ſomething more — 
natural in theſe chaſtiſemeuts, and that ein inſult offered 
to the Ar le, was andoubredly . Being no long. 
er able to bear tie av 3 which lay io 
heavy wi them, they too fandimg aa 
the Ark into ſome other town. 3 their torritoried. 
Fhey removed it from one ton to anether g — 
e ver they went, they carried with iv the ſcourge ö 
upon the inhabirants. The whole country was in the - 
deepeſt conſternation ; a general fear prevailed,” that the 
Ark would be the deſtruction of them all, if it remained 
much longer angst them. They tonſtltetheir footh- 
ſayers and wiſe men upon the ſubject, and by their as 
vice wyteet t fendoit back! ta the ifiaslicen, und to a 
company it with aan atonement for the 
they had committed againſt the God» of Urtelc + Tue 
fore, according to the number of their provincesy they. 
ordered five. goiden figures of one ſort, and five of a 
tor, roproſetning the two ſorts of plaguts, 1 | 
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| cage, and tell cle, containing the 
fi gates metitioned above, ſtood by the fide 
kine-were .yoked to, and Joſe: 20 | —— The 
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Thus were che proud Philiſtines humbled; thus by a 4 
ſtanding mudument of their on — action. Tk 
ledged the power of the God, Who. ſtands in nced of no 14 
— 140 to triumph over his moſt obſtinate ene- 11 

mies. The joy they: ſelt at-feting themſelves maſtors of 1 
the Ark, was quiehly changed into mourning, and the my 
evils, that ſucceeded, filled mem with the apprehenſion. 1 |! 
of + ſcourge fill mare dreadful.” | Such: ie the 4rqubled. 1 
ſtats. of every guilty conſcience, The joy of iniquity is 1 
ns, the pleaſure of fin is either entin by 1 

—— ps. by romorſe. — — 1 
 rechainel nſ{ble of the temporal puniſhments, by which | 
God admoniſhes bim of his duty, he then with reaſon. | 

may 4ppretend thoſe greater puniſhments, which await 1 
the impatient i otter wackd DEN 28W ii agottor LS | 
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W HISTORY or run ons. 
the'eonfiney'of [ſrael. ' — forward — con- 
tinued Pace ; in ſtinct indeed made IE 
bat ir nelther ſtopt nor turned them our of 
way.” "With the like Readineſs ought every Chriſtian 
his way to heaven,” deing neither drawn afide< b 1 
pation; Hor retarded by terrene" uffection. | 
inechiefs, full of aſtoniſhment; Followed the Ark, as 
far as Bethſames; which was the fyſt ton in the Hebrew 
dominions, and there for the ft time the keine ſtopt of 
their on accord. The Rethſamites were filled" with- 
joy at the Aght of che Ark, che Toſs" of which for ſeven 
months hid caſt all Ifrael into 1 
But their joy was ſoon changed into tears; a 
under the ſame avenging rod, which had ſo ror 8 
| chaſtifed: the Philiſtines,' A prodigious croud of people 


had aſſembled at the place: it was r 8 


honour, it was an eager curioſity to behold and look into 
the Ark, which had drawn them together; and on that 
account more than fifty thouſand of them were truck 
with ſudden death. The dreadful ſtroke mad the ſur- 
vivors tremble; thev had now learnt a due reſpect for the 
ſanctity of the Ark, bot were afraid of the conſequenceb, 
which its ſtay might cauſe amongſt them. They informed 


| 


the Chan of nne Ark was arrived from 


the Philiffi nes, and nn they would come and ſench 
it from Bethſames. men of Cxriathiarim came c- 
— 15 and ref; ly carried off the Ark to Gabaa, 
. 2 depoſited in the houſe of Abinadab. 

15 c place where God was plarks it ſhould remain, 
the Ark | 


— 1 * 


in upon the Whole country 
leſſed Redeemer, who was preſigured by the Ark, 
deſires nothing more chan to ſhower down his graces up- 
on mankind: the more liberal he is of his favours, * 
more he is provoked by gal ratitude of thoſe, who 

he Bethſamites ſeemed 


either deſpiſe or abuſe them. 
in — total che Arie by the joy, they ſhowed. 


— defraindtrcſs many ease | 
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. of che hands of the Philiſtines, the Bejare c. 1 
2 of affairs in Iſrael began to Wear a a 
more pleaking aſpeQ. \ The Iſraelites had been Leaked, 
into a ſenſe of their duty; God relented in his wrath. ; 
5 a faithful prieſl and prophet was appointed to 
govern the nation ; & no 28 n 4 
lo did God ever give to his people, than 
by giing them lp bl an ſo ſage; a leader. "Attuated - 
Macy ny —— God's honouraad the 4 bal ee. 
Samuel began exhorting to a conver- 
— anc from vice. Hoe preſented to them 
the, infidelity/of their paſt conduct, — E their. 
idolatries and the neceſſty of doing penance.: - 7-4 
miſed them on the part of God not only. rj of 
ſins, but alſo victory over their enemies, if they would. 
deſtroy their idols, and adore the only true and ſu- 
e heaven and earth. The people beard. 
wich attention, they were moved, they promiſed to 
—— they in effect began by demoliſhing the idols 
of Baal and Aſlaroth. Upon thoſe marks of repentance. 
3 them to meet hin ad kek Aten 
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in che tribe of Juda, where, he: would: pray far them. 
They obeyed: his ſummons on the day he mentioned, 
which was u day of ſaſting and humilinian g'ohey ap- 
peared in the garb of true penĩteuts, tiay conſiſſed their 
crimes, they bowed: themſelves down in] priayier before. 
God, they im plosed forgiveneſs; and conjmed the Lo 
to accept the holocauſt, Which Samuel bis faithſal Pro. 


Phet was goin 
religious ex 


they were ſuddenly intormed, that che 


Philiſtine army wa 
very name ef an enemy 
ſo many defeats,” alarmed aud terriſted 
neſtly intreated 8am uel to regouble big p 
their ſafety depended. The Philiſtines in effect having 
been informed, that the Iſraelites were aſſembled at 
Maſphat, thought it a fair opportunity to cut off the 
whole nation at a droke : aceuſomed to ſurgeſs, which 
they had vainly attributed to themſelves, they marched 
on as to a Certain victory, little thinking that the 


- 


on whom all things depend; was inow reconciled with his - | 
people. Samuel was offeria g the ſacrifice, the Philitines 


came up and began to attack. At chat moment loud 
claps of thunder rolled from the ſeat of Gad, which 
ſpread ſuch a terror thro* the Philiſtine army, that they- 
immediately turned their backs, and fled off in the ut» 
moſt confuſion.” The Iſraelites vigoroiiſly purſued, and 
gained a complete victory. Fortune ſrom that day de- 
clared in favour of the Ilraelites; chey vecovered all che 


towns, they had Joſt,” and as long as Samuel was at hair 


head, neither the 'Philiſtines nor any other enemy durſt 
moleſt them in the field. Peace was reſtored, public / 
virtues flouriſhed, and Samuel for twenty years governed 
the Hebrew natien'with'prudence and: the affections of 
a father. But as he advanced in years, the glory of this 
pleaſing” proſpe& gradually dbeli Infirmity of age 
had made him unequal to the weighty charge; he c- 
municated a ſhare of his authority to his ſons, but the 
ſons had no ſhare of their father's virtues. Avarice and 


and their deciſions in the adminiſtration of jul- 


es. 


n da the miflſt of (theſe 


army was in falb manch ugsinſt them. The 
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ſelf-intereſt pre ſided at the councils of theſe young men, 
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, ſay the we Fathers, how the Iſraelites 
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is ts rox of THe ens 
Saul te lock for Ned l red for ſome tim 
' about the country from: place, to place without np ind 
any intelligence.  Deſpairing of ſuccels, and being an- 
- Xious, leſt his father might, grow unenfy at his ſay, he 
thought of returning home, when his ſervant advited. 
bim to g0 to Samuel, the map of God, who had the gift 
of ſeeing and. reſol Ving the doubts of thole, who went to 
_. conſult Lim. The holy prophet by divine revelation 
bad learnt, that Saul was the man, deſtined by A 
| God to be the firſt king: of. Hrael ; he. therefors rece! 
him- into. his houſe with. greater reſpect, than ie uſually 
daid to a common ſtranger; de entertained him 5 
N Boſpitabiy. and kept him ll night. In the moniitig he 
accompanied him patt of the way home, and that Re 
might be under no reſtraint in communicating to him 
the ſecret deſigns of God, he deſired the ſervant might 


: 


be ſent on before them. Samuel then took out a ſmall 


vial of oil, and pouring it upon the head of Saul, angint- 
ed and ſaluted him king; and to, conyince him, that E 
ated by the authority and difection of Almighty God, 
who. had choſen him to be the prince of Friel, he men- 
tioned ſome particular occurrences, that he ſhould'me 
with in his way kome. When thou malt come near t. 
Rachel's tomb, ſaid he, thou ſhalt meet two men, who 
will inform thee, that the aſſes are found, and that thy 
father is oaly. anxious about thee. A little further on, 
thou ſhalt ſee a troop of prophets, coming down' from 


the hill, with. inſtruments of muſic, before them: the 


ſpirit ofthe Lord ſhall feize thee at che fame time; "tho 


ſhalt propheſy with them, and be changed into another 


man. Every circumſtance happened, as Samuel had 
foretold. Saul might be now looked upon as the moſt 
fortunate of men; he had been in queſt of his father's 
aſſes, and bad found à crown. Samuel conyened the 
tribes at Maſphat, and informed them, that fince t 


had rejected God, and inſtead of him had choſen to have 


a king for their protector, N roceed by lots to 
know, who the perſon was. The lot fri fell aport the 
tribe of Benjamin, then upon the family of "Meri, _ 
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Saul wandered for ſome time 
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conſe, 6 por; pars perſon of Saul. Thus the — ' 
rmed, LA already paſſed in private, and ĩ | 


tably proves, that God — r und directs 
£ 5 a men. The name of Saul was immediately * 
9 — thro” the 'tribes'; Saul Was called upon to make. 
pearance, but Saul Was not to be found : he had 
ER 7 4 from the 3 and lay concealed 
eſfſengers were ſent to fetch him; as ſoon” 
7 pores Samuel preſented him to the peaple, ant 
Teh the would abferes the majeſtic figure of the man, 
on God hid cholen for their king. For Saul Was a 
eful perſonage, tall in ftature, and of a comely mien: - 
his. oy "app — bs commanded reſpect, and all the 
. e cried out, God ſave the king! The ſatisfuction 
neral'; ſome few there were, and they were the 
four eh of Be, who expreſſed their difapprobation. Saul 
took nb "notice of their CY. at ry time; for Saul 
then on humble, and ſeemed far from being elated by 
his fortune, Happy had he been, "if he always ' 
nal eee with the ſame Sorter %g His ſubſequent” 
atten made it ſoon appear, how hard it ie to units 
humility and dignity together, and how uncommon. 0 
ee dl nißed perſon truly Rumble. 4 
The holy Fathers point out the ceRtion'of Saul, as a 
ſubje&t of Tetious confideration for thoſe, who are raiſeq” 
to the higheſt ſtations and dignities in life, Whatever 
their preferment may be either in Church or State, t 4 
never muſt forget the charakter of their Chriſtian 
ſion; no elevation of rank and title can exempt 2 ; 
from the duties of humili They profeſs themſelves 
the followers of a crucified God; to be exalted with” 
Chriſt they muſt not be aſhamed'to' bear their croſs : but 
if like Saül, they exalt themſelves, and forget the hand” 
that raiſed them, they e tremble, leſt they be al- 
ſo humbled, und finally LDCS like him, i in Fein 
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not one of ſo numerous a hoſt durſt take ſo much — ” 
ſingl drop. Only Jonathan, who had heard nothing of 
51 father's oath, being ſpent with fatigue, dipped the 
end of his rod into a honeycomb, and catched a —_— 
8 % rein- 
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refrefititient, as he Pad al gi! — 1e 
by e to Halt . might — 
While, and renew their vigour parſue 0 enemy 

night _ curious to * — — — this eurer, 


con ſu * God, but received bo anſcber 
e of God he Tromediately ee 
ſome one of bis men, ud in vidation of his ont bad? 
eiten before the tiche, and Yallify Twore, that he bud 
of it, we Ir were Johathaw® wintſelf. The 100 


| 8 brder ed tg be raft; a the offence fell was! 
ah ? nt he had done? — 


Sabl a Ketf hi 
but 4 ap ve honey replied Jonathan, with the end of 
& for © ſmall a thing mut loſe my life ] Saul had 
ſyorr it, ahd inüſted upon his execatioh// But Jonathan 
; the people's Fvorite: charmed wiew this gallant be- 
havior rhac day; and lebe ae ee ic de 
5015 they 12 kim” Gut of tis father's handy nd 
HP $637 136 baten: 
750 pon the danger, to which Jonathan was expoſed for” 
having taſted à little honey; the holy Fathers remarkt how 
| dis geron a thing it is to 74 the deceitful ſweets: of 
40 phenins. Sit td che ſenſun mat ſeems often- 
les as feet, ue Honey br the doneyeomb. e pleuſi 
es r 45 thine, fays faint Ainbroſe/-bur' chere iure a 
Es ind; and its wound is deadly : for a moment's? q 
ſure* nathan infatlibly would have ſuffered desth, 
ts the ,plorivus fuceeſs of his paſt actions had not re. 
| commended bim to the people's 1 ith reverſed © 


k | cod again " 
ee py tory Yor? buy 2 


1 nid 51% Ii f lang hays when Aion 43} 
EY 42": 540 Let 155 Jen amd tip 1 #9irz H idm 


ay III. yet of e. 1 1 Kings 15. N Wit! 


.: phy 
; 8 Nang, checked the inſblenee 4. 1 
of the Pl nes, turned his victo- "Before N C. . 
ris dus arms agajnſt "the Moabites, the 
99 41 of dom aud Soba : the ſucceſs 
his warlike Pon phe made him r both at 
Ad fed, and he ruled with wh abſolate autlis. + 
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rity,over his ſudjecto of Iſtaol i W nes. | 
— — he was ordered by 1 ng 50. 


extend his conqueſts, and pour his vengeance upon the, 
Amalecites. The r were an Ae perti-. 
dious nation, the ſworn enemies of Hy: e 0 1 155 


whom they. had e Same 
| their march but of Egypt... .Samuel 
of, God command EE. 25 UL 


without/reſerving ſo much 1 1, 
longed to them. In obe 
* the head of PINA 


ainſt that deemed, peo Fr 12 | 
ing with the letter — ſpi ſpirit-of, TY 
ede 
we cp . . is bat ſpared 
their king Agag E he reſerved moreover, the fatteſt 
the-fladks, ; tank a6 himſelf the. mo Precious of thi ſp 
and deſtroyed only the refuſe. Provoked at ſo glanng. a 
prevarication, the Lord commanded Sam nel to and * 
declare to Saul, that he was ſorr: 8 having jg mate bim 4 
Gel, Saul, little ſolicitous, A 4 to. 
had, already erected to Wet a 25 770 arch on 
Carmel t . ich 2 
o_ by tis: diſobedience. told that Sa Wes 
was ooming to. the camp, he r to = im, i 
With the boldeſt aſſuranse began to tell W. 
gloviewdy: .he - had defeated a het 05 | ow. 
—— — — 15 the gr — of t P Wo 
voice I, hear erds, replied 
the-Prophet ? They. are what the people have ea 
for ſacrifice,” infwered Saul, , What |-will che Lot, 44 
* in the ardour of his zeal, will Ir. Lord accept of 
crifice made in direct op to his commands? 
Better is obedience than as he 25 of rams he 
will net regard, whilſt his word is diſobeyed.. To. rebel. 
is debe like the ſin of enchantment, and to diſoberx 
like the crime of idolatry. The Pro ob Ed Ng hy, to. 
che. Aghappy king the Brest had ſhown. 
him g ho he had drawn him out "of obſe cyrity. and 


Mot a how he had * d peo wig: 


* 


feated 52 7 fortes, {Ne 


4 


L 


ai Tu BTB LE. a8; 
to exery other man, and raiſed him to honcurg, which he 


never could have merited. For as much thereſore as 
thou haſt preferred thy private intereſt to his glory, con- 
tinued Samuel, and baſt rejected the word of the Lord, 
the Lord in Mis turn hatlvrejeRed thee, he hath rent the 
kingdom of Ifrael from thee, and transferred it to thy 
neighbour,” better than thee, Saul was touched with re- 


- morſe, and cried out, I have ſinned. If his heart had 
accorded' with his lips; or had his words been the faith- 
ful fign of an unfeigne ray: | 
ed the rigour of the ſentencey in the mouth ofawimpenis - 
tent prince, thoſs words were no more than an/infignit. 
cant Wund. Saal more eager to receive the honours of 
men, chan the pardou of his God, | deſired the Prophet - 8 
to honour him before the ancients/of the le; and mc. p 
company him back to the place, that he might adore the 
Lord his God. Samuel ſaid, he would nat return with 
bim, ſince he had wickedly rebelled againſt the Lord o- 

de turned himſelf to go away, when Saul haſtuly caught 
hold of his cloke to ſtop: him, and begged he would not 

depart in that abrupt manner. Samdel therefore con- 
ſented to follow him to the place of adoration, ordered 
Apag to be brought forth, and hewed him into pieces 
before the Lord. This done, he departed into Ramatha, 
rely lamenting the unhappy Saul) whom from that 
time he viſited no more unto the day of his d eat. 
Saul before this had incurred God's diſpleaſure by a2 
fmilar act of diſobedience, when being eager of battle, 
and ſeeing the enemy approach, he halb 2nd contrary 
to order preſumed to ſet fire to the ſacriſice, which) Sam- 
vel was going to offer. The holocauſt was ſtill ſmoak - 
ing, when the Prophet came to the camp. The king 
advanced to make him his excuſes, and ſaid, neceſſity: 
had com pelled him to act, as he had done. Samuel re- 
prehended him for his fooliſn preſumption, and con- 
demned the raſhneſs of an action, which forfeited him 
his crown, and prevented it from deſcending to his child- 
reh. 80 true it is, that no action, however plauſible it 
may outwardly appear, can ever pleaſe or deſerve a re- 
ward in the divine fight; as long as it is done either up- 
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| — ro vevelation knew, that 
Place, „and 


ſeorate ahe man, whom Cod ſhouid 


Al. havi forfeized-bi 
= by his Sate ate, Nee, 
[1925 8 . ang; by oy n 


that lſai s was the 1 
viſhla ing: fer IS ael. Nhither he was G0 g o, an 


Samuel was the 


— 
| But as 


ow bin 


20 ndentaking}of that nature; fwemed likely 7-10 give an- 


brage to the pre ſent king and to provoke his zeſentment; 


die Prophet — — 2 
migbt pranent every dangerous conſequence; He 1 
ITS tion ot e yore ot ee. 


un{uſpeted is victim, nand 


withibim in thedacrifice; | 
had eight ſons; 


Ini was t 
be ton - the ſeven 


each ohe af them, as they came, and 
tice of the.eldeft, ho 


———— Iſaĩ tob o briog — an dip rene 


be ſon ef Obed, and 
eldeſt with . to 


wait upon the Prophet. Sammel fixed Mie ches wpoa 


took partieular no- 


who. for bis majeſtic figure ſesmed wor- 


of aiorown; But it is not che dutſicde df man, colt cis 


the heart, chat / God 


— ſent —— e nr 


ollie fly. ĩs atten tive to. The fryan 
_ given in fuvour of Anne * 


b Cy 0 1 (oh un 


knew him to he the choſen prince, roſe up and ponred I 
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and a good mufician, _ Saul bing unhappily aband 
Kits God, whom he back firſt 92 by his 
by. bedience, was poſleſſed by an evil ſpirit, which vexed 
him in a cruel manner, and at certain intervals worked 
| him up into a perfect phrenſy. This misfortune, which 
was the puniſhment of his paſt ingratitude, and the pre- 


ſage of his future downfall, proved the beginning of his 


rival's greatneſs, His frantic fits at times roſe to ſuch a 

violence, that they became intolerable. His officers out 
J compaſſion adviſed him to look aut for ſome ſkilful 
* muſician, who by the ſtrains of melody might quell his 
rage of paſſion, and ſooth his ſoul to peace. David for 


camel —— Hank and gentle in his Wen 
On 


his talents in mufic, as well as for the qualifications of 


ſon, was preferred before all others, and ſo-admi- 


rabiy well did he know, how to make uſe of the talents 


he 6 maſter of, that he worked himſelf in bo grout fa- 

yo. and became the king's armour-bearer, henever 
ul was . by the evil ſpirit, David played upon 

the harp. 


ith erfyl and pleaſing art the an | 


| to tempe 2 the ſweet variety of his harmonious ſtrains, 


t he e ae the affrctions of the ſoul, and charm- 


ed the tranſports of paſſion into reaſon. 
"The Reds of David's harp, as ſame of the Fathers 


remark, .re 2 that ſweet and engaging demeanour, 
ot hou d diſtinguiſh the peaceful miniſters of the 


David him If, as we ry obſerves, ſtood afterwards 


Goſpel. Pleaſing and aſſuaſive as the firains of barmo- 
ought to Ny eir diſcourſe, whether they ftrive to 
allay e ra diſ yy fears of a troubled mind. 


es 


in need. of the mild . 1. of Nathan to be freed from 


the fin, that enflaved him. The advantage, which he 
reopen from that prophet's wiſe remonſtrances, was real 
laſting, The comfort, which he himſelf adminiſter- 

ed to Saul t by.the melodious ſounds of his harp, was but 
ſhort ; nor could it hinder that unhappy . from at- 


tempting to take away his life. The pſalms of this in- 


ſpited king have at preſent a more powerful influence 
upon 2 ſoul, that is well diſpoſed to hear or tread them. 


* 1 Saint Aan n nothing can be equal to 


the 
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. at Webb ith nen nalen 

the divine harmony of thoſe ſubliae truths, Which re 
contained in the pſalms of David}; and nothing can ſo 

8 contribute to drive away the ſpirit of pride 
from our hearts, and awaken them to the voice of 


Heaven. | 


+ ©5040 calf . 
TN Store At aug 249 u 


94 FF : ' 1 1 1 ds | by x 3; 8% 47 11.7 fr 760 * a 
in. Liang of David over Glas. I Kings 17. .. 
ad h 


A. M.2942,, A FRESH war was begun between 
Before & C. 1058. the Iſraelites and Pbllifines. The 
5 te armies. lay encamped upon two 
-neighbouring hills, with a narrow valley between them. 
Saul commanded in Eis. but ſeemed not forward to 
engage the enemy. Goliah, a Philiſtine of gigantic fe, 
but of more. gigantic pride, advanced between. the two 
armies, and in the molt opprobrious, and inſulting terms 
challenged the braveſt of the Iſraelites to come out, if he 
durſt, and decide the war with him b fingle combat, 
Shame and indignation- ſtung the Iſraelites to ſee them- 
ſelves treated with ſuch contemptuous inſfolence ; but ſo 
enormous was the giant's bulk, and ſo tremendous was 
the aſpect of his armour, that no one had the courage to 
advance againſt him. David had left his attendance 
upon Saul, and reſumed the care of his father's flocks : 
three of his brothers havin engaged in. the king's ſer- 
vice, he was ſent by his father Iſai with proviſions for 
them in the camp. He found the armies ranged in or- 
der of battle, ran to enquire after his. brethren, and ſaw 
the great Philiſtine coming forth, as he did every day, 
to defy the arms of Iſrael, The Iſraelites trembled with 
fear, and ſhrunk back fiom the face of danger. ' David 
was grieved to hear ſo inſolent a defiance given to the 
hoſt of the living God, and what grieved him more, to 
hear it given with impunity. For tho? Saul had pro- 
miſed great riches, and his daughter moreover in mar- 
riage to any man, who ſhould ſlay that uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine, yet of all the hoſt; there was not one bold 
enough to accept the challenge. David at that time 
was about the three and twehtieth year of his ago, and 
36, | 25 ng 


being animated with a laydable zeal for the cauſe of God | 
1 the honour of his country, offered to enter the liſts 


2;nſt an enemy, whom eyery one befides ſeemed to be 
ifraid of, His elder brother hearing him talk in chat 
ſtrain repripanded kim for his preſumption, and tgld 


s 


im with, a fneer, that he had better go home and han- 
dle his ſhepherd's crook, than remain an idle ſpectator 
of the war. The reproof did not abaſh the generous | 
youth, it feemed to animate him the more; te publicly 
declared, that with the king”s [> dry at1 he would en- 
Fi the mighty Philiſtine, and by the help of God lay 
Him flat apon the ground. His words were reported 
Saul; Saul defired to ſee him. Being introduced to the 
king, David expreſſed the manly purpoſe of is heart, 
and begged leave to go and fight againſt the Philiſtine. 
Saul confidered' the great inequality between a young 
Uunexperienced ſhepherd and an old gigantic warrior, 
and was unwilling to expoſe his crown and . 
oubtfal an ine. Let no man's heart be diſmayed in 
im, faid the youth; 1 have exerciſed my hand againft 
che ſavage bealts, I have purſued and truck a lion and a 
| bear; chat came to devour my father's flocks ; I flew 
them both, and by the divine 13 I will flay in the 
lame manner this uncircutnciſed Philiſtine, who has 
been ſo hardy as to curſe the hoſt of the living God, and 
by his death I will take away the reproach of Iſrael. 
Saul gave his affent, ſaying, Go, our Lord be with thee, 
and forthwith inveſted. him with his on armour, bis 
helmet, ſword, and coat of mall. David never had been 
accuſtomed to ſuch accoutrements, which upon trial he 
found were more cumberſome than uſeful : he put them 
off, and defired to have no other, than the hepherd's | 
| weapons, which he knew much better how to uſe, his | 
Raff and ling. Goliah ſeeing the beardleſs youth ad- 
dance with his fling in his hand, ſcornfully aſked him, 
if he was coming to, beat a dog? He deſpiſed and curſ- 
ed him, threatenitig to throw hie carcaſs to the beaſts 
and fowls 6 the 74 "Thou comeſt againſt me, replied 
avid, with a ſword _ x 3 7 ; his bade — in 
the name of the Lord of hoſts, It is his battle I fight ; 
14 1 x45 e of the * B bz ER SYS TOE bg he 
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he will deliver thee into my hands: 1 mall firike thee, 
; $6 ARYL thy head, that all the earth may know, 
5 8 92 God, in Iſragl. . Having ſaid this, . 
of. his pherd's ſcrip, £xed_ it in- his ing, 

N 15 a whirl drove. it full ing the ygiant's 
55 Down fell Galiah flat upon his face: Dawid thut 
ie dan up, and Witb the Philiſtine's own ford fe- 
bis en the body, to the great joy of the 

| 115 elites and deep diſmay o the, Philiſtines. 
This * of David over Goliah is an atorirable 8. 
gore of that, which Jeſus Chriſt vie the, homilixy of his 
928 Shines over the audacious. ot  Lacifer. The 
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athers loak 1 Non "the tall , as the very image 
pride, the molt i lormidable wy, chat the people of 
God have to engage with ; it is an enemy, that remains 
even after they have got the better of bears atid lions, 
that is 10 Tay, df other fins the moſt enormous. The 
fame. Saints remark, that pride is not #0 be defeated 
uman. power any more, 8 was by the arms of 
Saul. David conquered with his f. 85 and ſtone: 
e.firſt we underſtand. the croſs of Chriſt, and by the 
ſecond the efficacy of his holy mow! . 1 our 
Rrongth * 1 Nt ede 1, AS 
; 


. g ; 4 
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'$ uy. ings often, I King 18. 1 8 
4. M. a9 48, | Golith fell che wengn ot 
Before 7.0. 108. | the Philiſtive army. They Aban- 
* Adoned their camp at the fatal Blow, And 
in wild Aiſorder began to. make the beſt of their way 
home... . Ihe ſhouting Iſraelites ruſhed-acrdſs the vale iu 
purſuit. of their + enemies, and drove them 9 a 
great laughter as far as the gates of Accaron. The 2985 
By ſurpri * the wictors on this aceaſion were eg 
Wi“ with 9 boy beheld the-eſca . 055 Jo 
de from the ightful d angers, that h 
mz and with Joy they extolled, the courage of the. 
man, Who had ſo gallantly ſerved their lives at the 
. * own. 2 the —— of. 


2 


3 


11 
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une young warfior, and informed himfelf more per- 
ticularly of his hiftory and family, - Jonathan, his 


eldeſt fon, n animity of a you 
who'by one ſingle 142 — r outdone as 
achievervents, Which felf had performed Ro 


the ſame enemy. Far from being . of David's 
fortune,” or jealous of che praifes,' that were given 
from every 4 he honoured his deſerts, 
inveſted him WH Ts Tue arms and princely ornaments. 
Such an act of gene . nottoft upon a young man, 
who was * penerous in his diſpoſition, 
Jonathan aud Duvi — 4 — each 
from chat time their mutual attachment became ſo ſtrong, 
that there feemed to be hut one Tou! and one heart be- 
tween them. The joy for David's' victory was hot con- 
. ined to the king's court or to the army ; it ſpread from 
one extremity of the kingdom to the other; every rank, 
every ſex,” and age of the people concurred in honour- 
re rant triumph of their hero, when he returned from 
the women ran out of the cities to meet bim 
Jancing'and Gee Aid e i penal ooogcit'a7 
vocal and inſtrumental muſic. Such ſounds of acclama- 
tion riſing on every fide, andre-echoed thro” the nation, 
ſeem to have ured the ſongs of praiſe and jubilati- 


on, which the di t Churches throu hour the world 


Were one day tofing in honour of Chriſt's triumph over 
fin and death. Flattering as theſe honours were to Da- 
vid at the time, became the ſourte of much future 
dude, and & him to many a danger, which muſt 

infa/libly have Geptined vim of life, if his prudence had 
not been equal to his courage: Very unhike his gene. 


Tous fon, * jealous 3 he was piqued to ſee ano» 
ther man more 1 than himſel ; he ſwelled with 
y to hear It , that David had killed his ten thou - 


fande, whitt'Saul dad kifled but a thouſand, The com- 
7 ifon provoked” his fpleen, and the-diftmQion made in 
David fired Him with a 'Gefire of revenge. 'A 
bee hated ror idelf in his Heart, and prompted 
oft mol whom he hat Hitherto confidered ' av 
deſerving of Ins „ 

e 


* * 
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he actually ſtood indebted ſor the preſervation of his 
crown. | 7 | 


(1 Meg Hog on IEEE Ty bro bantd nk tf 
Of the, various paſſions, which, human weakneſs FA 
ſubject to, envy, ſays Saint Chry ſoſtom, is one of th 
mot fatal, and moſt common. R rages ihre the church 
aud fate; it makes no diſtinction of perſons ;; it inſin 
ates itſelf into the breaſts of all, Who have any pretenſi 
ons to be taken notice of; it is ſecretly nouriſhed in tha 
re” and yet miſerably torments the heart, that ;nou- 
riſhes it. The very appearance of merit in another is 
ebough to make it ſhoot its ſting, andthe more ſhinin 
that merit is, the more envenomed is it malice. It a 
ws no reſt to thoſe, who are infected with its 2 | 
it ſeldom admits of any cure; it lurked in the veins, 
Saul, as long as he lived. Tbe moſt deſerving are com- 
monly, the chief objects of its rancor. The rays of vir- 
tue, that enlighten the good, are a burning tarment to 
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*.' F LV. Saul ' attempts againſt David. 1 Kings 19, 


made upon his life, ſaw the motion of his arm, and ha 
pily avdided the ſtroke. Saul was convinced, that 
virtuous youth was under the divine protection, obſery 
ed how prudent he was in all- his ways, and conclu 
that every attempt to ſurpriſe him would be ineſfectual: 
ne therefore diſmiſſed hin from his attendance, and gave 
him a conſiderable command in the army. Te men, h 
Haw not into the king's intention, David might thereb) 
ſeem to have KA the royal favour ; Saul intende 
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which David himſelf was afterwards too ſucceſsful againſt 
Oe he reſolved to expoſe him to the ſwords & the 
Philiſtines. He had promiſed, as has been mentioned, 
to give his daughter in marriage to the conqueror of Go- 
„ Envy had made him unfaithful to his promiſe, 
and Merob, his eldeſt daughter, was married to another 
man. Nor had David indeed ever claimed her: for be- 
ing conſcious of his lowly birth, he thought himſelf un- 
qualified for an alliance with the king's Gu ghier: Bue 
a mutual affection ſpringing up between him and Mi- 
chol, Saul's ſecond daughter, he altered his mind, and 
Wiſhed to become the king's ſon-in-law. Saul was no 
MKranger to their inclinations, and offered to conſent to 
their marriage upon condition, that he firſt killed him a 
Hundred of the uncircumciſed Philiſtines. David readily 
accepted of the condition, as tho? it had been meant to 
do him honour, led out his little troop to battle, attack-' 
ed and defeated the Philiſtine army, of which he killed 
no fewer "than two hundred men with his own hand. 
Fluſhed with ſucceſs he haſtened back to Saul, number. 
' ed'the trophies of his victory before him, and claimed 
Michol, as the crown, of his conqueſt, Saul was vexed to 
ſee the youth return triumphant from the field, where 
| he hoped to have ſeen him ſlain : he was witneſs of the 
_ wiſdom, with which David conducted himfelf in all his 
actions; he perceived his fame and favour with the peo- 
ple increafing daily; he both feared and hated him. Tt 
had deen natural to ſuppoſe, that his animoſity might 
have been extinguiſhed or at leaſt abated, when he made 
him his ſon- in- law. But the rancor of Saul's heart was 
incurable; he made no ſecret of his murderous deſign, 
he fpoke to his ſervants and ſon Jonathan to ſecond him 
in the bloody attempt, Sitting one day in his hovyſe 
with a lance in his hand; he was ſuddeoly ſeized by the 
evil ſpirit, that haunted him, ſtruck at David, as he was 
playing upon the harp, and tried to nail him to the wall. 
David happily efcaped the firoke, & fled from the king's 
N ne. Jonathan, who felt both for his father and his 
Friend, did all he could to make them reconciled : he 
reaſoned and expoſtulated with his father upon the injuſ- 
3 . tice 
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tice of his proceedings againſt an innocent Pit who | 
had donerhim no injury ; he urged 3 argument, th 
the tenderelt jo hag af Pe "_ the moſt dutif | 
teſpect for. a father could ſuggeſt ; all to no purpoſe, 
| Sahl in the night time ſent 4 guard to Werdende: 
houſe, and to kill him, as ſoon. as. he ſhould Dake I 
vid 


appearance. in the morning. Mi 5 who loved L | 
as much, as her father bated him, was vpon the watc 
from a vietim,. THamgt te exacd Ae DOnane 
eſcaped, and to make them believe that he. was fick and 
unable to riſe, ſhe dreſſed vp a ſtatue, which he laid 
upon the bed, and covereLwith clothes. The innocent 
deceit had its effect: David went off unpurſued, dad ge- 
created to Samuel's houſe in Ramarhs.s Saul being tald, 
bow his ſcheme had failed thro? the contmyance of his 
own daughter, called her to an account far what ſhe had 
done, and diſpatched his ſerjeanta to ſeize on Davi 
even in the Prophet's houſe. The ferjeants found. 
troop. of Prophets ſtanding before Samuel, grew infpined 0 
at the ſight, and beginning to propheſy like them, for- 
gat their errand. Saul upon that ſent other meſſengers, 
who returned propheſying in like manner; and as 
the ſame ching happened. a third time to others of 4 | 
e 


- 


men, he: reſolved in a tranſport of anger to go be 
into Ramatha. The ſpirit of the Lord came alſo upon 
him, as he went along, and in ſpite of his premediated 
malice he continued propheſying and dn with the _ 
reſt all that day and night; from whence aroſe the pro: 
verb, What, is Saul alſo amongſt the Prophets! 
From theſe facts it appears, þ at the potentates of the 
earth have no other power, than, what they hold from 
God, who either indulges ar reſtrains them in the exer- 
ciſe of it, as he pleaſes, He at his nod either raiſes or 
depreſſes them, he ſuffers them to rage no longer, than 
is conducive to his deſigns; he laughs at their Febile el- 
forts, and at his own time reſcues, from their hands, 

'  whomſoever he decrees to lave, pos 
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of/Saul's malice againſt his life, £ 

zan to think of leaving the country. 
Jonathan, was in the deepeſt concern for the Fe of his. 
friend, and being un willing to be ; ſevered; fram his 
company, begged he would not condema himſelf to a 
foreign baniſhment, before he was thoroughly informed 
of of th king's . A ſolemn, day was. near at 
hand, When the king was to dine in public with his offi- 
cers. Every one was there excepting David: David's 
ſeat ſtood vacant, and the king = much diſpleaſed : 
Jonathan offered to make — ha which did but e 
rate-his father's ſpleen, * convinced him, that 8 
Saul no peace was to be e He had promiſed | 
Dot, to let * * bh the king ſtood effected, 


reed up fign,. that he was to make him, 


Davids was to | Ro behind a ſtone, which ſtood up 
in a certain field, where Jonathan ap d by appoint - 
ment with, his bow and azrow under the pretext of ſhoot · 


ing at a mark. Jonathan ſhot his arrows near the one, 


and b the words * ſpoke; to the Pa e, whom he ſent 
to them . ed to David, that he muſt fly;to, 
fave, his life, 1 — brought the arrows to his maſter, 
ignorant of hs was 4 84. Jonathan gave him bis, 
arms, and bade him carry them back into town. When 

the boy was gone, David roſe from behind the * 
and falling flat upon the ground thrice made his obei- 
ſance to ſohathan. They met and embraced each other, 
they tenderly wept, and renewed their promiſe of mu- 
tual friendſhip, as long as life ſhould laſt, With great 
reluctance they parted from one another, David was , 
e and Jonathan bade him go in peace. 


David. was now bereft of every necefſary of life; re. Ne 


daced to the condition of a baniſhed man, he thought 
— . ſo ſecure as amo ngh the miniſters of God's al- 
: he retired to the houſe of Achimelech the High. 


pre, Achimelech expreſſed great ſurprize at ſeein 8 
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19 nuts TORY Of THE 40 4. | 
him come 5880 David pretended ſome refling buſi. 


| neſs, which tequired great expeflitidn; and Mad prevent- 
ed his bringing any proyiſion with him. Achimelech 
had ho ether than ſhow-bread to Offer Him, which, gone 
but prieſts were — ebe David's dfſtreſs was 
very urgent; nec „he thowght, exempted him from 
Thar ee een lan /; he ber 5 the holy bread, and 
Jeſus Chrift in his Gofpel' has approved his conduct. 
He alto for his defence rook the ſwörd of Goliah, which 
was ere, and the High-priet Wich à goodneſs, which 
afterwards coſt him his life, gave him every otheralhft- 
Ante ther thy in I Power. Vit ef Bert officers. bup. 
|  petidd ro be there at che time, und thin king it 4 fair p- 
1 41 of making his court to the king, gave imme- 
- diate information of what he Had ſcen. This wicked 
courtier was by birth an“ Idumean, and Known by the 
name of Doeg. Upon chat information Saul in his rage 
ſent for Achimelech, hom he accuſed of high treafon, 
as having conſpired with David agalnſt hie life. The 
virtudus Prieſt, not conſcibuß to Himfelf of having done 
any thing more, than e and à due reſpe& 
had prompted bim to do for the King's ſon- in-law, be- 
gat to plead in defence of his own innocence, and ſpoke 
reely in commendation of David's honour and fideli 
to his prince. Saul Was more irritated thi Wppetiſcn 
by the pontiff's ſpeech, aiid*ordi im to be put to 
death upon the ſpot. Achimelech flood accompanied 
with eighty-five other prieſts, in their Taterdotal robes, 
Their ſacred character inſpired reſpect into the king's ſer- 
vants, who refuſed to execute their maſter's orders, and 
Doeg was the only man hardy enough to imbrue his 
hands in the blood of thoſe venerable prieſts of the Lord. 
This execution was followed by the ruin of Nobe, one 
of the prieſts cities, Abiathar,' the ſon of Achimelech, 
5 eſcaped from the maſſacre, and informed David of Wat 
the tyrant. had dane. David was forely grieved at the 
relation, and humbly confidered himſelf as the cauſe of 
all that bloodſhed. |. He was no longer ſafe in the King's 
dominions ; he fled for refuge among the enemies of 
his country, and threw himfelf into the hands of 1 * 
183 ng 
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is A FEmenty, were known ;. 
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and had, infallibly been ſacrificed to 
2 the cittzens, if he had not with great 
A of . cqunterfeiced the pol, and palld fi 


V 

== og the fool on this occaſion, as a figure 0 

that imaginary folly, which the Gentiles once imputed 

to the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, but which, according to Sait 

Tow, ſurpaſſes the heigth of all created wiſdom, T 

followers of Jeſus Chriſt have never been a 

of fuck an imputation from à ſelf-conceited world. It 
— for them to he accounted wiſe by God, what - 
ever el the opinion of men. By ex- 
Perience they know, that what 1 7 by yorldly men often 
accounted folly, is in the eyes of God the heigth of wiſ- 
dom, and what the wiſeſt of the wicked often adopt in 
practice, E e Sta 


+. 
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Dx, fituation, was become t- fl. M. 2946, / 
ly r and his life — Befare J. oat 1046» | 
wretched. Always in danger of being 
either betrayed. os aſſaſſinated, he was driven from the 
ſociety of men, and obliged to ſhelter himſelf in woods 
and mountains. Being cloſely purſyed by an implaca - 
ble and adive enemy, he . from place to place, 
one wildernefs to another, creeping into caverns 
and the dens. of wild beaſts, | Yet even there he was of- 
ten upon tha point of being taken and delivered into the 
$ of, Sauly, as. it happened to him in the deſert of 
iph. At the hazard ot his life he had but juſt time to 
{ip.down the rock, from whence he fled into the deſert 
of Maon, That was his place of refuge more than once, 
where being cloſely purſued he had not only enemies, 
but Lon} to to Ses with: he ſaw himſelf and ” 
tru 
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_ truſty followers, who had joined bim to the number of 
- ., about fix hundred, in danger of periſhing for want of 
neceſſaries. There lived in the neighbourhood a man, 
 - Whoſe name was Nabal, poſſeſſed "of great riches and 
numerous flocks, but rough of temper and ſavage even 
10 cruelty. To this man David 5 ied himſelf in his 
diſtreſs; he ſent to him ten of his followers to beg, that 
he would relieve: the wants of à diſtreſt company, who 
had done him no injury. When they came to Nabal's 
houſe, which was upon mount Carmel, they humbly re- 
preſented their diſtreſs for want of prouiſtons; they told 
im, that David, the ſon of Iſai, was their leader, and 
merited ſome return for the friendſhip, he had ſhown to 
his ſhepherds in the deſert.” Nabal rudely anſwered, 
that he had no proviſions for them, that he knew no- 
thing of them or of their leader, but that the country 
was over-run with flaves, who were trying to eſcipe | 
from their maſters. David was exaſperated at ſo injuri- 
ous an anſwer; an anſwer, which he had little expected, 
and much: lefs deſerved: beſides the refuſal; which he 
thought unjuſt, it expreſſed a contempt, which he re- 
ſolved to puniſh. He ordered his men to girt on their 
ſwords and follow him: he laid aſide his natural meek- 
neſs, and meditated a ſtroke, which muſt have ended in 
. the deſtruction of Nabal and all his family, had it lot 
been prevented by the diſcreet and virtuous Abigail. 
Abigail was the wife of Nabal, a woman as amiable for 
her prudence, as her huſband was odious for his rough- 
neſs: ſhe being informed of David's haſty approach to 
repay Nabal for his abuſe, went out to meet him with 
preſents and plenty of proviſions. As ſoon as they met, 
ſhe accoſted him in fo {:bmiſive and ſo engaging a man- 
ner, that ſhe at once mollified his anger, and diſarmed 
his revenge. Nabal knew nothing of his danger, till it 
was paſt. Abigail told him of it the next morning, and 
related all ſne had done to ſave him. The man was ſo 
affected at the account, that he fell ſick, and died ten 
days after. David made a propoſal of marriage to the 
widow, which ſhe at firſt modeſtly declined, and then 
e my 
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Abigail by the prudent remonſtrance, ſue made to Da- 
vid in his anger, is a model of diſcretion in teaching us 
to ſooth and pacify the ſallies of paſſion both in ourſelves. 
adaad others : and David by the deference he paid to her 
advice, ſets a rare example of moderation to thoſe, who 
have received provocation. To liſten to advice, and to 
ſtifle reſentment, is but too often termed a mark of 
weakneſs and diſhonour. But nothing ſurely ſo be- 
comes the dignity of man, as to make paſſion give way 
to reaſon; and to a Chriſtian nothing is more honour... 
able, than to deſiſt from a purſuit, which can no longer 
be carried on conſiſtently with charity and juſtice. 


3 ade 89 
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FN the midſt of theſe tronbles, that 4. M. 2947, 
—— the kingdom of Iſrael, Before J. C. 1063. 
Samuel died in the ninetieth year of his 
He was a man of unſhaken virtue, faithful to 
God, and loyal to his prince, whoſe faults he never flat- 
tered, and for whoſe misfortunes he daily wept. To 
him are attributed the books of Judges: Ruth. 
His death was lamented by all the people of Iſrael. 
- Saul in the interim perſiſted in his attemps againſt Da- 
vid with unrelenting violence, and was waſting the 
ſtrength of his kingdom againſt a harmleſs man, whom 
he fancied to be his enemy. Being informed by his 


ſpies, that he was come back into the wilderneſs of 
Ziph, he marched at the head of three thouſand men, 
and encamped round the hill, where he ſuppoſed his ri- 


val to lie concealed. David by a ſingular exertion df 
courage, which could only come from God, reſolved to 
vifit him in his tent. With a ſingle attendant, called 
Abiſai, he went down under the covert of a dark: night. 
into Saul's camp, and penetrating into the royal-pavili. 
on found Saul and his officers aſleep. Abiſai whiſpered 
in his ear, That he had his enemy now lying at his mer. 
cy, and that with one ſtroke he might put an end to all 
his ſufferipgs. David had too much generoſity to com- 

CF ; mit 
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mit ſo baſe an/aftion;. — principhed-in che * 
duty of a ſubje@ to his ſovereign to ſtrilae, or to ſulfer, 
Abifai te ſtrike the Lord's annointed. e contented. 
e Fog I. e e er- which he took. | 

away, and him back upon the hill. Bein 
there pri the reach of any weapon; he called with a; 
loud voice upon Abner, the general of Saul'sarmy, and 
Jocolely rallied him for the incomparable care he took of 

his royal maſter. Saul awoke at the ſound, and hearing 
David's voice, : roſe up he called — 
ſmoothneſs of expreſſion, which-denoted ſome abatement 
of his fury, be f ke in gentle accent, and ſtiled him 
His ſon, David began in « ſubmiſſive manner to expoſ- 
tulate with the king, why he harrafſed himſelf in the 
purſuit. of a harmleſe man, who with reſpect to him, 
was no more Fong — little flea ? — —_— it — 

the magh n Iſrael to purſue gniſica 
6 ek, like a trembling partrid — | 
mountain's top? If the Lord in Woo anger, — he, hath 
ſtirred you up to commit theſe violences againſt one of 
plus mad faithful ſervants, may he accept my ſacrifice : 
if any evil counſellors have puſhed you on to act as 


you do, whoever they may be, they are acrurſed in the 
of our Lord. To a remonſtranee ſa juſt and con - 


Mag Saul had no reply to make; he only ſaid, he 


ed and acted fooliſnly: he owned himſelf in- 
— ee cooy IG — yer rn and 
— give him no fature diſturbance; David 
ent him back his his lance, and concluded with a prayer, 


Ar as be had ſpared the life of Saul, fo the 
of 


Land ond are his, and free him from diſtreſs. | 
The holy Fathers are nnanimous in their 
David on this occaſion. Saint Ambroſe in rap» 
tures of him, who having it in his power to free himſelf 
at once from the perſecution of a tyrant. who ſought his 
life, choſe to remain expoſed to contin ual death rather 
than lift his hand agzink che anntinted of the Lord. 
The gratification of his revenge for the evil treatment hs 
Kurer the immediate poſſeſſion of a crown, the 


% 
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ments to the aRion'; but che love of virtue and con- 
ſcious duty had a more i 
| David s his/fidelicy 40 God and his king was grounded 


is motive was difintereſted-and pure: from Saul he ex- 


no return — he had experienced none. 
Te once before had ſhown- the ſame generolity, when 


Saul unarmed and alone entered the cave, where he and 


his men lay concealed ; he offered no violence to the 
_ on, be reſtrained his followers from laying 

of him, he contented himſelf. with a flip. of his 
cloke, which he ſoftly cut off as 2 mark, that he could 
as eafily have taken away his life. 'Tho” Saul admired 


that forgiving generoſity of David's temper at the time, 
his animoſity ſoon flamed out anew, and prompted 


to commit freſh: violences againſt his meek benefac- 


tor. David in neuer the more deſerve 
ing of our praiſe, as ſuch a pardon of injuries had not 


then been ied: by. the example or taught by the 
word of an incarnate God; and his example ought to 


make thoſe Chriſtians bluſh, who fancy they may puſn 
their reſentments againſt the members of Jeſus Chriſt ta 


what violence and to what lengths they pleaſe. 
n CEP WJ gy "rar 


AVID ſoon found, that Saul was 4. M. 2949, 
not to be depended upon, and that Before J. C. 1051. 
his life was in conſtant danger. Self. 
| ion forced him to throw hĩmielf once more into 
the hands of Achis, the king of Geth. Achis, tho” a 
Philiſtine, had principles of generoſity, and knew, how 


to feel for the diſtreſt. He received the illuſtrious fugi- 


tive with great marks of kindneſs, and gave him the 
town! of Seeley ber his reſidence. FHoſtilities had been 
renewed between the Iſraelites and Philiſlines, and Achis 
inſiſted upon David's accompanying him to the war. 
David by that means was reduced to the ſad alternative 


either of diſobliging his generous benefactor or of ſight- 
ing againſt his Tr 


cireumſtances 


that were unſhaken and invariable. 


1 ſovereign. In ſuch embarraſſed 
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circuraſiances he was at u loßb how'to act, when che Phi- | 
ligines themſelves luckily drew him out of the difficulty. | i | | 
They thought an Iſraelite was not to be truſted in an . 
pedition againſt his fellow citizens; and therefore oblig- 2 
ed Achis to diſmiſs him from the army.  Achis reluct- 
antly delivered their commands to David,: which he . Ao 
rened with expreſſions of eſteem, and inade-him his - 
euſes upon the neceſſity he was under of ſatisfying 3 
Philiſtise chiets, who would not: ſuffer an Iixaelite to ac- 
company them to battle. David was no ſooner extricat- 
ed out of one difficulty, than involved in znother. Dau- 
| Fn em abſence in the 'Philiſtine camp, a roving l ; 
of che Amalecites had plundered Siceleg, and iy ar: to. 
the houſes. "Every thing of value was carried off by the... 
plunderers, the children and the women were made pri- 
ſoners, amongſt whom were the wives of David and his 
followers. The men were ſq; ſenſibly afflicted at this 
diſaſter, that not knowing which way to turn themſelves, 
they threw the blame upon their leader, and dy | 
to ſtane him to death. David tho abandoned by ; 
partiſans, was not abandoned by his on fortitude: he 
Put his truſt in God, and with fix hundred warriors ſet 
off in purſuit of the robbers. Succeſs he knew de pend- 
ed on expedition; he therefore continued his march 39 
ſuchi vigour, that two hundred of his men wete not able 
to keep pace with him. He left them behind, and uſhy 978 
ing on briſkly with the reſt came up With che enem 17* # 
they were enjoying themſelves over their booty, li 
thinking of an attack. David fell furiouſly upon _ 0 
a bloody carnage enſued, which laſted till the evening ot 
next day, when not a man of the Amalecites was | 
alive, excepting thoſe who, eſcaped by the help of their 
camels. © The victors recovered 1 and even more, than | 
they had loſt. : U n their return a diſpute aroſe, whe- 
ther they, who had not ſhared in the danger of the field, 
ſhould . their ſhate in the booty; and the deciſion 
being left by common conſent to David's arbitration, he 
judicioufly pronounced in their favour; This decifiqn, © 
ſed afterwards into à lav, and was ſtrictly adhered to 
in n kature diviſion of che ſpoils of war. oor | 3 
Similar 
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Similar to. this is the ſpiritual — Church - 
in an impartial. communication of prayers.and merits 
between its component members... And a comfortable 
refle&ion it t is for ſach of the faithful, who have not * 1 
ther the talents or the ſtrength to perform great actio 
or to 5 hard labours in my divine {ervice. Enli 
under the Tame banner of Jeſus Chriſt, they all — - 
with one another in the profeſſion of the ſame faith, they 
all ſhare in the ſame ſpiritual treaſures, and to each one 
is impartially meaſured out the reward, not according to 
the ſtrength of bones, or the rank of worldly been, | 
but according. to his real deſerts. in the eyes.of God, 
Charity and zeal may equal the little. with the great, and 
render the weak more deſerving than the ain iS 
with SHES W We : i 
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GN ihe tl he. "met with 4. M. 2049, 
D from Ay Philiftine ; princes of lett- Before * _ 7601. Te 
ing him ſerve in their army, was even , 1 
. fortunate, than he imagined at the time; he was theids 
by prevented not only from fighting, but alſo from con- 
quering againſt his country ; for in that day's battle Saul 
and his ſons were ſlain, and Iſrael put to a ſhameful 
flight, That miſerable prince had been long left by the 
ſpirit of God, and turned over to his own. Racked 
with the ſtin gs i ofa guilty conſcience within, and preſſed 
by the attacks of x kerze, enemy without, full Ws ap. 

rehenfions, and anxious about the event, he fought in 

air . know from the Devil, what he did not ay. 

learn from God. He diſguiſed himſelf,” and went to 
conſult the noted ſorcereſs of Endor. When he came 
there, he told her ſhe muſt raiſe him up the'ghoſt of Sa» 
muel. The woman, being afraid of the ſevere" laws, 
which Saul had. latel) ate 1 the dealers i mare 
magic, refuſed to act, till he d on oath, _ 
that no harm ſhould befall her for £7 thing the was 
about. . he folemn promiſe he made _ 1 
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k begin her enchantments, and behold, bee 
he he Hy the ghoſt of Samuel une 
5 for as ſoon as he ſaw him, the e a e's 
perſon, "who conſulted her, was Saul in difguiſe. "Ap- 
rehenfive of the {onto en ſhe began to trem- 
le for her life, The king Bade ber nat fear, and alt 
What de faw? By the deſcription ſhe gave of the 
d awful figure of the phantom, Saul knew. it K. be 
nel, and bowed out of 8 to the 
e ghoſt then ſaid, Why haft thou troubled my . 5 
Why doeſt on aſt of mie, what tho! 115 noweſt 1 4 
The Lord h left kw and is ver to thy riv 
a Will now do to thee, as chon t heard bee 
om my mouth ; he wilt fever” thy kingdom from th 
and give it to David: chee and thy Iraelites he \ #4 
delivered into the hands of che Philiſtines; to-morrow 
thou and ty ſans ſhall he among the dead. Saul 
forthwith fell all along the ground; for he was frighten- 
ed with the words of e and chere was no ſtren 
| in him. "The woman raiſed” 1 17 9 ie him a ref 
ment, and diſmiſſed hin, as e had Wengeh to 
| The mA hed 16 5 away with a forrow- 
ul heart, black wat deſpair, and full of his approach- 
deſtiny. The fatal day was at hand; the two armies 
: e and Philiſthiim ſtood e of for battle upon the 
N of a T0 AE ſignal bein 55 tus the if 
raelites runk ba m 8 enemy, an onathan aud 
two brothers; 0 ſlain ; the whole weight of the 
battle then fell Wop Saul: An arrow from a biliftive's 
bow.gave him a d * wound: coyered with diſgrace, 
| aud Al breathing, % commanded his armour-bearer to 
tab him; which the armour-bearer refuſing to do, he 
| caught. hold of his ſword, and ſetting the point againſt 
eaſt, fell upon it, and expired. 
| „ * was the e * unhappy Saul, the Arlt king of 
tage). . By an, violence againſt his,own life he put 


nd to t g and Ea violences,. which he 
had wantonly 22 guilty. of againſt others. Happy 
might he — been, if be either had continued in 2 pri- 
vate ſtation, or only had We the ſame humble ſen- 
timents, 
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Guiltleſs as the child of a year old, he began his reign; 
but in that happy diſpoſition he reigned no more than 
two years. Elated with power, and dazzled with the 
dor _ crowh, he grew a and , violent, 
ſet off with the promifGng.ſhow of an auſpicious reign 5 
he ſell, before be — and at laſi 1 $8: | 
by a death, which has rendered him a frightful exam 
to all fucceeding ages. The holy Fathers conſider Saul 
under the ſame predicament in the old law, as they do 
Judas in the new. Both had been particularly choſen by 
God himſelf, and were both rejected; the firſt for his 
pride, the ſecond for hie avarice. They both fell from 
a ſtation the maſt dignified, both in deſpair ended their 
what it may, can exempt a man from the weakneſs of 
humhu nature. No man is ſecure from temptation. 
The moſt elevated in dignity, ſays: Saint Ambroſe, and 
the moſt Ready; as they may ſeem, in the way of virtue, 
ought to be always fearful, and always upon their guard, 
loft they fall. A * bope in God, and an humble 
diſſidence of | themſelves are neceſſary means to preſerve 
the grace of final perſeverance. boot: 36 cee of 
IE nan 7 
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TT HE death of Saul and total over- 4. M. 2949, 
4 + throw of his army was à ſubje& Before J. C. 1041, 

of aniverſal triumph amongſt the /Phi- 
liſtines. They took poſſeſſion of the field of battle next 
day, and fin the king's corpſe amongſt the flain, 
t him of his armour, and cut off his head, which 
they ordered to be carried about, and ſhown thro” their 
land, to convince the of his death. His armour 
they dedicated to Aftaroth, and his head they faſtened 

up it the temple of Dagon. David in the interim, who 

had not leſs reaſon to be glad than they, was very dif- 
ferentiy affected. Far from rejoicing” at an event, ſo 
W him, he ſhed 
* 2 tears 
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ſtjtatis of genf ſorrow. In a mournfulcancicle, which he 
__ compoſed on the accakon, he pathetically deplores the 
_ . melancholy fate of Saul, the anointed of the Lord : in a 
ſtrain ſtill more moving he laments the untimely fall:of 
Jonathan, whom he jonately ſtiles his brother and 
moſt loving friend; He invites che daughters of Iſrael 
to throw aſide their gay attire, to pour out their tears 
will him, and mogrn over the hapleſs ſlain- Then, as 
it the place had been acceſſary to the di ſaſter, he prays 
cat neither the rain, nor the dew of Heaven may fall 
upon the mountains of Gelboe, where the ſhield of the 
valiant is caſt away, where Saul lies trodden on the 
21 nd, as tho? he had not been anointed with oil. 0. 
tell it not in Geth, tell it not in A ſealon, laſt the daugh - 
ters of the Philiſtines exult, leſt the daughters of the an- 
cireumciſed rejoĩce. David did not content himſelf with 
theſe effuſions of his grief in private, he expreſſed him- 
felf by his actions to the public. He thanked the citi- 
rens of Jabes Galaad, who had taken up and interred 
the bodies of Saul and his unfortunate ſons. The ſirſt 
account of this fatal overthrow was b t to David in 
Sieeleg by a young Amalecite, who pretended: to have 
been preſent at the king! death, and was in hopes of 
ingratiating himſelf by the relation of a ſtory, which he 
_ embelliſhed with ſeveral eĩreumſtances of his on inven- 
tion. I came by chance, ſaid he, to the mountain of 
| Gelboe, where I found the king oppreſſed with anguiſh 
and leaning upon his ſpear. - At my approach he called 
out, and bade me free him from the diſtreſs, he was in: 
where fore knowing; that it was impoſſible for him to 
live after the ſtroke he had received, I complied with 
His deſire; I killed him; I took the diadem ftom his 
head, and the bracelet from his arm, which I have 
brought hither to thee, my Lord. David rent his gar- 
ments at the ſad report, the Amalecite how he had 
_ dared in that manner to lift his hand againſt the Lord's 
anointed, and ordered him to be put to Jeath in-puniſh- 
ment of his crime. SITIO: mine ern OR e, 
The throne being vacant, and David knowing him- 
ſolf to be the man, ho was to fill it, conſulted the Lord 
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to know, how he was to act in this emergehey, and 
2 The Lord bade him return do Hebron, 
- the capital city of Judea 3 he went, was publicly anoint- 
ed king, and acknowledged by that tribe. The other 
tribes influenced: by Abner; the late king's chief 
1 nowledg. $7 re. ſon of gaul, ſor their 
king, and thereby divided the nation into two parties. 
— conteſt ſor the cron began between the two 
competitors; David appointed Joab! to be his general, 
while Abner with great abilities ſupported the intereſt of 
Iſboſeth. The diſpute was carried on with the loſs of 
many lives for ſeven years, when Iſboſeth was traĩterouſ 
ly murdered by two aſſaſſins, ho carried: his head to 
.de David was no more inclined to encourage mur- | 
der in theſe two traitors, than he had been in the young 141 
Amalecite, and therefore ordered them to be treated in | | | 
- the ſame: manner. Far from inſulting, an enemy in his 9 | 
fall, or from rejoicing at che advantage, which he was to | 
. reapby it, he conſidered and felt for the wrongs, that his | 
11 had ſuffered from the hands of his: : and 
thus by a double-inſtance of his. juſtice, - he convinces/us, | 
that he not only had the meekneſs to _ the inju- 1 
ries, but alſo the generoſity to honour memory of ö 
bis inveterate enemies. a gp to death the Am = 
| lecite, who had declared himſelf guilty; of the death [| 
Saul, and he executed Rechab and Baaua for having 1 
Kabbed Iſboſeth his ſo n. 
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eee ed eie 445: hes arit was e 
N the death of Iſboſeth, David be- Fs ny yak 
| 4D: came: the peaceable poſſeſſor of the Before J. C. 1044. 

crow of Iſrael without a rival: the ©» | 


1 
tribes unanimouſly acknowledged his undoubted right, 
and voluntarily ſubmitted to his authority. The — 

of civil. diſcord being thus kappily extinguiſhed, the 
force of the nation was no longer divided, and the Iſ- 
raelites being again united under one head, had no other 
than the common intereſt to purſue. David reſolved to 
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abends -of the an which God nad placed in ks. 
hands, againſt the ancient enemies of his country. His 
Grit: expedition was againſt the (fortreſs of Jer 
which was inbabited by the Jebuſean: 
ſahmitted to the Hebrew! yoke. + This fortreſs, which 
food within the walls of the city upon mount Sion, was 
ſo advantageouſly ſituated, that it feemed to bid deſiance 
eo the force, that could be brought againſt it: the ow | 
riſon inſulted David for an attempt, which they dee | 
raſh;: and told him, the very blind and l. —— 
would be enough to repel his attacks. 1 there is no- 
ſo arduous, which true courage, ſupported by the 
arm of God, cannot overcome. David at that time had 
an army compoſed of heros; to encourage them to victo- 
7 he promifed the command to him, who ſhould firſt 
ike the jebaſean, and gave orders for a general aſſault. 
Joab was the firſt, that mounted upon the wall, the troops 
ruſhed on after their general, and the eity was added to 


the con of Iſrael. David took poſſeſſion of 1 
caſtle for himſelf, repaired the old . | 
erected new ones round about upon the hill, which _ 


Bis name was thence: forward eee the city of David. 
Gratitude to God for this ſuccefs made him turn his 
thoughts upon the public duties of religion. The Ark 
of God had for many years lain in a ſtate of obſcurity, 
in the private houſe of Abinadab. The pins king's 
intention was to reſtore its firſt luſtre: for hs purpoſe 
he prepared a magnificent pavilion for its reception upon 
mount Sion, within the precincts of his -own palace. 
Notice” was given -fof) à public tranſlation of the Ark, 
and the e were ordered to attend. They aſſembled 
to dhe r of thirty thoufand; a new wan Wis 
made, che Ark hid upon it, and Ger, the ſon of Abi- 
nadab, appointed to dive the oxen. The & proceſſion was 
5 condudted with that folemn- ſhow of religious magnifi- 
cence, 0 — — of a great king. -David 
thought it not royal dignity to upon che 
Tr de accompanied by 2 3 ply jew of 
enuficians, whofe joyful and harmonious ſounds enliven- 
e 2 — along. Every ching _ 


' 


HOLY W092" & |} 


10 

4 „ the -public jubilee,” oben an anlack , I 
accident - ed the . and ſuddenly threw |; 
the minds of * mera choly conſternation. "One . 

of the oxen began GER unc made the Ark lean! ow + 
one file: O2 thinking it to be in danger of fallin | 
| hafily firerched out his band, and held it; be Lord 1 
was piovoRegar the rahnels of his action, fays : Serip- | 
rure, and firack im dead upon the pot. 2 9 | 
tors were ſeized with dread, David himſelf was terrified; | 
and durſt not proceed in his def 8. of lodging the Us. 
mendous Ark within the” precindts” of his palage. He 
fitted it in the houſe of Obededom, a' fuse! Levite, 

here it remained for three months. _ 
1 The dreadful judgment, that deen Ora for raſhly | 4 
Hying bis hand upon the Ark, leaves no room to doubt 9 
of ouſly awful refpet, which'is due, and which God ri- | 
. Fr ee aid him in the things, that r. | 

fervice. 5 the law f ce infinitely 

gerd bs is 5 altar of Almigh ty God, than was 2 1 
Ark under the law ot Lara an x Ar ou ſhown to | 
the * of which the Ark was no more than the fl 
gu f a more enormous guilt, and its operons il | 
Bo? not attended witk viſible ſtrokes of divine ven Wl | 
Ss CI” toe nn rey REA 92 778224 oF 
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_ i Meſings, which ra 4 Ms 7956. 
ſhowered down upon e * 7. C, 5 
= conſideration of the Ark bein Wy 
der his roof, diſpelled the king's * and made * 
1 to ſhare in the divine favours. At the end of three 
onths from Oza's death, David reaſſumed his firſt de- 
ſign of tranſlating the Ark to Jeruſalem : and to guard 
_ _ againſt every accident” of the Kind, that had happened 
| before, he conſidered in what manner Moyſes had di- | | 
refed the Ark to be carried, whenever it ſhould be ne- | 
ceſfary to remove it from one place to another; He 
found po n examination, that vone but'Priefts and Le- 
vites 
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vites were permitted to approach it, and that it was not 
to be drawn by beaſts, — carried upon men's ſhoulders, * 
He therefore wh gen av 1 288 | 
on the day appointed, pacific ſacrifices to be pre 2 
and ee made ſuitable for the folemnity. 
Sacred canticles of his own compoſition were ſet to mu- 
fic, and ſkilful muſicians appointed to perform with in- 
— and voices. The Ark of the Covenaut was 
h 


brought forth by the ſons of Levi, who advanced with it 
upon their ſhoulders thro* a prodigious. croud of ſpecta - 
tors, that lined the road ; the ground ſtreamed with the 
blood of victims, which: were immolated to the mg 3 
God, while hills and vales reſounded with the firains of 
vocal and inſtrumental harmony. Dreſſed in a linnen 
garment, ſuch as the Prophets wore, the king played 
upon his harp, and danced with all his might before the 
Ark, as it moved along, till be came to mount Sion. 
Michol was at the palace window waiting for the pro- 
ceſſion, and ſeeing her royal conſort without his robes of 
ſtate and dancing in the croud, deſpiſed him in her 
heart for his devotion. When the ceremony was over, 
ſhe ran to meet him, and in a ſtrain of irony faid,” That 
it was nobly performed, that it was a; glorious fight to 
ſee the king of Ifrael ſtript of his royal robes, and danc- 
ing like a 8 before his fubjects. David, Whoſe 
ſentiments of religion were too well grounded, ſays Saint 
Ambroſe, to be ſhaken by a woman's ridicule, meekly 
anſwered, The Lord hath ſelected me from amid the 
meaneſt of his ſervants, and hath preferred me to thy 
father. From God I received my crown, and thro” bis 
mercy I am peaceably poſſeſſed of the kingdom of Iſrael: 
for which reaſon I will humble myſelf fill more and 
more before him. TI wiſh to be always little in my own 
eyes, and it ſhall be my glory to be thus upon a level 
with the loweſt of my ſubjects, 7 - x 
Thus did this holy king, ſays, Saint Gregory, lay 
aſide the marks of royalty, that he might give ſcope to 
his piety. Forgetful of his dignity, forgetful of his wie- 
tories, which had made him great in every ones eyes but 
his own, be not ooly "humbled himſelf, but was LEG 74 
; 2 b | | 13132000 ing . 
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had of promoting we 


the Ark of God had no bettet than that f 
find: white he himſelf was lodged in 2 of eiate? 
he rhevefare ttaced in his mind e N 
e Wich ne refolved ty build to the Lord f hofies 


e comminicated his defigu to che Natl 
chan, tho" tie ſecretly approved of it} wileinſpee- 
ell to 9035 m, thut ſuch a plan ſhould not be ereuted“ 


til after his death; thar from his feed mould urig a ſon, 
why outta ay 4 4 32 to the Lord; aud wär the- 


ne of ald be eftabliſhe® for“ ever. 
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"Joſt diebe ede by. ſorcg of arms, 1 the. 55 
waged, he glorigd pot lik other,! 15575 [he vac mber, 
his 8 and, orlemen. '? 47 trult 1 1 in the, 
- God, 3 his ſhieſd Mg dhe 8 of 
| mies, and vi Cro WATHEE ex * 
The Idumeans, the 1 49, 12 gh 2 
Soba, the peopl of Ameleg and 8 yrs, we were 12 7 
him, and made tribatary | to the croyn of Ber 
* nding 5 er thay 9 8 1 Hs 2 7 
n e bee bal e agk 
| only 40 Feet his. riendihip, but alſo. to provoke his en- 
mity. Hanon was a young. vnexperienced. prince, and 
ſon of Naas the late king of Ammon, from whom Ba- 


vid had received many good ſervices during Saul's 

ſecutions. David wiſhed to-cultiyate..the ame, friend- | 

| ſhip with the ſon, as had ſubſiſted between the father and 
him, and with that view ſent embaſſadors to compliment 


<1 im on his acceſſio ad by the thrane. N ſi 


to be: perſu mo 


V er nſellors, th 
of Thael's de deſign Was e put to betray. | 
rw Hala of Ammon, mY A thar the emba fad 
— more than ſpies, ſent to diſcover the strength and 
nature of the country. Under that perſuaſion, £ e raſh. 
prince let himſelf be led aflray, and without 75 rg 
the conſequence. ſeized upon, the embaſſadors,, aved pn 
Halt ot their bang he away. haſt their gar AT HAT ments, 
bade them be report of this amef far 9 
wer. was quic on carnied.to Lo Dad, Who ſent to 1 
with his ſervants for che di grace they had ſuffered, and 
to deſire they would * at Jericho, till their 
is next care Was to wipe off 
the ue which 1 7 afry 22 mbaGladors 75 b 
thrown upon elt and the WI nation. 
7 ordered Joab to put himſelf 1 * head of his army a on” 
to march againſt the enemy. The. Ammonites had ond: 
ſeen this ſtroke, and pr ovided ; gainſt i it: they pad, .fent. 
to their allies, and 5 what. forces they could*out ot 


; Such: troops, who. . 55 Wt, inyrgt; than 
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mate ihe Ifraelites to attſe. They camè to 8 5 5 k 
Noe: ev) Ammonites were ” routed with | 
ter: ſeven” hundred of their armed tharibes . | 
troyed with their combatanes ; Per thou ſand of their 
t _ as many horſe fell" in the ffeld of battle, me 
eight thouſand more fed org Traelites,” A 
ory fo complete tiſcoura the neighbouring nati. 
2 rom lendin any further Wc to the King or 
and laid down their arms, and fubmit- 
i the Wing preſcribed by the conqueror. The 
dung Hanon was then convinced of the imprudent ſtep 
e had taken; he faw his kingdom reduced to the ow of ; 
of ruin, through the advice of wicked counſellors,” and 
his on credulity. The riſe or 5 fall of empires often 
turns upon the nice point of good br bad J advice Hap- 
is the rinte, who being maſter of the affections of his 
as the diſceryment to ebuſe; and the reſoluti- 
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amfdſt the fweets'6f domeftic repoſe he met with a more 
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life, may well conſtitute=thewiſh of an idolater, our 
an infidel, who knows: nd other; happineſa, than What 
affects his ſenſes; but ona, Chriſtian truly wiſe, who 
conũders the ity-of an immortal mul, Watt trank- 
ent objects make no laſting impreſſions. Being taught 
from his earlieſt yeats, that ie has been created not AP ; 
to ſerve, but to poſſeſs the God, whom: he -adores; he 


aims at riches, honours, and glory, inſinitely more ex- 
98 cellent, 
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Heaven ; he 


cellent, man 


to 
ſtudies the virtues, that 


muſt gain him his Creator 8 love, and entitle him to a 


crown, which no ruſt ſhall ever tarniſh, and no time 
conſume; To ſeek the kingdom of God and his juſtice, 


is the perſection of true Chriſtian wiſdom, and true wiſ- 
dom is the ſource of every other good giſt, chat deſcends 
to us from the Father of lights. Lot 2 14/790 Ss T0 2.57 * : 
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VALOMON- 


by 
= 


had:blefſed him: an occaſion offered. 
in bich he gave ſuch a-ſpecim 


— 
. 


immediately began o 4: M:n991. 11 
play the talents, with which. God Before J. C. 1009, 


% 


th. 2K8 5 
4 — 23 4 
en of his wiſdom, as ex- 


cited the admiration and gained him the eſteem of all 
his iſubjects. PWwo women of evil fame came before 
him to beg he would decide a matter of diſpute between 


them. Thi n and I, ſaid one of them to the king, 
dwelt in the ſame houſe, where both of us within the 


rom of: three days were ſeparately; delivered of a male 
ild. ; She unſortunately bap to ſmother hers in 


the night, as the lay er 8 


roſe ſilentiy out of bed, 
n me my babe, leaving her 


own dead child in the place of ĩt. In the morning When 


I woke, I roſe with an intent to give my infant ſuck, 


and to- my ſurpriſe found a; dead child by my ſide. 1 


fixed my eyes upon the breathleſs body, and conſidering 


him more diligently when it was clear day, I plainly, 
ſaw the infant was not mine. To this the other woman 
„by charging her with a malicious ;falſehood, 
the living child, as her own. They both 
ſome- time to diſpute- the matter with an 
s, the one as firenuouſly de- : 


went on for 


nying what the other as ſtrenuouſly affirmed, . Nothing 
could be collected in favour of one fide: more than of the 


other; no information could be ered from any wit» 
neſs ; the accident had happened an a private houſe, and 
under the cover of a dark night. To diſcover the truth 

2424p 8 under 
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| owed Mi bond of a wifdoa, Which am into 
the ſecrets of all nature, not rc with reſpe& to plant, 
133 N ede —— 
re to men, l to 
f the heart, an — ich 
— went r a: for a 


ments of a mother's nag Te ki 
ſword, ordered. the child to be divided in two, _ — 
2 1 iven to the one and half to the other. 
| mother ſtood filent on bearing the — 
— N melting into tears of tendernefs for her helpleſs 
infant, earneſtly cried out, 1 beſerch thee, Tae, pp 
ber the child” — and do not kill it. 
ſpoke, and P ably diſcovered- her to be the ne mo- 
ther of the e Tv alomon therefore: ordergd him io be 
. delivered to here. Phe decifign gave univerſal tatisfac- 
tion, "and all Ifrael admired che aadſe ingenuity of the 
K . fh ö in „oeh . Aue alot. os. tf” 
Bic muſt inevitably happen, where men are in- 
flacnced by 1 e 225 have a diſſtrent in- 
tere to pörſue? in thoſe diſputes the like difference 


| | AGE 4+ 
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” of conduct will oh appear, as a "appeared between the 
two "mothers in their preternfiong'ts' the ſurviving: child. 
The nin; who 48'bl blinked b by Jealoubp or folf-love,” often 


— _ _ atfeibvat@" to Mis neigh bodr! elxewery drill; of which he 
_ © himſelf dad bern . ne cure bat lttlb, What 
dikurtzages he may i. or into what confuſion de may 
tho his neighboury, as long as hd eicher gains his ende, 
+ or prevents is rival” from gui ii; while the 
0 8 whoſp principle 14 — 9 "-& as moder +6 
; . ings, "as de 1 fie 
_ he purſues his ht, 
but wes tha Fight can II 
cout inf ating the innocent, | 
$ colfoh } himſelf for vor toſs he 
| N of an ans eon feine. 
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= JB reign 6 Saline ws 


2 immenſe riches «< h... 
rence flowed in upon his ſabjeRs, and esch one, as the 
eripttire as, ed Without fear under the fliade of 
-own vine and gtree. Gold was 1 in ſuch enty, that” 
1 concerned himſelf about it, and yer . * 
common, as the tones, that eee ich the 
"om_ Al the effuſion of maguit Which mf 
205 princes have 2 ., 7 rims dif Rape fall D Ab 


which the rags fry: Fore g dalo- 


of that, 
F daily {a W 8 
A- l gat Fogegrnt to the” | 


1 


Je 


ee buſhels 
N. = meafures, and double that an of 
thirty oxen, aud a hundred An he. 

EIT e of „ roe-bucks,' 
He kept forty zouſand falls 2 

fate: — and twelve he Wotan for 1 
e neee The- 
al the land, was both"the rok 


14 gence of this gplen A 

_ blefſed with peace, and free hog plenty . 
of war, Salomon reſolved to execute 2 1,10 
his father had — G carneſtly 


— 1 im lr he Ge it was to build # 
in honour nnn. God. He made an 


agreement 


OO my une; rey Er I — — — — — — — 1 


x * 
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agreement with Hiram king of Tyre to ſupply Raue 
firs anch cedars for that Beete rom mount Libanon: 


he called [out )the ahiel vorkinet) and arkifibers gf bi- 
own ſubjects to the number of thirty thouſand: eighty 5 
thouſand men were, ſet to hew out ſtones and ſhape. — 6 
for the maſons, and ſeventy thouſand more were 2 


ſtantly employed in eee e e e 


wan ted.: beſides theſe, there were th 
Ban eee OLE DR: nothing” elſe to 435 ut "a 


inſpect each departtent and dire 8 Ide di- * 
menſions of the Temple contained three ſcore cubits in 
length, twenty in breadth, and thirty in height: a 

rch was erected in the. front, NI cubits long, ten 
Cn: and à hundred and twenty hi Adjoining . | 
walls, round about the Temple. lon foreral courts an 
ranges of Thatabers, in three ſtories yk above wg ang | 

for different uſes. A tedar. partition, f ram, 12 N 
tom, with two folding doors richly caryed — * * 


board 


vided the grand dome in to two unegual.parts's thei 

of which meaſared forty cubits in length, and was ca 

the Sanctuary; the ſecond. meaſured twenty cubits, an... 
was. called, the Holy of Holies. The inſide of both. di- 
viſions was covered; with.cedar and. deal planks ing 

cubits high, embelliſhed, with. carvings. In. 3 
| and wrought with.cherubims.apd. Im- trees, 7 LY | 
figures, party ſtood en ee Fa the: 

ing was carried. up from thence with b. 
form, of an. arch; riling ten cu the dar boars f. 
floor was, paved with, e — 3 marble,..the... 
2 and bes. vg 2 ls 5 * ſanctu⸗ * 4 
plated with the; purgſt gold, and the plates were faſten... . 
ed on with (pally 2. gold. anon La iþ 12 | 

it in 1 ; Wh 

40 his age and des FRY 8 2 ard, 7 ng. | 
the. firſt.happy man, hbo.ereted Temp! eto the true 


God. a en ſo rich and pon fo gra RES that 
the at that time had 7 —— to 
it. lied atv zi: bei od Mold mid et bora ede 


1s Wem 9H bot) Zaivil 2001 10 monod 71 


7 rng 
. 


1 


| vor: dm beertiddetd, an Sing Ambroſe, 
at the ſame tima been careful to ground himſelf 
in the virtue of humility : but after having built à tem- 
ple of ſtones and titnbet in his youth; he in an advanced 
[wr — profaned: the living temple of bis own 
By an example the moſt deplorable he is a warn- 
ings ow thoſe Chriſtians, who content themſelves with ſome 
the ſhining: works-of virtue, as if nothing more were 
wanting to make them really gout: althe ground of true 
Vvirtue, in wlüch conſiſts the; appineſs of man in this 
lie, a8 Paint Auſtin remarka, is to be humble. Salo- 
mon in the midſt of worldly. greatneſs fell into dif, 
with his Creator, aud by the — un! 
bridle luſt tarniſhed-the glory of his former deeds. + + 
RN brit 07a 1 pur angry deim eb 500 585 345 
STEP no Buy wt 1 es ot; Ie veds e nne 
„% 7 ; Farnitare of the Temple. — - & 5 
Tai och o in ud bissige Hei fl by. 3h 
2 of: td Oherubiens ten; A. M. gο,te 
1 cnbits higb, made of olive- wood Before Nc. 2000, 
and overlaid with gold, were ſet in the M3555 
midſt of the inner temple. They ftood upright facing 
the Sanctuary with their wings — forth in ſuch a 
manner, chat one wing of each Cherub . theop- 
poſite*wal}; and the other two 1 8 
ü — arches Te emple,; each win g five cubitz 
—— A yell of. Sat purple, —— and 22 detos 
rated with Cherubims richly wrought,' hung againſt tlie 
partition, that incloſed the Holy of Holies. In the Sance 
tuary ſtood the altar of incenſe, which was made of cedar 
covered with gold, and ten golden candleſticka, five and 
ſive on each e, with their lamps to give light before 
'\ the oracle. There were moreover: ten tables covered 
with gold, for the loaves of ſhov /- bread, cenſers alſo and 
veſſels ſor the perfames,' bowls, and mortars of pure ; 
gold, with vaſt quantities of other ſacred furviture for | 
the divine ſervice. In the court before the Temple was 
the brazen altar of holocauſts, ten cubits high, twenty 
. — , and as many broad. Ten large lavers of braſs, 
. y graven and ornamented with feſtoons & _ 
| © 


cddbe cohbenience 6f wafhing al ſuch 
the eaſt towards the ſouth was: 
founded braſs, medfuring ten cubits'frombriefi to brian, 


copper, and placed between the 


of perfanids, and were therefore bound by: aſpect 
| Na op paar ooo i 1 


ale! 
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of different Ass, dend beg ind fed de edi Gal for 


21 were — 
Over 


be offersd:in holorauſt. On the 


— ins LIM 


called on 'account of iti 3 


five in beigbt, and thirty in circumference. TREE fo 
ported by twelve brazen oxen, of which three looked we 
the caſt, three to the weſt, three — —9 
r the „ Gomes 2 — 
was for purifyin priefts” before the d on 

ance: of their E358 ſacerdota} river rang 1 
but ——— inferior ſize, had by Moyſes bech madect 
and the tabu,. 
cle, that the prieſtꝛ might there waſh their hands & feet, 
as often as they went in and out of the ſanctuary. Hence 
it is imagined, that whenever the ſacrifice: f intenſe was 
offered, the prieſts approached bare foot. to the altar 


266? ni ad $7514 IO (ATI i ire bars 

Fram this external 8 which was requited\ava 

— preparation thoſe ancient ſacriſcen that 

were no more than a 23 8 

. eee what p — 
S wha wats — 

pre 2 1 


— of his altur im the law of 

ble ſor them, while they converſe with f, 
as Saimi Gregory obſctves, to be: wholly pole ſa i th 
actions and affections, which are indicated bythe h¹,tLet 
and feet, they muſt have reeourſe to tlie pu lavey - 
of compunRion and humility of heart, that theiy-fouls 
may be cleanfed frum ſin; that they never may | 
the holy altar, nor partake! of the ſacred m 
with reſpect, and ay” far a bene bee willperni 


with ply reſondbling-tlie of iyaget. * 7 bog 
"$5 88 19 t! tik EEA. Reese; 444 7 75 36 . 
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To render ties ceremony as awful, as he could, he pub- 
liſhed am order for his ſubjects to attend on che ninth 72 
of the ſeventh month. L. upoons — the” 
heads of the families, ces t obeyed 
— ans 1 They advanced to the city of David; "Or, 
mount Sion, where the Ark of the Covenant had 
plated by that reli king, the prieſts reſpectful 
took it up; and the vites carried A ee. and al . 
other furnitare; that hat: been in the Tabernacle of 

ſes. The king himſelf walked in proceſſion before 75 


Ark, which was carried upon prieſts — ad . 1 


down in its place in the Holy of Holies under alt, 
of the Cherubims..' There was nothing in wo 
ſides the tio tables of ſtone, engraven with the ten com 
mandments, which Moyſes put there at mou Hoteb, 
when he came out of the land of {rd wy We 
prieſts were out of the Sanctuary, the Levites and 

ing; men under the direction meg Aſaph, —— 
Idithun, began to play upon their cymbals and pfalter 
and harps on the eaſt fide of of the altar, and with them * 
hundred and twenty © prieſts ſounding with trumpets. 
The air reſounded far — near witk the loud concert of 
voices and inſtruments, and when they began to fing the 
words, Give glory to the Lord, for be is good, for hit mer- 


cy endureth for ever, the houſe of God was filled with a 


cloud, nor could the prieſts ſtand to miniſter on account 
of the cloud- Upoh which-Salomon ſaid; The Lord 
pep romiſed that he would dwell in a cloud, and turning 

is face towards the people, bleſſed the whole multitude 
of Iſrael; as he ſtbod upon the brizen ſcaffold, which he 8 
had ſet up on that vecafion” in the middle of the Temple 
before the altar of the Lord. Then kneeling down, and 
1 * Heaven in fervent . | 


/-his — — — Saeed 
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he begged. the Almighty to -ſhower don — choiceſt 
bleſings, upon the people of Iſrael, to grant the petitions 
of thoſe, who ſhould came into RA mple to adore him; 
and. to let his anger be appe repentance of 
ales ih: ity mans] —_— cher — to him. He 
earneſtly ught the diyine goodneſs, that the people 
might there find an aſſured refuge in the day of afſiction, 
a « (nfs defer A en the fury of their enemies, and a 
from every calamity of peſtilence 

— — 25 that he would look 8 — upon his 
humble ſupplicants, and grant every kind of happineſs to 
thoſe, WhO ſhould at any time call upon — 2 — that 
holy place... The king had no ſooner ended his prayer; 
than fire. came down, ſrom Heaven, and conſumed che 
holocauſts, and the majeſty of the Lord filled the Tem- 
ple. The whole aſſembly fell proſtrate upon the ground 
at the ſight, and adored and praiſed the Lord, Becasie 
he is good, becauſe his mercy endareth for cer. 'Theeſti- 
vity. taſted fourteen. days, during which time Salomon 
offered no fewer than twenty-two ithouſand--oxen, and 
one hundred and (Weng thouſand rams, nen to — 5 
living God. Tann name 

The holy Fathers/i in their. eden ne 9 e 
magnificeace on this ſolemn Occaſion, remark bow in- 
comparably greater is the reſpect due to our Chriſtian 
churches, wherein reſides the very truth, of Which the 
Jewiſh Temple had nothing more than che hadow. For 
let us open the heavens, and look into the heaven of 
heavens, ſays Saint Chryſoſtom, we ſhall find nothing 
more holy, nothing greater, than what. . 7 
ſelf mann * neee 0 
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A.M $ ſoon Salomon had 8 
Before J. = 70 A and - conſecrated his Temple to 
Almighty God, he began to build: a 


palace for himſelf, which he planned and Gniſhed-in fo: 
W a ſtile, that it became a a of 6 


N 
l r 2 


the many that flocked to {te it. Salomon Wal 92 qu 
potion of the whole tract of country, which ale 5 

Bod had promiſed to the race of Abraham, 19 no 
enemy was near to diffurb his peaceful rei 

Uiſtane nations, from all kings of the eart "tag 2 
came to ſte the works, and to hear the wiſdom of a man, 
who was univerſally looked upon as the wonder 5 . 
ry of. his age. Of the many foreigners, whom fame pe 
curiosity drew to Jeraſalem''at. that time, the 1 5 

Saba was the moſt diſtinguiſned. The accounts ſhe +4 
received of the wonderful king of 'Iſrael; were ſo far 
above her conce _ that The was determited: to { 
whether the — of his greatneſs bore any proportion 
with what report had ſpread abroad concerning him. With ; 
a noble train of attendants ſhe began her journey from 
the extremity of the ſouth, and brought him preſents, 
| worthy of her own and Salomon's magnificence, a hun- 
dred and twenty talents of gold, vaſt quantities of pre- 
cious ſtones and perfumes. She entered the royal city, 
ſhe viewed the palace and the Temple, ſhe ſtood aftoniſh- 
ed at the richnef and boldneſs of the architecture; but 
when ſhe came to hear the wiſdom of the king”s dif. 
courſe, and confidered with what depth of knowledge he 
reaſoned: upon every ſubject, ſhe ſeemed in 'a yes. — 


tranſported out of herſelf. The dignity of divine Wort 


ſhip; the ſplendor of the court, the number of the King's 
_ officers, and the'regularity of his family added much to 
— ſurpriſe: ſhe owned, that her expectations had been 
far furpaſe; and that public fame, which fo often mag- 
nifies, had here fallen far ſhort of the reality. She ſcem- 
ed to envy the happineſs of thoſe, who were employed 
in the ſervice of ſo great a prince, and were near enough 
to catch the wiſdom, that dropt from his lips. Being 
then convinced of what ſhe never could have ered: : 
ſhe had not 8 emp nes Tok to for uo into her 
own cou 0 with ats ar more Ne 
ous; than thoſe the had brought. © | 
The arrival of the queen of abs from the ſouth, to 
view the wonders and to hear che wiſdom of king Salo- 
mon, is mentioned A bleſſed Saviour in his Goſpel, 
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ought. to be of his 1 2 ile. 
many years had been the temple 
to be moſt ſhamefully polluted hr oy neue uo Tay 
| "RAP. the once cheriſhed fava God and men, 
one abyſs into another; 2 f bis wiſdom, 
hor hom the arch of luſt 5 Waden 0 A idolatry. 
— no c gn. 6. quſand wives, ſeven hun- 


pm — the ti of E Nat pat 
at that time permitted h the J. 
in theaw; * ially of idolatrous 
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bot pogcived himſelf. A conduct 
F en ben ow ily years 
olf age. and e God's fever 
 dignation, ty 8 40 him, 4% 2+; "he 
Had dane twice before. to approve his actions or to grant 
In farqurs, but ta FORD oo 18 ju opts 
him for his e en 
_ ſhould be divided, and the rear * om it pe The do his 
ſervant; but that in. conſideration of his father David, 
this divifian Mould Nes place, till after his death. 
v . Jeroboam, the fon of Nabat, was the ſervant here point- 
dd at, and $alaman knew/it by what had paſſed 9 — 
him and the prophet Ahias. That Prophet havin 
with — 4 in the field, took his cloke and divi Ai it 
into twelve. parts, of which he — bien take ten, as a 


mark. of the divifion,' that God was about to make of the 
_ tubes of Iſrael, in ma of the b Soak 


n oboam was a man of good natural ab 
"ow . Salomon, 
Hat having. met contradiction, lifted up kis 


- hand 4 the King. 5 ſuch inſolence he bad no 
ö uns to expect his provokad 3 4 and be- 
ES EN by the miniſters 0 juſtice, ſa ſelf by 
a precipitate flight into Egypt. Salomon reigued/forty 
over with. great m ence: he ſlept with 
12 ſorefathers in the ſifty-ninth year of his "2, * was 
in the city of David, N the world in doubt, 
his memory be more worthy of praiſe or cenſure, 
whether he died the friend or enemy of his Creatar, the 
jest of his love or hatred. The holy Scripture informs 
us of his ſin, but makes no mention of his repeatance.: | 
whether he repented. or not, no one can politavely. fays 
jak he did, and: that in his book of Eccleſiaſtes 
48. the ſorrow of his heart for having ſinned, 
- and the vanity he found in all his. finful purſuits, -'_ 
Be that, a8. it Will; however fatal to himſelf the fall 
af Salomon may have been, it cannot fail of being ſer- 
viceable to thoſe, who view it with the eye 'of faith: It 
REI of all the A can gives the 
affluence of 


pomp: and pleaſures: ca 
att) 
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ſatisfy an immortal ſoul, nor make her happy: - Worldly 
enjoy ments never were poſſeſſed ſo. abu antly by any 
man, as by Salomon; and no man ever was fo thorough- 

- ty acquainted. with. their vanity and empty prom — > 
Vanity. of vanities, is the ſentence he has pronounced = 
upon them ; all is vanity and affliction of _—_— Wr ? 

it K to love WY and wth * Ae AA 0 
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of N. goeg - GALONON. to defray the eld er- 
Baer Fs c. H n he was at in his building: 
and manner of living, had burdensd 
His ſubjects with heavy taxes. Upon his death Roboam, 
his ſon and ſucceſſor, received an humble petition, from 
the people praying for relief. The young king took 
three days to conſider of it, during which time he.afſem- 
bled his council of ſtate to deliberate what anſwer he 
ſhould make. The moſt experienced counſellors,. who | 
had been employed by the late king, agreed in opinion, 
that the way for a prince to eſtabliſh his power, and to 
make himſelf maſter of his ſubjects, was to gan _ 
affections by lenient meaſures in the beginnin 7 
therefore adyiſed Roboam to give a favourable an wer * | 
his people upon the ſubject of their petition, To 2 


y F * 
1 15 A 
az 


prince in the vigour of youth, giddy Lich his 8 | 
con- 


power, and unconcerned about oh might be 
ſequence, this advice was not welcome. He addreſſed 
himſelf to the young men, who had been brought up 
with him, and were ready to flatter him with the advice, 
that was agreeable to his own notions. Young and un. 
experienced in the art of governing, he adopted the falſe 
yy of his flatterers, and anſwered the deputies of his 


ple in a very imperious language; inſtead'of leffen- 


ng he harſhly threatened to add ſtill more to their pre- 
ſent grievances, and inſtead of whips to beat them with 
ſcor «Hob The ſacred hiſtorian obſerves, that this im- 
prudent prince was by the ſecret judgments of God per- 
mitted thus to act, and thus to haſten on * 51 
0 
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of what Ahias had foretold to Jeroboam; For Roboam's 
anſwer to the deputies was no ſooner made public, than 
the people broke out into an open revolt, and vowed. 
never to ſubmit themſelves again to ſo lawleſs a maſter. 
The prince upon this ſeemed fenfible of the falſe ſtep he 
had made, and ſent Aduram, one of W officers, 
to ap the tumult, before it ſhould” riſe too high. 
But the flame of ſedition was now kindled: Jeroboam, 
who was come back from Egypt, had been active in 
blowing up the'coals ; Aduram was no ſooner ſeen, than 
ſtoned to death, and it was but by flight, that the king 
eſcaped out of their hands. In this ferment of the peo- 
ple all Iſrael, that is to Tay, ten of the tribes, withdrew 
7 bareate allegiance to the houſe of David, and choſe 
Jeroboam for their king. Roboam fancied that he had 
ſtrength ſufficient to bring them back to their duty, and 
that by force of arms they wo be ' compelled to ac- 
knowledge his — With him there remained the 
tribes of Benjamin and Juda, which laſt was by far the 
moſt conſiderable. He raiſed an army of a hundred. , 
and-eighty thodſand men, with an intention to purſue _ 
hisjuft rights; but an inſpired man, whoſe. name was 
Simeias, - unexpectedly came to him, and on the part of 
God forbade'him to proceed againſt ſeroboam and his 
brethren of Iſrael, becauſe nothing had happened in this 


. 
* 
— 
- 


* 
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revolution of affairs, but as God himſelf had ſaid. 
Thus thro! the indiſcretion of a young king, began the 
long and fatal diviſion of the Iſraelites amongſt them- 
ſelves; thus within the narrow limits of a ſingle nation 
were erected the two diſtinct kingdoms of ſuda and Iſrael. 
In this remarkable epoch of the ſacred hiſtory it appears, 
that God diſpoſes of the ſtate of nations, as he pleaſes, 
and that on him depends the fate of kings no 5 than 
that of other men. The moſt wiſe of men left his crown 
to an imprudent ſon, and the irregularities of Salomons 
advanced age were viſibly puniſhed by the folly of Robo- 
am's youth; The fooliſhneſs of Roboam in preferring the 
opinion of his young companions to theſage advice of his 
old counſellors, bears an exact reſemblance with the mis- 
fortune of thoſe, who will liſten only to ſuch adviſers, as 
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My. v 2 e Seen, 1 
Aid FEROBOAM. fwbng'himieiFmmdter 
Brine 0 e of the ten / ty bes of Ines, adopted 


© "a MyRet off politics, whichiis bot tc 
often followed byefuen Chriſtians as mae rell * 
ſeryiear ts their intereſt: Dhis-implous parſe we $5 was pens” | 
ſuaded, that ſhou}dhe' let his ſabjecis eee 
pubi duties of religtom in. W 19 off Jeruſdlemy**” 
they would by degrees have leſs? 2 for” hind and* 
perhaps return to the allegiance of! their former ſore = 
reipty; he therefore ordered tuo golden enlvæs ti be nide;> 
ons o ihieh he ſet op in Betheh andathe other in Dau, 
and divine honours to be paid to-themy-as toitheiGodyy - | 
who had broaght:them out of Egypt. Torhem heteregii 5 
dito ſtately altars; and in the worſhip-of! hip idots” her 
ſtrove to imitate the form / that. was 9 
of the trus Gods Hethimfſelfi'was the? grand perſchmer“ 
of dfv wN u As ee, 
ſtanding: upon the altärartBethel, — — — 
i 1. 


to hig Adel, a prophet ffom jada came 
name of. Gad thus cried our! a br oe the: ale * AN. 
ſaid he, a'chitd ' of tth&@houſs of Dawid, bymnameföfü, 
ſhall be born, aud be ſhall immiviatesſupbrtcthee* the? 
prieſts of the high plates, WH¹BO n burm incenſe upon 
thee; and he ſhal! burn men's /bonegvupon”theet? An 
as a teſtimony of the truth I utter the altar ſhui : fortnj- 
with be rent, and the aſhes; that ars upon tt / ſhalb be 
poured out.. Tue altar that iuſtaut Iplit taſunderʒ and 
Jo ofiaxking of Juda literally falfitted the propheeythreer! | 
undred and fifty years afterwards? . Jersboam inſtendo 
| 2 rofitirip by this wee ale en ee, i 
ae e n et inte] © 
tody; In the violenee of his rage he ſtretehed fort H 
hand againſt the mam of God, and itwithered, noru⁷⁰ 
he :abie t drawit back again; Diſarmed ä 


1 


nap ase jv. rt and brows. 
mble lu is cure, pra 

#7 gee the free ale of vis he prophes as -- 6g 
* — he had loſt it. He acknowledged the favour, 
and ** his benefactor home to dine with him, which 


poſitively 2 upon the account, that 
* forbid. him either to eat or drink. i 
t place. The man 4 80 25 departed Ne and . 
— after overtaken. by an old prophet, who > dw 
in in Bethel. This old prophet having been ;- formed by _ 
his ſons of whatithe man of God had done that day in 
Bethel, gra as, re | = bring him to his . - 
dauer he robes ye 77 5 3 3 
tin under a 2 courteon ated. and invited 
- to dine; 's Rp Phet of Jada replied, that the 
Lard had forbidden him to M98 ox ine the leafl. thing in 
— On ppon which the man, of Bethel ſaid, I 210 
;and. have been admoniſhed by an 45 
of of the, Loop to follow and to. bring thee back to. Bethel, 
may there. eat and drink together. The pro- 
d Juda Ine be perſuaded : he returned with 
e as they, 2 fitting, together at 
„ AE of. Of ork was inſpired to reprimand him 
diſobedience, aud to, tell him, fince he had re- 
or Wh and eat contrary to the command of. od, that 
his-bones ſhould, not be buried. in the ſepulchre of. his 
ra; The prophet of Juda roſe. up, and depart- 
ed : be had not gone. 7035 before a lion met and killed 
him an the. way. WN d man yy ae of the acci- 
the lion, ſtanding over the dead 
h 8 up, and carried back 
. be e Ne and ordered his own bones 
buried in the ſame grave. | Thus the 
| ſpoken ; and falblles the ſame day, 
As one .fip is oftentimes the puniſhment of another, 
Saint Gregory. tha that the diſobedience, into which 
the 1 1 +, Jada fell, Ne 120 page been the conſe uence ; 
x? Wop t in ſeeing himielf pri- 
Wi of 2 Nothing is 10 11 "= 
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Und mms unde dag a vain eonceit of one's: 
and that perchance may have milled che pruphet af 


mmterpret, and chen to break the ener bs ad received; = 


Being deceived by the invitation e 195-1 3 on ; 
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511 59 e yg 
ſtruggle and pepp ual bfoodfiieal Wer u ws fo 
reig bee two an twenty years, de fit ſhed a wieked 1 | 
by 4 unhapf y death,” His name is never mentioned in 
the ho Scripture bot With deteſtation, on account of 
his ha\ ig fer up p' the worſhip of idols, was follow 
ed by all the kings his facceflors, in the rope of re Wel, | 
till 2 end was Rr to that 3 
Nadab, a 4 equally wicked; Ms This Tacks Father, 
and reigned "twp years 1 both of 
bis crown and 2 2 Bat purſued the fame 
violent method to bee the 3 
ed to get id: he e every branch of 
ſtock, Sit by that Vioody Fa Ou rnonts the ve | 
tence, which the Sons Aa had ſome years — 
ger. e againſt Jeroboam, in games teh _— 
Having thus fixed Ms famaly, 4 he 1 2 29 
thi ate of Alraet, he declared PAS 1ſt A 
of Juda. Afa had lately Tuceeeded Ris Wieked — 
Abias, who reigned but three years after che death of 
his father Roboam. The piety and seal for religion, 
which diſtinguiſhed Aſa's reign, det, the'lelling 
of God upon his arms, and was yon wy glo- 
rious victories, Which the armies of Tuda #4 
their enemies: for he had almoſt con — 1 
rae), and the Iſraelites were not able to ſtand _ 


[4 


1 u i = os 


him id the geld. Baaſa alter a eruel and turbulent reign 
1 N died, and left the cron to his ſon 
2 


is prince wn — reign noe: of 
Jehu a holy prophet,; who had denown ſame hea- 
* — Aaaſa's Las Reaſa bimſelf 


no more than two years; for Zambri, Who was captain 


of half the cavalsy, formed a conſpiracy and murdered 


AW he was —. at table in the governor's houſe of 
Ry , and dec] a 


bri's was no ſooner known” in the camps than 
Anariz ho commanded the army, was choſen og by 
upiverial conſent, Amti refuſed not the ſceptre, which 
che ü | favour of the people put into his hands. 


E. brave, he marched. directly againſt his 
n who had mut himſelf up in the city of Ther- 
A« | 


ambri finding himſelf cloſely beſieged by a reſo- 


lute and active enemy, and ſeeing the city in danger of 
being taken, ſhut himſelf up in the royal palace, which 
he ſet fire to, and periſhed in the flames ſeven days after 
he had traiterouſly imbrued his hands in- the blood of his 
lawful ſoverezgn. . | 1 "= 


Zambti died in bis fine, Sys the holy Seripture, and 


by the tragical end, he made, has ſhown the world, 
how odions- a. tyrant. is both to God and men. The 
man, who might have been happy, had he been content 
to move within the bounds in which: his fortune firſt pla- 


ced hum; became uahappy the very moment, that the 


defire of Jawleſs power carried him beyond his (| 5 


The title and-zhe crown, Which he bad acquired by the 


murder of his royal maſter, could not give him peace of 


mind: tortured with remorſe, and hurried away by deſ- 


pair, he condemned himſelt to the flames, and thus be- 


* 


came the ſelf-exeeationer of a criminal, equally impious 
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himſelf king upon the ſpot. Zam 
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A eity for bie royal reſidenee, and culled it Samaria. 


After a wicked reign of twelve years, he had His ſon 


Achab ſor ſueceſſor in the throne! This prince having 


dom of Ifrael. It was in this 
Elias appeared, and began to exert” the power ths had 


married Jezabef, ” a daughter of the king of Sidon, 


| brought in the worſhip'of Bast) the'Sidowlan 166); and 


decame the very worſt? of his 2 x opp Sek ki 
n ays that rent 


received of working the moſt ſtupendous miracles in ſup- 


port of the true religion. To puniſh che tribes of [ſrael 
for their. crimes,” which were at that time ſwelled to an 


enormous height) and to make them mindful of the 
God, whom they og abandoned, the prophot- by his 


yers ſhut up the heavens from giving any rain for 
2 years.” Phi long drought - cauſed n"Wreatfal fa- 


| F mine over all the land: While others felt the'\paniſh- 


ment due to their fins, the prophet was miraculouſly 
ſupported by the divine hand,” which fills every creature 
with benediction. His place of reſidence» was at firſt 
near the torrent Carith, where the ravens brought him 


| bread and meat every morning and evening, pi he 
drank of the'pure Rreaty. "The ſpring being at laſt dri- 
ed up, he was directed by Almighty God de goto Sa- 


rephta, a town of the Sidonians,: where a widew woman 


Would provide him witly what was neceſſary.” As he 


came near the town; he found" a poor woman picking 
up a few ſticks: he aſked her for ſomething to drink; 


_ ſhe went to feteh him a draught of: Water, and as The was 


going on towards her own” Rouſe, he called after her to 
Ding him alſo ſomething to eat. She anſwered him, 
that a handful of meal and a little oil was all ſhe had for 
the ſupport of herſelf and ſon ; that ſhe was going to 
, reſo k for them both, that * might eat and die. 
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The holy man comforted the woman in her diſtreſs, bade 
her go and firſt make him -a little cake of the meal and 
oil ſhe had, and ef that make for herſelf and ſon ; for 


chat heiter che one hor the Other mould fall, as long * 


| os peri continued. The Widow went and di 
told her. Both he and ſhe and her family 

cat; gue" from that day the pot of meal did not waſte, 

not was the oil diminiſhed, She was happy, tho' of an 


0 11  Rolatrous country, to entertain a prophet of the living 


_ God under her roof, and by rendering him a ſervice, 
; - wineh was reſuſed him in the land of Iſrasl, ſhe refigur- 
nai ed the futute faith of the Gentiles, ſucceeding the incre- 
dulity of we Jews, Bat the death of her only ſon hap- 
+ "he ſoon after, changed her joy into ſorrow; The 
pbet was moved at her misfortune, and having a faith 
in Soc equal to his compaſſion for the diſtreſt mother, 

dertbok to raiſe ihe child to life again. He took the 
© breathleſs Corpſe out of the widow's arme, carried it to 
; his aan laid it upon his bed, and ſtretched and mea- 

himſelf wo the child three times, and cried to 

oh! Lord and Lord my God, let the ſoul of this 
child, I beſeech thee, return into his body. The Lord 
heurd the voce of Elias; the child revived; Elias took 
him don 4 his mother, and ſaid, Behold, thy/ fon 
ee! 2168 ic [5] * 

In this inftance, Alias bs bright 0 of ot be · 
1 charity, which all good men owe and pay to 
bone another. To condole with our ſuffering brethren, 
to grieve with'the afflicted, to comfort the diltreſt, to 
1100 to their relief, to become little with the little, nd 
weak with the weak; as far as can be done withoat _ 
ing to fin, is the exerciſe of that Chriſtian charity, which 
_ teaches us to love Ou neighbour as ourſelves. To . 
come all to all, that he might gain all to Chrift, was the 
7 8 ; of Saint Paal, and ſtill is the ſtudy of thoſe holy! 
| men, who according to their ſtation in life are bos to 
"FRI the let R ds My 1 5 b 


14 


* 1 "8. 
SEES . % 7 14 232 - 4 $5 4 * 
8 , Pad . 


- — ? 
4 p # : p 1 ; þ of - 4 
TE FX. 0 Sj F 10 7 5 Ss 17 1 7 N R 58 
1 2 „ . 4 & f # 5 #3 p 0 * 
* 
8 
' - 


„„ „„ 


 Aupplied chem wich all the nedefſaries of life. This hol 


| #frae), and gathered together t | 
mountain. Elias came according to. agreement, and 
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n 7. 7, HILE | : prophe Jac np. -- A 
3:fore J. C. dog. VV in his retreat under, the ho of 
ofa} zag Þ roof at- Safephita,, Achab and Jazabel 
made, diligent, ſearch after him with MO of purting 
him to death, as the cauſe of the heavy 'dilaſters,... that 
diſtreſſed; the nation; but not being able to. diſeover 


Where he was, they. wreaked their, vengeance pen the 
A Was COMM 


Prieſtz of the Fr + Aroddll app deut a 
menced. againk them. Achab at that'tipie;hed for the 
intendant of his palace a man of extzaosdiaary virtue, 
called Abdias, who to ſcreen as many as be Sd from | 
the fury. of their perſecutors, Rad concealed ne fower 

„ wa in caves, wherd he privately 


722 [as he was ranging che country, to ſee if he could 
ad any graſs-for his horſes and mules, met Blias, who: 
by divine inſpiration had left his retreat, The;prophet 
bade him go and tell his maſter, that Ellas wan Wers“ 
Abdias was afraid of undertaking / the commiſſios, being, 
in doubt, whether. the prophet miglit not y of in the: 
mean time, and thereby enpoſe him to the king's indig - 
nation. Elias aſſured him by the Lord of hoſts, that bis 
reſolution was to ſee the king that day. Abdias there- 
tore informed. Achab of. it, and Achab came to meet 
lias. As ſoon as he ſaw. him, he with E ſtern ſeverizy, 
laimed, Art thou he, who ttoublelt Kmack? To nem 

lis, with a ſpitit of zeal and foftitude not td be daunt-. 
ed by threats, nor ſilenced by contempt, anſwered, R js 
not I, who trouble Iſruel 3 it is yo, O prince; it is; the 
Houle of your father, who have leſt. the true God, and 
ſacriſiced to Baal. Nevertheleſs, call together the pe- 
e of Iſrael, continued he, fend for the prophets o Ba»; 


and let them meat me upon mount Carmel.  Achab, 
in compliance with his regveſt, ſent to the children of, 
he prophets upon the 


addrgfſed himſelf to the Iſraelites In the following man- 
ner: 


©. 


* 


ks be 


E. 


reſe theirs, and lay ãt 


— —_— | 22 = proved of the 
| propo dpdoſal; ' Phe pro tot; n in-the-frft place 
to prepare hey>laid:it upon the altar, and 


called upon Baal from morning till mid- day but xeceiv- 
edinoanſwer; Tou call not loud enough, ſaid- Elias to 
them; Baal does not hear you: ſtrain your vi high- 


er, your God is perhaps aſleep, or on a journey, or talk- 
ing, or at an inn. Piqued at the prophet's raillery, they. 
exerted themſelves anew, they bawled aloud, they leap- 
eld over the altar, they ſlaſhed themſelves with knives and 
Kincets, but could get no anſwer from Baal. The hour 
of niid-dayiwhs.clapſed ; Ehas * 22 
and bade them repair the old ſtone altar of the Lord- 
whichhadi been once there, but was then broken down: 
he drew a gutter round it, piled up the wood in order, 
_ and laid his digjointed victim on the top. This done, 
he ordered water: to be brought, and poured- upon the 
pile, till it was thoroughly ſoaked, and the gatter filled 
with the running: ſtream. the hour appointed for the 
ſacrifice being oôme, the prophet in a ſolemn: ptayer ad- 
dreſſed him ſelf to the God. of Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob. 
chat he would maniſeſt his glory to the children of Iſrael, 
and cbnvince them; that he was the Lord their Cod. 
He had no ſooner ſpoke, than the fire of the Lord fell, 
aud confiimed not only the holocauſt, dä che hole file 
and. very ſtones of the altar. The evidence of me mira - 
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room for any doubt or eply 3 the' people fell Mis ere. 
d. and conſeſſed, that the Lord was theonly: 
DE, Then ſeize upon the prophets of Baal, cried out 
Elias, and let not one eſcapes; his order Was obeyeds 
and the impoſtors ſuffered immediate death as their 
crimes deſerved. The prophet then prayed to Goda” 
ſecond time, that he would open the Heavens, : :andiler 
bis ſhowers: fall again apon the earth. /Fhe clduds, * 
he prayed, began to gather, and ſcaroe had che . i 
time to reach the town rp pee 
of rain enſued. den bn ei nn 1939 off 
This ſtory of Elias, ſay the holy Fathers; diſplays tho 
force of truth in the ſtrongeſt colours, and marks ont the 
influence, it has upon the minds of men. Borne up b 
that confidence, w his conſcience gave him, =. 
ſtood firm. in —— to God, tho alone and ſurrou 
ed by a whole nation of his enemies In his perſon ve 
lee verified the laying of Saint Jerom, That eruthifortits 
ſupport wants but few defenders; no number = pp 
r ee nee, ee eg ee 134 Vaal 155 
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4. M. go. N aickbs Jezabel, being told by 1 


Before. G 908. Achab, howrher prophets had been 
4 put to dench, ſent to let Klias KhOW, 
unt before the end of four and twenty hours; he ſheuld 
experience the ſame fate. The holy prophet tremblec 
at the threat, and fled out of the territories of Israel o 
Berſabee of Juda. There he diſmiſſed his ſervant, | 
went forward one:day's journey into-thedefert;+ By this | 
ſudden vieiſſitude of courage and timidity in ſo ee 
t we ſee, ſays Saint Gregory, hom inconſtant 
man is of himſelf amidſt: the various incidents ot life, 
and how ſoon after the moſt heroic actions he falls hace, 
if not. ſtrengthened from above, into his natural late f 
deſpondency and weakneſs. Elias having eſcaped int 
the lonely deſert, ſpent with fatigue, r opprefied with 
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-:0f :Almighty/God:to:take him ent f 
lids, Ne laid himſeif down to ſleep upon the ground, 
and an Angel of dhe Lord appeared and woke him, fay- | 
ing Arie and eat. Me opened cis mand ſaw a f 
and A piceber:ofiwateriplaced near his head 3 he eat and 
denne, and compoſed bimfelf ac ſleap again The un- 
Tel game a bend time, and bade him eat agein, be. 
cauſe he had a great way tego. Theiprophet roſe up, 

and being: ſtrongthened with. that miraculous bead. 
wich by he commentators-of holy writ is oon ſidered [a3 = 


an emblem of the bleſſed Euchariſt, which nonziſbes ver = 
ſouls with, b 1 
he cantinged his joartey fur forty days end forty nights 


together, illdte came abe mauntaib of Horeb, Where 
he concealed bimſelf in a cave. There he received an 
order from Almighty God to repair back thro? the deſert 
to Damaleue, where die. ſhould: anint Hazael king of 
Syria; he was alſo ordered to anoint Jehu to be king of 
Laa und e to. he D obedience to this 
order, Elias left the mountein of b,. ant is b 
towards Damaſcus found Eliſem ploughing with twelve 
yoke-of onen in à field. Ie ſpread his mantieorerhim, 
as he had been commanded, and made him u pfophet. 
Eliſeus feeling himſelf changed, as it were, into another 
man, laſt abe oxen and fan after Elias, ſaying Let we 

only: go and take my leſt farewell of my father and me- 
ther at homes and] will; fellow the. Elias Laid GG 
and geturn haelt, fur that which was my part, Ihe 
dong de dhe. Gliſens returned, ook u yoke f the on 
he-wes Ploughing withs invited che people: to G 
hve — ? —— — im 
he ſollower ioſepar diſeiple o R 
| Blilens, ſaye Saint Ambroſe, left bis father to follow 
Elia, from whom he enperienbed every kindnefs ani! 
every deneſit-of a father's. love. Being the tudioas imi- = 
tator af hie muſterꝰ o/ virtura, he became his heir amd fuo- = 
— ia che git aſ praphecy and miracles. Thus in 
vld-gettaments. as well as in the new, we-have the 
Patterns of perfetion formed in the ſchool f 
1 the luſtre of their v 10. 


have 
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have drinra-orhere re Lankan le. Tn the law of 
grace we have this advantage above thoſe of the ancient 

teſtament, that we ſee the path of virtue traced out to us 
not only by-the men of God, but abſo by/a-God-man, 
Jeſus Chriſt in-the-aQions he performed, as Saint Auſtin 
remarks, ſo tompered the actions of his divine and hu- 
man nature together, as to place the imitation of his 
virtues within the reach of our weak capacities. We 
proſeſs ourſelves his followers and the imitators of his 
virtues: and great at the laſt day muſt be our confuſion. 
before the Whole world, if we ſnall appear to have acteu 
in contradiction with ourſelves, and be found — 1 
of thoſe ornaments of humility, ſelf denial, and patien 

Which pigs can wo te ade of e Rl 
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every exceſs ol impiety, the crown of 
from Aſa to his for Joſaphat. Aſa in 
duct had been — —.— prince, aud uiſhed: him- 
ſelf by many heroic actions. He ban —˖- 
of idols, built cities, and reſtored good order amo 
bis ſobjetts. During his reign, Tara the ä 
vaded the territories of j udea witch million af men: 
Aſa collected his troops, and tniſting in ide hand of G 
more than in the force of his arme, drove the invaders. 
back with great confuſion and total overthrow: _ 
vaſt army. But being aſterwards attacked by Baaſa,: 
of Iſrael, he did not ſhow the like — Unmindf 
of the power, which had reſcued bim from — 4 
the and Lybians, he made un alliance with 
the king of Syria. Almighty-Godiwas-difpleaſed- wit 
his Q, and ſent the {Hanani to tell him, 
that ſince he had his confidence in the king of 
Syria, and not in the Lord his God, wars from that day 
NS ariſe againſt him. The W — 
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a man, who had afted contrary to it. Aſs, notwith . 
ſtanding his piety, ordered che ti to be impriſon · 
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ed,” and many of his ſubjects, who had diſpleaſed him, 
to be put to death. The Seripture moreover blames him, 
when he was ſielx, for relying more upon the Kill of his 
phyſietans, than upon the help 6f God's hand. Thus, 
after having merited for many years che character of a 
jaſt and pions! prince, be finifhed his reign by a 
tos Jes." Aer retpy of e years 
to his © Aﬀer's reigu of one and ferty years, 
he was ſucceeded by his on Joluphar, a prince not leſs 
diſtingoiſhed for his religious, than for his kidgly virtues. 
He purſued the path, chat David had traced St to him. 
His great zeal for religion endeared him to Almighty 
God, and was the fource of boundleſs 9 chat 
flowed in both upon himſelf and ies people. Not ſatis- 
fed with the bare; orders, that his father had given for 
n more ſacrifices to be made to Baal, ke ſtruck at the 
very root of the evil, and demolithed the groves and pla- 
ces of | ſuperſtitious worſhip,” that had been made upon 
the tops of mountains, as ignorance is commonly: 
ths "cauſe" of abuſe in religious matters, he yo omar 
thre* the towns" of his dominions' virtuous Priefts' and 
Levites,,who mould in the Law to his ſubjefts; and! 
teach the obſervance of t. With chis-attention to the 
duties of religion, Joſaphat joined an unwearied appli- 
ote the welfare of his people, and to pro- 
—_— ſecurity of his ki againſt the attacks 
foreign powers. In the art of governing he 1 ed. 
all: bis 2 — vr that means — þ himſelf not 
only reſpected, but feared-by the neighbouring princes. 
Conſtant facceſs attended his arms, whenever he was 
compelled to turu chem againſt the enemies of his coun- 
try. In the perſon of this prince God ſeems to ſhow, * 
that he takes d pleaſure in heaping honours and glory 
upon them, who are faithful in their duty of honour 
and reſpeR co him. For God honours-thoſe, who hoͤ— 
nour him, and covers them with contempt, who con- 
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* with dt. Nabothfs ele 
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of his mind, defied i to know: the: cane, ambupes dr 
_ tolling her what. it was, ſe rephied a Well doeſt 
_ thonnrighs and gest is thy Us 
- rack fi: thy, 
_ Inmll-peocpreatdotibees;: 
is the. 


ay 1nthes 
power extends: not ta; Nah N vineVerd' <1 
She therefore wrote 8 Jewen: 
of Achab, I ſealed: it with his gp ud] 
ancients, and / chief mes of e, Wills: 
ny FR — 
my againſt God. 
The, order wand ſobnet 
apano too 
thonghtiof!; - 


ſeat i id; to 


it was in vainttaplead, <theuwitnelſes were oh ee 
od ſwesr, as they H direttecb t Naboth was 
guilty, condemned ande ſtoned tho nia days genabelo 


an that; he migbt — 
abs vineyards 
Athabi:immediately chaftened:; 


Naboth;.. 
eſſed thyſelf of his vineyard, but ig aha 
"__ ! where the _"—_ _w_ * the blood of _ 
| on, 
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linth;- they ſhilblick thy blood alſo ; thy race; like that 
gere n and B. * „and ſezabel 
ſhalb-be- devoured by in the field ef Jezrabel. 


ſoon aſter ĩn a War againſt the Syrians, 
— his: ———— yo 2 had 
married his foimto: Athalia,. ane of Achab's daughters, 
_ accompanied him to battle. This religious prince being 
uni ſing to lengage iu an enterprize df chat importance 
without conſuleing God, Achab ordered four hundred of 
4 ets itocattend;. who unanimouſty agreed in the 
_ anſwer; .chatthey; knew would flatter their maſter. But 
his dic not ſatisfy .the king of Juda; be deũred to 
1 of the Lord was to be fbund: Ac. 
haba 'thete was one: but one, whom he could 
not hear, becauſe he never promiſed him any thing Akut 
was good. Joſaphat begged he might ſee and hear what 
he had to ſay, The prophet was then ſent for: it was 
8 Micheas, whoibeingaminftrafted inthe art of 


the 
evil flattery, contradicted every thing, that the falſe pro- 
f rr the un ſucceſiſl war 
| im Achab's death. Achab ordered hin to be 

_ cantediol/ immediately to priſonp to be there fed with 
the cbraadi of r and water of 3 re- 
tunn ũn peaoe: If thou return in peace the pro- 
| Rheklithe Lord hath-not ſpoket by me. 'king was 
words, and in conſey 
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Syrian op 
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ve each other battle. 
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2 ſtream of blood guſhed from the wound he-ordered 
his chatioteer to drive him out of the ſield of battle; and 
be died at night. His chariot was drawn to the " 
Samaria, where it was waſhed; and the dogs 1 up. 
his blood, as the Lord had ſpoken. 80 inetitable ib the 
ſtroke, that God has once decreed againſt the crimes of 
men ! The moſt potent monarchs; when! their time id 
eee eee 
ubjeQ : in our of their p ity they may chan 
der at others, ſays Saint Auſtin, but the of Heaven, 
when be 8, hurls down: the vengeance, Which is: 
due to their ĩimpietꝝy ; and then it is, that they, who ac 
cording to the words of holy Scripture appeared like gods 
ypon- the earth, are no more than duſt and aſhies beſore 
Doe oa ed or ob ü t 0 645 
n ya r out dom ad bee ieee ne 
rr ene 
NIV. Elias taken up to: Haben. I Kings .. 
FE UE EC 35079, 8010 ESR 36 42 D3ngn feb wh ih; 
A. 1 1 HAB, being ſlain. in the manner 
Before fa C. 892. , £ As we have related, was ſucceeded 
14 A. mod: in the throne by his ſon Ochorias. 
This pꝛince, who inherited both his parents vices, und 
trodſin their ſootſtepo, loſt bis life in the ſecond/year: f 
his reign by! an accidental, fall from a indess. Being 
2 danger from the bruiſe he received he ſent td 
confult Beelaebub, the god of Accaron, whether he were 
to live or dir. It Was an inſult the moſt: abominable 
to the God-of Iſrael, that à king of the Jewiſh nation: | 
ſhould have recousſe in his: diſtreſs to the ptince of dark- 
| neſs. Elias on the part of God met the king's meſſen- 
gers, and told them, that Ochozias ſhould not rife from 
che bed, on which he lay ; and that fiace he had ſent to 
conſult Beelzebub, as if there were no God in Iſrael, he 
ſhoold moſt certainly die. The meſſengers returned; and 
gave an account to the king of the man, they had ſeen;- 
and of tha things, he had laid. By the deſeription 
his dreſs and pefſon Ochozias knew it to be Elias, and 
ivitantly, ordered a captain with a company of äfty men 
to go and apprehend him. The captain went up to him, 
as 
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wer fake a/the of a bill; as riou 
commanded wes hp fin viouſly 
_ — a4 II be a mat of God, let ſire comer down from 
and con ſume thee with thy men: und it did ſo. 
| The g ſent another company,-compoſed-of an 
number of men; to the holy prophet; | Phe captain de- 
lvered his orders with the ſame diſreſpect, as the former; 
and by the ſame fate. The captain of a third 
company, being ſent gpon the ſame errand, 
more cautiouſly: he preſumed not to approach ſo near 
to the man of God, but ſtood at an awful diſtance, and 
in the moſt veſpectfol terme begged, that he would con - 
deſcend to return with him to t king. The holy pro- 
phet complied with the officer's requ &, and being ad- 
mitted into the king's preſence, repeated to him the fa- 
tal ſentence of death, which happened ſoon after. This 
is the laſt public action, that 1» related of Elias. The 
time appointed for his tranſlation from earth to heaven 
was at hand; his diſciple Elifeus had a knowledge of it, 
and was determined not to let him out of his ſight. Eli- 
as tried three different” times to'retire from hich, as if he 
wanted to be alone, and Eliſeus each time declared; that 
he would not leave him. They came to the banks of the 
Jon >- Elias ſmote the waters with his cloke, and the 
ivided ſtream opened them a dry Frogs” to the other 
ſide. Being gone over, Elias bade ſciple aſk ſome 
favour of him, before they + eng Eliſeus aſked: him 
for his two-fold {| — hecy and miracles; That 
is u thing Gone — replied Elias; never- 
theleſs, 12 ſee: — No -aſcend' towards the heavens, 
you ſhall o it. They went on walking and diſ- 
courſing er, when-behold ! a fiery chariot and fiery 
horſes on a ſudden them afunder; Elias ſlipt in- 
to the chariot, / was carried ap in a whirlwind to- 
warde heaven, and —— ſaw him. As he mounted, 
he let fall his mantle, as his laſt and only legacy to his. 
dear diſciple, who ſtood locking and calling after him. 
Eliſeus took up the mantle of Elias — reſpeR, and 
_ received it; — Saint Chryſoflom; as a precious armour, 
_ n to cover rr 25 l had covered his maſter, 
+ OI T7 8 34-2. 858; * 7 againſt”. 
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that Chriſtian poventy,of ſpirit; whiah d f — — 4 
thoſe, who-poſſeſs it, againſt the alluring? Dn 
a wicked world. This humble  povernyy gf Ipirt i 
ſouree, from whence the true diſeiples e Mus 1 
dtas/ che greateſt ſpiritual -bleſlings 5 wird hig de lies 
content, eee mic a. en 
Vanitins, 01 . 1 WITT 
4 +IN a ar MITE GJ 1 Yo bee Ft 9 oft! tig Sep tre © a 
' 95 Dit T7 6 442) akte odd 4” 
* Bliſew-- rye ts 229 
Er tere 2 
— en Bo Degen immediately, abies 
ak. 693. the miraculous daten e F-5rwf 
to give con vincing hrafe, shat he was 
Gully pollaſſad of ahe-giſt ba ad Aid fn, Nen 
exertion of his power was upon the water of the Jordan. 
He had ſeen his maſter dinide the ſtream, as they came 
, And in tis return expected to de the ſame, He 
gevek-the Miatem wich the mantle of Bliss, Which he. had 
in dis hand, but the waters did not divide. Hi fai 
was not dejected ; be ſtruck the rivers: cond. canes 
and with an animated-confidence exclaimed,” Where as 
now the God of Elias! The waters, as she They han 
been ſenſible of 122 inftantly divided 
hither and thither, and the prophet +palleg aver on d 
ground between them. Some of 4he-inbabitants of hen 
cho, who ſtood over again him,; ſaw the Wender he had 
wrought, and being thereby convinced, chatte ſpirit of 
Elias was given to Eliſeus, they! advanced o meet him, 
and received him with a religious reſpoct. Me romaine | 
ſome days in the city, during which time the citizens te- 
preſented to him that, notwithflauding: their delightful. 
ſituation, the waters of Jericho were very bad and their. 
ſoil barren, and therefore! begged, that he would mae 
uſe of his miraculous power in their fſavonr, The pro. 
phet liſtened to their requeſt: he bade them bring him. 
a new veſſel with ſome 1alt; which being bronghe, he 
went arp 8. ſalt into the + ſpring which err 
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4 Aon _ with water, -aforing them, that: God would” 
hencefarward heal both. the, 9 wa- 
ters, and the 8 of fi 1 The effect follow-. 
ed the prophet's ptomiſe. The efßcacy of, his word, . 
ſayd Saint: —— rock f not — WI0e: the, ſuperficial. 
ſtream, that flowed along the ground, it alſo penetrated | 
inte the hidden channels, bealed, the — + ource, and. 
communicated. the dleſſiag: of life to. future NErations, .. 
For by rendering the waters wholeſome, 1 preſerr- 
ed the lives of thouſands, who became the fathers of a 
ore pros rh otherwiſe have neuer ſprung to 
Thie, according to the ſame holy Father, was a 
figure of that wonderful change, which. Jeſus Chriſt has 
ſince — ory inthe-morals and belief of men throughout 
the world. Into the midſt of nations, tainted — che 
corraption of fin, be has ſent, his apoſtles, whom. 
F the ſalt of the earth, to, heal them of ae paſ 72 . 
and to make them fertile in good works miracle 
of Bliſeus, Which was,ſo.falutary.to the Wl 2 — N 
waa followed by another, which, ſhows, him by aye been. 
animated with the very ſpirit is way, to 
Bethel, one of the ſeats of Jeroboam's gad | 
met with ſome boys of the town, 8 perccving him 0 
be bald, began 10. inſult and impy e callbim.. 


Ehliſeus looked. back, ang e Wrath of God f 
upon them. He had ſcarce ſpoken 6a e, When, 
behold lu two bears came out of _—_ = eos! by 
and: deſtroyed two.and-forty of A Gee 


We may with reaſon ſay ee wha Saint 
Auſin ſaid on another, that BN of, of Eliſeus was 
par rophetic, wrath, which even, t arked out {$41 ah 
ortune of thoſe; unzoward children of the Church, who | 
wickedly. laugh Ne the croſs of Chri 15 
ace mafg Huch, Lays the hof Daftpr And tho? we 
not the beats bearing 22 Pre yet M 
know; that more deplorable is the ſecret havock N 
in their ſouls by mercileſs devils, to whom they ſe, 
er on account of the mockery and inſul to, 
hats they 9 Jeſus, ee e maxims 
end immoral Nb 908 air PER HOY! . 
＋ 1 K FY It's XVI. 
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2 3 the King; of Inch 
Before" FiO, Bow. ego "His Ce- 
ing do 1 a wick A e tho“ in 
a less ages an Mb neo, Rehab and Jerabel. Fer 


although ne töbk down the Raruts of Bol which his” 
father Had ſet up, yet he til! retained Jeroboum's' wore? 


an of the golden dives. Havihg' deeliret? war aguit it 
Moabites for refuſing him the 


tec the leing 
of fuda 70 430 Wim ith Rise 


— an army to his vMance, maT the king ef R 


zan to ſuffer for Wut of Waver“ It wis a Viflveſling 


ſituation ; the king of Ifrael Geaded the werft of gonſe-- = 


quences, and fabeied 
into tle hands of Moab, Jofaphat 
phet bf Ahe. wh Was chere th 
told % Who potted" w 
Elias. The Wor ee Lord is wich 
phat: the tler kings went immediately” 


cowld prevent their falling. 


for them,; 
| the hands'of 


to kim, and 


Joram war che rt to deft bis nediativh in their fa- 


vour. The requet of 4a , Whoſe ſuperſtition led 


him on every other occaſion to conſult the prophets of 
Jeroboam, Was not Hkely"r6-obraity any extraordinary 
| _ from the Gad 6f Abraham. Ge to the 


of thy father and mother, ſaid Flies to him: what 
to do With thee? Wete it not for te reſpect, 5 
hive for Jofaphat; "the king df Juda? 1 ould not have 
arded thee, nor hearkened to thy requeſt: bat bring 

me hither a hfictay A muſitian came, and as he be- 

gan to play, the prophery grew inſpired. ' Make the chan« 

nel full of ditches; ſaid he, for it ſhall be filled win wa- 
ter, that you may drink: the * will moreover deli. - 
4 ver 
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aal tribute, An . 


joined them — — ome en bg 1 Ad Meir 
a the” this” hb dy and Darren dee 
ſert of Idumea; nd enemy — mo they” mürched un 
fot feven days whhout an oppolitiott, When the arty 


myvired" if 80 pW - 
and Was 


Him, fid- Ja. 
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flowed with: water, [The Moabites 
n their march 
* drawn. their 
upon the borders ot their 
The riſing ſun ſpread 
upon the ſurface of the new ſtream, 
D e and fancy ing to be blood, 
ki diſagreed amongſt them- 
ſelves, and turned 13 ſwords 5 one 1-44 wa D 
Fall of chat notion they-confuſedly Burried on to collect 
the:{ppils. of 4. vifory, 40 they thought, already. gained 
to their hand. They advanced. to very camp of If. 
rael. The Iſraelites. received them ſword in hand, un- 
T attacked, and defeated. their whole army. 
lated with cheir good fortune, hey vigorouſly purſued 
their VIRary, farmed the enemies cities, and laid waſte 
: © COUnEEy, Moni ens renn. K+, 7 ty | 
_ Elzſeus did not confine his miraculous powers to thoſe 
circumſtances only, where kings and armies were to be: 
ſaveg from ruin be made the poar the objects of his 
charity, and inter ſared far/the relief of private. families. 
A poor widow, being oppreſſed with debt, and threat- 
ened * er creditor with the ſeinute of her two children, 
applied for relief o the holy phet. The prophet 
alked her, what ſhe had left, and hs anſwering 'nothing 


FI 


„ Way, 


with ber gil, Which ſhould.never ceaſe to zun, as long 
a5 the had an empty veſle] 40 receive it. The effect an- b 
ſwered her wiſhes ; the oil. was multiplied ſufficiently to 
ſatisfy; her creditor, and fill enough remained or her 
o nd children s uſe. F 
Thie mirgele, {aye Saint %§ marked the plen - 
tifulneſs of divine grace, which Holy GhoT has fince - 
diffuſed upon the Ace Chriſt. It is our duty, 20 in 


WW 


Saint Berhard, to pray daily far a ſhare of this holy 
but if we would chuſe to receive any conſiderable porti 


of it, w#ſhould be careful.to keep our hearts void of all 
2913 70 "04 Þ 9 ſenſual 
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_" fenfunl aud tentenb affettionss lor the netten vb e di- 
. vine er repleniſhes thoſe veſſets only, which it-finds 

Vain is the the 7 and ide is the attempt 
2 anite God and the world, the ſpirit aud che fleſty to- 
gether; they both war, againſt one Aatiother; *Noone 
Can atthe ſame-time run after the Er * er 
» IS ae of homers {id ray At BR Cont maus 
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Before 7. G 890. that he made through the country, 
oſten paſſed by the town of Sutam, 
„ virtuous woman bad by her huſband's conſent 


0 nee a little room for his uſc, and gave him 3 


friendly welcome, as often "as he came! In feturn for 


cee charitable ſervices, the prophet bade his ſervant a 


her, if he could procure her any favour from the king? 
the anſwered, none; What then can I do for her, repli- 
end the man of God? Do not aſk; ſaid Giezi, "for ſhe 
.; hath, no ſon. She [ſhall have a fn; anſwered likes, 
and ſhall conceive this very day. The event verified the 
.- predition.: The mother was happy in ber fon;' till his 


untimely death made her more diſconfolate, than if ſhe 


had never known, what it was to be à mother. She 
laid the breathleſs body upon Eliſeus's bed, and haſten 
eld to mount Carmel, his uſual place of reſidence; to re- 
late her misfortune; and open the anguiſh of het mind 
to the holy man. Eliſeus ſympathize with her in her” 
ſorrows, comforted her with hopes, and directed his man 


el Gieni to go with bis ſtaff; aud raiſe the child o life. 


GSiezi had not the faith of this maſter," nor che Waben 


| - requiſite great a work. He laid the prophet's 
— as been directed, upon the child's face, 
but the ch 


id not riſe. The prophet therefore went 


in perſon io the woman's honſe; he ſtrerched Himſelf, 


| » 7 in imitation of Elias, at full length upon the bod Nele 


child, he prayed, he recalled life into him that e 4 
and-reftored him to bis 3 IO POwWew OF Work 
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18 Steat miracles accompanied Eliſeus whereever he went, 
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aud acquired him 4 great name, not only amongſt the 
Jews, but likewiſe amongſt foreign nations. Naaman, 
a great favorite of the king of Syria, and the general of 


his armies, was infected with an inveterate leproſy: va- 


rious preſcriptions for his cure had been tried, to no pur- 


pole. Fortunately for him, he had in his family a Jew- 
ih girl, who often ſignified to his wife her miſtreſs, that 


| ſhe Was ſufe the general would recover his health, if he 
Vould only go to the wonderful prophet in the land of 
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Iſrael. Naaman followed the advice, and obtained let- 


ters from his royal maſter to Joram the king of Iſrael. 


280 


Joram feceived the letters, and finding in them, that the 


7 « 
u 


ing of Sytia requeſted the cure of his ſervant Naaman, 


2 ben gan to rend his garments, and to aſk; whom: the 


Syrian took him for; whether for a God, 'who had the 


power of healing leproſes? © Eliſeus had intelligence of 
neral to him, that he might know; there was a prophet 


privately defired Joram to ſend the ge- 


in Iſrael. Naaman therefore, with a train of attendants, 


came to the prophet's gate. The prophet, without ſo 
much as, going out to fee or ſalute him, ſent his ſervant 


de tell him, that to be healed he muſt po and waſh him- 


ſelf ſeven times in the river Jordan. Naaman, who had 
expected to ſee the prophet come and invoke the name 
of the Lord his God, and heal him by touching the af- 
feed part, was offended at the meſſage, and in a rage 
turned his chariot to return into Syria ; upon which his 


_ attendants began to remonſtrate, that fince the prophet 4 
had prowiſed him his cure, upon ſo eafy a condition, as s;. _ 


Was that of waſhing himſelf in the Jordan, he ought cer- 
tainly to comply. The general could not difapprove of 
ſo reaſonable à temonſtrance : he went to the Jordan, 


waſhed himſelf ſeven times in the ſtream, and his fleſh 


became as clean, as that of a little child. Cleanſed from 


bis leproſy, he returned with all his train to Eliſeus, and 
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made him an offer of the rich preſents, which he had 


brought, but which the Te not receive. 


Gierl was d ranger to ſuch generous principles. That 
a ire ed ſervant followed wed Naaman, as he went away, 


10 and - 


—— — — 


- 2 — 


= * 5 e 


262 HISTORY or. THE AGE 55, 
avd by.a lie, uaknowns) ug he, imagined 


imagined, to wh, my | 
obtained from him e of . . of . 
| ideas, who had the giſt of knows 2 50 mf things += ;# 
they bad paſſed before his —. 2 ſervant to 
a ſevere .accpunt..for what he had Nate —. beet | 
that ſince. he had ſhared of Naaman's money, ke, hould 
2 * 1 Ns, Aifarger. . Ds en n 
WIL A FP 7. A : 
"Naaman's cure, ſoys. Saint, Ambroſe, in an 3 of | 
the grace, by which, the vew-born Chriftian is pu 5 
from the internal leproſy of in in dhe waters of baptiſm. 
Naaman had the happineſs not.oply to 1 his cor- 
poral health, but What is infinitely more valnable, to 
partake alſo of the knowledge of falvation, and become 
_ zealous adorer of the trug Gd, Kliſeys would-accept | 
of none of the preciqus gifts he. pfcred him, and if 
ſets an example of that amiable di 
ht to animste very Chriſtian in the offices 4 charuy 
towards his neighbonr 3 he gave gratis, what he had gra- 
tis received. The juſt ſeverity. " ſhowed in puniſhing 
the coretonſpeſs of his ſervant, is a warning Fock all ma- 
flers and perſons in authority to be nen cheir 
leſt by ſuffering os conniving at the fins, committed by. 
their (ervants aud dee they ee 
e IG 1 5 1 ni nt 8: nin * 
F211 4854 | 5 3 540 61 55 ft 99th i. 
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DLISBUS e sss 
e. the twofold kewl prophecy and. 
._ |. 1 miracles ; be hong both. ap. the one and + = 
the other. ls was between the kings of Iſrael and Sy- 
ria. the Byrians ſoam to haue naliad more npon art than 
opes farce.  F:xquent abhuſhes wer laid, an which the 
king of Iſrael mult have been 2 if Kliſens by the 
ee ngs, had not given 
bim tämely notige . perceiving that « 
nis Khemes wer cankan ered to his enemy, un- 
— hehe a ver bio. 
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Bat being aſfared that Eliſeus was the man, who defear. 
_ ed all his ſtratagems, he detached a body of his troops to 
take bin. Bliſete was chen ut Dothan; che/Syrians in- 
veſted ĩt by ui ich the prophet's ſervant perceiving 


_ when be roſe in the tnorningy gave himſelf and maſter 
foriloſt..: Phe holy prophet bade him not fear; he af. 
ſured him, that there was a more numerous and more 
Powerful hoſt at hand rendy to protect them, and by his 
_ prayers obtained of God to let hit ſervant fee the celeſtial 
army, chat ſtood | arrayed: for their defence 7 2s ; 
mountain The ſums prayer; which opened the fervant's 
uu dheſe of the Syrians, Almighey God at his 
. &-ftruck them witk blindneſs? Bliſens went out to 
meet them, as they advanced, and told them, that they 
had miſtaken their way, and were etme to the wrong 
city ; that if they would follow him; he would condu 
them to the and to the man, they wanted, They 
agroedꝭ to him, for they ſaw not, Where they were; 
and ſhe led them firaight to Samaria. When he had them 
in dne mindle df the town, he prayed, thar their eyes 
might be then opened, and diſcover to them the ſitudti- 


on they were in. Joram was inclined to put them to — f 


{wotd:; bur the prophet 1 * to him, that he 
had no right to uſe ſuch violence againft med; who had” 
not been taken uecording to the rules of war, he conſents 
ed to let them have a refreſhment of ment and drink, and 
bo ſent bacle do their maſter. This act of pevierdſity did 
not diſarm the malice of the Syrian king. Being iwpla- 
cable in his animoſity againſt the Ifraefites, he drew his 
troops and laid ſiege to Samaria. By the 
length and cloſeneſs of the ſiege; the Samaritans were 
reduced to ſuch' extremities, that they eat of the moſt 
diſguſtful things, not to pefiſh by famine : an aſs's head 
7 a certain meaſure of pigeons dung, was ſold at an 
exorbitant price ; the common provifietts of life could 
not be had for money. Then it was, that happened the 
melancholy ſtory of a woman, who „ ile and . | 
feaſted upon her o child, eame to thftow herſelf at the 


The king deſired to know the ſubjett of her complaint. 
93 A 


king's:ifeer; demanding juſtiee againſt her neighbour. 
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| uring n d myself. ad bel 
4 D neceſſity, agreed to kill and eat our own! 9 
We beg an with mine; we boiled — hendins:. 
| = led, to produce hers the next day but now re- 
fuſes to perform her promiſe, and has condraled him,, 
Jotam rent his garments thro' grief at the ſad relation: 
racked with 41 at · the ſight of evils, for which there: 
appeared no arr ut on a rough hair- cloth next Nia 
ſein; he mortiſied his but tatned not his heart from 
fin: void of the humble ſentiments of a contrite heart, 
he directed his ſpleen againſt the holy ptaphet — 
whom he made anſwerable for the diſtreſſes of Sam 
and therefore commanded on of his —— en 
ſtrike off his head. Bus N 82 
Such are the diſmal effects of a: Frerfal and i reel 
pride in a man, who lets himſelf be onde caſt dun by 
immoderate affliction. Joram was diſtteſſed by his mis- + 
ſortunes, but not humbled ; diffident of the divine goods: 
neſs, he abandoned himſelt to deſpair, and ſent an aſſaſ- 
ſin to kill the prophet, who, by his ſanctity prorogued 
the fall of Samaria. Chriſtians, Who balauce the evils: 
of the preſent life in the ſcale. of divine faith, make or 
very different uſe of the afflictions they meet with; be-- 
cauſe whatever pains they ſuffer, they reſlect that their | 
ſufferings are ſtill leſs, than their fins deſerve. Frained 
to of in the ſchool of Chriſt, they humble the mſelyes 
under the powerful hand of God, whom they are taught 
to conſider. not as a judge delighting in the-puniſhment- 
of his enemies, but as a tender father wiſhing to reclaim 
his children from fin, and therefore; patiently ſubmit to 
the chaſliſing rod, becauſe they know he chaſtiſes, whom | 
blames nd ah, er er 0 bebe 
9771 33 0) an 29 91:21, en-. 
10/9 TY 36311271 $5% Bas. 
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4-M.g116, J7 LISEUS by the ſpiritot God knew. 
Before J Co 884. E the orders, that Joram had given | 
to. take away his liſe. He was fitting 
with the ancients in his own houſe; he ordered the door 
to 
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to be ſhut againſt any king's meſſenger, that might come: 
for he alſo knew, that the king himſelf won quickly / 
follow: | Ia effeck the king came, and as he made his 
complaint of the extreme diſtreſs, . Pac Samaria was // 
then . the prophet conſoled him with the pro- 
miſe of ſpeedy relief: at this time to- mörrow, ſüid he, 
8 uſhe}'of meal within, the gate of Samaria ſhall be had 

ra flater; that is, for leſs than half a crow. Upon 
which one of the chief cqurtiers ſaĩd, that could 5a gs, 
übly be, altho? the Lord ſhould make flood-gates in hea- 
ven; _fievertheleſs thou ſhalt ſee it with thipe dn eyes, 
„ oy the” prophet, and yet, ſhalt not taſte, ther 


U 
d 
following night an alarm was given in the Syrian 
0) a 0 ny was in full 4 890K attack them 
heir fears made them fancy, that they/aQually heard 
the claſh of arms, and the ſound of chariots ruſhing on 
to war; in the hurry of their fright they concluded it to 
be an army of auxiliaries, that the king of Iſrael had 
taken into his ſervice, and.ran pell-mell out of their tents, 
being only Tolicitous to. eſcape with their lives through 
the dark. The Iſraelites remained pent up within their 
Walls, ' ignorant of this confuſion amongſt their ene- 
mies. Hut four leprous men, who reſded near the gate, 
ſeeing 80 profes of an end being put to the fiege, 
thought they had better truſt themſelves to the enemy's 


- 
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mercy, then remain to periſh there by famine, They 
went over to the Syrian camp, and to their great ſur- 


* 


1985 found it abandoned. Their firſt concern was to 
atisfy the rage of hunger ; for they ſaw themſelves in 
the midſt of plenty, and not an enemy near to moleſt 
them. When they had ſatisfied their craving appetite, 
they ranged from tent to tent, and began to make a 
collection of the gold and filver ſpoils, Wie age! r 
them on every fide... They then ſpoke to, one another 
upon. this. unaccountable | ar: of the enemy, and 
concluded that it would be looked upon as at unpar- 
donable crime in them not to inform the diſtreſt citizens 
of theſe good tidings before morning: they therefore ran 
bach to the town-gate, and informed the guard of the 
diſcovery they had made. Joram ſuſpected ſome ftrata- 
eee eee 
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Fer. and orderei his men to keep cloſe within ce walls, : 
he had farnt, hat was became of the enemy. He 
Bad five hotfes' Rat left; he ordered two of chem to be 
mobnted aud fent to recen beftre. By. the quantities 
Plate and precious rziment, that lined the bigh-iys 
the which be riaub were tracet'as far, as the river Jordan 
* told in Samatia at the teturn of the two 
es, the citizens poured out in crwodd to the cam 
om hebe Ain, carried off ſuch heaps of riches 5 
Provifons, at the very hout Welt (BY Eliſeus 
N 8 + Beſs, or fol abate fold for a ſtater as 5 
ad of Samaria: aud to verify the ſecond part 


Prediction, the incredilous courdier, who ha 
_ che Proph et's promile, ing ffationed; at th 
by order 12 the king, was trodden to death by l 
by Fre lang Po. oh to lee, ſee, but not to taſte of the pro. 
miſed pleuty. 
K is impofiible, fays faint Ambroſe, not to adore . 
in the wonders he perforis, The whole extebt of 
rity is always preſent to his view, and to his faithful form 
vants he dilcovers as much of it, 43 is conducive to his 
adorable ends, He mitaculouſly interpoſed fis divine 
power in favour of a city, which he fet free at the very 
time, that its deſtruction was thoug ht go be 8 
He caſt a ſudden panic into the infult rians, qv 
tered their numerous army, like dul be re the ind, 
and four diſcarded lepers were the meſſengers ot Sainaria's 
delivery. Admidf{t the joyful tranſports ** people ſo 
Wee ſnatched from ruin, only one man was hurt : 
a great one of the world was trampled under foot by che 
ral 4 e a diſhonourable death was the puniſhment 
diſreſpect to God's hol prophet. For God be- 
of bi the difreſpe& which is 'n to the miniſters of 
his holy Nr as Ay; to himſelf; for he links their 
bg and hi Lo ae : Nee * Hem, 
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— — — nareg ae,, bee o. 
by has ſon Joram. This unbappy prince — 
ſhare of his father's virtues z for in wickedneſs he reſem 
1 — the ſacred text, he 
had for his wiſe — He murdered his 
e and introduced the of Baal amon 
—_ e e crimes was 


Hot 


revolted — became independent 
e He was — truck with a 


2. 


tion of hs puniſhment tothe days of hs fon Jo- 

Thoſe days were now come, and the Prophet's 

againſt j was carried into execution. Jo- 
a. 


s wound in battle, and was 
carried 0 the town ef to be cured: his friend 
nephew, Ochonias the king of Juda, went to ſee him. 
* mills fable) hewawad officer in the army, and 
had already been anointed king of Lirael, being aximpa- 
tient of delay, as he was ambitious of a crown, and bei 
morenbereniceuraged by the officers of the army, reſol 
upon a » that ſhould put him in immediate "i 
fion of the throne he had in view. He \marched 
troqp of ſoldiers towards the town of Jezrahel. The 
Wenn —— army was 
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ii ght. Joram ſent out two different meſſenger one 
__ - after the other to know, what the matter was. But as 
neither of them returned to give him any account, he or- 
dered his chariot to be prepared, being determined to go 
auc meet the troop in any na | Qchozmas the king of Ju- 
da attended him in another'chariot.. jehu was now ad- 
vanded as farvasitherfield} that unce belonged to the 
unhappy Naboth. There the two kings, Joram and 
Ochozias, met him. Joram aſked; if his intentions were 
peace, and finding by Jchu's anſwer; that no peace was 

to be expected, he turned about and fled off, crying out 

to Ochozias, that they were betrayed. fehu that inſtant 
bent his bow, and ſhot him between the ſhoulders : the 
arrow went i thro? his heart, and he fell dead in his cha- 
riot. The bloody corpſe was by Jehu's orders immedi- 
ately icaſt out into the field, aud there left tothe dogs, 
according to the word of. the Lord ſpoken by Elias. 
Ocho ias drove a diffetent way, but was ſoon overtaken 
and mortally wounded; He fled to Mageddo, and there 
died. His ſervants laid him upon his chariot and car- 
ried him to ſeruſalem, where he was interred in the ſe - 
Pulchre of his forefathets, in the city of David. jehu 
marched on to Jezrahel, and Jezabel began to tremble 
for: herſelf. She had no rce, but in the artifices of 
ber dex. | She therefore decked. her head, and painted 
ber face with all the art, ſhe was miſtreis of; ſherſtood 
locking out of a window upon the ſtreet; and called 
aloud to Jehu, as he rode along. Jehu looked up, and 
aſing who ſhe was, bade the eunuchs, that were by, 
throw her, he g down. The wall was ſprinkled with 
her blood, as ſhe fell, and her body was trampled on by 
the borſes hoofs. No one durſt preſume to take up the 
corpſe, till: jehu in conſideration of her being a king's 
_ daughter,» gave orders for ber burial. When they came 
to take up her body, they found 671999, ah its remains, 
beſides the ſkull and exttemities of her hands and feet; 
for the dogs had devonred the reſt, and the prediction of 
Elias Was literally ful filled. it Bet at 92111 284 ic e 
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2:Siich. was the end of 8 who by her 


violenees had ſerved, as an inſtrument i 2 —1 
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God, for the chaſtiſement of a ſinſul pedple; / She was 
not ignorant of the truth, ſays faint Ambroſe, and yet 

_ ſtrove to oppreſs it: being bent upon the ſupport of 

_ thoſe/falſe prophets, who flattered her, ſhe never ceaſed 

to perſecute the true prophets of the Lord. Her preſump- = 
tion, fays this holy Father, induced her to decide. and 
regulate every thing, that concerned religion and the di- 
vine ſervice: het ſtrong paſſion” was to blot out every 
remaining mark of the true religion, and by a juſt jud 
ment of God ſcarce any remains of IN 
goed ern © +: gras Re 
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-JEHU was not leſs vidio in gr hay” 
meaſures he took to ſecure the crown Before 7. C. 880. 
of Iſrael to himfelf; than he had been 
active in acquiring it; aud while from a principle of 
"1 * he uſed that violence for the ſake of promoting 
his own ends, he became the executor of God's decrees 
—— the houſe of * Achab. He extirpated the male 
ſoc of that wicked race, according to the prediction of 
Elias, and the heads of no fewer than ſeventy of Achab's 
ſons were ſent to him in baſkets by the citizens and chief 
men of Samaria. Being thus ſettled without any viſible = 
competitor in the throne, he undertook to exterminate 
the worſhip of Baal, which Jezabel had introduced and 
ſtrenuouſly promoted. An enterpriſe of that nature he 
thought might be attended with ſome tumult and confu- 
ſion, ſhould he — — — egrees, or openly av 
his intention. artfully diſguiſed his de- 
ſign, and made 1 believe, that he 
was more zealouſly devoted to Baal, than Achab bim- 
ſelf had been. He proclaimed: a feſtival' in honour of 
Baal, and ſent thro' his kingdom to require theirattend- 
ance in the temple of their god, Of them all not one 
failed on the day appointed : they entered the temple of 
Baal, which which they filled with their numbers from one end 
wo the other. Jehu commanded his ſoldiers, who were 
already 


and was now em 
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— tel vpon them, andi not let fo much 
as ons elcape. 


he. ſoldiers executed his orders, demo. 
liſhed the temple, broke the idol into pieces, and con- 
verted the place, where it ſtood, into a houſe. of office: 
Im zeal, that Jehu ſhowed again the worſhip of Baal, 
e to God, who in reward thereof promiſed, 
— his {ons ſhould fit upon the thront 7 Iſrael to the 
ſourth generation. Happy had he been, if he had gone 
one farther, and ellabliched the true religion upon 
the ruins of idolatry s bat, unfortunately for himſelf 
and ſubjects, he retaĩged the ãdolatrous worſhip of Jero- 
boam's golden calves, which after a reign of eight and 
twenty years he tranſmitted to his ſon Joachaz, Joac- 
haz was perpetually. harra; wet. by.the. 1 of war, 
which were poured upon kingdom by Hazael, the 
king of Syria, — E yr had been _ 
ointed king by the expreſs command of. God himſe 
ed to ſcourge the ſins af Iſrael. By 
the advantages he gained, a by the deuaſtations he 
made in the country, he left Joachaz no more than fifty 
horſemen, ten chariots, and ten thouſand foot, the ſcan- 
ty remnants of his numerous armies. Joachaz was not 
reclaimed by misfortunes, after a wicked and inglorious 
reigu of ſeventeen; care, he. died in his ſins, and had for 
—.— his. ſon Jas. About the beginning of this 
'; teign died the great Eliſeus. Joas, e 

was, had a veneration for the holy prophet, — 4 i 
him a-vifit apon his death-bed. The prophet promiſed 
the king 2. Fo ty his enemies, in reward of hie 
charity : him ſhoot an.azrpw, out of the, window, 
chat dae again Syria, and to ſtrike the ground with 
bis javelin. The king r theige — | 
us was diſpleaſed,. that he had, Rot ſtruck it of 

aimes only ſhalt thou ſtrike thine! anemies, 124 
ke ; if thou had ſtruck the ,grquad. fix or ſeven times, 
thou ahea-hadft purſued the Syrians to daſtruction. Eli- 
ſeus died, aud the glory, far which ke had been. ſo ue: 
noumed on account of his miracdes during life, aqcoms 
panied him, even in the tomb, For in the fame year of 
kis dearb, ſome inhabitants of-the. country 2 
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| dead man to be buried; and bein / ſuddenly terrified at 
the appearatice of a roving party of Moahites, they hafti- 
I chire him into the grave of Eliſeus. The dead body 
no ſdoner rouched the 5 of che holy prophet, but the 
man came to life, and ſtood upon his feet. 
FR no doubt, ſays Saint Ambroſe, is the bade 
y which a dead body is reſtored to life: it is what we 
—* admire in the Saints and in Jeſus Chriſt himfelf : 
bar the reſurrection of à ſoul from the death of fin to 2 
Ute of grace, is infioitely more worthy of our attention. 
When the body thus revives, it is ſoon. to die again: 
ſach a life is no more than the beginning of 7 
death; but the life, that a ſoul recovers by 
from the ſtate of mortal fin, Ts the e A 172 
ur never ends ; its happineſs is to be with God in ever- 
_ laſting glory. 'To be recalled from the grave like Laza- 
rus, 18 a privilege, which no one is to expect; but to 
riſe by Aae; from the 3 of fin to the friend- 
ſhip of Almi God, is the hope of every inner. It 
is a work, no oße of Himſelf can o; it is the 
effect of hs lie. giving grace of Jeſus Chriſt. By his, 
ſupernatural grace alone * are enabled to riſe after our 
fall, and his grace is never wanting to thoſe, Mr 
ſerious i in their . to deſerve it. | 


- 
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s XXII. Zacharias fond to death, :., * 24. 


ON the death of Ochozias; king 4. M. 348. 
of Juda, who was flain b 1222 ene G 80 

as has been related, his mother ff alia, 
a wicked and ambitious woman, ſeated herſelf on the 
throne in p judice of her grandchildren, whom ſhe or- 
dered to be y put to death. The royal children, 
In conſequence of this cruel order, were all murdered, 
excepting Joas the youngeſt, whom Joſabeth the ſiſter 
of 'Ochozias, and wife to Joiada the high- prieſt, ſtole 
out of the nurſery, and ſecreted in the temple. Athalia 
njoyed . wage „ the had uſurped, during the ſpace of 
77 Years den Joiadd, being weary of her tyranny, 
thought 


* 


thought it time to quaint che Jewiſh nation, that there 
was à prince of the blood-royal fill alive, to whom the. 
crown and their allegiance were due. Ile had "take 


Sat 4 


care io gal the officers of the guards betorchand > he - 


had engaged the Leyites and the chiefs of the families © 


Juda in his, intereſt.; he had taken every precaution ne- 


ceſſary to ſupport his undertaking; be then ſet the cron. 
upon Joas's head, and proclaimed him king by ſound of 

trumpet. . The people teſtified their e loud 
ſhouts, of joy: Athalia was alarmed at the ſound; ſhe. 
rent her garments, but hoping. that, d might 


awe the people back to her obedience, he ran from the 


palace to the temple, where ſhe had the confuſign to ſee 
the young Joaz arrayed. with the enfigns of royalty, and 


ſurrounded by the princes. She cried out, Treaſon ! 


freaſon !, and the lugh-prieſt commanded tie Captains 


and chiefs of the army to lead her forth beyond the pre- 
ciafts of the temple, where, without any effort "made for 
We ee ay word put an end to her life and uſar- 
pation. Every thing after her eath. ſezme to promiſe 


eace, and proſperity to the Kingdom of Juda, Toas in 


h retaine, ſped for 1 us Joi. 
ada, to whoſe fidelity he ſtood indebted for his,crown z 
be willingly liſtened to his inſtructions, and goyerh 1 

himſelf by his advice. He was ſhocked to ſee the rüin- 
ous condition, to which the impiety of Athalia had re- 
duced the houſe. of God: it had not been. repaired for 


years; it was exhauſted of its treaſurer, which had been 


either ſquandered away, or miſapplied to the Pe 
Baal. He wiſhed to ſee it ene to Ne 5 
but his treaſury was not in a condition to anſwer the ex- 
enſe, A proclamation was therefore made in Juda and 
. that every man ſhould bring to the Lord the 
money, which Moyſes had appointed to be paid by the 
IIraelites, when they were in the deſert; and a Wed was. 
placed by the right ſide of the altar, to receive the money 
and voluntary contributions, that were brou bt by. 3 
people, for ul | V b | 
immediately ſet to work ſtone and timber provided 9 


make every obeeBary repatr og puſs le 


A 
is youth retained a grateful reſpe& for the virth 
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all the expenſes defrayed with the money, that was taken 
out of the public cheſt; Whatever 2 remained be 
| cxed. yellels,... Piety and 
religion flouriſhed, as long as Joiada.hved. He died in 


ſides, way employed. about the Tacred ' 


* 


- 
- 


the hundred and thirvieth-year of bis age, and on ac- 


count af the eminent ſervices; he had done his country, 
was interred amongſt the kings of Juda. Soon after his 


* 
* 


death, à very different face ot things was ſeen in Juda. 


A ctoud of wicked flatterers immediately beſet the 
throne z their ſer tile adulation pleaſed a weak prince; 
they wound them ſelves into fayour, aad undid all, that 
the wiſe and virtnous ;Joiada had done. It is commonly 


the fate of kinga to adopt the ſentiments of thoſe, who. 
ſur round them. Joas became the very reverſe of what 
he was before: Joas, guided by Joiada, had taken great 
pains to repair the temple and re-eſtabliſh the honour 

Almighty God; Joas, ſurrounded by impious flatterers, 
ſet apadols; and adored them. This rouſed the zeal of 


Zacharias, who had ſucceeded his father Joiada in the 
f hgh priate With a holy liberty he repre- 


- dignity o 
ſented to the 


ing and his courtiers the nature of their 


offence, and hay adious their abominations were to the 


God of their religious forefathers. His repreſentation 
had no other effect, than that of his own martyrdom :; 


for Joas; without reſpect either to the father or the ſon, '| 


of whom the firſt bad reſtored him to his throne, and the 


latter h. exhorting him to an indiſpenſable act of 


duty; ſentenced Zacharias, the ion of Joiada, to be ſton- 
ed to death, which was executed in the great court be- 
tween the altar and the temple. The RO prieſt pati- 
ently ſubmitted to the ſentence, and amidft his ſufferings 


only begged, that the Lord would ſee, and do him juf- 


tice. © His prayer was heard ; the reign of an ungrateful 
king became more miſerable in the end, than it had been 
happy in the beginning. Within a ,twelvemonth after 
he had ſet up his idols, and murdered the high-prieſt, 
the Syrians broke in upon him, and with a handful of 


men routed an infinite multitude of Jews, becauſe they 
had forſaken the Lord the God of their fathers, fays — a 
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arias the ſon of Jolada, 
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ſmiles and careſſes, wi 
own ſelfiſh ends: dee | 
motive. Py is the ſure mark of a, baſe diſpoſition ; 
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IF XXUI. The prophet Jonas.) Jonas 'v. 
A. ux. 10 AS was ſucceeded by his ſon Ama- 
Befare J. C. 809. J fins, This prince like his father 
began his reign in proſperity, but end- 
ed with difgrace. Having vanquiſhed the Idumeans in 
battle, he took away their idols, and ſet them up in his 
own dominions. - This impiaus conduct drew upon him 
the diſpleaſure of Almighty God, He was in his turn 
vanquiſhed by Joas king of Iſrael, taken and led a >: 
ſoner into his own city of Jeruſalem. He remained in 
. confinement till the death of Joas, when he recovered 
his liberty, reigned for ſome years, and was at laſt mur- 
dered by his own ſubjects. Joas being maſter of the ci. 
ty of jeruſalem, demoliſhed a great part of the wall, and 
carried away with him the treaſures of the temple to Sa- 
maria, This king having checked the Syrians by the 
ſeveral victories, that Eliſeus had promiſed him, and re- 
covered the cities, which his father had loſt, left his ſon 


\ 


Jeroboam © 


i ; [i 
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Jerpboam to-carry-on, what he had proſperou begun. 
boam, the ſecond of that name, ways a w 
valiant prince; 3. by his abilities and ſueteſ in war, he 


reſtored the incl he of Iſrael o its ancient territo- 
ries, N Eee e e re 


4479 this keg lived the prophet. 
Fortin miſſion to the great city of Ninive. The ro 
— If nnequa] to an undertaki 
that importance, tho called to it hy God rant 7g ta 
Lan For eſcape the arduoustaſk by 2 ht, he embarked 
on 


are the ſchemes of men, when formed in contradiction 
to the decrees of God. * _ don gh and 


the ſhip was in the utmoſt danger ans. ter whe The 


trembling mariners ſhuddered En 


on their God to fave them. ey bagnnis Naka ahe the 
veſſel by throwing part of cheir cargo overboard ;, they 


bewailed their misfortune, and — chat their 
preſent diſtreſs muſt be owing to ſome one of the crew, 
who by his fins had the divine anger. Jonas, 


conſcious of his diſobedience, had retired apart into the 


lower part of the ſlip,” Where be fell aſleep. The cap- 


tain called him up, and bade him pray for their eſcape. 
The e to mY order to find out, 


FF 


the cauſe, why the preſent evil had befallen them : they 
.* caſt the r the lot fell upon Jonas ; Jonas frankly 
owned himſelf guilty, told them, who be was, and why 
he had tried 10 fly Hm the face of God. He declared 
himſelf ready to reſign his life for the ſafety of thereſt, 
that to calm the ſea, and ſave theniſelves from ſhipwreck, 
they muſt. take and throw-him in, as hene. it w o⁰ 


| his account, that they had been overtaken by the Rorm, = 
The mariners ſtood aftoniſhed at his candid confeſion, 


admired his generoſi ty, and the fortitude of his mind. 
ere 

oars, 
_ 4 glow ry Fu form, and-zegain-the ſhore : but 
ſeeing their cue egen erg 40 20 purpoſe, 4nd choir 


2000 een ines ce „ words bas ANN. 
* 


* by” | N n * 


ed, but 
enn | 


ard a ſhip, cat was bound for Tharſis. But vain 
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: danger inereaſing e every moment, made 
Way to fear; 9 hog — 2 * the Fa. b 
ſea chat inſtam ſoothed its waves, and the tempel 
ceeaſed. Find previdence, ever mindful of his ſervants, 
would not ſuffer Jonas to periſh; WhO to ſave the lives of 
others, had thus generouſly made a ſacrifice of his own» 
A huge fiſh Was at hand to receive him, as he fell. Shut 
_bp/in' the whale's belly, Jonas continued three days and 
threeinights, not only! ſafe from harm, but alſo maſler 
of his thoughts and waſon ; ſo that he there compoſed 
an adirable hymn of thankſ⸗ iring to the Lord his 
Freat preſerver and deliverer. he fin ſpewed him out 
Pf ent alive and unhurt. From the Jaws of 
desth he came forth in a moſt wonderful manner the 
"Hvely figure of Jeſus Obriſt, who in the ſame, the? in- 
| finitely more orious manner, was to riſe ſrom the tomb 
nnd bowels the earth, triumphant over the-powers.of =» 4 
120 ' Veath and heil. 93 * The 11 10 Tit Ange 1 
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af oonaibecdedit ict Vh 4. nos 
orders to Jonas, commanding him 
0 Kun en 15919 to riſe and gotto Ninive Of the many 
fophets Who had been employed in the miniſtry of God's 
word, Jonas was the firſt, who preached to the Gentiles, 
And in that became the repreſentative of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from whom: the grate of ſalvation flows both upon Jew 
and Gentile“ The . being taught by affliction to 
ſubttic dimſelf tothedivine will, made no further objec- 
non againſt the command, that was given bim, but im- 
medidtely ſet forwarch to perform it.? Ninive was the ca- 
pitaf ofutne Aſfyriau empire, a city ſo great and exten: 
hve, that it was a three days journey to go through it. 
Jonas advanced one day's journey through the ſtreeta, 
detlaring tothe citiaene who flocked/to hear him, that 
by the end of ſorty gay NMinire ſhould be no more A 
_ threat be dertible and do urgent drew: the attention of his, 5 
heute and threw a deadly conſternation through the 
PORT? | r whole 


” 2 p 
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hole city. Conſcious of crimes the moſt. enormous, the 
Ninivites knew they delerved the ſavereſt judgment, they 
gave credit to the prophet's words, and humbled them- 
2 lves beſore the Lord. With a true diſpoſition of re- 
pentance they proclaimed a general faſt; from the high - 
eit to the loweſt, the little and the great cloathed them- 
ſolves wich ſackaloth, that as all had ſinned, all likewiſe 
might repent, and by atgene rale penance obtain a gene- 
ralspardon The king was no leſs alarmed that his peo - 
ple ; he equally believed the prophet; he deſcended from 
his throne, laid his royal robes aſide, put on a-coarſe 
ſack, and ſat himſelf down upon aſhes, as a mark of his 
repentance. He likewiſe publiſhed an order, that nei- 
ther mab nor beaſt ſhould eat or drink the leaft thing; 
chat all his ſubjects ſhould: turn from their evil ways, 
and with united prayers and tears ſhould ſtrive to draw 
9 down the divine mercy. Who knowa, ſaid he, but God 
may take compaſſion of and pardon us? He may perhaps 
reverſe his threats, and ſave us? The king's opes did 
not deceive him. Almighty God only waited for the re 
pentance of a ſinful. people to grant them pardon. He 
foreſaw-their, penance, he employed his threats to gain 
it. Moved: by the cries; and ſoftened. by the tears of a 
repenting gity, he did not execute the ſentence which he 
bad . 15 Prophet to pronounce ;- out of regard to 
their penitential works, he reſerved the Ninivites to pu- 
niſh, the crimes. of the unrepenting Iſraelites. This ex- 
ample of the citizens of Ninive is recorded in holy writ, 
not only to ſhow the merit of faſting and penitential 
works, but alſo to encourage ſinners to a true repent- 
ance + it is mentioned by gur bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
and it will cover thoſe Chriſtians. with confuſion, who 
_ notwithſtanding the threats pronounced by Jeſus-Chriſt 
in his Goſpel againſt ſinners, perſiſt in their evil courſes, 
_ till the days of pardon and repentance are no more. 
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at ah 0 I CAP all hdr ALE SHO HERR 1 ices > 


M. vue, complaint. Jen . 


RET 2827. oN As, being ſonkible that the da 
Before J. 3. J ſtruction of Ninive was prevented 
$4432 — the ce of its in 
| began to be afraid of paſſing 
of e as he — 1 
thouſand rved from preſent deſtruction, 
* 2 bis on bee pere coneurrence, he let rey 
— with grief ; he prayed to die rather than to 
| auſe the event did not turn out, ab he had ex- 
dom the ſcor 
its ſhade, ww. waited to ſec, what would-befall che eity. 


it 2 made himſelf a bower to ſcreen 


to the 3 of men, that they m 
anna of his goodneſs towards hens; 2 — an 
ny during the night, which ſpreading its 
9150 es over the bower, formed « tloſe ſhelte 
againſt the rays of the ſun, The prophet was over 


day: for at night the 
ed the tree, deſtroyed its N 7 a little worm; 

ared by the hand of God, firuck the ivy, and it wi- 
thered, When the ſun was riſen, a hot and 7 — 
wind heated the air; the ſun beat 
and he was ſcorched with the exce 


his ivy made him alſo more impatient; rf in the dope 


of his aftlitiow he again wiſhed to die. Then it was, 
that'the anguith of his ſoul diſpoſed him to comprehend 


the trath, which the Lord was pleaſed to make him ſen- 
ſible of. Thou art afliQed, ſaid Almighty God to him, 


and thinkeſt thou haſt reaſon, becauſe chy ivy is dead; 
yet thou didſt not contribute either to plant, or to make 


it grow: it went away as quickly, as it came; in one, 


night it grew up, and periſhed in the next. Thou 
ꝑrieveſt at the deſtruction of a thing, 
but * to enjoy, and ſhall I not | 


E moved at the de- 


| bitants, 
a falſe het. Inſtead 
at op pect of« ſo — | 


. He went out of the city, and at ſonie diſtance. 
ing ſan, he there ſathimfelf down under 


Almighty who not only ſees, but froquent] 1 — TY 
Seltz 4 


to ſee it in the in he . his joy Was 9 4 
me divine wer, j 


which thou didſt 


f 
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as 7e, t as Ninive? There are moe 
hom: 4 hun twenty thouſand perſons, who 
know not their 5 hang from their left, and ought I to 
be inſenſible 5 t Te w FOR oþ not ce have 
meren 35 22 i 
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rr ER Amtes was flain, as'we 4. M 1%, 


| hays: ſaid, by his own ſubjects, Before J. 
Oe his ſon, "who. is alſo. called Aza- .- 


3 at the age of fixteen mounted the throne of ada 


was a prince of great abilities, which he em 
the good of his ſubjects, and.increaſe of religion, till 
towards the end of his life he forgot his tation, and at- 
tempted the ſacred functions, that were peculiar to prieſts 
Being elated by the long proſperity, which had accom- 
aca Ba reign for upwards of fifty years, he treſpaſſed 
a th * of Aaron's prieſthood, and preſumed to 
| upon the the altar of perfumes. Azarias the 
died e wh ik ab attendants of the ſacerdotal or 
der, re tely to the temple, and repreſent- 
ed to hm . raſhneſs of his attempt. The king was 
deaf to all Azarias ſaid; he ſtood with-the cenſer in # 
| hand, and threatened aloud to kill any man, that 
_ offer to interrupt him in the ceremony? he overawed the 
tors 1 2 when, behold ! the marks of a 
* an to appear upon his ſorehead. 
on Fo fs Fame ran up, and thruſt him out of 
the her, he himſelf was g ad to get out of light, 
as We as he could, to cbnceal his ſhame, which was 
the puniſhment of his pride. Being no f _ 
to converſe with, or to be — — 8 
up in a private a nt, reſigned t — oh — 

x to his — Joathan, Joathan was an — 
prince, and poſſeſſed of every quality, that conſtitutes a 
great and virtuous king. He reigned no more than ſix- 
teen years, when he was ſucceeded by his ſon Achaz, the 
worſt of men, that had yer diſgraced the crown of Juds. 

Vicious 
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way, whether it belonged to Juda or: to Iſrael,” He «| 


1 n 125 Or a. wy 


FFC 


renewed the abominations 8 8 


holy city, He tbok down'the BA nga an nat 
Salomon's brazen altar, ip the Place of which 
arſother, made after the faſhion of an 107 he had ſeen. at 
Damaſcus, He ſhut up, the tem ple he purified his A . 


by fre, uccording to the rites of the © entlles; he offered 
ſacrifices and burnt Incenſe upon the hills and A 

ry green tree. .Urias the hi e tempor! | 
201 in every act of imp Piet ſo chat the jon 7 
thro? the whole nation. n puniſhment” this' Univer. 
ſal corruption, the Abgabe was moſt miſerably torn 
pieces, and plundered of its riches by the kings of ae 
and Syria. No Jeſs than a hundted nd twenty thou 

of the troops of Juda were ſlain in one day, and two 
Lon thouſand women and children, with an 3mmen] 
booty, were'carried away to Samaria. ' Far from becom-* 


Achaz'/Ritl 
lamities by an 
laſar, the king of Aſfy ria, to whom! he made his kings . 
dom tributary. He ſtript the temple aud Rig own, palace 
of their coſtly furniturè and treaſures, to 206 ft oy 
friendſhip of this new ally, from Whom he received: no 
help: for the Aﬀſyrian monarch having only His : ov 
intereſt in view, plundered every thing, that came in Mis 


himſelf maſter of all the lands of Iſrael; That lay on * 
eaſt ſide of Jordan, and led the Ihabſtants away. wit 
him into Aﬀſeria,) This was the beginning of that fat 
captivity, which was ſoon to put an end to the whole 


kingdom of Iſrael! But this did not alarm the wicked 


ing 8 thoſe dreadful ſtrokes of ine, Jules . 1 
ph himſelf and his people i into frellt ca- 
A Ae that he made with The A Pha- 


+ 


F3 


4 
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Achaz; the more he was chaſliſed, the more r 5 


he grew : he attributed his loſſes not to the divine band, 
which ſcourged him for his crimes,” but to a ſupetior 


power in the Sytian'idols.” "He ge) oY 7 


tims to the gods of Damaſcus, ſet up their tatues at the . 


corner of every ſtreet in Jerufalem; "and built them altars 
in the cities of Juda, where he ordered frankincenſe to 


be 


N 


timely death he ſnatched him out of liſe, in 
ſixth 1 4 of his age, and the ſixteenth of 8 — 


mpiety of this abandoned prince is ® 
ges 
was ſent to Tia him ee of his crimes, is a 


tefice is the: Innio FRY 
tall never * 


FEROBOAM the ſton feared * 1 

. Br 

—"_- Wit Tor one an Fears 
2 orty : 


ob that. 
the Lord 
He he wy fix paths ing ſlain 


by tho oka after one month's aſurpation loſt. both 


Manahent. reiy ten years, and was ſucceeded. by his 


Whom Phacee the fon of — 12 
1 condpi Piracy, and. ſeized. upon the 
ig, who made ſo deſtructive 
king of Jada; . After ah 
and murdered. 
and the laſt of the kings of 1. 
10d for the duration of that difiradt. - 
ef eden, wes. now run out: its ſubjects had for ages 


VO LY) eee aw. 


Ni eee, ©. Promoted, outrages, 
would no 1on yh, emi ran * 


4 


ocking * 


478 3 of 1 een nature; and a | 
ed every admonition, that z 


that © reateſt puniſhment, which 
happens to 3 —. 5 28 the grave: final i impeni- 
F 


1 


the Mn a and his 3 by the violence of Manatiem, 


been a lawleſs, and abe no end conldd 


be put td their Holatrous 
COTE n the kings, who el et 
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ut by a diſſolution of | 
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from, the time, that Jerobdam. firſt divided the 
people into two kingdom] 60 ite fu Giſtefution there 
is not gne, whom: for his wickedneſs the inſpired wei” 
ter does, not abſol utely condemn; They Walked ia the 
footſteps of their wicked founder Jerobbum ; they adored 
his calves ; they.conſerrated groves and places upon: the 
hills for their ſuperſtitious facrifices'; they proferibe( the 
ceremonies of the Jewiſhilaw;''and adoptedithoſe'of hea- 
then nations; they, in fine; abandoned the God,” who 
had brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, abd 
bent their knees to idols of their o/] Werkmanſhip. To 
reclaim them from their evil ways, and to bring them 
back to the religion of their forefathers, Almighty God 
never ceaſed to admoniſh them, either by temporal ca- 
lamities, or by the preaching 6f Bis prophets. The 
magnificent temple of Jeruſalem was a ſtanding monu- 
ment of the worſhip, they had left. But neither the zeal 
of Elim, nor the miräcles of Eliſeus, nof tlie _y 
Salomon, had -anyoeffeRt upon thoſe degenerate Track. 
ites: therefore the Almighty determined to pour out the 
vengeance, with which he had long threatened them; he 
determined to root them out of the land; Which he once 
had given them, and to make them vagabonds upon the 
face of the earth. Soon after Oſee, their laſt king, had 
ſeized upon the crown,” Salmanazar the king of Aﬀſyria;- 
and ſon of Theglathphalaſar, invaded: the kingdom of 
Iſrael, and conquered it. 'Ofee was permitted do retain ' 
his regal dignity, npon condition of /paying tribute and 
acknowledging himſelf a vaſſal to the Aſſyrian monarch. 
This was an indignity, to which he refolved to ſtoop no 
longer, than neceſſity obliged him. He ſecretly ap plied 
to the king of Egypt for help againſt the. Aſſyrians; 
which Salmanazar was no Jooner appriſed of, bur he 
came back with /a'more 8 army than before, and 
laid ſiege to Samaria. The city held out againſt his at. 
tacks for three years, and upon its ſurrendry, the whole 
kingdom of Iſrael ſubmitted to the conqueror, To pre. 
vent all future revolts, Salmanazar collected the inhabi- 
tants. together, put them under the direction of proper 
leaders, and tranſported them into the territories — — 
9. es 


5 


i e een as 
e a 1 Aﬀrian . . The Thraclites Fom thence ſpend 


hemiſelves by 0 int "the" northern” parts of Aſa, 

a” neither Ft F hen ſtetity ever returned into 
Ar 6wn. countt) Nich w een e other inhabitants 
mt from the pro inces of fia. Thus an end was pur 
N of Iſrael, by a total ruin of the ten tribes, 
fed it, two hooded .and fifty four years aer | 
= had bee bees firlt ſevered from” that of Wh. —— 


e e Inn (WEI 
43 5 „ — WM een 1 6 08s n 2415 


ty firs an oe Won 
am, en ene of me, Tb. 2 
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' MONGST” the 11960 thouſands f 4. M. g 86, 
Iſraelites, who were led away by Before . 7¹4. 
Salmanazar into Aflyria, there wWas one 
who' for bis virtues is diſtinguiſhed from the reſt; and 
N biſtory is recorded in Roy writ for the inſtrud 
en, He was of the tribe of Nephehan, by 
nine Tas s, From His very” childhood he ſhowed a 
wiſdom beriet to Ris 1 being prudent in bis words, 


and grave in his 'deportment,” He' Ee u Ferd. himfelf 
to be ted aftray by the crouds of thofe,” ho ran to adore 
the golden calves of Jeroboam, but went regularly, 26 
the law preſcribed, to adore the God of Ifraet' in the, 
i 5 Tf Jer 4 Being bleſſed 'with à ſon; he 
Hef be It yy oty ty be cirefyt of his'edveation, 
| * n God. In this 
tudus u the Chatg e of circumſtances aud country 
ade n A eration of principle and copduét: with the 
ſame Readineſs he walked” ih the ſame path of virtue; 
Be Mace it his tady and his prattice”to give all the com- 
and aſſiſtance he cpufd to —＋ fellow captives. To 
nfole the affticted, to hel he fie, und to bury the 
dead;” were the Uail Pirie! A of his his an 5 Suck! vir- 
tues meritec him 77 a even in this life. He had 
eade from the l where he ſhodld chink fir, 
ave" it Teeths* not ee reſt of "His eu 
men, © His vival Tefidetice was at Ninive; but — 
went fon one part of the vuſitry" to "atiother;"as" 
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and; as e 
— e ten talent 

te far TY 
Zar, Sennacheni * 
bein exaſperated at the Army in 
of which we ſhall have the account in t hiſtory 
Exechias, was 8 — 28 himſelf upon di the cap- 
tive Iſraelites, 1. kinds of 


and leav 
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wit 


ſervice. $e 
den w. hav bee cp Kate Po . = 
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nie. Being qne gay; 
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It was s misfortune the 
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_ could have befüllen him ; it ſeverely tried his patience, 
dos did uae dae hid! cos anah in-virtue,” As he ha 
deen always active in doing good to others, as much as 

8 o he was ſerupwouy) nice not 40-coneur; in 

any thing, bat might do them any wrong, Hits wife 
Adna, by che earnings of her labour; had ſaved enough 
to bay; A Kid, and had brought it home, unknown to 
Tobias. He heard the liste abimal bleat, and not 
ae how it could come thither, aſked his wife, il it 
Was got flolen. Anna thought herſelf injured by ſuch a 
| n, aud began to reviſe him in very ſharp and un- 
becoming language. Tobias, patient as a Job. beard 
ſilenge: he made vo reply, bat wich his other ſuffer- 
offered this alſo. to Almighty God, in attonement 
for his fins and the ſins of his nation: ſor in all his af. 
flickions he humbled himſelf beneath the hand of God, 
fromwhom be refignedly received them; he was thank- 
+ for favours, and being no longer able to-ſerve 
his 5elghbour, he gave bimſelf to prayer, and as having 
noching ware te dd with life, begged Almighty Sele 
| gocaive his foul in peace. * Tr 171 1 1. 
-- Chriſtians/ read this hiftory of Tobias, and juſtly 
admire,- wben they find ſuch virtues praftiſed in 
mid of an idolagrous- people, and practiſed by a-man, 
who under the:diſcouragement of cenſute and re F 
from his-nearekt friends, had no le of jeſus Chriſt 
to excite, dne Geige tb-ealiphres him When t 
e ur of this holy man more min 
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|  * di+compare; it wich chein on, 'they: then! may bluſh 


he wide. diſparity between themſelves and him, as the 
—— Aden to the zealons;Chriſtian, to che 
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"OBIAS: thiokivg' tar his Ali 
0% 1 fers ſpeedy releaſe ſtom the toils of 
. eee dnt and chat his death was 
ear, gave to his ſon the young Tobias) his laſt inſtruc. 
tions: chey were the inſtructions of a good father to an 
225 fon; the reſult" of reaſon” and- the dictates of tree 

> ſhch as every parent ought to recommend fre- 
queen ly to his children during life, and enforceat death 

charged him to be ever dutiful and attentive to 
mother to fear God, to guard agaiaſt all fin, e 
1 


pup and impurity,” 10 give alms according to his abil 
es, to adviſe with ſome prudent friend in every buſin 

f importance, and to be always diligent ia holy} prayer. 
After this, he informed him of the money, Which Was 
due to him from (abe lus, and ahich be hired him to 
teceive. This debt he had never mentioned to his ſon 
before}! aud mexitioned-it only now from! a principle bf 
juſtice, that his ſon gt not loſe What longed- to 
him. The young man liſtened with dutiful reſpeck to 
is aged father, and received his inſtructions, as fpoken 
a man, endowed with the wiſdom of God. He pro- 
miſed to comply with every injunction, ao ane. he was 
able; the only diſpculty, that occurred, was how to reco 
a the ten talents from Gabelus, of whom he ktiew-no- 
Ning mure than his name. The father told him he muſt 
| Jake for ſome faithful 8 to how Rim the way to 
Rages, and carry with him Gabelas's-own haod-writing, 
as.a-proof of the debt. The obedient» ſon went forth to 
look out for ſuch a perſon, and meeting with-a.comely 
oung man in the appearance and equipuge of a travel. 
| fer ready for a journey, civilly faluted him; little 
thiaking that under ſuch a diſguiſe was comrealed the 
Angel, whom God by a ſpecial providence had appoint- 
ed 58 for his guidance and protection. He aſked him, 
who he was and from whence, and whether he knew the 
way into the country of the Medes? The Angel replied, 
that he was one of Iſrael, and well — with the 


road's 


. 


h 


1 


| . | 


roads of that country; that: be had 
knew Gabelus. The your 
good fortune in meeting 
willing to attend him 


Who was equally 


angel under the ſha 


Medes, and the dog 
together, till they came to the river Tigris: Tobias ſat 


on his 
draw 


* 
1 4 q . 
1 1 * 


B\V'BJE, | i? 


with a ſtra 
ghe introdu 


ys looked 


„t devbur him. Struck with affri 
ide, Wwho bade him take the 
m aſtfore. :-He did ſo. 


bis rhisfortune iu being no longer able 
_ of Heaven, A ffured him of a 
1 to conduct his ſon ti Gabelus at Rage 

ing him home again, Raphael therefore, 
| pe and name of a trayellin 
began to difect the ſteps of :young: Tobias wi 
care, Which has been alwa 
of that; Which our guardian A 
is à perfect model of that tender ſolicitude, Whi 
aſtor ought to ſhowin taking care of his 
ock. Tobias bade his father and his 
and ſet off with bis 


ügals 


ſay; the help 


ve 


#14 


told him to take out the entrails of the fiſh; 
uſeful in medicine, 


the heart, che Her, and the gall, as 
and proper to drive away all Kind of evil ſpirits: They 
roaſted part of the fleſh; the reſt they ſalted, and carried 
with them, as much as might ſerve, them till th 
at Rages. When they came within ſight of 
his guardian anformed him; that they muſt lodge 
one Raguel, a kinſman of his tribe, whollived in the 


th 


the 


reſpective 


been at es, and 
g Tobias ry eine at his 
uppen ſo qualiſied and 

him to his father, 
pleated” with the candour and frien 
Promi ſes of the comely youth; who called himſelf by 
name of 'Azarias; that is 10 


: of God. Ana- 


told: man, Who ſat bembauins 
to (ee: the light 
fpeedy.cure from God; ant 
„ and to 
the Arch 
Iſraelite, 
-pecutiar 
upon as a ſpecimen 
over ub, 4nd 
ehevery 


s mother farewell, 
uide' towards the country of the 
Howed him. They travelled on 


himſelf donn apon the bank to waſh his feet, when; be- 
hold! à monſtrous fiſh darted from the ſt 


cl 


The Angel moreover 


and lay up 


ream, as at its 
t, he called ups. 
by the gin, and 


ey arrived 
the town, 
With 


country, and had an only daughter, whom he ſhould 


demand in marri 


- 


ven different huſtiands, one after another, 


devil's malice had been all killed the very 


Tobias was ſtartled at the | 
Tal, : for he knew, that ſhe had been: already given to ſe. 
who by the 
faſt night af. 


ter 


: 


— ä _ 
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he met with * Fnendly welcome. Ragnel thought 


is this young man's ae. Ra uel i im 


„ 8 
— what. affected, bun Kilt ee Sits r deſt ach 
an actident befalling bim might alſe enuſe the :death:« 


his dear parents. Axarias veatwhed: wech has. EM 


afſared him, that the devil's power extended only 
thoſe, . who: without any reſpoct 7 odrwere: gi 
more. by lenſuality, than 1 90 fg it their cho, 
uſe of mattimony. He then taught Rim In. what man- 
ner be was to fanQify. his; mart — conclutied; byi 
ving kim fuck inftruftions, :ab-deſerve-the ſerious ddriw> | 

een * 8 who exgape in the marriage late. = x 
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e. bunter, ene, . wi 
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(houſe, where, tho” ani entire: ny 


diſcovered in the young man the bete Ef big 1 
Tobias, and aſked them, if they were acquainted with” = 
him? The man you enquire after, replied the Rm” 


his; arms round bis neck, and. DE ab tas 
ſaid; A bleſirig be apon'thee, my ſon, becauſeithoy/art; 
the ſon of n good and vintuons: man. Anne bn wifes. 
and Sarah their daagliter, likewiſe wept. When the 4 
ſalotations were over, he ordered an hoſpitable enter. 
tainment to be prepared. As ſoom as the dinner + 
rw. he defired them to fit down: | Pobias took tat 
of making his propoſals to Rague), and . : 


1 declared, that dene neither eat nor, driule im 


his honſe, uttlefs he would ftr promiſe to grant kim hi- 
daughter Saral in marriage. Riguel knew! rot what! 
anſwer 8 > for the“ he approved of the mateh, yet 
he durſt not his conſent, knowing what had — 
_— mer huſbands, As he ore fed in 
ſpenſe without maki 174 dar the Angel afaret!, 
W that bis daughter r had boy's pe provi wedge been” 
reſerved: for Tobias, and Lee : 


I 
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45 


and 
and 
"Iz 


| et for then, 

K 
took our of bis bag part of the = 

evil ſpirit: he exhorted 

in in prayer with him; becauſe being the 
Saints, and not joined — . 
not God, they were thus tu paſs | 
in holy prayer and continence. Fe - 
nothing leſs an the death of To- 


Dr 
very: ſolicitous about his he "i | 
" his con fent 40 tlie e ige "uns cn, 
witli: his- fab piety; delivered to him bis daughter 
with half his ſubſtance in bund for her preſent portion, 
and-promifed: the other half after his'own and wiſers de- 
ceaſe, He and Anna his wife wok their laſt farewell 
with the Kindeſf expreflions of love and tenderneſs ; they” | 
kille@ their dapghter with roars in their eyes 3 they're- 
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ſtumbling on to meat bis lon Q0they eagerly 


ſtocle and maney, and mothing mote Was 
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| commended to her to love ber huſband, 40 honour ber 
_ - father and mother-jn-lawy=to preſerve ordet in ber fun- 


ad to _be-particularlywatchful over her n eon- 
A. The good parents of Tobias were all tis while 
in great anxiety about their ſon, whoſe/abſence began to 


ſeem very __ His mother went every day to the top 


of a hill, to fäe if ſhe could deſcry him coming: ſhe zt 
laſt: perceived him, and ran with great haſte to- impart 


the joy ful tidings to her huſband. Phe. dog alſo," that 


had been the faithfullattendant upon his maſter*s 1 * 


ran before, and by ſawning and Wagging his. tail} ed 


frmed the welcome news. The father who Was 
blind, roſe up. and giving » ſervant his hang, ran 
embraced 
dneſt into 


each other; they poured out the teatbd of 


e one angther's boſom and When they ha | addred” and 


givenithanks 40; God, they fat down together! The” 

oung:r Tobias produced. the gall of the fiſh, us the Angel 
had told him, with Which he rubbed his father's eyes, 
and reſtored him to his ſight. Ie then gave them a 
faithful aceountlof all, that had happened iu his jour- 
ney 4 his ſpouſe arrived a few days after with all her 


wanting 

complete the happinrſs of 'Fobias's/ family, > Phe t 
concern was to reardl ſhe rer ee tolwhioſt ſer. 
vices under Cod they attributed; their good furtune:? 


they offered him one half of their acquired ſubſtance. 
The Angel then thought it time to let them know˖, Wũ ʃ!⁊eo 


he was ; he told them, his name was Raphael, one of the 
ſeven ſpirits; that conſtantly attend before'the throne of 


God chet he had been commiſiobed: by Al mighty God 
to acm pati the ſon an that Ke thv6anreengt hg p20 ah 
- hadzaviliblyo dig” 


up.thefathes*>prayers:to our Lord: 
that works of charity and devotion, faſfiag and alms- 
deeds, joined with prayer, were very acreptable in the 
eyes of God. He recommended to them a perſeverance” 
in the ſame holy practices, gave them his: bleſling, and 
vaniſhed out of ſight. Struck with religious awe; ey '/ 
fell proſſtrate upon the ground, where they remained for 


_ three:hours in ſilent prayer: when they roſe up, Tobias 


: 
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father began 0 proclaim the. praiſes of Almighty 
xd. for, 7755 works, and in a prophetic ſtile rehearſed 
the eee be was afterwards, do accom—- 
ſh. 10 his Church. x vis SE 8340 -viott 
.- The, venerable Tobias, who. had, ſeen: e eres of 

amen miley both in and after the deſtructiqu of his 
| Sy lived... two. and + forty. Fonts after he recover- 


t. and, died in 22 old age paſt a hun- 
ithful 


e left, behind him a imitator of his pie- 

2285 young Tobias, who to all ſucceeding ages is ſet 

as. à perſect image of that obedience aud teſpect, 
19 due from. children, to their parents. He is a 
. 3 to married . perſons, teaching them by 
at Mrtues, they are to ſanctify themſelves in the mar- 
ſtate, and with what attention they are to inſtruct 

— educate their children, that the virtues of the fathers 
may with their names 100 e * Jaden to the 
1 To. enn Ky 4 Hir 9 mn 
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V ST. the miſerable. Iiraclites. 4. M, 5. 

VV wete ſcattered-thro* the Aſſyrian. gere J * 
empire and groaning in captivity, the 

kingdom of Juda, which had been reduced to the, brink 
of ruin under the wicked, Achaz, began to recover itſelf 
under the pious Ezechias, ho ſacceeded his father ſix 


* 
— 


years before the deſtruction of /Tirael. -, Ezechias was a 


religiqus, prince, of whom the Scriptare- gives this, 
mony, that amongſt the kings, who ſwayed the ſegptre 
of. Ng before b. alter — be not his 
ual : y principle, prudent in his conduct, 
ev als ot adbered to the law. of God; my which he 
512 2 either to the right or to the left. Under 
auſpices a new face of things was ſeen over the whole | 
5 2 of Juda: where impiety and ſuperſtition pre- 
before, true N and religion flouriſhed. Ile 


deere n 'tho Temple, Which. bis father Ac- | 
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ha had hut ; he ordered the Prieſts and Levites to ſanc- 
eich themſelves, that * might be ' worthy to pority 
the Sanctuary, which had been profaned. The table 
 ſhow-bread, the altar, and the facred velltls, were re- 
red; the ancient ceremonies of religions'Wworſhip'were 
renewed, and holocaufts 6ffered to the Lord amidſt the 
lemn ſounds of vocal and inftramental muſic. He cut 
own the ſaerilegious grayes, removed" every object of 
ſuperſtitious worſhip, and Wong other things broke to 
poieces the brazen ſerpent, which from Moyſes's time had 
| een reſpectfully preſerved, but by abyſe Was at laſt be · 
come a ſubject of ſcandal to the people. For the encou- 
. . ragement of the Levites to attend their ſacred functions, 
be renewed the laws reſpecking the payment of t) 
and firſt- fruits. Such public virtues and ſuch zeal for 
the divine ſervice endeared him to Almighty God, who 
bleſſed his undertakings with ſucceſs, aud crowned his 
arms with victory. For Ezechias exerted himſelf* not 
only in repairing the ruins of his kingdom, but alſo in 
_ . re-eſtabliſhing the dignity of his 2 He recovered 
tte cities, that had been diſmembered from Judlea, broke 
tze growing power of the Philiſtines, and reſtraiutd chem 
wihin tlie l their own narrow territories. 'Aghaz 
had made himſelf and kingdom tributary to che Aflyri- 
ans. It was an indignity, which Ezechias would not 
ſtoop to. Rouſed Wirt a audahle indi nation to ſee the 
_  -glory of Juda thus fallen, he ralſſed his broken forces, 
ee F the Affyrian yoke, and rendered himfelf an 
independent monarch, Under this teligious King lived 
; the Freat Iſalas, his direftor in all his doubts, and com- 
| Forter in all his pains: for he bad e difficulties to 
ſtruggle with, and the powerful enemies, he had upo 
his hands, made him ſometimes diffident,. and doubrful 
of the evett, But being ihr, rue 8 of 
cat enliglitenec Prophet, he Yefeated the efforts of his 
_  ddverfaries, and ſoared above the alarms of his" own 
fears. © Happy js the Prince, who dildains not de Mark- 
en to the atvice of aprudent man, and happy was Tſai. 
84 having a king, hb knew how to profit by the ad- 
| Vice he gave him. Herice the holy Fathers made this 
"44 remark, - 
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that a dnt ag ——_—_— * vill neces 

y quarrel with the true ſervants of God, and will think 

him 39 85 in pi N ſpect to the mini- 
of God's holy * e the ſer vile 
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FSATAS was. 1 Algen el ur che royal = ET 
race of Juda'; he began to propheſy © gore 4 

in the reign of king Azarias, Wen be 
canuüed to do thro? the ſucceeding re 
pro res Re —.— 

e was at laſt m 
is renowned Seer for hi 
"ts ſtile and divine i 

clear inſight wot futurity, ratiles in che firſt place 'dmongt 
e He {peaks fo explicitly and with fuch 
_, preciſion of cf Jeſus Obriſt and his Church, that be dem 
do wiite more like un hiſtorian pemming down . — 
ef paſt or preſent tranſactionz, chan u Frophet, who i 
2 the far diſtant events of 'ages to· come. 
| we many viſions, that he had, the following is 


cone 20 the moſt ml. The Almighey appeured to him 
- in full majety» and, to uſe the exprefion of ſaint John, 
. "KO of God fitting upon ati elevated throne, 
_ efvironed a beo of melogious —— "who 
With heavenly” 8 the 
- Lord © 
by the Church, als * 
ore the Chon of ber Läturgy. a reveren- 
2 2 and mesſuring his 9 wich the ma- 
of what he bebeld, Tſatas durſt not preſume 


to 
- . his mouth; mor with unhallowed 5 rock — Lach 
12 myſteries. Kl e 
"28 ments of his heart, und one of the that 
Feel er ths thedjie bf G60, New to kim v a burning 
© eval ini his hind,” which he had taken up with a pair of 
n ated $964 55 +” ys 
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lips with the fire, and pronounced him purified from the 
Rain of ſin, The Prophet u pon that ered 5 
o and announce to: ige people of Juda, whatever the 
Fathers remark, Iſaias inſtructs the preachers of the Gol 
pel, with what purity of manners and intention they 
ought to undertake the ſacred miniſtry,” and how earneſt - 
ly they ought to pray, that God would-purify their lips 
and hearts, and by his grace make them f to explain bs 
e kane his hi by being fawed.jn two, daring the 


Wa 
perſecution. of Manaſſe. His death was precious in the 
e eee n ſpecified ol 
Saint Paul in his epiſtle to the Hebrews. . There ſpeak- | 
ing of the virtues-and ſuſferings of the ancient Prophets, 
— Ree, ſays, That 8 endured, their tor- 
en 2 and upon the hopes o rift! g to a better hife 1 <> 
fully, reigned the n when they found it all tn q 
no longer held conſiſten y with their duty to the Lom 
Almighty, They ſuffered mockeries and ſtripes ; they 
were bound in chains and impriſoned. Some were 
ſtoned and cut aſunder; ſome died by the ſword; hin 
others, of wham the world was not worthy, were left to 
wander thro' deſerts in diſtreſa, in want and miſery, © 


loaded with afflictions, and driven into mountains, : 
che dens of wild beats and eaveras,of-che rb. 
Eccleſiaſticus before Saint Paul kad alſo eie 
rpg Uaias. Ezechias, ſays the author of 
that, boo + did what was right in the eyes of God; he 
walked.in, the ways of David his progenitor under the 
direction of Iſaias the great and Fickt Prophet. At 
this Prophet's word the ſun retreated backwards in its 
courſe, and he lengthened, the king's life. Being en- 
lighten ae 9 Spirit ot God he ſaw: into the 
deepelt, receſſes of futufity, ang comforted thoſe, who 
wept in Sion. He foretold hat was to happen in the 
end of ages; he diſcloſed the molt hidden ſecrets, ; and 
declared them long ; before: the time. To e nw” 
comiums of Iſaias, and his fellow Prophets, nothing 
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. Ferre —— had ptomiſed to Salmaniazar, 
marched a powerful army into the kingdom of Juda, took 
W e e re tax upon the 
country, aug pbhiged Erechiae to purchaſe peace at an” 
_ enormoug: price,” He dres- off Mio troops accordin 
the/articles df agreement, but by a breach ef faith 11 
hack Badly 8 with a ſtrcag army to take poſleſion of 
Jeruſalem "Rablaces | in 4 file che moſt imiperious and 
infülting ſummoned the King of Juda to ſurrender; he 
mag the ueſts made by the Aſſyrians, ſaying, ' 
what kings they had:conquered,/-and what eountries they 
had babe oe repreſented, how raſh it would be 
in Ezechjas to think of reſiſting the'cotiquerot; whom: no” 
io Ae. ivine was able to contend yl 5 
garme os thro“ grief at hedrin ſu 
be pat Ar itential ſack, and retired into 
1 da of God to ſeck for conſolation by holy profes. 
Hy ſeat to let Iſaias know the anguiſh of his mind; nd 
tlie aſſiſtance of his prayers and advice againſt the 
eie that threatened; him. The Prophet haſtened to * 
comfort his Price, 'exhorted him to put his confidence © 
in is RO and promiſed that a ſpeedy meſſage ſhould make 
2555 from the holy city. Aud in effect Rab? 
* after to Join the king of the Aſlyrians,”” * 
| = was employed in the fiege of Lobna. 'News was 
there brought to 'Sennacherib; chat Tharaca, king of 
Ethiopia, Was upon the march with a great army to . 
attack them. upon which he diſpatched meſſengers to 
Ezechias with a letter full of chteats und blaſphemy, "2770 
5 N could » into a ſubmiſſion. le 
- oly 
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holy king had recours 10 Fes by pre, ax before to 
ing inthe Temple po botany Lehigh ps 57 | 


2 Sennacherib, and ſpreadin 
2 2 aloud : Lent Go T Iſrael, who litreft upon 


. 


i 
3 he army. f 
ibſtaw the numbers ot the Hain: 1 
:H ing were at an end, he thought, nd more of the cohiqu 
1 115 — . 
A we to Ninive, leava q 
47 Wee pur 
ee 4 
Long gaex r 
end ele —_—_— 12 Halina- 
N ef. in the temple of his idol, er 
nnacherib. by eee dean paid We 5 
bute dus. to the j uſtice of the G ce majeſty be 
inſulted, and ahold power he phemouly dch key 
Almigz Gel in one-night's. time and by che hand of.” 


— NITINS of a, valt - 
- empire 


One 
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neral. ruin 5 808 is han, as he. iy thx ee 
it Was ſays Saint „ becauſe he Td Kim -for the 
ſword Fe ys ma children: .The We 1 * of the * 
ee 
er NES 
0 a5 * Abra Ak BY 4 
if 2 Aue TY e, | 
1 f 8 
W „ e de dat be | . 25 wy 
8 htened by che army of * e 
Seen FAY dangerouſly i}; + Be- +a 
ing fond of life lie N to God for bly 7 
ä The P t Haias in a vility that he made him 
poſh his bed ef = 3 him to ſet his houſe 
2 pol +: and p at the on *% 
fab 1 ib rom wy 6nd towards the 
wall and wept. Rut his * r made him fill hope 
in he n 'Rillto pray,” a 
his prayer was: D The Prophet had 0 
kitf, and Tis gone as far” 2 his" middle of the ev 
_ when, he felt himſelf ſuddetly irifpired to gu back « 
tell the king, that' in 'corifideration/ of his prayers — 
tears the Eord had granted him ar nieve ; that in chre * 
Del appearance in 
11 
3 m-to:exhtbit ſome vi 
in confirmation oo promi ſes; upon which the * Fo 


4 


phet wrought che e er act: orf: Ane nl of ki 
Acha in makin the fliadow' ol the index' 
backward ſyom the point; it was then advs hey to. The . 
fame of Ezechias's great and virtubpsathovs had'ſ; 
itfelf thro! prom ries 4 Berodach ag hin] 
king of Babylon, ſent him preſents aud Intters of e 
2 eee 4 6 ny his health; An embaſſy 
fo t a monarch did hot a little flatter the king 
of fuda. td with the konour; that Was ne him, 
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gies who bebolds the in moſt receſſes of man's heart, 
| Baby lonians ſhould ſee has treaſures, they ſhould be a 
a 4 40 to the city of Babylon, and that his children, as 


eunuchs in the court of _ ee — 5 
dean granted him, a" 1 and reli ions 
of nine and twenty Fears. | He was ſucceed "His: 


Manaſſes, à boy of twelve eel ent old. This prince, un- 
| fortunately bereft of his f 


; 2 prac the remnants/of his le 1 
enemies. The Pabylocians Oba 


| 2 HISTORY or In an. 
14 Nen dis . the yold and filver yeſſels, the ſhini 


ple and royal palate. 'Almi 


is vanity of the prince, aud checked him tet it. 1 
t Iſaias to acquaint Him, that fince bs was pleaſed the 


well as others of the royal race of ods, ſhould ferve as 


to be verified in part ror ſoon after Ezechias's death 
which happened at'theien of the wh years, chat 


at An age 6d Salet to 
its own guardian, w up in vice, 25 in wickedneſs 


ſurpaſſed theiworitof his flors,” He undid all, Is 0 
His father had done; he ſeduced his ſub directe into the a 
minatiens of Achab'; he ſacrificed to B 

the whole hoſt of Heaven: he renewed-the Hlchy evor- 
4 mities of the ancietit' Amortheans, and ſet ap an idol im 


aal; he adored 


very Temple. By his order the ſtrerts of Jeruſalem 


wed with innocent blood and amongſt the 2 Vic- - 


tims of his eruel tyranny fell alſo the Prophet Illu, 
equally. venerable for his ff "as er * alte. 


Theſe and te, like crimes provoked A ty God to 
_ debounce againſt Jeruſalem 1 . nh 8 


\evenpeance, which he b 
dy executed upbn Samaria, to eraſe the city, and to 
into the bands of their 
after anvaded * 
Tana was defeated;'taken priſoner, bound in fer 


and carried off to Babylon. The miſeries he a hen fa. 
| fered; however painful in themſelves, became to Him the 
l erg big real happineſs. Aſfliction gave him underſtand- 


acknowledged the juſtice of God in his puniſh- 


mant, became a true penitent, und by his humble pr 


obtained not dnly the pardon. of his crimes, hut aleo a 


; releaſe from bis impriſonment: Being reſtored to his 


the * Which he had ca 7 public crimes. "He 


itigdom, he endeavoured! by Py pal virtues to 
reigned 


{8 
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ined: ye and dt years! Mank 
| ſhered text, an 4410 e the Lord to de truly God. 
| 'confeſſed! his ' omnipotence, which ſovereignly dif: 
of the things below.z be adored his juſtice, which 
res not even of themſelves; he experienced in fine 
N F oy POR: w_ dad pop 1 50 

indo the pognent. | th (719 9 
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Fun the reign of en 4 1 
and after hie teleaſe from capti- e Y 
vity, as ſeetns moſt probable, e ing. 
of ſuda was aged by a formidable army of 0 
inne under the command of Holofernbs. The ik and- 
of empires is in the hand of God, who at certain 
eg raiſes one nation to chaſtiſe the fins of another 
n, tl} the conquerors: themſelves deſerve by their 
crimes' to ſuffer. the ſame vengeance. in their turn, of 
| 2 they had been the inftruments before. The 11 
x A Reel were at that time permitted to extend the 
elts for the puniſhment of thoſe, whom they hey fob. 
Nabe oſor, who is carefully to be diſlin- | 
thed from the king of that name, who reigned in Bas 
Iron had! formed à project of reducing the nations 
wand to his obedierice, NO of making hiniſelf an uni- 
verſal monarch. For that purpoſe he raiſed an immenſe 
army, which he put under the command of Holofernes, - 
with ordera to conquer every kingdom in the welt, : He- 
lofernes fancied, that no r upon earth would be able 
to ſtand againſt him. Hioirdo troops like: à torrent over-ran: 
the earth tom; provinces; and kingdoms were 
aways 23 be marched: along ; his very nams. iruck ter- 
rot into all; before he came near them; for he plunder - 
ed and deſtroyed every 27 where the leaſt o tion 
was made to his progres. n arrived fo m all 
ts to malte their 3 Mum upon the terms, 
he was pleaſed to preſcribe ; and eee 
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the ervile honoury they paid him, it wh wj he 
eſt difficulty; (that they wete ſuffered: t6 ths aſter 
ived of their liberties and fortunes. ovinced 
be r Cieilia, Syria, and-Liybia, 1 e- 
ted to the conquerot.- are be th the 8 
_ coming faſt upon them : they caſt their e 
| hoſy rity and the Temple, 220 bein Tens I — 
Human effort, they could make; would be infulficient [a 
defend them, they endeavoured by prayer and ag 
eng g1g6 the Gol of age in heir rout” I im thy 
hoped as their only refuge, and in him they ſol truſt- 
_ ed for ſucteis in T n preparations they were 
ing. Holofernes being informed of their reſolution, » 
_ enraged.to think, th 57 a ped 8 could exif hardy enongh 
to oppoſe his N He defired to know; Who Ada pe- 
ple was, when Achior the genergl-of che Amen tes, 
Who was come to ſurrender himfelf to the. Aſſyriem, be- 
| Ea; to recount the origin and progneſy of the qe wiſh 
i he diſcourſed of the power dad majeſt/ of che Sd 
whom they adored; + the wonders he e 
at ſundry Limes in their defence, and concluded, 
ras As ort to ſubdue them would he ineSetual, lines. - 
| 2 had forfeited the divine proteQion; by their G. 
Ho ee age ane var by ſuch a ſperch i h 
wondered how any man conld img that amation'en- 
armed atid unůaunetd us he ſuppeſed the; _ to che, 
vould be able tc reſiſt the great Nabuchodsnoſor g he. 
dommanded e ee for 41s hold 
6 nulla, chere to 
Walt hit doom wick the inhabitants of che place. Achi - 
or related m the Bene, pe cxatp eraſperated Holofer- 
heb was, how he had vowed their! deſtraftion, and: what. 
— vengeance he threatened, as ſoon as he ſhould ſtorin their. 
| ity, The Bethalians humbled Weng irg before God, 


g beſolted 10 male the hoſt defence they could; 


' tedoubled their prayers with who 1 
825 Nee — — Be- 
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| 3 1 e 
the mountains of Galilee a — A F. 569. 
iy ſortied both by art & nature. IDES 
2 es at the head of an army, conkiling of f / 
dred and twenty thouſand foot and twenty. two thouſand 
| horſe, advanosd to befege it. The vaſt ſaperianity of 
his numbem was to damp the moſt intrepid 2 
ſolution pf men, —— in any other, than the 
divine per. The Bethulians. took up their weapons 
with a relianco on the Lord. of hoſts, and defend - 
ed themſelves with ſurpra vigoor, titi Holofernes cut 
off the conduit, and poſſeſſod himſelf of. the ſpringa, that 
. the town with wvater: Their cb cDurage mhenzunk; - 
and their former reſolution failed them. Nothing hut 
murmore and cries. of deſpondency were heard a euery 
- quanter j their ciſterus Were 2405 wo ſurcour: was e 
ed; finding themſelves in diſtreſs, they caſt! the whole 
blame pon their chiefs for not having made their peace 
at firſt wich Haloternes, and declared aloud, that it mas 
| better ito die at once by the ſword, than 60 drag out life 
5 ing death. Oviat, who commanded -in the 
and: faid--all- be could to confole and re 
— they were not inclined:to hear kim, and 
tuouſly inſiſted; upon his ſurrendering! the city immedi- 
ntely to che enemy; and it Was but by his tears and in» 
_ rreaties, that he ited upon them CIRC 
longer, «promiſing 40 comply with their requeſt, if wi 
in et time no-ſuccour: ſhould appear; Then it was, 
chat Judith began ro ſhow herſelf. Judith was a wider 
woman of more than ordinary virtue : from the tie of 
her huſband's death ſhe had Md adieu t the finery of 
_ dreſs, and tho? of a pletitiful forthiie-and pleai- 
_ ing beauty, had conſecrated the remainder of her days to 
devotion and penance. In the preſent diſtreſs of her 
country {he felt — booms on by a ſecret impulſe to 
make ſome for or th commen god. Sbe 
L r u an enterprize the — 
1 a gular 5 
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z it could only be ſuggeſted by that divine Spiri roar 
e ired her with 4 2 qual to che da 


it was to 18 Holofernes in his ooh, She ug i *. 

ar Chabri and Charmi N ene an 
ug repronched them for their def | 
— to preſeribe à time for tlie 3 mercy 
told them, that ſhe had formed a plan ſot their 55 

and begged their prayers for its ſucceſs. She — 

not What ber 2 was, and diſmiſſed them, As 
ſoon at they ſhe ſhut herſelf up 5 — 
ry, e herſelf; upon the ground, 3 god by 
prayer implored the divine bleſſing. She roſe up full 
rr ofine-" 
nance,' and adorned herſelf with all the graces, that 8 
richneſs and ornaments of dreſs could give. The 
of her ãntention ſanctiſied the action, and God Himſelf, 
ſays the ſacred text, added to fer benaty. Being attend-⸗ 
ed: by her maid, to whom ſhe gave a bottle of wine and 
read ſor their proviſion,” Judith went praying along the 
ſtreet, till ſhe came to the town-gate, where Ozias aud 
the ancients were 8 give er their" bleſſing, and 
wiſh+ſucceſs, to her undertaking; She dated id the 


gates and haſtened / down the hill Hoare ven Ay 1 
camp about break; of day, when the adyaheed Bu 
ired her coming Being ſtruck at her in 
ch rook and comdued her to the tent of Ho- 
 lofernes general. Holofernes was captivated at the 
—_ Cant hee charms, bade her not fear, and 
the motive of her coming. She replied, that it was to 
fly from a city, which lie ſaw was upon the-brigk of ru. 
in; becauſe its inhabitants by 9 czimes bad 
the: wrath: of God and were therefore abandoned to the 
ſword of their enemies. Holofernes intet Judith's' 
worde aceording to the pride of his on, heart, and ad- 
mired her wiſdom; in which ſhe ſeemed to dæcell as much 
as in beauty : he allotted her a ſeparate tent, and gave We 
orders, that ſhe ſhould be reſpeftfully ſupplied with eve- 
ry thing he wanted; and be ee to go in and out, 4 
when and as often as the p She returned his'cour-. 
teſies with thanks, hetfelf-from. W of che 
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DI made ute of the liberty le , U. . 
had received from Holofernes, of, Bg, N. & 660. 
goin in and out of her tent, to ad%j,οẽ/ eie 
84. ſhe went torth every night into the vale- of 
ulia, bathed in the fountain, and returned prayi 
Lord God of Ifrael;. that he would direct her 
eee On the fourth day Ho- 
— Jud "officers to ſup wich bim, and 
ſent an invitation/to Judith, that the would conſent not! 
2 eat and drink in joyfulneſs, but alſo to dell 
wil kim for be was dee — wt 1905-0 
WA ug in hopes, that it mi t give her an 
3 eee, wes ”__ pliſhing ing'Go deſign une vier 
country, did not reject propoſaß), 
=" * herſelf out to advantage, and —— 4 
general's tent. The general was unuſually 
occaſion, and drank more. plentifully —— tes 
done before. When it was grown late, the officers retir- 
2 and left Holofernes and judith in the tent together. 
Oppreſſed with r and e een ee de 
— 75 „and ſtanding before the bed for ſome time p 
e en God in leger: with tears in her eyes ſhe dot «a 
ed him to ſtrengthen her arm, and to ſecond her enden- 
in the ſervice of her country. Armed with forti- 
— 9 huts hott ſhe advanced to the bed's bead ; there 
hung the cimeter of Holofernes: ſhe took it down, the 
drew it out of the ſcabbard, then lifting up her eyes to 
Heaven, ſhe twiſtedd her hand: in his hair, and at two 
Arokes OW ena She wrapped" 
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they, ran to 


trunk ef 4 


countty was imd 
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au An immenſe ſpoil was ſhared-amongft the ce 
quetors, and publie rejoicings fo? the glorious vic- 
tory were continued for three months. Joachim 4 
. with all his aneients, went from Jeruſalem 
to fee - honour the woman, whom 

of Jeruſalem, the joy of Iſrael; and hos 

r people. FE from pes hr elated 2 


g r oe ryan eg gave the 
retired back to her domeſtic oratory 
free, reſumed her private practice 
per pore, ow md the 0 


EEE 


em . 


eee r g of le Bnet ; 
| diſplay the of 
Ing we ſee that God is „ 
ho fear him, and that invincible are they, who know 
how td put their truſt in him. A-fingle woman, by her 
ale 


— 3 


ed fortitude, defeated one of the moſt formid- 
armies, that were ever ſet on foot; ſhe alone pre- 


ſerved Bethulia, and reſcued the whole country r 7 
ſhy gained over herſelf. | 
ke prayer and faſting ſhejoined the virtue of chaſtity all 


ſttruction. But what makes Judith ſtill more worthy 
our admiration is, the victory 


—_— her widowhood; and when the victory, ſhe. 


of pavlice commendation, ' ſhe haſtened back within the 
e her private oratory; as tho" ſhe were à ſtranger 
to her o- merit, and humbly retreated from the 


of her fellow citizens, Lo e * vas ou Dae ws 
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gained over Holofernes, had ſet her up as the object 
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oon as he was of an age capable of acting for himſelf, 
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af M. e ING. Manalles 3 ſucceeded 

Before aj 626. K his ſon Amon, Who imitating 8 
impiety, but not the repentance. of his 

faber, died 'by the hands of his own ſervants, after a 
miſerable reign of two years: | The entimeliy death of 
Amon vacated the throne for his ſon, the celebrated Jo- 
ſias, whoſe name the Prophet had for ages before au- 
nounced to the world. This prince was inclined to deeds 
of goodneſs from his garlieſt years, nor to his lateſt breath 
did he ever deviate from the path, he had taken. A6 


—— 
— 
LY 

* 


for at his father's death he was but eight years old, he 


began by exterminating the idols of Baal, which bad 


been ſet ap in the country.” His zeal was not conſined 
within the bounds of his own. kingdom; he extended it 


to a great part of the territories, that had. been once 


ſeſſed by the unhappy Iſraelites, and kata to 
eſtabliſh the true religion amongſt thoſe go latrous-inha- 
bitants, who had ſucceeded to 4 po ns, Many 
altars and prophane groves had been left all fan ding in ; 
the principal towns of Manaſſes, Ephraim, Simeon, and 
Nephthali: he deſtroyed them all, broke the idols into 
pieces, and ſtrewed the fragments upon the tombs.:of 
thoſe, who had immolated-to them: he dag up the bones 
of thoſe devoted prieſts; who had once ſacrificed to the 
calves of Jeroboam, and burnt them upon the altar at 
Bethel. When he had done this, he ſet about repairi 

the Temple, which by profanation and neglect had — 54 
len greatly co decay. Then it was, that Helcias he 
High- prieſt, in examining into things himſelf, found 
the 55 of Deuteronomy, written by the hand of Moy- 
ſes, which he delivered to Saphan the ſcribe, wha carried 


it to the king. It was read aloud, and upon hearing the 


dreadful threats, that God there utters againſt thoſe, who. . 
ſhall depart from his holy law, Joſias rent his garments, - 
and commanded Helcias to go and conſult the Lord for 
him and the remnant of Iſrael and Juda, concerning * 
evils, 


(4 


{ 32% nr BEDEW 7 3oy 
evils, with which they were threatened in the book, that 
was found; There lived at that time in Jeraſalem a 
holy woman, called Holda, and noted for the ſpirit of 
prophecy. Helcias, in obedience to the king's com- 
mand, went to conſult her, and received for anſwer, that 
the threats contained in the ſacred volume ſhould: with 
the utmoſt rigour be executed upon ſeruſalem and the 
finful inhabitants thereof: but becauſe the king of Juda 
had been moved with the fear of God, and had humbled 
himſelf by - penance and true .contrition of heart,” that 


the weight of God's wrath ſhould not fall upon that 


place, till after he was On. depoſited with his an- 
ceſtors in the tomb. Upon the report of that anſwer, 

oſias called the ancients of Juda and Jeruſilem together 
in the Temple, and read to them the book of Deutero 
nomy from the 1 to the end When he had 
dene, he made a ſolemn covenant with Almighty God, 
and engaged himſelf to the things, that were 


written in the book, which he had read. Standing up _ 


his tribunal before the whole multitude, he promiſed 
his heart to obſerve'all the divine 


unfortunate was it for his kingdom, that de was not 


bleſſed with a longer life; going out unadviſedly / to 
battle againft Nechao the king of Egypt, he received a 
wound, of Which he died, after a godly reigu of one 


and thirty years. 
Almi 


be poured: down upon the kingdom of Juda. jokes ad 


exerted the moſt active zeal, not only to aboliſh the re- 


mains of idolatry, but alſo to renew the exerciſe of true 


the Paſſover with a ſolemnity unknown to any of his 


predeceſſors: by his exemplary piety he teaches kings, 


and perſons in authority, that their firſt duty is to God; 
FE 1 Rr 2 that 


pts, and by his 
muſhy exhortations perſuaded his ſubjeQs to make the 
| omiſe-! The exhortations. and example of that 
er ing had ſuch an effect upon the people, that tbeß 
ſwerved not from their duty, as long as he lived, ank 


gu God haſtened to draw this religious prince \ 
out of the midſt of iniquity, fays Saint Ambroſe, that 
he might not behold the calamities, which were going to 


religion thro” his dominions ; he celebrated the feaſt of 


”»— OOO Toe . ones er ene woo © 


— 


„ Ir A A 4 


tributes the felicity of this prince. The — a 


read the word of Wee r 
demie che. FT | 


his return! from the war, which he bad 6 againſt 
the Afſyrians, coming to Jeruſalem depoſed the miſera- 
ble Joachari whom. he (carried with him in chains in to 
Egypt, and appointed his elder brother Eliacim to reign 
in his place. Eliacim,” better known by the name of 


cut it into pieces With a penkniſe and threw it by ſeraps 


a men OF THE arg, 


e ere oboyed them ſelvrs, they 
"_ ſee 2 7 paid to God, and that 

doth by word and example they muſt en force at leaſt 
the ſame reſpett for the divine commands, a8 do 
for their own; | To the humble docility, with he 
liſtened to the book of Deuteronomy, the | 


on of an humble, docile heart, ought we to carry with 
$6; dw CTA 10 9 I — 
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FUBEA; Wings deprived of her laſt 88. 
good king, mourned as for the loſs Aefor *. 
of a common parent. "Fhewicked con. 1 10s 
duct of Joachaa, the ſon and ſuceefſor of Joſs, 83 
men more ſenſible uf their loſs. This prince, who 
no pretenſiqns to the'crown' by birth, gained it by 
bag of the people; and at the end of three months loſt 
it by the hand 2 Nechao king of Egypt. For Nechao'in 


Joakim reigned eleven years, and the“ he had the advan- 
tage of many living Prophets to point out the path of wir- 


tue, he nevertheleſs plunged into the depth of wicked - 


neſs. The prophecy of Jeremiah being read' to him; be 


into the fire, on actount of the threats it contained — 
him. The Spirit of God commanded [oreminh to pen 


don the ſame prophecy in another volume, and to add 
tin new threats to the former, Threats had no a 


upon the heart of a hardened finner; the meaſure vf Jac 

da's crimes was completed, the chief priefts and pebple 

plunged into the moſt ſhameful — Gen 
tiles, 


i 
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tiles, they polluted the houſe of God, aud {corned every 

meſſenger," that was ſent to remind chem of their duty. 

The long-injured mercy of Almighty God, call; * 

to repentance, was then turued into juſtice, and Babylon 

was the appointed by God to reduce the inhabi- 

tants of ada to the ſtate, to which Ninive had reduced 

thoſe of Iſrael, Nabuchodenoſor with a army 
laid ſiege to Jeruſalem, which he took hy eupitulation, 

grant ves his priſoner, bound him with chains and 
carfied bim with Daniel and other noble youths and part 
of the ſacred veſſels to Babylon. This happened” in the 
year of che world 3 398, and from that year is TREE 
firſt of the ſeventy years captivity, that the Jews endu 

in the country 13 yr darn te reco- 

vered his liberty again, upon his promiſe of paying true 

aNegiance and à yearly tribute to the — mo- 

narch, But breaking his oath by an open revolt at the 

end of three years, he again fell into the hands of the 

Chaldeans, from whom he received the juſt paniſhment 
of his erĩmes by a violent and dipraceful death. Joachin, 

alias Fechonias, his wicked ſon, ſucceeded kim for three 
months, hen Nabuchodenoſor ſnatched. him from the 
throne, and carried him bound in chains away to Baby- 

lon, His mother, his wives, his children-and chief no- 


bles of the kingdom were ſharers with him in his capiti- / 


vity : the treaſures alfo of che Temple, and the golden 

veſſels, which Salomon had finiſhed with fo mach att and 
magnificenee, were gt the ſame time tran to Baby- 
| low, In Judea little more remained the ſhadow 

of 'a kingdom, and fome ſad remains of its 4 (ed 
deur. K 9 A to "= Nod 
laſt frroke upon his THOLER . permitt ir 
power to fink by degrees, tht Go t of prefent cala- 
mites; and the gradual approach of greater evils might 


awaken them to repentance. ' Jedecias the uncle of Jo- 


achin and ſbn of Joſias was inveſted with the title, and 
appearance of king under Nabuchodonofor, ' He was a 

worthleſs prince, averſe to every thing, that was good, 
deaf to the exhortations of Jeremiah, and buried in vice. 


The body of the people imitated the example of their 


prince, ö 
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; they defiled the land with pagan crimes, they in- 


 ſulted the prophets and laughed at the divine 


Sedecias in the ninth year of his reign. revol ted againſt 

king of Babylon, and his revolt brought on the puniſh- 
ment due to his other crimes. Nabuchodonoſor led a 
formidable army againſt him, and blocked him up in the 
city of Jeruſalem, /-*Tho? beſet with the terrors of war 
without, and pinched with the. miſeries of famine with- 


in, the beſieged, vigorouſly deſended themſelves for 'two | 


years, A wide breach was at laſt made in the wall, and 
the town carried by aflaule 7" the wretched, Jews had no- 
thing to truſt to but flight and the victbr's clemency. 
Sedecias — by night, and fled towards ſericho. But 


being overtaken and brought back, he was preſented to 


Nabuchodonoſor, who executed ſevere vengeance upon 
him. Having ordered his ſons to be maſſacred before his | 
face, he plucked out his eyes, loaded him with irons, 
and carried him away captive.to Babylon. Nabuchodo- 


noſor having thus taken not ſo much his own, as the Al- 


mighty's revenge upon a ſtiffnecked peo le, returned in 7 


triumph to his own country, leaving Nabuzardan his 


general to complete the ruin of Judea; His orders were 
to throw down the. walls of Jeruſalem, to demoliſh the 
Temple, the royal palace, and the reſt of the houſes, to 
ay the inhabitants of every valuable effect they had, 
and tranſport them to Babylon, ſo that none ſhould re- 
main except the r huſbandmen, who were neceſſary 
to caltivate the vineyards and plough the land, * 
Such was the diſmal ſtate, to Which Jeruſalem was re- 
duced in puniſhment of her fins. Such was the fall of 
that once happy city, and with ſuch energy of expreſſion 
is her devaſtation deſcribed by Jeremiah in his Lamenta- 
tions, that one muſt have loſt the ſenſe of feeling not to 
ſympathize with the Prophet in his grief, Holy is our 
grief, and ſalutary is our affliction, ſays Saint Auſtin, 
when to a ſincete deteſtation of fin we join our tears of 
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| thing both aof er gun: 
5 amo 
ed for their tranim 


alſo. a great reverence. for 

choice/either.to. accom-. 
country. Com- 
ho were left with- 
uſe the 


who were too headſirong to pond by advice. The ap- 


pointment of Godelias. to be their povernour excited 
their jealouſy ; they refuſed to be to his authority; 
role up, and murdered him and his attendants in 
the town, of Maſphat. When they had committed the 
raſh action, they began to conſider and to dread-the con. 
"KP efleted; that Godolias had- been ap- 1 
pointed by Nabuchodonoſor, and that the. murder, they 
ty of, would be 1 upon as a e 

ority. The fear of puniſh- 
mouſly reſolve. to * ”̈ò[ the 
2 fly into Egypt. Jeremiah endeavoured to 


Polk. promaſing. that, if they ſtaid, no harm wo 


ready deſtined to. deſtruction. Notwithſtandin 
they. till perſiſted in their fir{ reſolution ; their fe 25 


the Chaldeans made them deaf to reaſon, and * 
fortunately concluded, that there was no —— to, . 


preſerve their lives, than by retreating into E * 

2 Thus was Judea abandoned by che I wane of - 

Its natives, and reduced to a loneſome deſert ; thus was 
a | * the 
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r fears, and to diſſuade them from. their | 


them, but if they went, that they ſhould ev 
of them periſh. in a land, which ie ork own, — -- 


- 
4 
* 
* 
4 


OY 


_ - w 
ag 3.4, I l 
2 et — — — 7 _ - 
» 3 » oe ne wor * 
* 
—ẽ—— ͤ ͤ — 
1 —— —_——_J * 
who 
— 


— = 
EO OIRS OS 
RESET * 


72 


— . — 


— * * AW 


— 
wn 
—— 


— 
1 


—— 


— 
„„ „ = - F Ld * -— = 
. £ — 3 * - = 
—_ = nd = 
el 24 — » = wy > = 5 — 2 ; 4%; 
% 0 * . W — . — 4 —— . — 7 Ap" 3 - —. - — aA 
I > 4 WEL. ot 4g woos — — — 
r E 7 o 
111 Ir En ⅛ ͤ. Nn x 1 WHOIS" OO, N2—7—7 — — 
— — 2 = 
be > _ — — — 
a a—_ —— —⅛ 
— 


had been given to their forefathers, an an inheritance f 
ever, if they had zemamed Zdieiufel,. tod me Lond: their 


effect 
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the plummet of the houſe of Achab, & the cord of Sama- 
ria ſtretehed ont upon Jeru! as the Lotd had Iong 
threatened; thus was the kingdom of Juda blotted out, 
and the degenerate Hebrew driven 3 


God. jeremian lad uſed his-endeavonrs. tor make the 


| people fenfible of. Thai criened, andi exhorta hom to 


avvrt thus ſtroke of di vine vengranee by a timely enen. 

Being actuated wich = — he ſought their 
ſalvation, not their praiſe z. he: not. their fins, 
he fpoke not what might pleaſe, but N 
miglit in fiyutt and roofe them: and when he found; t 
neicker his reprrſentations nor hiv echortations had a 

vp men, who were tunning beddlong int ruin, 
be admoniſhed' them to be .upor the watch a 19 
they might forget the ca&ligion of . 


pas 


ond of Babyton, leſt in the midi of 


| een 1055 abe 
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een Pen, 108 bei 2 —. 
580. ſuade that (ning i 0 "ns! - 

Jews; h Nabuekodendofor had 

** % ala oe own country, was forced to ac- 


- company them/inro'Bgypt, where, acc to the He. 
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brew traditiom, he fell a martyr to their e 
— reprehended them for their idolatry. 
the facertlotal rats, and doted amongh 9 
lor holineſs of life. Bei wap he 
Womb, he was in the edtly years of 
youth called to the-witiftry of God's word, and began 


te. prrach by the time he bas abtain ed the fl ftee neꝶ yeur 


of his age. He was favoured wich many revelations re. 
Iative to the future misfortunes of the , Id hits 
ſtile an) man wer of ' exprefiioy he i of alf the Prophets: 
the moſt pacbetie, as appears from his Lameritations. . 
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"which he knew would end in the ruin of his country, 
and therefore never ceaſed to admoniſh his fellow citi- 
zens of the impending calamities, which God in his an- 
ger had prep red for the puniſhment of an impenitent 
people. Hi 
animoſity of the great. feremiah faw the ſtorm of perſe- 
Evtion gathering round him; he ſaw bis enemies prepar- 
ed to take away his !ife, but Was not daunted ; he heard 
their chfeats, but did not rink from his duty; being 
reddy to Teal with his Blood the truthe he uttered, 
violence of his perſecutors made him more animated and 
porous in his public diſcourſes. The wicked princes 
of the people would hear Him no longer; they applied 
is Sedetias for leave to throw Him into a ciſtern of d 
mud. Tue King; the” zn adiniirer of the holy Proph 
weakly yielded to their requeſt, which was itmedintely 
ut into execution, and jeremiah muſt in a ſhort /tiitit 
ave been Rifled; if the king had not, upon the repre+ 
— of one of his officers, quickly ordered him t& be 
| taken out. | | 
Saint jerom ſeems to wonder how a man, alone and 
unſupported, as Jeremiah was, could ſtand againſt ſo 
matiy JO adverſaries : the holy Doctor then cor- 
FER his ſurpriſe, dives into the cauſe of that wonderf 


- 
5 
- 


Effect of the Prophet's fortitude, and ſcribes it not to 


the abilities of man, but to the omnipotence of God. 
For in the very firſt page of Jeremiah's book we find, 


that God had promiſed to end ue him with ſüch reſbluti- 


on aud fortitude of mind, as ſhould enable him to Rand 
unſhaken; like à column of iron or a wall of brass, 

FAinſt the attacks, that ſhould be made againſt hit, 

e wat affared of the divine protection, and from"thefice 
arbfe his force and confidence. From the fame ſource 
alſo ſprings that mapnanimity and undaunted A 2, 
which we fo deſervedly admire in the martyrs and othei 
f#ifits of God. In this ſenſe, Saint Cyprian ſays, that 
x mari of God, that is, à man, who with truth upon is 
Ups has che love of God in his heart, and the fear of God 

efore his eyes, defies the keeneſt rage of human malice; 
ſuch 4 man may be deprived of life, he cannot be over- 
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zeal diſpleaſed the wicked, and excited the 
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A. M. 42 PHE Prophet Baruch, however dif- 
Before J. C. 580. tinguiſhed for his noble birth, was 
ig more illuſtrious for his piety. Drawn 
by the love of virtue, he bade adieu to every worldly 
advantage, to become the diſciple of Jeremiah, wh FA 


ſecretary, he was, and inſeparable companion in his la. 


bours. He was the faithful interpreter of his maſter's 
will, and delivered the divine mandates to a ſinful nati- 
on with a magnanimity equal to that, which we ſo much 


admire in the conduct and writings of Jeremias himſelf. 


In the painful - hardſhips, Which that holy Prophet had 

to undergo, either in the diſcharge of his miniſtty, or 
from the malice of his enemies, Baruch never left him, 
being always ready to ſhare in his ſufferings and to help 
him by his ſervices, as far as he was able. Amidſt the 
heavy trials, which in the old law were a figure of thoſe 


heavier labours, that the miniſters of the Goſpel were to 


undergo in the new, he movingly. expreſſes, how his 
mind was affected at the evils, which he either ſaw in 
others, or experienced in himſelf. _ Alas ! unhappy man 
as Lam, ſays he in the depth of his affliction, why does the 
Lord thus ſend me grief upon grief? I paſs all the days 
of my life in groans, and my growing ſorrows leave me 
no repoſe. - Such were the complaints of a man labour- 
Ing under the load of adverſity.. Many of the ſufferings, 
which he had to bear, and which made the ſubject of his 
complaints, were the conſequence: of his attachment to 
Jeremiah. The perſecutions, that were raiſed againſt 
the one, fell likewiſe upon the other : but nothing could 
ever make him break off that connection, or depart from 
his venerable maſter, as long as he lived. He remained 
his faithful attendant in hfe, and became the zealous 
imitator of his virtues after death. He ſucceeded him in 
inſtructing and exhorting the people to their duty; his 
diſcourſg#breathe the ſame ardent zeal, but are tempere: 
with expreſſions of profound humility. Behold the man- 


ner, in which he addreſſes himſelf to Almighty God: 
| Hear, 


yd 


4 


e oo 


: en „ Win Ps BY © {.£ *F: 
ne Lord, our humble prayers, and put au end to 


| bur captivity for thy own fake ; draw us from the depth 


ol our afflitions, that the world may know, thou art the 


Lord our God, From thy holy habitation, O Bd. 


caſt down thine eyes of pity on us; vouchſafe only te 
incline thy ear, and graciouſly to hear us. Open thine 
eyes, and ſee : for the dead, who are ſhut up within the 
tomb, and whoſe ſouls are ſevered from theft bodies 
ſhall render neither honour nor glory to thy name, kt 


is the living, who bend beneath the weight of thy chal- 


tiſements, who humble themſelves in faſting and in 
mourning, whoſe eyes are grown dim with weeping, and 
whoſe hearts are rent with ſorrow, that ſhall give glory 
to thee, O Lord, and make thy juſtice be revered. 
Hence to all Chriſtians, who are the diſciples not of 
Prophets only, but of a crucified God, it. is obvious to 
conclude, that in rheir ſufferings they muſt be gone, 
as well as patient: for if patience be the perfection 


humility is the ſanRification of patience, which 


arity 
is the fo pport and preſervative of every other virtue. 


XIII. The twelve minor Prophets. 


PA and Jeremiah, with Ezechiel and Daniel, are 


called the greater Prophets; but why they are ſo gal- 
led, no other reaſon can ſeemingly be given, than that 
they are more diffuſe and voluminous in their prophecies 
than others. For all prophecy is equally from God, and 


whether it be long or ſhort, it always is a p 
a 


gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Beſides the four we have men- 
tioned, there are twelve others, who being not ſo exten- 


ſive in their writings, are commonly called the minor 


Prophets. The time, in which they flouriſhed, includes 
from the firſt to the laſt, about four hundred years: for 
they lived not all at once, but were ſent at different pe- 
riods by a merciful providence to oppoſe the torrent of 
impiety, and to — 75 the faith of an offending people. 
Baruch is not ranked by name in either claſs ; for the 


prophecy, which now bears his name, was for a long 


98 2 ; time 


316 HISTORY OF THE | AGE 5. 


thayg have been the work of Jeremiah, and in 
1555 ig yet 8 to have been mou dictated by him, 
penned R N Baruch after his flex 
In the order of time, the 6 Fe minor Prager 
F to have een Jonas, o wh wh mention h 
made above, and he . to propheſy, When he was 
Very What Pos he foretold the conqueſts, Which Je- 
boam the ſecon king of Iſrael; was to make a gainſt 
the Sytians, by reitorio 11 borders of Iſrael from Emath 
4 an 4 
This was under the reign of Amaſias, kin 8 
of foda, Wa 823 years before Chriſt, This p cophet 
wil on to the city ? inive was of a later ie? 
| ſee propheſied under Ozias, Jeathan, Achaz, 2 
 Bxechias, kings of Juda, and continued n | os 
155 $ century: having begun about 815 years 


597 propheſſed in the Se \ va of Ozias, king of 
a bour 7.80 years before ( 

14s, tha* he has made no . of the time, in 
1 lie lived, "ſeems to follow cloſe upon the two laſt 
mentioned prophets, 

Micheas propheſied 16 the reign of Joathan, king of 
Juda, and expreſely ſpecified Bethlehem far the place of 
our bleſſed Saviour's birth, 750 years before the time. 

Nahum prop pbeſie after the ten tribes were e 
into e and foretold the deſtruction of Ninive. 
He lived un (or Ezechias, king of Juda, about 713 years 
es Fatt 1 An . 

oel, althobit be not in W 1 e | 
10 ſeems to have ol the nder ws Manaſles, Bars of 
Juda, ud foretells the great evils, that were * 
2 oh. the people for their fins, about 689 years beforg 


Sophonias lived in the reign of Joſias, ſon of Amon. 
and pronounces a woe on the ligfyl city of Jeri PIR, 
about 640 years before 


Habacuc was cotemporary x wi 24 bete Jeremias 
and Daniel, foretold the invaho of he oo aldeans 


againſt Judea, and lived to fee his prophoy FallIed 600 
years before Cyl. A 
ggeus 


« 


» FY . 


HOLY Ma a7 


clied 520 befere Chriſt, and was zealous 
io n the oy torebuild the Zenon after their 
in from Baby 6 
barias 10 at Soba ſame time wich A "that is is, 
a little after the Babylonian 2 ſpeaks very 
clearly of Jeſus Chriſt, of the converſion of the Gentile, 
and . flouriſhing ſtate of Chriſt's Church. 
Malachias propheſied after the Temple Was rebuilt, 
and i is the laſt of the Prophets.. For from his time no 
Prophet appeared, till John the Baptiſt, according to his 
4 * 2 from the deſert to prepare the way 05 
e great Meſſias. 
[1 theſe holy. Prophets, as is evinced by heir writ! 
ings, were animated with the ſame ſpirit, and with the 
ſame energy inveighed againſt the wickedneſs of = 
times. In the moſt explicit and deciſive terms they ſpe 
of the promiſed Meſſias, the Father of the. 1 2 1 
and Sahfour of the world. And the Meſſias, who by the 
mouth of theſe Prophets thys announced himſelf i th the 
world ſo long beforehand, has convinced mankind, that 
he had a ſelf-exiftent Being, before he took fleſh and 
dwelt amongſt us, and that the time, at which he choſe 
to become n, was fixed by his own free will. For 
heſy, according to the Scripture itſelf, is one of the 
. convincing proofs we have of the Divinity. It tan 
belong to none but God to comprehend the boundleſs 
extent of a and in his eternity to behold the future, 
as intimately preſent to him as the paſt. Therefore one 
of the holy — in inſulting the idols of the Gen- 
tiles confidently ſaid, Tell us the ſecrets of ey "ad 
bas * . you are e 


4 xaav. The fie Bel Engr, l. 


'ZECHIEL, the ſon of Buzi, of the 4. N. 

prieſtly race, was inſpired by Al- Before J. C. 2. 
mighty. God, in the country of Baby- 

* to inſtruct and comfort his fellow captives by his 

LG al gy which are conveyed in a ſtile Range 


myſterious 


* 
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myſterious and ſublime. In the fifth year of the capti- 
vity of king Joachin, with whom he had been led away 
out of Judea, eleven years before the total deſtruction d. 
Jeruſalem under Sedecias, being upon the bank of the 
great river Chobar or Euphrates, he perceived a whirl- 
wind rifing from the north, and a preat cloud fraught 
with fire, which enlightened the atmoſphere around. In 
the midſt of the fiery cloud appeared four living creatures, 
who. in ſhape: aud body bad the Jikeneſs of a human fi- 
gure; but their head and feet were of a very fingular ap- 
pearance. For each one had four faces in an oppoſite 
direction looking towards the four points of the heavens; 
the face of a man was on the fore part of all the four, the 
face of a lion on the right, on the left was the face of il | 
ox, and behind was the face of an eagle raiſed ſomewhat 
higher. | They had four wings, one on every fide, and 
under. each wing a hand, reſembling that of a man; their 
legs were ſtreight, and the ſole of their feet was like that 
of a calf. Two of their wings covered each one's body, 
and the other two were extended and lifted up, as it were 
ready for flight. Whenever they moved, and they moved 
as. the impulſe of the Spirit directed them, their motion 
was ſtreight forward, and they ran and returned like flaſh- 
es of lightning, neither did they turn about, when the 
went, each one having his face always pointing forward. 
Their whole figure plowed with the appearance of burn- 
ing coals, and of bright-flaming lamps. By the fide of 
each Cherubim, for the Prophet tells us, that he knew 
them to be Cherubims, ſtood a wheel with four faces, of 
an immenſe ſize and dreadful appearance, ſhining like 
the chryſolite ſtone, and having their circles full of eyes, 
Each of the four wheels was a compound figure of two 
wheels ſet acroſs one another, and 75 formed as to run 
with equal volubility towards any one of the four points 
of the world without the neceſſity of turning. For the 
ſame divine Spirit, which actuated the living creatures, 
alſo actuated the wheels, and they all ſtood ſtill, or mo- 
ved an in the ſame proportion and velocity toge- 
ther, as the Spirit of life impelled them, forming as 
it were a magnificent chariot, in which the Almighty 
rode, For over the heads of the living creatures 
| was 


1 


Ros; Mei 0 


was expanded the likeneſs of the firmament reſem- 
bling cryſtal, and above the firmament a throne, ſhining 
like the ſapphire- ſtone, and on the throne was the appear- 
ance of a man, glowing like reſplendent braſs from his 
loins upward , and from his loins downwards like ſhin- 
ing fire. At the fight of this awful viſion Ezechiel fell 
upon his face: the Lord bade him riſe, and announce his 
judgments. to the children of Iſrael The Prophet roſe 
in * to the divine command, and remained ſeven 
days in affliction with his people, when the Lord ordered 
him to go into the plain, where he ſhowed him the ſame 
myſterious viſion a ſecond time. The term fixed for the 
total ruin of Jeruſalem was in the interim haſtening on: 
the remaining part of its inhabitants plunged into freſl! 
crimes, and their hearts were hardened in iniquity. Ia 
the fixth year of king Joachin's captivity, Ezechiel ſaw 
the glory of the Lord a third time, being raviſhed in ſpi- 
rit to Jeruſalem. The four living creatures and the wheels 
were exhibited to him in the ſame manner, as he had ſeen 

them upon the banks of the Euphrates. He moreover ſaw- 
fix champions in armour, advancing to deſtroy the ſinful 
city, and. befides them a man, clothed in linnen, whom 
the Lord commanded to take of the burning coals, which 
were in the midſt of the wheels between the Cherubims, / 
and to pour them out upon Jeruſalem, | After that the 
Cherubims. lifted up their wings, and the wheels with 
them, and the glory of the Lord departed from the midſt 
of the city, and reſted upon the mountain of Olives. - The 
Prophet ſaw it no longer, and was reſtored. in ſpirit to 
the and of. Chaldea. | Fee 
The images, which are exhibited in this viſion to Rae 
chiel, ſeem calculated to impreſs upon the minds of the 
Jewiſh people a lively and reſpectful idea of the majeſty 
of God, whom they had been uſed to conſider, as fitting 
upon the Cherubims. To ſtrike with awe, and to deter 
them from ſin, the Prophet deſcribed the Lord as coming- 
forth to chaſtiſe them in his wrath, which was repreſent- 

ed by the whirlwind and fiery cloud ariſing from the 
north: for Babylon, from whence the Almighty poured 
vengeance upon his faithleſs people, lay to the north of 
Jeruſalem. | 1 | \ 
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. M 2419, PZECHIEL wis inſpired; #3 Ms 
Before Te 583. 1. been ſeen, th declare the ſevere 
Gen judgments of Almighty God to the im- 

penitent Iſraelites in the figurative language of ſublime 

propheſy. The viſions, in whith he aw the heuvy tha” 
tiſements prepared by an injured Peity not difly paint 
the Jewiſh nation at that time, but alſo agaiolt a Hufut 
world in the latter days, are myſterious Aud alafthitig. 

He was likewiſe favoured with other viſions; Whirh were 

calculated to inſtil comfort into the aMiaed; aud to ex- 

- bibit the pleaſing effects of the divine Pooditels tö à re. 

enting people. In the twerity fifth year bf kis captivity 

vas trafifported in ſpifit to one of the high môountain 
in Judea, Where he faw the temple of Jert{alem"teftbred 
to its ancient ſplendor, and the Flory of the God of Iſrael 
entering into it again by the fame Aer Fare, through 
which he Had ſeen it depart; according to t —— — 
which had been frown him twenty years before in the 
viſion. of wheels and Cherubims near the river Chobar. 
The re-eftabliſtment of the Jewiſh nation had Tome year- 
before been diſplayed to him in Mis extradftinary vient 
of the beues. He was taken tip by "the Spitit of God, 
and ſet down in the midſt of a plain; Whlch was ſrätter- 
ed over on every fide with a prodigious' number of dry 
bones. After he had been led round, and Had for veyed 
the horrid ſpectacle at leifure, the Lord commanded Him 
to bid thoſe bones unite again, and feſume their former 
ſtate. The Prophet ſpoke, as he was commanded in the 
name of God, by whom all things live, and to whom 
nothing is difficult. He commanded the dry bones to 
hear him, and as he prophefied, behold a great commo- 
tion with a ruftling noiſe began amongft them: bones 

' approached to bones, each one fixing itſelf in its feſpect. 
ive ſocket; the nerves and muſcles were ſtretched out 
upon them, fleſh grew over, and they were clothed with 
fcin, ſo that nothing but life was wanting to retiew and 
perfect their former being. O fon of man, ſaid the _ 


„ ln iin a 


| _ rex 8 6 come Le So four 
winds, and blow upon: e again. 
Ezechiel f poke, and at his word the weep | Ht, — 
them, and they lived, and ken l 
—— — army. Almi iy Was 
the 11298 to his Prophet, and i inform 
d the bones were the houſe of Iſrael, who u 
kruQion of their city ſought, * ho Wins 
exiſtence entirely cut off : but thar he 935 
| aves, that he would. raiſe and 275 them 
— land of Karl, where they and theis RE | 
0 uldren ſhall dwell ; that his ſervant David - 
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prince for ever, that his S ſhould 
he would be their God, and they ſhould 
that the nations in fine ſhould know, He 
9 of e when his W 
conſole e in 
. ure them of his e upon or 
and thus 2 he to lead them back 
their captivity, and re them to their countr 
effectually came to * ears after under t 
* of Zorobabel. 4 labern promiſe of Fri 
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Ka people © and cleanſed from 1 in the 
blood of Jeſus C ſon. of David according to the 
fleſh, the Church, as one undivided fold, was then * 
Co by the divine Spirit, that it ſhould multi y an 
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"gba M8416, © AT the time, that king Joaklus Erl 
Bifore J. J. C. 590. fell into the hands of Nabuchodo- 
naoſor, Daniel, à youth of che roya! 
blood of Juda, was with" many others carried away to 
Babylon. When they were brought thither, he with 
three other virtuous ' and comely youths; Whoſe names 
were Azatias, Ananias, and Miſael, was choſen out by 
Nabuchodonofor's order to be inſtructed in the Tanguage 
and manners of the Chaldeans. Aſp ener, the maſter 
of the eunuchs, committed them to the care of Malaſar, 
a principal officer at court, who had orders to ſee — 
Intl knouriſbed with the proviſions of meat and wine 
from ths king's table, that at the end of three years they 
might be fit to appear before the king. The religious 
ouths being afraid of eating any thing, that was for- 
bien them by the law, earneſtly intreated Aſphenen 
not to inſiſt upon their taſting any thing beſides water 
and legumes. Aſphenez, however willing to indulge 
them, Was apprehenſive leſt ſuch . diet inſtead of nou- 
riſhing might make them look pale and meager, Which 
he knew would diſpleaſe the king. Daniel therefore 
made bis 1 to Malafar, and begged they might 
be allowe LY their meager diet only for ten days. 
Malaſar conſented, and at the end of the term there ap< 
peared upon their cheeks a more freſh and more healthy 
loom, than in any of the other children, who had been 
ampered with the king's delicacies. - Hence we ſee, 
kw i much God is pleaſed with" a well-regulated abſti- 
nence, according to the order, which ke has eſtabliſhed; 
and that it is not ſo much in the food we take, as in the 
bleſſing, which he gives it, that the nouriſhment of life 
conſiſts. The four Hebrew children were preſented to 
the king at the end of three years, and were found ſo 
well accompliſhed, that in ſcience and wiſdom they far 
7 aſſed the natives of the country. Daniel diſtinguiſh Þ 
4 himfſetf even above his companions. He ſhone with 
e talents, and began to be known for his gift of 
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ual to the chaſtity of her mind. They obſerved, that 
— people departed at noon, Suſanna went every 
day to take a, private walk in her huſband's orchard, 
where there Was a bathing place. They were as yet ig 
norant of each other's ſecret deſigns, but happening one 
day to meet in the ſame place, and for the ſame wicked 
purpoſe of watching an Tee to meet with Suſan- 
na alone, they diſcovered their paſſion to one another, 
and agreed to .concur together in purſuing it. They 
ſtole one day privately. into the orchard, and lay conceal-. _ 
d. Suſanna ſuſpefting nothing of their being there, 
went as uſual, to take her walk; it was a hot day, and 
the coolneſs a ſtream invited her to bathe. She 


bade the tud maids, that attended her, fetch. the oil and 
waſhing balls, and carefully ſhut. the doors of the or- 
chard. The maids did as they were ordered, and went 
out, by a back door. They were no ſooner gone, than 
the two elders ſuddenly aroſe, and running up to Suſan- 
na, made their criminal propoſals, and preſſed her con- 
ſent, ſaying, that if ſhe refuſed, they would bear wit- 
neſs of her having ſent away her maids, that ſhe * b 
er „ 2 n 
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ſanna in the fact of adultery; that chey had! her 
With a young man, whom they had attempted to ſerure, 
but for want of help had been forced to let go. An ac- 
 . . cuſation was then lodged in form againſt the innotent 
_  Suſanva, and ſhe was cited to take her wial next dap 
S ² A OO” 


Before J. C. 590. V der fende flood blamiog with ſhame 
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An in private wich © Young wal ey Rad diſcovered 
| ith her, The virtuous Suſatina fiphed/' and ſaid, Lam 


Areightebed on every Aide; for if 1 do this thing, it is 

desth to me, and If 1 do n not, 1 man not efcape your 

bands: bur it is berter for me to Fall gulitleſd 25 your 
bands, than to fin in the fight of Ge 

_ railed her voice, aud às Toud'as ſhe Youts;"cried' aur for 

belp, The elders alſo cried out at the ſame time : full 

_ of malice and vexation, they rau to the orehard pate, 

and. declared to all they met, that they had ery — da- 

ey 


Witk that fire 8 
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AM gie. Gos ANNA“, family were alt in tes rs; 


And coveret with confalion : they bal 


12 been long acquairited with her character, und knew it to 


be the very reverſe of what the was then accuſed of. She 
was carried to the place of trial ; the two eſters were al- 


= : 


al there, her judges, witneſſes, and accufers; She 


before them modeſtly covered with her veil; which 
thoſe wicked. men commanded to be drawn from her 
face, that ſo at leaſt they migüt be fate wir her 
beauty. Her friends aud acquatntance wept; She'poor- 
ed forth-a flood of tears, and lifting up ber Eyes to Hea- 
ven, as the witneſs of her miiocence, placed ber confi- 


dence in the Lord, The, two Elders, Yiling up in the 


" oy " 


midſt of the people, laid their hands upon her hend, 


Rated the charge, and related a kiRitious Rory of their 


don to prove it. The people being ſayed by their au- 
| thoxrity, and impoſed upon by the venerable appearance 
of their boary locks, condemned her to denth, upon no 
other evidence, than that of her iniquitous accuſers. 


As 


* 


0 42 * 


0 ſoon is ſentence. was given, Sufinra with + logs | | 
_ voice called 228 to whom * l! 


PG — os 


that the was innocent, and ſhould die guntleſt of the 


crime, which was malicioufly forve by her enentics, 
Her eries were heard by the E diff ardea by 
men. As ſhe was led to be put to dearth, Daniel, 4 


| „ being moved by the tmpulſe of Gos hot; 
She 1. — Jam innocent of the bood of 815 
woman : return to judgment, ye children of Ffract,” fo 
| os borne falſe witneſs againft her: The? fingle 
unſüpported in the middle of a fbrious croud, ſays 
Saint Bernard, Daniel raiſed his voice in favour of Ops 
_ preſſed innocence, and publicly vr againſt a ſen. 


tence, which he knew to be unjuſt. He had che people 
and the judges againſt him ; but he tathes choſe to ex- 
ſe him 


to the cenſure of men, than Ge ality 


People were ſtruck, and returned in Rafe to the place 7 
dk fadgment. The old men invited Daniel, fince GG 
bad given him the honour of old age, to fit down 

. . amongſt them, Daniel told the People: to ſeparate the 

two old men, that he might examine them apart. His 
advice was followed; . ueſtioned them ſeparately 
about the place, and aſked under what tree, oy had 
feen the pretended crime committed. They" had not 
been aware of that ee nor prepared their aufer: 
the one contradicted what the other had affirmed. The 
ſforgery by that means was detected; the addkerous 

1446 judges were convicted of Fear and flander, and can- 
2 ned to fuffer the puniſhment, to Which they nad juſt 

before condemned the chaſte and innocent Suſana, 

| _ The boly Fathers ſpeak in à very bigh faint of Su- 

- fatind's'yirtue ; the may be juſtly filed the Hohbur of | 

ber ſex, while the two elfets Will be alwa detefted, as 1-3 

me diſgrace of men, Being Judges, and advaticed in 

. - life, their age und office gave them great ſway amongſt 

the people, and that ſway they mite uff of ib pete 
- thee innocent for a crime, of which they alone were gulf! 
ad nnn, 


: 
rr 
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Te, Admirable on the other hand is the fortitude, that, 
uſanna ſhowed in the attack, they made upon her. 
Alone and deſtitute of every ſuccour, but hat he oped 
from God, ſhe was ſuddenly aſſaulted by two men, who. 
ſolicited her to an action, which her heart deteſted; 
they promiſed her life and ſecreſy, if the. conſented, pub- 
lie ſhame and death, if ſhe refuſed. Suſanna being thus 
reduced to the alternative, either of conſenting io ſin te 
ſave her reputation and life from danger, or of ſacrifice. 
ing both to preſerve her innocence, ſhe did what the 
love of virtue inſpired her to do; ſhe turned. her thoughts 
on God, in whom her heart had confidence, as the 
Scripture expreſſes. She conſidered him preſent, as the 
judge and witneſs of her conduct: her reſolution was to 
pteſerve her ſoul from gullt, to retain the fayour and 
friendſhip of her Creator: reſigned to whatever the ma- 
lice of men could do againſt her, ſhe choſe to ſecure. her - 
ſelf a life, that, ſhould never end. Her ſteady virtue 
therefore received the divine bleſſing, her innocence was 
cleared, her huſband and friends gave praiſe to God her 
protector, and her chaſtity is become a pattern for all 
_ Tucceeding age. | 
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S XLVIII. Nabuchodens/or's dream. Dan, 2. 


A. M. 34% THE manner, in which Daniel had 
Before J. C. 583. .. acquitted himſelf in ſaving the lite 
of Suſanna, gained him great credit in 
the ſight of the people: his fame from that day forward 
began to increaſe, and he was ſoon after called forth to 
ſhine in a more conſpicuous ſphere of life. A kill more 
than human in interpreting dreams, ſuch. as formerly 
paved the way to Joſeph's. preferment in Egypt, was the 
occaſion of Daniel's riſing to the higheſt dignities in Ba- 
bylon.. But Daniel's talent was auf more excellent than 
that of Joſeph, in as much as Daniel diſcovered not 
only the meaning of the dream, but alſo the dream it- 
ſelf, Nabuchodonoſor had had-a dream, of which. he 
remembered nothing more, than that he had been * 


10 j 
5 os = A Mi: £- 4 4 
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by alarmed. Ie ſent for the wiſe men and aſtrologers 
of his Kingdom, to tell him what it was. They all de- 
clured it to be impoſlible for any man upon earth to di- 
vine what another man had dreamt of, and that none 
but the Gods themſelves, whoſe converſation was not 
witk men, could ſatisfy the king's demand. Nabucho- 
donoſor grew furious at their anſwer,” and in his wrath 

ave' immediate orders that all, Who had the name of 
wiſe men, ſhould be put to death. The order was haſt- 
ened into execution: Daniel and his three companions; 
Ananias, Azarias, and Miſael, were reputed in the num- 
ber of wiſe men; and accordingly fought for to be put to 
death. They had not yet heard of the extraordinary 
and cruel decree, which the king had paſſed for that 
purpoſe, and remained ignorant of their danger, till 
the very man, who had the execution of the order, 
informed them of it. Daniel went immediately to the 
king, and begged he might have ſome time allowed him 
to conſider upon and reſolve his intricate queſtion. Be- 
ing indulged in his requeſt, he came back to his compa- 
nions;” defired them to join with him in prayer to the 
Father of lights, and that very night the whole myſtery 
was revealed to him in a viſion. - He preſented himſelf 
next day before the king, and offered not only to relate, 
bat to interpret the dream, which none of the wiſe ten 
of Babylon were knowing enough to find out. Nabu- 
chodonoſor ſeemed to expreſs ſome doubt, whether Da- 
niel himſalf would be able to ſatisfy his demand, but 
defired to hear, what he had to ſay. Daniel then began: 
Being in your bed, O King, you began to think What 
revulutions might happen in after times, and He, to 
whom no myſtery is unknown, ſhowed you the things, 

= 5 that ate to come, You ſaw in your ſleep a tall and 4 

bulky ſtatue of a horrible aſpect, ſtanding before you. 
The head of the ſtatue was of gold, the breaſt and arms 
of ſilyer, the belly and the thighs of braſs, the legs of 
iron, and the feet partly iron, partly clay. You ſaw it 
ſtanding in that manner, till a ſtone, which without the 
help of human hands was cut from a mountain, ſtruck 
it on che feet, and crymbled the whole into duſt : _ 
OO | at, 


kingdom be parted within itſelf, when from God a fifth 
over the whole earth, and which no 
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that the ſtorie itſelf became a -mountaio, and filled 
the whole earth. Such, O King, was your dream, and 
this is the interpretation of iti. The golden head of this 
Huge ſtatue ' denotes you: and your empire. To yours 


mall ſucceed a ſecond, but leſs empire of ſilver, which 


ſhall be followed by one of braſs, till the fourth of iron 
mall ariſe and break down all before it. But as the ſta- 
tue's feet were partly iron and partly clay, ſo ſhall this 


kingdom ſhall be eftabliſhed, which ſhall extend itſelf 
overturn, and no length of ages put an endjto. Nabu- 
chodonoſor liſtened with attention to the wonderful nar- 
ration, flood aſtoniſhed at the Prophet's wiſdom, and at 
the concluſion of his diſcourſe bowed reſpectfully 
to do him homage, confeſling his God to be the- God 
Gods, and the Lord of kings. Daniel was immediately 


loaded with honours and royal favours ; he was created 


prince over all the provinces of Babylon; and at his re · 
queſt, his three Hebrew companions, whoſe names were 
changed into Sidrach, Miſach, and Abdenago, were ap- 

inted to preſide over the public works in the particu · 
S of Babylon. This department required 
their attendance in the country, while Daniel, now cal · 


led Balthaffar, was conſtantly about the king's palace. 


$ xLIX. Hebrews in the fiery furuace Das. g. 
: A. M. 5477, | HE three young Hobrews fon 
Before J. C. 38g. 


lence to ſtru 
them ſelves 


tion they had much envy and malevo- 
againſt, The Babylonian nobles though 
graced by thoſe honours,” which — 2 


- owed on ſtrangers, and watched every opportunity of 


revenge. Nabuchodonofor had fet'up' a golden flatde 
of an enormous fize, and by a public edit commanded 
the nobles and chiefs of his kingdom to come to the de- 
dication of it, and to adore it under pain of death. 
Tube day appointed for the ceremony was at hand; the 
5 Chaldean 


found, that in their elevated ſta. 


— - 
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Ghaldean, princes.) the rantains,: - and geen ef the 
| ng ara the plain, where the ſtatue ſtood 3 
ao plays and at che found: all fell 
ies 1 OG were payne, toadere it. Apanias, Ard. 

rias, and Milael, did not attend: theic-abſence-was ta- 
ken notice of. by 


. 1. their ſpleen, and of acculing chem of 
e to the Tag Theking'ſent;for them g he. 
threatened tg caſt them intoithe fiery fur 


HE nleſe . fog moth with his edict, like the 


The three: youths were hot to be move 
threats; fall of faith and holy confidence, the 
ſteadily te plied, that the God, whom they adored, 2 
E 9 them from every evil, that e king's hand 


could. throw: upon them ; but if it was his divine WH} to _ 


let them ſuffer, that they were ready for the wont, and 
tg 1057 N that they would mot adore his id 
any of his gods. Irritated by an anſwer, which 

1 he e not expect, and which his mY could not brook, 
noſor ordered them to „ene and caſt in- 

15 the burnigg furnace, which 2 that occaſion was made 
e e The order was imme - 
2225 execated ; the three Hebrews were hound b the . 
ect, and caſt inte the flaming furnace, clad-ay th 
with their) robes and..garmients. | They: felt down a 
rml es, whilſt the men, who caft them | 

Nay burnt to 8 Tben Azarias ſtanding up, — 


a 


voice ihe name of al three, and called upon e 


of their forefathers for p Almighty God 
E his Angel (to-their relief; the Angel — their. 
bands, and fan ned them cri eg moiſt refreſhin _— 
17 . ar amd fro With them amidſt the fu | 
N Full of admiration and gratitude. — this 
— aus interpoſmion af the . power, they a 
three, as with ode voice, began to ſing a ſublime hymn 
of thankgiving, i in which they invited - whole creation 


to Join them in proclaiming the praiſes of the Moſt-high, _ 


| The king's ſervants in the interim ceaſed not to throw 

1n brimſtone, pitch, and tow, to feed the flames, —_ 

L bprſt 
Uu 6 


their. enemies, who. cagerly ſeiged that 


= 
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barflour; am enn kane ferkiof this Obadübnhs ut io 
near the ſurnace. The ſpectators ſtood aſtoniſhed: Na- 
buchodonoſor roſe in hafte to behold! the: holy youths” in 
the furnace, and as he approached; ſaw with them 1 
fourth perſonage, hoſe form was like that of an An 
Struck with a niſhment, ne went to the door of t 
furnace, and ſaid, Sidrach, Miſach, and Abdenags, 5 
vants of the moſt high God, come forth !: They en 
out immediately : the Babylonian chiefs flocked roun 
to examine them, and ſound that the fre had had no 
power on their bodies, that it had neither touched 
ents, nor ſinged ſo much as a. ſingle hair of 
= Then Nabuchodonofor broke forth in praiſe of 
the great God, who had ſo wonderfully delivered his 
_ three faithful ſervants, and pabliſhed-an' Ki, by which, 
he made it death for any one, who! ſhould dare to blaſ- 
pheme the God of Sidrach, Maſach, and Abdetiige ; and 
them * promoted to new digniGes | in the provinte of 


he JS 2 youths, thus tried and thus protect- 
ed in the fiery. furnace, exhibit a lively image of the 
Saints, as the holy Fathers remark; in their various tri- 
als of affliction. An Angel of the Lord deſcended with 
them into the furnace, the fire'conſumed nothing, that 
belonged to them beſides their bonds; they felt a cool 
and refreſhing com ſort from the flames; which burſt out 
with vehemence upon their tormentors. So it happens 
in the perſecutions of the Saints, Whenever perſecutors 
vent their ſpite, whether wy tortures or by penal laws, 
the ſharpeſt pain recoils back upon themfelves,' while the 
objecis of their malice: are repaid with conſolation in 
their ſufferings for a good cauſe.” Afflictions only hurt 
the body, they A ugh urify and perfect the ſouls of God's cho- 
ſen ſervants: the unction of the Holy Ghoſt allays their” 
n pains, and ns * on 2 in war 10. 


4 
— 1 * 4 
1 
—_— 
* 
- 
. 


5 
H 


W rr 


. 3 
a; * 3 44 — . *. * = * 4 L — 
4 9 a «% - * - ", # + - * #.% al i o * 1 LS * - £ „ 
ieren err Ls * 2 N 419 
— - 1 1 - 9 * - 

. K * f | Fr | | a8 
8 D. * Nabuchodone/ſor's chaftiſement. Dan. 4. 

— * ” } Pa : a — . l 

o . — 4 : . «4 s, 
wht * 18 | F113 


' | 19-455 203 T0 22 pat? 555 
12 „ that attended 4. M. 34843, 
Nabuchodonoſor in his warlike | Before J. C 566. ; 
expeditions; had added Egypt to his 

former conqueſts. Vidtory made bim inſolent: his im- 

menſe riches, and vaſt extent of empire inſpired him with 

ſuch notions of his own excellence, that he fancied; him 

| ſelf to be ſowething-more-than' mortal. But as a, proof 
a> to all ſucceeding ages, that the [greateſt potentates in 


ſpite of their pro ity aud per | x or eager | 
fe lo men, God was pleaſed to chaſtiſe 
that haughty monarch in a manner the moſt humiliating. 
Nabachodonoſor in a dream ſaw the heavy ſtroke, which 
was prepared to lower him, tho' he could not compre 
head it. | Perplexed and terriſied at the myſierĩous viſion, 


that was ho] /] him, he conſulted Daniel, of whoſe nen- 
lightened kuhowledge and ſaperior wiſdom he had been 


already witneſs, and begged him to interpret his 1 : 
which he related, as follows: In my fleep, ſaid he, 
ſaw a flouriſhing tree, which: ſeemed to lift its. head above 
the clouds, and to ſpread its branches from one ex- 
tremity of the earth to the other. It was luxuriancly 
clothed: with comely leaves, and loaded with de 
fruit. The animals of the garth were nouriſhed under 
its ſhade; and the birds of the air made their dwelling in 
1 boughs. © The form of n watchman de- 
ſcended from above; who with /a lond voice /cried! cut 8 
cut down the tree, lop off the boughe and ſcatter be 
fruit thereof; but leave the ſtump of its touts; and let it 5 
be tied with a band of iron and braſs ; for feven:revolys 1 
1 ing ſeaſons let it be wet with the dew of heaven; let his 
heart be changed from man's, and let his portion be with 
beaſts amongſt the graſa of the earth. Daviel liſtened 
attentively to the king'sinarration;; till he had heard tha 
whole: he remained ſilent for; à Whole hour, fixad asi 
were in thought, and much tronbled in mind, tilloa 
the king's command he thus began to explain: The 
1562 | 24 8 ** een 12 tree, 
j Dun | kann 
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, which, you ſaw, is yourſelf, whoſe great- 
| the heavens) and whoſe. power extends to 
| hn Kao LR of the earth. The words of the holy 
. the ſen tence, hieb the M 
= For yaw mall 

yout dwelling. ſhall be with 
8 es and a Ladd Achsen ef the fote##; yu ſhall 
| raſs like àn o, yon ſhall be: expoſed to the dew of 
n, till ut the end-: of ſeven years 
vinced,: that the Moſt>bigh: edtevhcover; al ki 
below, and ddjſpbfath of chem, as (beopieaibth;_ But as 
was fufft tied to remainę ſo ſhall 
kingdom ſtill temqin to you, aſter you ſhall have kgown 
that nil power is:from heaven, - Wherefore be not dif 
ſed. at my advice, which is, that [yout: redeem bur 

eee ee and your 3 

to the poοi God may per 

offences Nabylohedkinbfonakd n 
Arthe end of1twebve months as he whe walking in his 
ace; and prijimg himſelf upon 
kick bene — Babylon 80 ats 
grande r, he heard a voice from heaven repedting to him 
the ſentence of his chaſtiſeme nt, as before . 
Daniel: he was immediately ſtruek by the hand of 
2 bealt's heart was given him, and he raw away from this 
fs 12 lechef and he expoſed 
that me 
— 6 ot eagle, aud his 
nails became like the claws of a per phos 14 At the 
end of ſeven year he lifted | 
was reſtored to his ſenſes. 
nobles and magiſtrates, he was reid 
ani! farmer glory? Cured of bis pride and donvinced of 
powery: whichilaq humbled him 
ubliſtied decree, zin which be related 
aun wivaght cowards 

might know; tirat the 


watch ali ex 
bath enen 


from the ſociety 


the root of tha tree 
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the juſtice of 
t aht tarthg 
tuaſel wonders, 
lim, that al nationb of the &: 
Goll af Daniel, wWab randy — of the 
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affected to pay great reſpect, the” the ation hey bay 
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Sach was the chaſtiſement, which God in ſlicted on 


Nabuchodonofor for his pride. Tbat haugh 
bad exalted himſelf with gat inſolence againk the 
Almighty: : he was therefore degraded! from his:throne; 
and driven out to dwell with Wild beaſto ĩn the foreft; 
dimilar to that is the difgrace, which every ſinnes incurs 
before God, when in contradiction to reafon he follows 
the impulſe of his paſſions, and quits the fellowſhip: of 
the Saints to run after the objects of his ſenſual appetites; 
He ia then rightly compared to irrational beaſts; Ne the 
Pfalmiſt, and is made like unto them. To xſe ſrom ſd 
le A tare let him liſt up his eyes to heaven; as 
Nabuchbdonoſor did : God rejects not the ſighs of the 
eee to pardon and to fpare, | 
is mercy is i ed with ſincerity and truch;/” 
«MRS $929.05 fO HET fat Tam landed ad vin 
019191 26: en * hogs 11 24 bat baten! Lien 
9 I. nl Bol and the Drage. D 16. 
eld 10? bots 15968 dH „it o tum tuin 
JAsuenoonosen did not long 4. 6. 44 
ſurvive his re-eſtabliſhment — Before 7:0. 31 | 
kingdom of Babylon. He was ſueceed. 


ed by his ſon Evitmerodach, as it is generally — 
who ſeems: to have been a friend to the captive ſeẽãs: 
for upon his acceſſion to the thront, he not only releaſtd 
king- Joachin from the priſon, in which he bad been 
conũ ned ſeven and 45 years; but alſd treated him 
wirh n reſpect ſuitable to his royal dignity. Dapiel en- 
the fame honqur under Rwilmbrodach, as he had 
his predeceſſor. Far from growing” remiſs in his 
duty to God by the favours he enjoyed ut court, the 2 
het. employed his power to deſtroy the worſhip 


ty monarch 


. * 
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idols, and promote that of the living God. he favor. 


ite idol of the Babylonia was called Bel; to whom 


formed of hit FR lew-and ſemſu 
Fhey fancied him 10 fund in need of daily Food for hit 
exiſtenre; which, they plentifully ſupplied him With. 
ificent temple had been buik in bie honour ; chi 
they repaired to pay him their devotions, and 2 
ner 


ry 
183 
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ther they every day ſent him for. his ſupport many mea- 
ſures of the fineſt flower, forty ſheep, and a: proportion. 
able quantity of wine. The prieſts of this idol enter 
— a ſubterraneous paſſage, which they hi 
ſecretly contrived, and by carrying off the proviſions, 
made the ignorant people believe, that they were eaten 
by Bel. Even the king himſelf was impoſed upon — 
the groſs impoſture, and went every day to worſhip 

in the temple. He invited Daniel to accompany him: 
Daniel was too enlightened and ſteady in his worſhip of 
the true God to comply with the king's requeſt. I 
king aſked him, why he would not adore Bel? Becauſe 
2 — gods, replied the holy man; 
] worſhip none but the living God. The king was furs 


priſed, that Bel ſhould. not be thought a living god, 

fince he daily conſumed ſuch quantities of meat & drink. 

Daniel ſmiled, and ſaid, that a god, which was nothing 

but clay within and braſs without, could not want ei- 

ther meat or drink. The king in anger called for his 

Prieſts; and threatened them with death, if they did nat 

tell him, what became of the meat, which was ſet every 

day before the idol. If it is conſumed by Bel, ſaid he; 

Daniel ſhall die, for having blaſphemed againſt him. 

Be it done according to thy word, replied Daniel. The 

king therefore, with Daniel, and the prieſts of Bel, ſe+ 

venty in number, entered the temple together. Let the 

meats be ſet upon a table, ſaid the prieſts, let the wine 

be prepared, the door then | ſhut and ſealed with the 

king's ring; and if in the morning they are not 1 

to have been eaten by Bel, we ſnall ſuffer death; but 

they are, let Daniel then die, ha has lied againſt us. 

The prieſts went out, the king ſet the meats before Bel, 

and Daniel commanded his ſervants to bring aſhes; 11 
which he fitted all over the pavement before the king:; 
1 and going forth they That the door, and departed aſter 
„ dar ſealed it with the King's ting. The prieſts en · 
| tered Y night, according 0 'cuſtom, with their wives 
| — yn thro', a private paſſage, and either con- 
ſumed or carried off the whole proviſon. The king 
=_ aroſe early in the morning, and Daniel wich him. Ea 
| Jas ger 


9 
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to know the event, he repaired ſtreight to the tem- 
— wi and examined due Hel, which he found untouched 
and whole. As ſoon as he had opened the door, he caſt 
his eye upon the gable, and ſeeing the proviſions gon 
cried out, Great art thou, O Bel, and there is 10 08 
in thee! Daniel laughed, and held the king from 
Paſling the threſhold,” before he had obſerved the pave- 
ment, and beheld the foot · ſte po of men, women, and 
children, that were imprinted in the aſhes. The king 
upon examination found private doors, thro' which A 
entered, and being reſolved to ſtrike at the root of the 
_ impoſture, ordered the prieſts, with their wives and child- 
ren, to be put to death, delivering Bel into the power 
of Daniel, who deſtroyed both the 1401 and the temple. 5 
Daniel had ſcarce diſabuſed the king of one error, 
when he fell into another equally groſs : for a monſtrous 
dragon being found in the ſame place, the ſuperſtitious. 
Babylonians/ſet him up for a god inſtead of Bel, and 
adored him. The king endeavoured to perſuade Daniel 
to join with them 1n their adoration, fince he could not 
ſay of this, as he had ſaid of Bel, that he was not a liv- 
ing God. Daniel anſwered, that he adored the Lord 
his God, the creator of heaven and earth; that this other 
was no living god, and that by his permiſſion he would 
kill the dragon without ſword or club. The kin hav-' 
ing granted him leave, he made up a compoſition of 
pitch, greaſe, and hair, which he rolled into lumps and 
ave to the dragon. The dragon ſwallowed them, and 
Fork aſunder ; upon which Daniel exclaimed, Behold 
him, whom ye worſhipped ! The eſſential ſervice that 
Daniel rendered to the king and people of Babylon, by 
diſabolng them of their errors, ought to have received 
. ſome recompenſe: it met with none; it was repaid with 
enmity and perſecution, the uſual portion of the Saints, 
in return for the good they wiſh and do to ungrateful 
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5 Prophet called Habacuc, This virtuous man. 
prepared a meſs of pottage and drake bread for the 
pers, and was going with. it into the field, when be- 
TH jo an Angel N him os n and hace: 
him carry it 40, Daniel, in zbe hi 1 Hon: 
Habacuc replied, that he did not — ee ä 
was; which the Angel took A e 
his head, and men chat woaderfgl 
. e ſet him wen at he mouth Dae | 
priſon. 2h Bhs called upon him by name to: take the 
dinner, A 0 the Lord had ſent him. Daniel thank- 
fully received it, and the Angel in a moment reſtored 
Habacuc to the ſpot in Jewry, from whence he had 
brought him. Daniel had now paſſed fix days wy the 
ions: 
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2 pu on the ſeventh day the king came to the den, not 


much to ſet the Prophet free, as to lament his death, 
He looked into the cave, and ſeeing him not only ſound, 
but likewiſe fall of life, with exſtacy exclaimed,; Great 
art Thou, O Lord the God of Daniell He ordered the 
holy man to be taken out chat inſtant, and the promoters 
of his intended death to be thrown in, where the lions 
devoured them in a moment before him. The king, 
who was witneſs of the fact, then ſaid: Let all the in- 
habitants of the univerſe revere the God of Daniel; for 
ho is the Saviour, and he it ie, who performs prodigies 
and wonders upon the earth; who hath delivered Daniel 
out of t 8 lions den. 4 n £1 en 1 4 Fear .. 
Eccleſiaſtical writers obſerve, that if in imitation: of 
the Babylonian king the laws of retaliation were pro- 
perly enforced, the world would ſoon be cleared of all 
raſh and falſe accuſers, nor ſhould we ſee the innocent 
ſo often ſacrificed, nor the flanderer ſo ſhamefully en- 
couraged. Bat ſuch evils- are permitted, ſays Saint 
goty, for the good; which an all- ſeeing God knows 
how to draw from them. By ſueh trials he poliſhes the 
virtues of his Saints; by ſufferings he ſtrengthens their 
fidelity in his ſervice, and adds new luſtre to their 
crown. Thus Abel's innocence was tried by Cain's 
malice ; dus was! Jacob's -patience/ proved by BIAdfe 
violence, and David's meekneſs perſected by the perſe- 
cation efSemk 1 one in „ So f vl 
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Enza reigned no 4, M. 9446, 
more than two years, and had for | Re/ore F. C. 556, 
ſucceſſor his ſan Baltaſſar the laſt of neee 
the Chaldean kings. In the firſt year ofthis kiag's 
reign Daniel gives us! an account of a viſion he had in 
the following manner. I was in my bed, ſays he; and 
behold, I faw the ſea agitated by the four jarring; winds' 
of heaven, and from the ſea came forth» four \monſtrous: 
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beaſts; *differing in ſhape one ſrom the other; The rt 
was like a lioneſs with the wings of an eagle. I beheld, 

nl her Wings were placked of,” and ſhe was lifted up 
from the earth, and ſtood upon her feet as a man, and 

the heart of a man was given to her. The ſecond beaſt 
reſembled a bear, with three rows in its mouth, to which 

it was ſaid, Ariſe and devour much fleſh. Phe third 

had the appearance of a leopard, that had four heads 

and four wings, like the wings of a bird. The fourth 

beaſt was of à more terrible aſpect than any of the other 
khree. He was exceeding ſtrong, and had great iron 
reeth, eating and breaking in pieces, and treading 
down the reſt with his feet. He had ten horns; in t 
middle of which ſprung another little horn, at the ap 
_ pearanee of which three of the firſt horns were pl 


\ 


up: this horn had eyes like the eyes of a man, and a 


mouth, which uttered big words. Such was the firſt 
ſcene/exhibited to the Prophet's view, and to this ſuc- 

_ ceeded another, in wWhicn the Ancient of days, God him - 
HEINE upon his throne of glory, ſurrounded by 
thouſands and thouſands of | miniſtering ſpirits. And, 
behold! with the clouds of heaven came; as it were, the 
Son of man, to whom the Ancient of days gave honour, 
and power and empire, which ſhall never end. I trem. 
bled with reſpectful fear, continues Daniel, but bein 
eager to know the meaning of what I ſawy I ap 
near to one of the heavenly attendants, and -aſked/ him, 
what theſe things were meant to ſignify. The four 
beaſts ſignify four kingdoms, replied the Spirit, which 
ſhall ariſe upon the fate of the earth. I chen defired to 
5 be informed of ſome particulars concerning the fourth 

- beaſt, which'appeared-fo dreadful and different from the 

[| other three, and the Angel told me; This fourth beaſt 

1 is the fourth kingdom, Which ſhall give lau /s to the uni- 

7 verſe; the power of this kingdom is greater than any, 


mat zeent before, It ſhall devour the Whole earth, and 
| - | ſhall tread it down and break it in pieces. The ten 
$ horns of this kingdom are ten kings, who ſhall reign 


i therein. After them ſhall ariſe another king more pow- 
» erful than the former, and he ſhall bring 1 2 
; * OH ings. 
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* Kings 8 mouth in blaſphemies againſt © 

oſt-hi igh, he ſhall caſt the Saints of God under his 

_ and ſhall proudly think, that he has the power to 
alter times and laws at his diſcretion. But his — 
ſhall be ſoon broken not to riſe again: ——— 

a time, and times and — ſhall the Juſt 
vered into his hands. The Ancient of — ſhall: = 
| come, and giee jus t to his Saints on high. The 

time and times and half a time is a myſterious expreſſion, 

ſound alſo in che revelations of Saint John upon the 
1 ſame ſubjeQ, and ſigniſies a year, and years and half a 
years that is, three years and a half. The four great 
kingdoms here mentioned by the Prophet are univerſally 
underſtood to be the four great monarchies of the Aſſy- 
rians, Perſians, Greeks and Romans, and the laſt-horn 
ariſing. amidſt the ten upon the fourth beaſt to denote the 
power and reign of Antichriſt for three years and à half. 

Daniel two years after was favoured with another 

viſion. in which he was appriſed of ſeveral particular 

circumſtances, relating to the ſecond and third, that is 

. the Perſian and Greek empires. And in a viſion, which 
— — SE 1 he was carried by the 
irit- thro? the hiſtory of the Perſian 

phe —— the Great, and his ſucceſſors in ie 

Grecian. empire, and of the wars and perſecutions, :thar/ 

they were to raiſe againſt the people = God, till the 
Roman arms ſhould, prevail over them, who had con- 
before. Daniel ſpeaks of theſe memorable revo- 
lutions in a file ſo.clear and imelligible, that Porphyry, 
the great enemy of -Chriſtianity, not being able to diſ- 
pute the truth of hies words, 2 repreſented them as 
written by an hiſtorian, vhe — paſt events, leſt he 
ſhould: be obliged to confeſs that one ſovereign God of 
the univerſe, who alone can give his PO eo — i 
of things, which, are Jet do come.” 1 70 
But the moſt remarkable and moſt — of 
Daniel's prophecies is that, in which he ſpecifies and de- 
termines the preciſe time, when Chriſt the Prince was to 
n n eee a 
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In the firft year of the reign of Darius the Mede whilſt | 
* fervent prayers for the Jewiſn 
people, and conlidering the ſeventy years, during which 
their captivity was to laſt, according to the p 
Jeremias, he ſaw the Aagel Gabriel coming 

bim. Becauſe thou art a man of deſires; ade age 
-$0himy? I am come to teli thee, that the 

apon thy people are horte ned, that iniquity may —— | 
2 everlaſting juſtice may be brought, and be 
fulfilled. Know then, that from che date of the order, 
_ which ſhall be publiſhed for the rebuilding of [Jeruſalem 
_ unto Chriſt the prince, there: ſhall be ſever andfinty$wo, 
chat is, dixty nine weeks; and after "this, vic! in che 
middle of che week Chriſt ſhall be ain, and the 
_vigim and the ſacriftce ſhall fail ; and the le, who 
mall deny him, halt not be his t there ſhall be in the 
temple the abomination of deſolation,” and the defolation 
mal continue even to the end. 
Hende it appears, that, as tha-ehief dreintfiknenef 

| our bleſſed Saviour's life, to wit, "his birth of a 
virgin, his miracles, his paſſion; death and refarrotion 

| has been revealed to the prophet Iſaiah, ſo to the pro- 

phet Daniel as now ſhown the preeiſe time, when theſe 
phecies were to be accompliſhed.” The 
weeks are by all interpreters of the holy Seripture ander- 
ſtood to include years for days; fo that fixty nine werks 
of years amount to the number of 483 - years. © The 
grant for rebuilding the walls of Jeruſalem was made by 
Artaxerxes in the twentieth year of his reign, which was 
the 3548 of the world. Now'if.co:3548 we add Danjet's 
weeks of years 464, we ſhall bring it to $031, which, 
according to the V compmation" was the' year, in 
which Chriſt our Lord was baptized by Saint John and. 
began to announce himſelf to the world three years and“ 
about three months e wo gen by og. Oro, for * 
8 ore 7 
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his nobles, and eyery 

ing fo his age. Bel — 

cred veſſels, which Nabuchod ofor nad taken out. —_ 

Temple at Jeruſalem, to be brought in ; and he, 

his 3, and his wives and . drank 

them; they drank wine, and fung the praiſes of 

idols and graven 1 _ the e of their profane 

mirth there gers, as it were of a man's 

hand, ——. ome n ob ible words upon the wall 

over· againſt the great canfleſtick, The king beheld the 

joints of the hand, that wrote; his countenance' 

pale, bis heart throbbed, his knees thro” fear ſtruck one 
againſt the other, guilt” and remorſe troubled his very 
ul. He eried alogd for his wiſemen to come and ex- 
i= away his fears. They came; he promiſed great 

nours to 2 42 them, that ſhould 3 Interpret to him the 

meaning of t 

_ they ftopd, perplexed and puzzled Chejs to res 

kyew not * to read, much leſs explicate the 

ble characters; ; the king'strouble increaſed, his eres 

in the utmoſt conſternation. The queen, being told what 

had happened, went to the banqueting room, and endea- 


1 


voured 8 the kin ng's mind: ſhe mentioned Daniel, 


whom on 3 of his ſuperior wiſdom Nabachodons- 
ſor had ap —_ rince of the wiſe men. Daniel was 
immediately uced + the 6245 promiſed to hbnour 
him with a — robe and a golden collar, and to cre- 
ate him the third man in his kingdom, if he would on! 
read the writing, and declare the interpretation thereof, 


which the wiſt 'of Eis Chaldeans were not able to to. F 


The holy Prophet anſwered : Keep thy rewards 3 t 
ſelf, = | reſerve thy gifts for others: the writing An 
read thee, O king, and ſhow thee the 2 
thereof. Nabuchpdonofor ypur father was a great and 
illyftriqus —_ but when his heart was lifted p, 155 


myſterious writing 2 . er 
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his ſpirit hardened into pride, he was degraded fromhis  =<- ft 
throne, driven from the company of men, made to dwelt = 
with the wild aſſes, and to eat graſs like an ox, his body 
being wet with the dew of heaven, till he humbly ſub- 
mitted; to the dominion of the Moſt-High. You alſo 
have exalted yourlelf againſt the God of heaven, you have 
profaned his ſacred el You have to his diſhonour ex- 
tolled your molten gods, Which can neither fee nor hear 
you. For this reaſon the hand by his omnipotent decree 
| hath on itten your condemnation. in theſe three words, 
| Hane, Thekel, Phares. For this is the meaning of them. 1 
[ Mane, God hath, numbered the days of 5 | 


_ . 7 : 


4 and the number is now. finiſhed. . Thekel, Thou art 
1% weighed. in the balance, and art found to be under 
weight. Phares, Thy kingdom is divided, and given, 
o the Medes and Perſians. Baltaſſar, altho“ he, heard 
| eee the. interpretation he received, neverthe- 
| leſs honoured. the interpreter, and according to his pro- 
[| miſe, promoted Daniel to the dignity of being third man 
3s in his kingdom, little thinking that his kingdom was to 
end hat very night. N 1 
.. . Cyrus, ho commanded the Perſian army for his uncle 
Darius the Mede, was then before the walls of Babylon; 
and having opened himſelf a way, which the Babyloni- 
ans did nat ſuſpect, into the city, he ſurpriſed king Bal- 
taſſar in his palace at night, and by his death put an end 
to the Ohaldean empire. The ſudden. and unforeſeen. 
ſtroke, that carried off the wicked Baltaſſar at an hour 
he the leaſt expected, qught to be a warning, ſays Saint 
Jerom, to all thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe finful-exceſſes and 
1mpenitent lives expoſe them to the daily riſk of being 
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| A. M. 3466, THz revolution, that extinguiſhed 
Before J. C. 534. 1 the race of Chaldean kings in Ba- 
[ | Ros N 5 bylon, o ened the way, Which God had 
ny . appointed for the re-eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh people. 
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yed the {ame favours under the Perſian, as he 


. Daniel 
had under the Babylonian kings. Darius reſpected 
as a man repleniſhed with the ſpiritiof God, and GR | 
: already made him 1 — three pt ph apes of his 
kingdom, began to think of appointing him com mand- 
er ce — the whole empire. Thi partiality for a 
Hebrew captive piqued the Perſian nobles; they envied 
him his honours, became jealous” of his 1 and re- 
ſolved to do all they could to procure his diſ 


8 | grace- They 
laid their counſels” together, and deliberated in what 
16 manner they ſhould proceed againſt the holy man. For 
Daniel was ſo faithful to his truſt, and ſo irteproachable 
In his whole eonduct, that there was no room for ſuſpici- 
on, and no grounds for any criminal charge againſt him. 
They had oblerved his inviolable attachment to the law 
of God, his „ and afliduity in prayer. There 
they were in hopes 2 him into their ſnares, 
there they reſolved to attack him, but yet in ſo artful a 
manner, as to let no one know or ſuſpe& their deſign. 
They preſented themſelves before the king, whom when 
they had incenfed with their flatteries, and extolled 
as the ſovereign Tource, from whence all favours and 
ifts were derived, abd ought to flow; they perſuaded 
Fim to publiſh an imperial decree, by which it was or- 
_ dained, that whoſoever during the ſpace of thirty days 
ſhould preſume to offer any prayer or petition either to 
God or man except to the king, ſhould be caſt into the 
lions deb. Darius, who was flattered with the propo- 
ſal, and ſaw not into its deſign, confirmed and pub- 
liſhed the decree, which after that could be neither al- 
tered nor tranſgreſſed by any man whatever with impu- 
nity. Daniel, who was a man of "ey deſires, paid. no 
attention to that ſtrange ordinance.  Preferring the law 
£13 þ of God to that of men, he retired at his uſual hour three 
times every day into his chamber, where _— the 
window, which looked towards Jeruſalem, he knelt down 
and worſhiped God in fervent prayer. His enemies, 
ſuſpecting what would happen, were upon the watch to 
ſurpriſe him; they found him praying and making ſup- 
plication to his God; they haſtened to the king, ; xy 
{£6 mind 
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minded him of his edi, lodged 2 formal accuſation. 
inſt Daniel, the Hebrew captive, for having tranſgr 
24 it, and inſiſted upon his being call into the lions den. 
The king was much grieved a he intereſted humſelf in be · 
half of the acta ſed, & labouredd till ſunſet, to deliver him 
out of their hands. The nobles perceiving the king's 
deſign, and being determined not to give up their . 
tively declared that according. to the laws of the 
1555 and Perfiany, no royal decree could be revoked. or 
iſpenſed| with, that [Daniel had offended, and muſt 
therefore ſuffer as the law expreſſed. The king could 
reſiſt no longer: Daniel by his command was brought 
forth and caſt into the den of the lions, A ſtone was 
laid upon the mouth of the den, which the king ſealed 
with his own ring and the ting of the nobles, that oo 
farther violence might be offered to the holy: Prophet : 
for he hoped the lions would reſpect, and che God of 
heaven deliver him. Darius retired to his palace, would 
ſuffer no meat to be ſet defore him, and laid himſelf 
down without taking any ſuppor. Sleep fled. from hir 
eyes, and he could take no reſt; he roſe early in the 
morning, haſtened to the den, and with a mourmnful 
voice called out, Daniel, ſervant. of the living God, 
hath thy God been able to deliver thee. from the lions? 
O King live for ever, anſwered Daniel; my God hath, 
ſent it Angel, and hath; hut up the months of the 
lions, and they have not hurt me. The kiag in a tranf- 
port of joy commanded him to be taken out of the den, 
and his accuſers to take his place. Thoſe men therefore, 
who had accuſed the holy Prophet, were brought with 
their wives and children, and being thrown into the 
den, the lions nt them as they fell, and broke their 
bones in pieces. Darius then publiſted a decree, that 
all within his empire ſhould hondur and revere the living 0 
and eternal God, who:had: ſe wonderfully freed his ſer- 
vant Daniel from the lions den. Did 08117 
Daniel's example in the duty of prayer, ſays Saint 
ſerom, ought to be imitated by all Chriſtian people, that 
God in his-metcy may preſerve them from e ” (4 
prey to ene mies infinitely more fierce and powerful than 


lions. 


rr 
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lions. Sin, ſays che holy Scripture, has the teeth of a 
lion; its bite is fatal to the ſoul, and its wound is death ; 
the devil, like a roaring lion, is always gpon his round, 
ſays Saint Peter, ſeeking whom he may devour. Our 
deliveratice- from _ enemies is the effect a ors 
ſpecial grace, Which in his. ordinary providence he 
grants-Only to thoſe who alk lt. 
io 220 259 goqy Vinioatoat 15 18 
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88 LVI. Aft, of Job. J 1c.) + 
JOB, fo well-known fur his humble patience, united in 
himſelf two things, which are ſeldom found ip the 
| rſon, great and great riches. The Scrip- 
ture does not tell up: when this holy man lived ;; but he 
is ſuppoſed to have been. the great grandſon. of Eſau, and 
mporary with the father of Mayſes ; the text ſays he 
welt in the land of Hus, a plain and upright man, fear- 
ing God and declining-from evil. He: had ſeven ſons 
and three daughters, whom he carefully inſtructed in 
their duty to God, and educated in the principles of cha- 
rity and union amongſt themſelves. He roſe Early in the 
mor every eighth day and offered facrifice for each 
e of them, that they might not only be puri ſied fr 
un, but alſo ſanctified by the divine blefling, Satan, w 
is always upon the watch to tempt ber mankind, 
was vexed to ſee ſuch. virtues practiſed, and ſuch happi- 
nels enjoyed, by a mortal inhahitant of the earth. He 
did not know, 'what motive the holy man might have in 
all that outward ſhow: of gobd, / whether the temporal fe- 
licity and-worldly wealth, which ſurrounded him, might 
not paſũbly be the ground of his piety to God, and make 
m thus active in the divine ſervice, Being bent upon 
doing whatever miſchief he was able, he alked the Al- 


mighty leave to ſtrip Job of his poſieſſions, not doubting 


ut adveriity would make him break out into acts of im 
pationce, and rovoke him to blaſpheme like other men. 


Almighey God, who knew! the unfeigned goodneſs of 


willing to humble 


his ſeryant's heart, and 'who was alſo 
18440 . 1 +. res! F< 1 Satan's 
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Satan's pride, by ſhowing him how impotent his malice 
was againſt a good man aided by divine grace, gave him 
the leave he aſked, Satan immediately began to try his 
utmoſt-malice, and, as if he meant to make the holy man 
deſpair at once, poured out afſlictions on him like a tor- 
rent, which by flowing in at once ſhould allow him no 
time to recollect or arm himſelf againſt them. Four dif- 
ferent meſſengers, one immediately upon the back of 
another, came to inform Job of his accumulated misfor- 
tunes, that his herds were driven away by the enemy, 
his flocks killed by Lightning, his ſervants flain, and his 

children cruſhed to death by the houſe falling in upo 

them, as they ſat at table. Job heard the melancho 
tale, and tho” the ſharpneſs of the ſtroke pierced his very 
heart, as appears by the age Ar his garments, yet 
uttered no complaint. With an humble reſignation to 
the divine will, he fell proſttate on the ground, adored, 
and ſaid; Naked I came out of my mother's womb, and 
naked ſhall I return to my mother earth; the Lord hath 
given, the Lord hath taken away ; .as it hath pleaſed the 
Lid. ſo it hath been done: let his name be for ever 
praiſed, Thus the trials, which were deſigned by Satan 
to deſtroy, ſerved but to confirm and ſtrengthen the pa- 
tience of the holy man The malicious fiend, however, 
did not deſiſt, but preſented his petition to the Almigh- 
ty a ſecond time; for his power againſt the Saints 
no further than God is pleaſed to let it, and his petition 
was to afflict Job's perſon. - For the-confuſion of Satan's 
malice, the Lord granted him his requeſt, with an ex- 
preſs reſerve not to hurt his ſervant's liſe. Satan there. 
fore went and ſtruck Job's body with one continued ul- 
cer, from the top of his head to the ſole of his foot. In 
that ſore condition the holy man left his houſe, and ſeat- 
ed himſelf upon the dunghill, where with a ſhell he 
ſcraped off the corruption and the worms, that ſwarmed 
from his ulcerous body. Of all his wordly goods nothing 
was then left him but his wife, and ſhe not for his com- 
fort. She upbraided him for his fimplicity, bade him 
blaſpheme God, and die. Job bore the laſh. of her bit- 
„ter tongue with the ſame patience, as he bore his other 
| ſufferings, 


[| 


7 
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ſufferings, and only made her this ſhort anſwer : Thou 
tallteſt like one of the fooliſh women: if from the hand 
of God wWe have received good things, why ſhould we 
not receive lixewiſe evil? Job in all this finned not by 
word, and che more nearly united to him the perſon was, 
who reviled him, the more ſevere was the trial, and the 


more exemplary is his patient. 
20; $3692 (31 * Rp een 10 11 


nest dra e eee 
att un. - Friends of Fob.” Job 3. 
£194 26! n 40-20 $1991 nee a Art 
FOR being reduced to the piteous condition, in which 
the ſacred writer has deſeribed him upon the dung- 
hill, met moreover with other trials, that ſeem to have 
affected him more ſenſibly. Three of his friends, who 
in the book of Tobias are ſtiled kings, came to viſit and 
condole with him in his misfortunes. But far from re- 
ceiving any comfort from them, he was reduced to the 
diſagreeabſe neceſſity of defending himſelf againſt their 
falſe and infidious reaſoning; * Amidſt the evils he en - 
dared, his ſolid comfort was the uprightneſs of his heart, 
and the conſciouſneſs of his paſt innocence, He received 
his ſufferings, as trials to purify his virtue, like gold in 
the furnace; he conſidered the ſhortneſs of human life, 
and-conſoled himſelf with the thought of a future reſur- 
rection. I know, ſays be, that my Redeemer lives, that 
in the laſt day I ſhall riſe from the earth, and that with 
theſe — F ſhall behold God my Saviour. This 
was the ith, (this the _ of holy Job, and this his 
three friends endeavoured to deprive him of. They 
ſtrongly maintained to him, that his ſufferings could be 
imputed to no other cauſe, than his own guilt : accord- 
ing to the narrow notions of earthly men they concluded, 
that as his chaſtiſement was grievous, grievous alſo muſt 
have been his crimes: nor did they content themſelves 
wich the ſimple propoſal of their erroneous maxims, they 
ſtrove to maintain them by ſophiſtical arguments, and 
clothed” their flanders with an air of plauſibility. Job 
ſtood in need of all his patience to ſupport himſelf under 
e 91 123 Aire e rr 7 this 
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this trial: he refuted their calumnies by ſolid reaſoning, 


he aſſerted — his on innocence, be tried to 
convince. them af their miſtake; and adduced every ar- 
gument to ſet them right. But they were not willing 
to be informed, and by their obſtinacy we ſee, how dan- 
gerous a thing it is to be miſled- by-prejudice, and how 
hard a thing it is to remove an impreſſion, Which has 
been once entertained. For having ſuffered themſelves 
at firſt to be drawn aſide by falſe appearances, that ſeem- 
ed to favour their erroneous notions, they would not af- 
terwards believe, but the ſufferings of their friend were 
the ſufferings of a criminal, God himſelf condeſcend 
in the end to juſtify the innocence of his injured ſerva 


_ He ſhowed his indignation againſt the falſity of thoſe 


rerended friends, treated their principles as folly, and 
— that he would not pardon them their ſin, but 
at the requeſſ of him, whom they had wickedly endea- 
voured to ſtigmatiſe with guilt. x 50 "+ 1178 
Hence we are to learn, ſay the holy Fathers, never to 
judge ill of the good and virtuous on account of the dif. 
advantages of lite under which they may chance to la- 
bour : our judgment of another's goodneſs is not to be 
regulated by the-riches and worldly hoaours, of which 
he may be paſſeſſed. The true late of things is often 
very different in itſelf from what a to our outward 
ſenſes. They, who ſeem the happieſt in the opinion'of 
a deluded world, are frequently miſerable within them- 
ſelves, and deſpicable in the fight of God; and thoſe, 
whom the world deſpiſes and rejects as unworthy of its 
notice, God honours with his friendſhip, and ranks a+ 
mongſt his Saints. Job lived long enough to ſee his 
character fully juſtified even in the opinion of a ſenſual 
world. In the latter part of his life, he was hleſt with 
health and riches in e eee, than he had ever 
enjoyed before: In thoſe darker ages of the world, ſuch 
viſible rewards ſeemed neceſſary for the encouragement 


of virtue; but ſince the ſon of God is become man, and 


baz borne aur pains, the enlightened Chriſtian raiſes his 


nations higher. Not by his ſenſes, but. by faith he forms 


bis judgment of the recompenſe, which is due bo goon 
* | * = 
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and evil. Tho' left under the preſſure of ſufferings even 
to the end of life, be is neither ſta in his faith, 5 


dejected in his h e conſiders thoſe 
teal nit, which Ae Cal 71 or e Ute lle of the | 


ſoul, which is ſanctifying grace, and ſow his — | 
nee 
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Sixth age of the world. 
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From the end of the Babylonian capti- 
vity 3468, to the birth of Jeſus Chriſt 
40; comprehending the ſpace. of 
| & 532 years. | wh 0 


11177: 04 
+ W-7 6.154 
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Wan 
8 I. Temple Feruſalem rebuilt. 1 Zſaras 1. 
' " | | | 192 N 
A. M. 3468, THE wrath of God againſt the Jewiſh 
Before J. C. 532. people being — and the 
3 | term of their ſeventy years captivity 
being complete,. Cyrus the glorious conqueror and mo- 
narch of the Eaſt, publiſhed an edi, by which he grant- 
ed leave to all the Jewiſh-pation to return into their own 
eountry, and rebuild the Temple. He likewiſe gave an 
order at the ſame time, that the ſacred veſſels, — 
brought thither by Nabuchodonoſor, ſhould be taken 
out of the royal treaſury of Babylon, and given 'back to 
be uſed-in the divine ſervice, for which they were firſt 
deſigned. In conſequence of this edi, upwards of for- 


oF 1 


ty two thouſand Jews put themſelves upon their march 
i back into Judea, under the condu& of Zorobabel, the 
in ſon of Salathiel, and grandſon of king Joachin or Jecho- 
nn nias, Upon their arrival at Jeruſalem they erected a 
wad | temporary altar for their daily ſacrifices, till the Temple, 
1 which they were preparing to rebuild, ſhould be finiſhed. 
1 Trees of cedar were brought from Libanus by the Tyri- 


ans and Sidonians, as Cyrus had ordered: maſons and 
hewers of ſtone were hired; Levites appointed to haſten 


| on the work of the Lord, and the foundations of a new 
I Temple laid with great ſolemnity and loud demonſtra - 
ih 4 tions of joy. Veſted in their ſacerdotal attire the Prieſts 
we ſtood with trumpets in their hands, and the Levites with 
Wy * | cymbals, 


\ 


{ 


: 230 INOUE BISLSZ 35 


- cymbals ready to ſound the praiſes of Almighty God in 
| Kymns of jubllation'atid/thankſyivin e to the 
manner of David, king of Iſrael. While the maſons 
fixed the foundation ſtones, the Prieſts and Levites join - 
ed in a general chorus, which was heightened by the 
acelamations of crouding ſpectators. The younger | 
le burſt out into peals of joy, Whilſt the chief*of he 
fathers and the ancients\wept to ſte, how farthe outlines 
of this new edifice fell ſhort of the old. THe Samari- 
ta, the ancient enemies of Juda'and Benjamin, being 
informed, that the children of captivity were building a 
Temple to the Lord the God of Iſrael, addreſſed them 
ſelves to Zorobabel and the ancients of Juda, that they 
alſo might be admitted as partners in the work; but 
their requeſt not being complied with, they did all they 
could, by open force and ſecret intrigue in the 
court of Perſia, to interrupt the building and fruſtrate its 
deſign. Cytus was not to be prevailed upon to alter the 
decree, which he had once publiſhed in favout of the 
2 people; but after his death, Cambyſes lis ſon 
et himſelf be prevailed upon by the repeated flanders of 
the Samaritans ſo far, as to forbid the Jews to proceed 
any further, and a ſtop was put to the building, till the 
ſecond year of his ſucceſſor Darius Hyſtaſpes. This 
prince being diſabuſed of the calumnies, which had been 
throw out againſt the Jewiſh people, and informed of 
the edict, which Cyrus had once given in their favour, 
ordered the building of the Temple to be reſumed; he 
even contributed towards the expence, and in the fixth' 
year of his reign, the Temple was entirely finiſhed; and 
dedicated with great ſolemnity. The Jews in Judea,' 
having thus formed their -re-eſtabliſhment, continued to 
ſtrengthen themſelves under the protection of the kings 
of Perſia, Darius, Xerxes, and Artaxerxes, In the fe- 
venth year of the reign of Artaxerxes they were joined 
by a freſh body of their brethren from Babylon, under 
the conduct of Eſdras, a virtuous and learned Prieſt. 
Eſdras had made the law of God his peculiar ſtudy, and 
ſedulouſly conformed his practice to the ſanctity of its 
precepts. He went with full powers from 8 | 
| viſit 
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Lirae?, to deliver the holy v e ka 
Ne the ule of the Tem ple, to it alate the lacrifices, 
obſerve the rites. of the ed of Heaven 


int ju 
es and magillrates, to, © pang vice Kin, eſt is e or- 
der in the republic, When Eſdras arrived at, Jeruſalem, 
he found with great concern, chat the helt comers of the 
Jews had 3 the a of the 6 [44.1 A 
he dreaded the de hal ri of thoſe. all Ws hp: — th 
fore, aſter he related to 2 0 
it; from the king, had prayed and. faſted, for 1 Aa, 
14 and delivered. the ad Veſſels, Which he had W 5 
1. with him, to the miniſters of the Temple, he 15 
the people, and vepreſen ted to them bow cont 
holy Law. thoſe is profage marria 2 N how 5 
oy AE WS break me people ware convinc-, 
RIS ey: diſcourſe, and beet one won ſolemnly. pro- 
- mi to diſſol ye the preſent and to make no Etat e | 
| es with the idolaters of the land. | 
The connections formed between the g "and thoſe | 
gan women are, according to the holy: *athers, à live of 
| oky of — is done by thoſe Chriſtians, who adopt. 
maxime, and form ſuch connections in life, as, 
inconfiſtent with the ſacred les 10 mache dd God. 
at baptiſm. And as. the offspring; of 8580 1 7 eels 8 
ages con founded che Hebrew de dag with;that of A 
14 tus and Moab, by uſing the word ſomętimes of one and 
wy ſometimes of che — ſo this motley; ſort, of Chriſtiane 
Hy ſeems willing to-unite the ſpirit of Jeſys Chriſt and of the 
1 world together, withing to obey them both, and to ſpeals 
1 the language both of the one and of the; gther. Hut ag 
1 Eſdras convinced the Jews, that they could not remain 
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1 the people of God, at the ſame time that they {ought 
uw | an alliance with his enemies, ſo, BVELY! Obridan muſt 
i 1 own the force of this Evangelical truth, that no one 
= - can ſerve two maſters at the fame time; he cannot di- 
i | vide his heart between God and Mammon. God, Who 
created the hole _ ene daſs: dae di 
it i whole ſervice, 2 OY to! Hint e & af 5 TI 
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* A JF HILST a part of the Jewiſh peo-* 4. M. 3 3. 
ble were re-eſtabliſhing themſelves Befare 7; C. 505. 
b the remaining part Io the . 
vinces of Babylon ran great riſk of ing totally deſtroy- 
ad. The mighty Alluerps, at he is called in the book 
of Eſther, and is 1 ta be the ſame perſon as Dari- 


| Hyſtaſpes, bad a favorite courtier, whoſe name was 
| pn ery mark of honour and royal favour was 


wed upon this haughty man, to whom all the king's. 
abayt court were commanded to bend the knee. 
The king's court was then at Suſan, Aman received 
that ſervile homage from every one excepting Mardochai 
. Mardochai was one of the captives, whom 
ons for had carried away with kin Jechonias 
to Babylon. This man, having diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
the diſcovery of a plat, which two eunuchs had formed 
agaluft the king's life, had an apartment appointed him 
in the palace, and the king made him preſents for the 
information he had given, Aman was exceedingly an- 
gry to ſes Mardochai refuſe him. an homage, which the 
other Chief ſervants of the king ſervilely paid him, and 
aowng him to be a reſolved that not only he, 
t his whole gation ſhould feel the weight of his reſent- 


nent. He took an opportunity of repreſenting to 
+ that the Jews were an „ 8 
259 Þ e tenets embroiled the ſtate, and 
r2e. the peace of his ſuhjects; that it was not ſafe 
to let them live, and that for the good of the empire 
they ought to be. utterly extirpated. The credulous 
Bringe implicitly believed, What his favorite told him, 
and gave him fall power to as he pleaſed, in that tf 
fair, Aman had all he wanted : he drew up an edict, to 
 whichheaflixed the king's ſeal, & perewptorily command- 
#6, That. on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
every. Jew. throughout the Fertan dominions Neuld be 
aged. Tee, - wichous ditinckion of age or ſer. The pub. 
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on that account divorced: and 


bring them to Suſan, that the king might chuſe one 


ear before him without his 
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TCC 
lication of this eruel edict threw the Jews into the utm 
conſternation; they ſaw no refource but in God, whoſe 
mercy they implored by prayer and faſting. Through 
every town in the different provinces, where the atde: 
was publiſhed, . great were. the lamentations and cries of 
an oppreſſed people bemoaning their unhappy: deſti . 
Almighty God in his goodneſs had already provided ſoi 
their ſafety, by the means of Efther, This incompara- 
ble woman, who was nlece to Mardochai, had ſucceeded 
to the place of queen Vaſthi. Vaſthi by an act of diſo- 
bedience had incurred the wege diſpleaſure, and 
epoſed from her royal 
dignity. After her divorce officers wete ſent thro' th 
different provinces to ſeek for beautiful maidens an 


— 
- 


them ro be his queen inſtead of Valthi, Of, che manj 

fair rivals, who appeared, Eſther pleaſed him the m 
and fixed his choice. The charms of her mind were ftifl 

more excellent, than thoſe of her beauty. She had from 
her tender years been educated by Mardochai, her fa- 
ther's brother, who after the death of her parents had 
adopted her for his daughter, With the fame docility, 


as when ſhe was à little one, ſhe continued to reſpett his 
precepts, and to regulate her whole conduct by his ad- 


vice. Her marriage with Aſfuerus was celebrated 
a princely magnificence. The king ſet the royal crown 
upon her head, made her his queen, and honopred her 
with every mark af favour and diſtinction, Which love 
and eſteem prompted him to beſtow upon the molt ami- 
able of women. He knew nothing” of her family con- 
neQions ; for Mardochai had charged her to make no 
mention hitherto of her country and people. But as the 
day fixed for the execution of Amas bloody edict was 
drawing near, he told her it was high time to declare 
herſelf, and to exert the influence ſhe had upon her roy- 
al conſort for the preſervation of her people. She hum- 
bly remonſtrated, that to go into the king's inner court 
without being ſent for 'was = copia offence, and. ta p- 
er would certainly be her 
eath, except the king ſhould hold out his ſceptre to her 


{ 
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in token of clemency. Mardochai replied, that divine 
rovidence had perhaps raiſed her to the crown, that ſhe 
might be! ready to ſuccour her diſtreſſed brethren at this 
tune ; that when a whole nation was upon the edge of 
deſtruction, ſnhe ought to think of ſaving other lives be- 
des her on; that if ſhe choſe motwithſtanding to be 
filent, God would employ other means for his people's 
ſafety, but that ſhe and her father's houſe ſhou iſh. 
Ether yielded to bis reaſons, and reſigned herſelf to the 
will of heaven. She only defired, that he and the other 
Jews in Suſan would join with her in prayer and faſting 
al days, after which, ſhe promiſed to go to the king 
inafts of the moſt fervent devotion. On the third da 
er put on her royal apparel, took two maids wi 
er, and entered the king's apartment. With a mind 
full of -angeiſh and fear, that lay hidden under the gra- 
ces of a chearful countenance, ſhe paſſed thro” the doors 
in order, till ſhe.came into the king's preſence. The 
king was ſeated upon his throne glittering with gold and 
8 ſtones ; ſurpriſed at the unexpected appearance 
his queen in that place, he gave her a look, which 
med to ſhow diſpleaſure, She ſunk down with fright, 
the colour left her cheeks ; faint and pale, ſhe reſted her 
weary head upon her handmaid, God at that Se | 
n 


cha aged the king's ſpirit into mildneſs; he ftarted from 

his throne, and ran in haſte to raiſe her up. He took 

her in his arms, till ſhe came to herſelf, and careſſed her 
With theſe words: What is the matter, Eſther? I am 
y brother, fear not, thou ſhalt not die; the law was 
not made for thee; come near and touch the ſceptre. 
And as ſhe made no anſwer, he laid the golden ſceptre 
npon her neck, and kiſſed her, ſaying, Why doeſt thou 
not ſpeak to me? I ſaw thee, my Lord, as an Avgel of 
God, ſaid ſhe, and my heart was troubled for fear of thy 
majely; for thou, my Lord, art admirable, and thy 
e of 1tenn is full of 8 And while ſhe was ſpeak- 
ng ſhe. funk down, and was near fainting a ſecond time. 
The king was in great diſtreſs, his ſervants came round 
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her. life for theirs. The three days were ſpent 
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nb delle the queen to weil him, 5 
Had to e, promffing ber to grant, bitter 
"= fam thought Soy: 7 the kiny*s 5 ſaid 

Eſther, J only beg, chat he will bring th Aman with him. 


Aman went zway in high 1e Pafüng the 
4 b palace, Cave Nlasdechaf ting ar the g ute. Mar- 
dochai took no notice of him, ner did Ke much as 


move from his ſeat, or how Hm the Teaft 
was exceedingly chagrined, returned home to mest nis 
wife and friends, and opened to them the vekation <4 
bis foul. "The? Fam blefſed with children, ſaid he; 
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to comfort her: de bade her #fc whatever” — 14 move | 
And he would grant it, the it were one half of h 

dem. Eſther only begged, that che King Woald pleufk 
come that day, and bring Aman with Rim * the han 
| 05 whieh the Rud p 


ants 


Stock com * 


See l 


. mage of Mardi. Bb: „ 15 F 


A. M. 3495, T1595 kirg went with Amin to'F 
het's banquet acchrdin 1 an 
miſe, and bein 1200 the hgh 1 5 


a ain tomorrow, and I Will then open l yp reg ueſt to him. ö 
A 


reſpekk. Aman 


I flow with wealth ; the“ I am honoared by the Mind 
and preferably to l others Invited to dine with 
een; yet I think it nothing, as Nd 
dt ſitting before the king's gate. wife ant 1 10 
adviſed him to prepare à gallows' fer Mi 4 
licit an order for his hee itibe A morning, chat fo ke 
might accompany the kin „ Nn joy to the queen's hy 
uet. The advice pleaſed him, 100 te ordered à gibbet 
que cubits high to be erected at his own dbor that After. 
noon. The king at night, not Being able to flecp, com- 
manded the apnals of his reign to be brought, and 
to him; and as they Were reading, they came te that 
place, where it was written, how Mardochaf had iſco- 
vered _ treaſon of Bogarhan: and Thares * 


Who 


ee eee eee _ es 


| who plotte@ the king's death : upon which Aſfuerus in- 
terrupted 2 —— 


uad received for that important ſervice? It was anſwers 


ed, none at all, Aman was at that very hour ſanding 
in che court, ready to preſer his requeſt againſt Mardo- 

chaig as 46 A+; git admittance. The King 
being told, that Aman was —— ordered him to come 
in, and immediately aſked him, what ought to be done 
to the mat, whom the king wits deſirous to honour, 
Aman, not imagining that royal honours could be in- 
ng f n ue himſelf; readily anſwered, that 
the happy man ought t& be clothed with royal 'robes; to 
have the cron ſet upon his head, to be mounted upon 
che kings own horſe, and in that fate be conducted thro” 
thee ftrests by the firſt noble man of his kingdom, who 
mould hold rhe bridfe and proclaim aloud, as he went 
_ along, Thus ſhall the man be honoured, whom the king 
_ Iz pleaſed: to honour. Go then, ſaid the king, and fee 


that cou panRtually perform every part of it to Mardo- 


chi the Aman had no choice : he durſt not re 

| 7 tor col he oppoſe the order, dictated - Re 
| to the 5 — of all Butan, did t the bende 

id a ſuddenly appear inveſted with the moft ſplen- 
did honours, that a Perſian monarch could beſtow / upon 2 
_ fabje&; whilt the hanghty Aman walked as an atterſdant, 
| bowing and proclaiming the honours of a man, whom he 
| had defined to the galſows, for not having bowed to 
bit. Aan having performed this painfuf talk, made 

e into his own houſe, ſwelling with vexation aud c- 
with copfufion, He told His wife and friends what 
ad befallen font ; they had no comfort to give him, but 
expreſſed rehenfions” of ſome more fatal ſtroke 
in reſerve. if 1 rdochai, faid they, be of the Jewiſh 
race, this is but the 2 of thy * ren thou 
art too weak to Rand — fs an adverfary ; 
tou canſt npt refift, a Malt fall in His fight, Their 
words were im 2 fow hours verified : as they were yet 
| ; the king's ſervants! came to call him to the 
queen's banquet, In every circumſtance of this intereſt- 


ing 9 it appears, W Iweetly, but how nw” 
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God, diſpoſes all things; to effect his eee either for 
a en or for the Pen of bb 


the p 
a 1 Saia val 31192 871 FL 


101 n {SNL N 43 45 h b. jp Als, 2g none 1. 
ng { 448 TTY 44 1271 jy a i e889: -2 Wy 
ol 2-44 85 9 1 duale Op: 1 2 
Moa 1 e Os, 


| a 1) a 1E King and. Aman 2 wr 
Befor ore J. * 5606, "Pi ſecond. day, to, banquet, with; the 
* n; and Lage: the ki cs, bo was, Jo 
22 gig, Car es ry 2 
ma given t &2, thou aſk the of my — 
dom, thou, ſhalt, have, it. Then, Eſther, ho by, defer- 
ring to make her petition. had made the King more cagery 
to 115 Aud more earneſt in bis promiſe to grant its. 
laid aſide the appeszance ſhe, had hitherto pat on, of 
mirth and chearfulneſs, and in the mournful accents 
a, ſupplicant humbly, begged, chat if ſhe had found fa- 
vour in his eyes, the king would only pleaſe to ſuffer her 
and. her people to enjoy the ene light. 49 5 
malice of her enemies was ready to de rive them of | 
we had been only fold far faves. f 7 and been. per | 
mitted to drag ont life in chains, then Bond not a 
preſumed to complain, but have bemoaned our fate i in 
lence. But now, fince we are deſtined to the laughter, 
2 is a cruelt 11. 1 it is a diſgrace, which rebounds,upon. 
King himfel e king ſtood. amazed, ahd. e „ 
N. of the 4 air, aſked, what. and whom. Oe 
neen then pointing at Aman, aid, 
man, he ig our enemy, who by an 1888 of the 1 
vour he enjoys, has publiſhed an edict fe or the maflacre 
the whole Jewiſh . "I only crime in their 1 roll. 
gion and fidelit uerus, who bad a ſund 5 
N ee Hd Was ni uy at the; horrid, Wr. into. 
yhich Aman! [pride and tits own 17 almoſt Be. 
d him. jt indignati op HH e left. the room, 
and 0 c a ſhady walk honing 1 the palace... A 
ſcious o Fal. aud apprehenfive: dange 
life was in, WIe took that e e 0 e 
abſence o throw himſelf * e AB, Foy 
©.) * linked 


[4 


de HOLY vivt2 45 


Uined upon ber conch, and to im 
'The king came back into the room, and ſeeing Aman 
in that poſture before the couch, exclaimed: in wrath 

_ againſt *the- traitor, as guilty of offering violence to his 


by mentioned the gibbet, that he had prepared for Mar- 
dochai the day before: hang 9 it, ſaid the 
king ; the order was inftantly obeyed; and thus by a 
aſt judgment” of God, the criminal ſuffered the very 

me puniſhment, which he had maliciouſly planned 
againſt the innocent. an 


To the great commendation of Aſſuerus, Saint Am- 


broſe remarks, that this mighty monarch thought it no 
diſhonour to 5 his miſtake, as ſoon as he dif. 
covered it; he deſiſted from a meaſure, which he found 
co be unjuſt : be ſaw his eaſy. temper had been wickedly 
inipoſed upon; that his friendſnip had been turned to 
che abuſe of his authority, and his name employed to 
Rain: his honour with the effuſion of innocent blood. He 
puniſhed the guilty, as he deſerved, and drew the inno- 
cent from the gulf of deſpair. In a ſecond declaration, 
contradictory to that, which Aman had ſent abroad, he 
made known the very great eſteem he had of the Jewiſh 
nation, and promoted Mardochai to the ſame poſls of 
 honbur; that Aman his enemy had enjoyed before! 80 
truly veriſied was the ſentence of our bleſſed Saviour, in 
which he has fince declared, that every one, wo exalts 
| himſelf ſhall be bambled, and whoever humbles himſelf, 
mall be „ TS PHT He 7 $i £oofren ery 
a FI f 2515 5 17.467 $44 inen K. wot; 
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rebuilt, 1 2 Bd. 2. 13 re 

Fs 67: Ti 16d TY UG HALT meme: 
- A SSUERUS; or as he is otherwiſe” a 0, 
A called Darius Hyſtaſpes; left the Before J. C. 458. 
crown of Perſia to his ſon Xerxes,, ff 
whom the Scripture mentions: nothing: more than his 
name. Nerxes was ſucceeded by hie ſon Artaxerxes, 
ſurnamed imanus, a great favourer and protector 


of the Jews, This prince in the ſeventh year of I. 


reg. 


implore her protection. 


queen, and ſentenced him to death. An oſficer ſtanding 


interred, and to rebuild the walls the 
to return within a limited time, and opon that conditi. 


on the king graciauſiy graated um his fequeſt, and dif. 
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reign, as we hene Gene; ſent Bidras to Jeruſalem, wk 
tall to-eftablifit laws, aud form the manners of 
dhe Jewiſh people. He employed the Jews in his owa 
court, whom was a holy man called Nehemias, 
o ſetved him in the capatity of cap-bearer. Nehe- 
ins is Commended in the ſacred writings for his prayer 
and faſting, and the love of his country; For he was of 
Jewiſh extraction, and convidered himſelf as an - exile, 
driven by mis ſort unes from the country: of his anceſtors. 


_ He omitted no Opportunity of inquiriog-aftkr big coun- 


trymen in judea, and of informing: himſelf of the true 
fate of their affairs. He had the comfort to learn, that 
by the zeal of Zorobabel and Efdras, the republic there 
had -aſlumed a regular form of government, that the 
Temple was rebuilt, and the obſervance of the Law en- 
forced amongſt the people e metry ene 
meaſure to hear of 28 ruinous condition, in which the 
walls of Jeruſalem fill lay. His charity made him la- 
ment the evils, which he wiſhed to ſee redreſſed, and n 
heavy gloom ſat upon his brow, which betrayed the ſad- 
neſs of a troubled heart. The king, as he received the 
wine from bis hand, obſerved his melancholy lob, and 
kindly aſked, what troubled him ? How is it 

my liege, replied the humble man, act to be a ; whale 


che ſopulchres of my'forefathers, while-the city of Jeru- 


ſalem is deſolate, and the gates thereof 1 with 

fre? What is thy requeſt, ſaid he kin it en 

good to the king, 1 1 
rmitted me to viſit the city, where 

He promiſeq 


miffed him with letters of recommendation to the gover- 
nors of the country beybnd the tiver, and particularly to 
Aſaph, the — of the coal foreſt, 10 furniſh RIA 
with timber, that he might cover! the gates of the tower = 
of the: Temple.” This was the ewentinth year of Artix. 
erxes's meign, and from hie eporh begins the date of 


Daniel's ſeventy weeks of yam. Nehamias being ce 
- On, — the broken alle 


0 
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and ruins of the city, before he mentioned {ed the deſign and 
grant he had to repair them. Then calliag together the 
2 magiſtrates, and nobles, he told them, how much 
fen 


1 
1 


had felt, and how he grieved tt their dololate and de. 
tuation; L ed them to riſe and build 
ang produced the royal licenſe, 
mercy he had obtained from Ar- 
The joyful citizens immedi- 
meaſured out the whole 


away, every 
nd towers be- 


C 


that active zeal, Which 
in his duty both to Got 
him into thoſe-.circomftances; in which Saint Paul de- 
ſcribes himſelf.to have been, when he fays, that he ſaw 
nothilig but Krogples from without, and alarms within. 
For whale he had che open foros of an armed enemy to 
repel front the walls, he was to defeat the ſecret aitifices 
of a yenal tribe, who were bribed to terrify the citizens 
with falſe predictions, and make dem defift from their - 
undertaking. Nehemias, by the Aale oF his genus, 
and the vigour of his refolation, - umphed over both. hu 
He tanght the: Jaws how to uſe the trowel and the fword 
togethet, and in his wholewonduR ſo happily united the 
virtues of Fortitude. and prudence, £540 appear neither 
too bold on ont hand, nor 200 mid on the other. 
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proſperous peace with the free exerciſe 
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4. M.:3828, JERUSALEM. being in ſome ſort 


Before J. C. 172 J teſtored to its ancient ſplendor, the 


Jes from chat time gt oe long and 
ue of their religion 
under the kings of Perſia, till an end was put to that 


empire by Alexander the Great. This renowned con- 
queror of the Eaſt had been figuratively: ſhown: to the 


Prophet Daniel in two different viſions, firſt under the 
appearance of a winged leopard with -four'heads,” and 


o 


then under the appearance of a goat with four horns; by 


-which emblematical figures not only his rapid conqueſts, 
and great power are expreſſed, but the diviſion alſo of 


his empire into four kingdoms, which ſprung up under 
as many of his captains, to whom he —— out his 
extenſive territories. This prince died about the year of 
the world 3680, and in the partition of his conqueſts 
the kingdom of Aſia fell to the ſhare of Scleucus, under 


whom and his ſueceſſors Judea continued to enjoy their 
full liberty, till the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes,whon 


Daniel in the eighth chapter ſeems to point out for his 
cruel perſecution, of the Jews, and profanation of the 
holy Temple. The ral peace had indeed ſuffered- 
ſome interruption under Seleucus Philopator, his bro- 
ther, and predeceſſor in the throne oi 8y ria. 
Philopator had a great eſteem of Onias the High- 
prieſt on account of his ſingular piety, and, altho an 
idolater, furniſhed an annual revenue to provide victims 
for ſacrifice to the living God. But upon the informa- 
tion of one Simon, Who had been made overſeer of the 
Temple, that great ſums of money were depoſited in the 
treaſury over and above What were neceſſary for the ſa- 
eriſices, he ſent Heliodorus his commiſſary with orders 
to fetch them away. Heliodorus upon his arrival ſigni- 
fied: the king's orders to Onias the High - prieſt, Onias 
told him, that the monies in queſtion had been depoſted 
in his hands for the benefit of poor widows and orphans, 


that he was but the adminiſtrator of them, and could 


8 8 A not 
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not deliver them up. Heliodorus replied, that it was not 
in his commiſſion to examine how and for what purpoſes 
thoſe monies had been there depoſited, but to carry them 
to his miſter." The whole city upon this was flung into 


the greateſt 'confternation ; the people with Onias at 


#57 


their head fled'for refuge to the throne of God, whom 


they beſdught with ardent prayers, that he would defend 
them againſt all violence and not ſuffer his ſanctuary to 


be plundered of its treaſures, Their petition was heard. 
Heliodorns advanced as far as the entrance of the Temple 
fully determined to ſeize by force, what he could not ob- 
tain' without it, The ſoldiers, who accompanied him, 
were by the power of God ſuddenly firuck with dread, 


which caſt-them to the ground, and deterred them from 


executing their leader's commands. For there appeared 
to them aman on horſeback, clad in golden armour, and 
the horſe; on which he fat, "reared and violently ſtruck 


his fore feet againſt Heliodorus, while two comely young 
men in rich-attire ſtanding on either fide ſcourged him 


iaceſſantly with rods, that they had in their hands. 
Helidorus dropt down ſpeechleſs upon the ground, where 
he lay, till he was taken up, and carried off in a ſedan 
chair. His friends immediately addreſſed themſelves to 


the good Onias, humbly begging, that he would call 
i 


upon the Moſt-high to grant life to the man, who was 
ſeemingly in the agony of death. Onias being appre- 
henſive, left the fact might be miſrepreſented, and the 
miraculous effect of God's power be conſtrued into trea- 
ſon againſt the king, conſented to their requeſt, and by 
his prayers ſaved Heliodorus from 8 The two 
heavenly young „, ill ſtanding by the fide of Helio- 
dorus, ſaid to him; Return thanks to the prieft Onias, 
for on his account our Lord hath granted thee life; and 
fince thou 'haſt received this vifible chaſtiſement from 
God, declare to all men the great and wonderful works 


of his divine ; having ſaid this, they both diſap- 


peared. Heliodorus joyfully fulfilled the inj unctions, 


that were laid u him, and returned to Seleucus. 
Seleucus was un willing to renounce his claim to the ſa- 
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d tagaſuves, and. ag with! him 79 h 


8. other, IP; to fetch them away j upon | 
us frankly declared, that iF he had any enemy 

8 . in kis Kingdom, whoſe death or peniſhmett 
he might ſend bim thicher, where the power 

2 N e y refided for the chaſtjſement of all, 
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PA, 1 575 Leon the deat af Seleneus, his 
ore J. 5. brother Antiochus, ſurnamed Epi- 
phanes or the Neble, took poſſeſſion of 
"the throne. . This man was the fon of Autioches the 
Great, and became a barbawys perſecutor of the Jewiſh 
nation. He ſeems to have been raiſed to pour out 
vengeance upon a finful and perverſe people. The 
So, Onias was poſleſſed of tov many- virtues to 
remain unmoleſted in a city, imum wy principles of am- 
. bition ay Who venali 15 5 


ver in 


7 gotten! power, 
claus the brother y 
| Sima who had Os. "ob firſt promotor of Heliodorus? 


attempt upon the treaſiiges of de Temple. — 
af the tribe of Benjamid, and therefore diſqualified for 
de prieſthood, ſupplanted Jafor by the fame evil prac- 
* which Jaſo Panel ke ſo e 5 — 1 


gainſt Onias, S — 


as they bad money tb punchaſe ra ＋ im- 
felf wich e ſums, he wanted, dienen, ad ſeized 


upon, 
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| upon, and ſold ſome: of the rich yeſſely belonging to the 
7 — Such proſanatiens affected the holy Onias, 
who was till permitted do Hve : from his private retrea 
zt-Anmioch. be reprimanded Menelaus for his facrileyious 
impiety, and therefore fell a victim to his 7 1 he 
deatk of the holy prieft was Jamented by aff 960d 82 
, Oni 


and honomed with the tears of Antiochius Sin 
was honoufed by a king, from whoa 'K 4 we 
the 2 ia jullices, while Menelaus was undermined 
by thoſe, whom be thought his faſteſt friends. He was 
corned; out of his poſt of bonour by the intrigues of 
Lyſimachus his brother, and only recovered it again py 
forte of bribery. - Thus was the Jewith republic miſer- 
ably corn into factions; thus was order baniſhed from 
- the ſtate; the prieſts no longer attended to the ſervice of 
che altas, things facred and profane were confounded to- 
| — — no attention paid to the laws either human or 
diwine : ſeruſalem was pollpted wien the blood of her 
own citizens, and ful times came on, which ſeem 
to have been foreboded by the tremendons ſigns, which 
For forty days were ſeen over the holy city. ere was 
the appearance of ſoldiers. glittering in golden armour; 
a multitude.. of 1255 2 n in „ with drawn 
. ſwords, troops of horſemen moving to an through 
the air, inaliog their thields bo coat is 
- againſt another. Such unuſual ſigns filled the minds of 
men with dreadfol alarms, and alf maſt * prayed, 
that cheſe prodigies might turn te good. In that gene- 
ral conſternation of 2 Jafon thought it a fair. 
opportauity of irecoyering his former Fgnlly ; he was 
_ . moreover; encourage to that whdertzking by x fepor 
ich prevailed of Antiochov's dexth Tn" Egypt; be 
_ rthorefore entered the ity with au armet body of men,, 
aud gluned himſelf with the plpöd of his fellow dtizens.. 
Bat de carried not the point he aimed at. For Antio- 
chus had been ſucceſsful in his expedition againſt 


Egypt, till he Romans a alle Hlm in Niscomgueſts, 
Which drove him to wreak his tadignation on the Jewiſh 
people, He - marched un 17 to ferufalem, with a 
view of reducing # emitely to lis obodtence. © The dif- 
ME abs. 2 re 
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ſerent 
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ferent factions of the citizens, tearing, one another. into 
jeces, gave him an eaſy. congꝗueſt che took the city by 
rm, and, as he was eruel by nature, and grown in- 
olent with fucceſs,' deluged che ſttects With human 
blood. In the ſpace of three days, that his fury. raged " 
without giving-any quarter to man, woman or child. 
there were four ſcore thonſand of the people: maſſacred, 
forty thouſand made pri ſoners & as many ſold for {laves. 
Menelaus led the king into the temple, from whence 
wich impious hands he took the ſanctiſied veſſela, and 
rifled. the holy treaſury: and tho? he added blaſ % 
to, ſactilege in contempt. of the living God, no ſuch 
judgment befell him, as had befallen Heliodorus. For 
the fans of the Tr at that time proyoked almighty. 
God to chaſtiſe them by the hands of their — 4 
| they bad no Onias to intercede. in their behalf. The 
anger of almighty God never appears ſo terrible, acwhen 
he ſuffers his enemies to domineer within! the Sanctuary, 
and profane his very altar, For no holineſs of the place 
can give a ſanction to the ſinfulneſs of its inhabitants, 
and no ſanctuary ſhall ſcreen them from the vepgance,. 


1 


Which their fins deſerve. e. 
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J VIII. Martyrdom of Eleatar, 2 Mac. 6,5 1 
+ tet} alt 3 art 1 Tun 3.54 ‚ ende 
| A. M. 3897. Le L NTIOCHUS, havin made.him+ 9%: 
Before J. C. 163. A ſelf. maſter of Jeruſalem, raged 
I wwuoith all the fury of a tyrant againſt its 
miſerable, inhabitants. He appointed governors more 
cruel chan himſelf, who plundered and afflicted the 
people in his abſence, and at the end of two years ſent 
Apollon ius with /a great army to flay all the men, who. 
had attained the age of manhood, and to ſell the younger 
ſort with the women for flaves. The view of Antiochus 
was to deſtroy the race, and extirpate the religion of the 
Jewiſh people. Not long after he ſent another of his 
enerals, from Antioch, to compel the Jews to depari 
rom the laws of their forefathers and of, God. Ihen 
Was 


the holy Temple defiled with all forts. of . by 


IC. 


e, eee eee is 
and imputities, à flatue'of Jupiter Olympius was erect- 


ed thetein, men were Uragged by the King's officers to 
offer facrifice to the heathen idols, and orders given for 
every ohe to be put to death, WRo ſhould refuſe to follow | 
t e pagan rites. ' Then was miſery to be ſeen, Two 
women roo circumciſed their children were pub- 


lickly led through the city) with their infants hangibg at 
their breaſts,” and caſt doyn beadlong from the walls, 
while others were_burnt alive in caves, where they 
had aſſembled to Keep the Sabbath. Such cruelties 
ſo terrified" the Leere of the people, that Tearce 
any dne had the courage to profeſe himſelf 'a Jew.” 
Many however, when publicly. called upon to declate 
their ſentiments, bravely ſtood the ſevere trial, and end- 
ed their lives by "martyrdom , Amongſt theſe glorious 
champions was Eleazar a chief Scribe, whoſe piety” and 
rey hairs rendered him truly venerable; © Being appre-- 
ended by the King's officers, and in contempt of the 
law being violently pteſſed to eat ſwine's fleſh; which 
they thruſt into his mouth, he ee and 
referred à glorious death to the diſhonourable terms of 
ife. He went on chearfully towards the place of execu - 
tion, when they, who accompanied him, being moved 
with compaſſion and reſpect for his age, took him aſide, 
and begged he would conſent to let ſome legal meats be 
ſet before him, that by eating of them at leaſt he might 
ſcem"to'comply-with' the king's order, which would be. 
enough to fave his life, © The venerable old man was not 
to be "impoſed upon by ſuch 33 of friendſhip. He. 
conſidered the wnblemiſhed character, he had hitherto - 
maintained thro? life, the teſtimony he owed to truth,” 
and the reſpect due to the law of God in thoſe particular 
circumſtances, and rejected their propoſal with a noble. © 
neſs of ' foa?; that was natural to him. I would rather Y 
die,” faid he; than do; what you connſel me. Such if. 
ſimulation: becomes not theſe grey hairs.” God forbid 
that i ſhould ever folly the purity of my ſormer life by 
ſuch a ſtain, and thereby give occaſion for the young 
men to imagine, that Eleazar, at the age of four s 
and ten, hab renounced the religion of his forefathers, 
K | and 
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| on axe to t Ace 42 claty intereſt, a 
4 of Re itſelf. 1 es gerous anſwer ons 
attributed to a ta pride. 17 by n friends, 


who thercapoa turned their, profeſions of: kindneſs into 
F ee OLI 10 ie Maas of 
execution, Where by a glorious death he left not to the 
young men only, but to.the whole nation, an example of 
the moll heroic, fortitude. * his conduct he teaches us, / 
7905 what caution: we are . 7 may be a 
ubject of ſcandal to 825 weak, and in Cook we 
Td give. roger * Ane 4 e e 
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** venerable Bleazar was ſoon af- 
r followed by a yoathful band, 
. 40 Ene their courage by a much 
ſeverer con The 1 ſeven. brothers, commonly 
known by the 1225 of the Machabees. Antiochus him - 
ſelf Pele at their martyrdom, and being entaged to 
ſee ſuch conſtancy in an age ſo tender, he ſtretched every 
nerve to tertiſy and tottare them into a compliance with 
his impious demands. He conde mad them all to un- 
dergo the ſame torments qne after. another, that the ſuf. 
* s of the foregomg might intimidate the next. The 
eldeſt was fl called out, in the preſence of his mother 
afid_the re of his brethren, to enter upon the bloody 
combat. he executioner cut out his tongue, conn 
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Young man, ſhe exhorted him in her native tongue, that 
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up to that age, that he would not fear the tormentor, 
but look up to God, the creator of beaven and eattb, 
and of all things in them; and that he would courage- 
ouſly follow the glorious example of his brethren, that 
ſo by the divine mercy the might be worthy to receive 
them all again in life eternal. Animated with freſh re- 
ſolution, the young man interrupted his mother, as ſhe. 
was yet ſpeaking, and called upon his executioners to 
renew the combat. Why do vou heſitate, faid he; for 
whom do you ſtay ? Behold me fixed in the reſolutibn of + 
obeying the law, nor will 1 difobey God, to obey the 
king. The tyrant foamed with rage to ſee himſelf thus 
mocked and defeated : with fiercer barbarity, than he 
had ſhown againſt'the other ſix brothers, he diſcharged 
his fury upon the ſeventh, and tortured him to death. 
The illuſtrious mother, having nothing more to fear for 
her ſons, followed them with redoubled vigour in their 
victorious caree7, and with them laid down her life, n 
the ſame day, iv the ſame glorious cauſe.  - | 

The holy Fathers are 3fuſely eloquent in their enco- 
mĩums of this incomparable woman. From her, as from 
the ſource under God, was derived that flow of virtuous 
magnanimity, which ſo diſtinguiſhed her ſons. With a 
more than manly firmneſs, the beheld them in their fiery 
conflict, ſhe encouraged them in their tormeats, ſhe ex- 
horted: them to die. Thoſe endearing arts and carefles, 
which many mothers often mifapply to other purpoſes, 
were by her made uſe of wy for the real advantage of 
her children. The tender feelings of a mother were by 
the activity of her faith dire&ted beyond the enjoyment of 
preſent happineſs ; her deſire was to ſee them in that 
bleſt abode, where ſhe might receive them again without 
the fear of lofing them for evermore. By her exam- 
ple ſhe teaches Chriſtian parents, what ſentiments of pie- 
ty, what principles of religion they ought to inſpire in- 
to their children; and in what manner, when called up- 
on, they are to give thoſe to God, whom they have re- 
ceived from God. For whether they live, or whether 
they die, they ſolely belong to God: as long as they 
live, they ſhould live to God, and when they die, they 
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X. Generofity of Mathathias,_ 1 Mac. . 
URING the ſcene of deſolation, 4. M. 897 
hich ſtained the land of juda Before J. C. 16. 

* with the blood of its beſt citizens, Ma. 7 
thathias, a valiant and religious man of the ſacerdotal 
race, retreated with his family into Modin, a ſmall. town. 
ſituated upon a hill, the former reſidence of his anceſ- 
tors; there with the deepeſt anguiſh. he confidered over, 

and bewailed the misfortunes of his country. Why have 
been born, faid he, to ſee this affliction of my people, 
this deſolation of the holy city.? She is fallen a prey to 
her enemies; her temple is profaned, her treaſures plun- 
dered, the veſſels of her glory in the hands of foreigners, 
her beauty and ancient ſplendor is extinguiſhed, | the 
ſpoils of Sion are carried off to enrich the barbarous na- 
tions of the earth. Full of theſe melancholy refleQions, 
Mathathias fat mourning over his country, covered with | 
ſackcloth, add bathed in tears, Many other Jews had 
alſo taken refuge at Modin, but were not long ſuffered 
to remain unmoleſted: for the king's deputies purſued 
them thither, and inſiſted on their abandoning the law 
of God, and ſacrificing to idols. Mathathias had the 
grief to ſee many of his countrymen yield to the fear of © 
uffering, and apoſtatiſe from the religion of their fore- 
fathers, The king's officers uſed every argument to 
perſuade him into a compliance with the edict; they 
made him offers of money, honours, and preferment, - 
which he rejected with a generous diſdain, and publicly. - 
declared, That tha* all nations ſhould: conſent to obey 
Antiochus, and every man of the Jewiſh people ſhouldſe 
depart from the faith of their fathers, yet neither he, nor 
his brethren, nor his ſons, would pay obedience to an 
edict, that was incompatible with the law of God, As. 
he ſpoke theſe words, _— came a Jew in the fight of all 
2 | to 
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_ idi®him, Therefore fear ye not the \ 4 
man; who notwithſtanding the prefent blaze of glory, 
that ſurrounds him, is no more than duſt, and a wo. 
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to the judgment of the Law. Deut. 13. Wich a zeal, 


like to that of Phinees, he flew. not only the Jew, who 
was offering idolatrous ſacrifice, but alſo ye officer, 


who had <ompelled him to it, and immediately left the 
town, ſummoning his fellow- citizens, who had any zeal 


for religion, to follow him into the deſert, His five ya+ | 


liant fons; John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and fonathan, 
were the chief, who followed him: they retreated to the 


from perſecution, till being joined by the moſt courage 
ous and zealbus of the people, their. numbers ſwelled in- 
to an army, ſtrong enough to face their enemies in the 
field. Mathathias led them on againft the king*s troops, 
whom he forced to retreat before him, and to fly for 


fafety beyond the boundaries of Judea. He ſcoured the 


whole country, as he marched along with his vi dorious 
followers, overturned the profane altars, that he met 
With, and reſtored to the inhabitants the free exerciſe of 
their religion. But desth cut him ſhort, before Ke had 
time to finiſh, what he had ſo proſperouſly begun. Be- 
fore he expired, he called his ſons tö him, and in this 


ap6n his people the proyd domincer, and threaten 6ur 
nation with ruin, You therefore, O my Tons, arm you 


do offer ſacrifice upon. the altar, which was there erected 
0 Antiochus's idol. Mathathias,, faw and was grieved, 
his reins trembled, and his wrath was kindled accorting 


mountains, here they endeavoured to ſhelter themſelves 


manner expreſſed to them the noble ſentiments of his 
ſoul: Now it is, that the anger of the Lord lies heavy 


r. 
ſelves with zeal for God's law, and be ye ready b di 


forefathers; and let their exam 


in its defence. Call to mind the 3 actions of your 
P 


e ſpur you on in the 


trſoit of glory. Joſeph in ſpite of his brothers envy 


ecame the lord of Egypt; David triumphed over the 


perſecutions of Saul; Ananias, Azarias, and Miſael, 
were delivered from-the fiery furnace, and Daniel from 
the Hons' den. Thus thro? ee it appears, that 

dence 


ace their con 


God never abandons thoſe, dere = es 
e violence of a ſinfu 
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of the earth. He glories in his might to day, and to- 


4A 


ANON he ſhall be no more : for he ſhall again return 
into the duſt, from whence he was firſt taken, and his 


vin conceits mall periſh with him. Such were the laſt 


# 


* 


infuſe into the breaſts of his e ſons the ſame holy 


eal, that bürnt in his own. ' He gave them his bleſſing, 
and was lad to bis forefathers, in the town of Modin. 
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MEATHATHIAS in the lall inſtrue- 4. M. g838, 
VI tions, that he gave his ſons, had Before J. C. 162. 
ſingled out Simon for his prudente, and 
Judas for his warlike valour; he had recommended to 
them, that the firſt ſhould aid them by his counſels, and 
the ſecond ſhould command the army. Void of jealouſy 
and only zealous for the public good, they religiouſly 
complied with their father's will. Judas, ſurnamed 
Machabeus, in accepting of the command, promiſed his 
brethren, that he would do his beſt to anſwer the good 
opinion, which his father had been pleaſed to expreſs of 
him, and to diſcharge the truſt, which they had conſent- 
ed to repoſe in him, | Eager to compleat what his father 
had but juſt begun, he girted himſelf for battle, like a 
iant, ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, and buckled on his 
word; which was a ſhield to the whole army. He ruſhed 
to war, and in his acts was like a lion, and like a lion's 
whelp roaring for his prey. In forming his army he 
made choice of thoſe men only, who had never bent theit 
knees to the idols of Antiochus. For he relied chiefly 


f 


upon God for victory, and religiouſly concluded, that a 


wicked multitude would be more likely to draw down a 
curſe upon his arms, than help him to conquer. He 
therefore collected thoſe together, whom the 'dread of f 
torments had diſperſed ; with thoſe he formed à body of 

x thouſand choſen men, and with thoſe he thought 
himſelf a match for all the forces, that the Syrians could 
bring againſt him His fludy was to infuſe his own. 
W D ſentiments 


—— 
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ſentiments into the minds of his ſoldiers, and to inſpire I 
them with the ſame conſi dence in God. He repreſented 
to them, that God alone is the Lord of hoſts; that ou 
him alone they were to rely for ſucceſs ; that by prayer 
and faſting they muſt tender him propitious to their 
arms; that under his all- powerful protection they had 
nothing to fear from the thouſands of a pagan enemy 


for that God alone held the balance of victory, an 


could turn the ſcale as eaſily in favour of a ſmall, as of 
a greater number. Thus Jonathan the ſon of Saul fout- 
ed the camp of the Philiftines ; thus Ezechias was deli- 
vered from the army of Sennacherib. Nor did he doubt, 


but the Almighty had the like merey ſtill in ſtote for 


them; that the cries of the afflicted, that the blood of | . 
the innocent, that the prayers of the penitent, would 


diſarm his divine juſtice againſt Juda, and turn his 
vengeance. upon the inſolent foe, who had defiled the 


Temple with idols, and Jeruſalem with blood. And to” 
make his followers ſtill more reſolute and united in their 


undertaking, he ordered it to be proclaimed through the, 


camp, that all they, who were afraid of facing the _. 


enemy, or who had any private intereſt to purfue, or 
domeflic buſineſs to call them home, ſhould inſtantly re- 


tire, and leave him with the reſt to conquer for their 


religion and country. | 


Thus did Judas Machabeus prepare himſelf to fight 


} 


the battles of the Lord; thus did he ſpirit up his follow- _. | 


ers to feats of glory, and teach them, how they were to 


conquer. The zeal, the piety, the faith, and reſolution, 


of this Hebrew chief well deſerves the notice of all 


Chriſtians, who have a much more important undertak- 


ing upon their hands. The life of man, ſays holy Job, 


is. a warfare upon earth, We have our ſouls to ſave, we 
have heaven to gain; and heaven can be gained only by 


thoſe, Who are eager and vigorous in the purſuit. The 


ſtrong united powers of the world, the fleſh and de- 
vil ſurround us on every fide and oppoſe out progreſs. 
With them there is no peace to be expected, we muſt 


hght, we muſt firive and conquer too, before we can 
bf roamed, For this we mal be equipped with he 


ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual armour of God, without whom we can do no- 
ing. Unable of ourſelves to advance a fingle ſtep, we 
muſt endeavour by humble prayer to obtain from Jeſus 
Chriſt thoſe ſuccours of his holy grace, which alone can 
invigorate our efforts, and render them ſucceſsful, | 


$ 00. Pin fe Mano, , 
12 MACHABEUS, having pre- 4. .. 2838. 


pared himſelf for war in the man- Before J. C. 168. 
ner, we have ſaid, directed his firſt attack + apy bis 


fidels in Samaria. He gained a complete victory, flew 
Apollonius with his own hand, and ſtript him of his 
ſword, which he ever after uſed in battle, as long as he 


lived. For from this time Judas was in perpetual war 
with the Syrians, nor was it by the death of one general, 
or by the overthrow of one army, that the Syrian power 
could be broken: Upon the death of Apollonius Seron 
took the field with a numerous army, not doubting of 


* 


4 


againſt A pollonius, who commanded a great army uf in- 


-- 


ſucceſs, and - promiſing himſelf great honour from the 


defeat of a ral, whoſe name was become the talk of 


foreign nations. Seron's boaſting promiſes of vi 


en in a total overthrow, which covered him with con- 
fuſion, and crowned his adverſary with new glory. The 


nes of theſe two battles fired Antiochus with a freſh de- 
fire of revenge ; the diſgrace, that had fallen upon his 


V. 


arms, made bim eager to waſh it out. Tho' he drained - 


his treaſury of money, and his kingdom of men, he re- 
ſolved to ſet on foot another army, which ſhould defy 


every attempt, and baffle every power, that Judas could 


bring againſt it. The ſtate of affairs requiring the king's 


preſence in Perſia, Lyſias, the viceroy of Syria, was in- 


truſted with the management of this expedition againſt 


Judea. An army of forty thouſand foot, and ſeven 


thouſand horſe, under the command of Ptolemy, Nicanor 


and Gorgias, three of his moſt able generals, marched 
into the Jewiſh territories. The fight of ſo formidable 


an amm rock a panic into the deſpcadivg Jews. 2 | 
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SHS og He Bog ay nee hoo tragion) ing: 
ſaw. the evils, that were pouring in upon him, and e- 
erted his abilities to repel them. By word and exam- - 
ple he animated his troops againſt an enemy, who had 
nothing to truſt to but cheir numbers and weapons, WBhilſt 
they the choſen people of God had all the heavenly hoſt 
to defend them. He admoniſhed them to prepare for 


battle by prayer and faſting, he reminded them of the 


wonderful protection, God had ſhown their forefathers in 
ancient times, and how-glorious it was to fight . 
ſacred laws of God and the liberties of thair county. 
Having thus diſpelled their fears, and warmed their 
courage ſor battle, he led them on againſt the Syrians, 
whom he charged with ſuch antrepidity, that he broke 


and routed: their hole army. This firoke reduced y,, 


ſias almoſt to deſpairꝭ; he was afraid the miſcartiage of - + 
the war might be. attributed to his neglect, and therefore 
reſolved to command the next 2 in perſon- He 
drew together all the recruits: he could during winter, 


and in ſpriag led an army of ſixty thouſand foot and fie 


thouſand horſe into the heart of Judea. | Judas was there 
ready to receive him, gave him battle, defeated; and? 


forced him to retreat with great loſs to Anion. 


Judas, having no enemy upon his hands, turned his 
thoughts upon repairing, the devaſtations, which the Gen- 
tiles had made in the country. His firſt object was the houſe 
of God: for he was afflicted to ſee the ſanctuary deſolate, 
the altar profaned, the gates burnt, and in the court 
ſhrubs grown up, as in a foreſt, - He began by appoint. 
ing Prieſts. of an unblemiſhed character for dhe perfor- 
mance of the ſacrifices, he eleanſed the holy places and 
the courts, threw down the altar, on which the idob of 
Jupiter had ſtood, aud built a new one, which was dedi- 
cated with great joy and religious feſtivity. Then were 
the ſacred veils hung up again, the holy veſſels renewed; 
the golden candleſtick, the altar of perfumes, the table of 
provided ſor the divine ſervicſsſ e. 

Thus did judas paſs the winter months; till the ſervice 
of his countty called him forth again into the feld, The 
neighbouring nations had taken offence at his repairing 
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Bghore J. C. 1 594 - AF Autiochus bad undertaken an ex- 
At zl e *peditivn” againſt mais, 4 rich än 
ſtrong city in Perſia, he inhabitants, ons - l 
nothing bat the Uefire of plander had invited the king 
to attack? chem qeſended themſelves with great veſo- 
lation, nnd forced him to make a precipitate retreat 
into the province of Babylon. Here covered wit 
confaſton at bis diſgrace, he was informed of the bad 
fortune, which had likewiſe attended His arms in Judea. 
Vexed wir rage and fiekening re to fee him 
| ſelf thus baſte in his project, ke vowed 
the people, Who had thrown ſuch? diſtionour om him, 
publickliy declaring, that be would reduce Jerufalem 
to a heap«of ruins, and make it = common burying- 
place of the whole { Jewiſh- natien. But God, who | 
| ſees the heart, and knows how) to check the pride of 
man, ſtruck him with an incurable and painful plague 
in his bowels, Which ſoon reduced: him to the grave. 
He however mounted his chariot, and breathing revenge 
againſt the Jews, ordered his ſervants to drive him on 
with the utmoſt expedition- The arm of God ſtopped 
him ſhort in his career! Being thrown- from"his chariot 
he was bruiſed in a terrible manner, and being no longer 
able to bear the motion of a carriage, he ordered himſelfeo- 
be put into a litter not to- interrupt his journey. Th 
the king, whe was -repleniſhed with pride above 
meaſure of man, ſays the holy ſcripture, who to Himſelf” 
ſeemed to rule even the waves of the ſea, and to weigh 
the heights of the mountains in a balance, was in' a mo- 
ment humbled by the manifeſt power of God, which 
ſtruck him to the ground. Loathſome worms ſwarmed 
out of every. part of his body, the ſtench of which-be- 
came inſupportable to his attendants, to himſelf and the 
whole army. For his fleſh rotted and dropped from his 
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bones, while his bowels were tortured: with : exquiſite 
_ Pains in puniſiment of the cruelties,” with which he had 
1 unmereitully racked the howe la of others. The grow 
ing tortures of his body, joined tothe vexation of 'his 
mind, rendered his fituation every hour more and more 
lamentable. He then began to reflect within himſelf 
and to confeſs his great miſery. The remembrance of 
the evils; which he Rad done in the holy city of Jeruſa- 
ſalem, added keen remorſe of conſcience to his other 
ins; he acknowledged the juſtice of the ſtroke; that 
dend him chus low." Ig ie juſt; fad hy; to ſubmit 0 God; 
noris it ſor mortal man to equal himſbif to God. Then, äs 
if he lad ſome ghiumering hape of ſoftening the rigour 
of divine juſtice into mercy, he promiſed Almighty; God, 
that be would treat Judea with elemeney equal to his 
former ſeverity, that he would make the city free, aud 
put her citizens upon the ſame footing with thoſe of 
Athens: he promiſed to i farniſtr the holy Temple with 
every neceſſary expenſe for the ſabrifices, io make himſeif 


= Jeu, and iu eyery part of the earth” to proc hm the 
power of God. All dis be by word of mouth, 
and wrote moreover a letter to Jewiſn nation full of 


ſeeming friendſhip and eſteem. But the juſt judgment of 
God was come upon him, ſays the ſacred tent; debait. 
ing of lit, Antiochas prayed to the Lord, from wh 

he was not like: to nbtaln mercy; und thus ended a wick 
ed and miſerable life h a more miſerable dean 


ance deferrediro the laſt hoar;-tho? accompanied: with all 


iochus, is 

| pon. A'Chritian, be en deliberate inepteR tbr 
* 8. into that extremity, has 'no news rounds for 
his be of pardon, than had that rgpro te King. The 
: of dying well is in the common courſe of provi- 
e-granted to thoſe only, who by'4 virtuous life en- 

to obtain it. The ſentence of Saint Auſtin up- 
é | on 
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eln ſays he? Von then muſt liver well : for wh 
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— Antiochus Eupator, who faccebiied-his father, 

jo hig crown and an — — $4 Ju- 
© das Macbabeus headet! his vitto! "Iran | 
and in di e iſhed: — — ö 


end Lyſtas- is — 2 
M vera dor pence; an —— agreed on beten 
kbe king dad | Jodas Machgbeys't'/but no laſting peace 


© could be „where traitors amnug the them 
ſelyes were ready to fell their cbuntry to —— 
__ enemy. , Men zealous of the power gad envious oßbtbe 
glory hich — had fo juftly ved in che field, 


_ Invited Antiochus to — „nd de- 
 Hver them froni the tyraumy of man, who overawed his 
follow! citizehs)/tvd hinted them — Sear to 

the kings of Syzie,  Antiochus upon that information 
called together his friends and of his army, 
raiſed all men he could at home, took foreign 


into bis pay, and collected un army of u liundred thou- 
_ ſand fact, 3 W e thauſand hoſe; wich Shich be 
invaded pearance of un army, noted; 
formidable for pon: fo onde, 'thanfor the oum- 
bers af its men, was enough to ftrike ueHE¶ꝗỹ intogbe moſt 

we; and what rendeset it ſtill mhore formidable were 

Q apd thirty-clephants, trained co war, and 
ich upon his back a frong wooden "tower, * 


with 
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he led forth his 0 40: zu he 
as numbers of af the enemy. »4 hanar, 


„ ignalized himdelt by aver fngy- 
of — vane The 2 youth, having ob- 
ſerved an elephant more remarkable than the reſt for his 
Sava N be — 
us might be upon reiolv- 
ed 10 Jacrafice his life for the-ſake ho of dating te war if 
. cou, with. one Broke: his -way:thro* the 
Abel af hie enemies, gill he — the elephant, the 
he had in yiew-! - He threw himſeif berween | the 
(feet: of «the. monſier, and ſtanding under it, vigaroufly 
4iroſt kisſward into ite bell. Don fell. che bealt, and 
eruſhad che conquerar to death in the very act of tri 
:Such feats of uncommon bravery: gave Antiechus. no 
| . on the war t and on the 
Jades ſering bow difficult it vas 1 Hg 
the the! ſo numerous 7 ** thaught it 
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tf ws — Epiphanes,” declared himſelf 
well ſupported; in his claim; be d 


„ nd 
cou- 
= Antiachas: Eupator both of the crown and Hife. Thie Fe 

revolution in the kiagdom of Jdyria had no ſooner tauben 
place, but ſome diſcontented qe began to mae their 
court to the new king by ſlanderiug the fame and virtues 

of judus Machabeus . Amongſt theſe enemies of their 
couutry the chief was Alcimus, à wicked and ambitious 
man, Whom the king nominated to the high Prieſthood; 
as a reward of his treachery, and em phoyed as the mini- 
ſter tf his deſigus againſt Jadea. Tais Alcimus 
joined with Bacehides in the commandtof a army, 

did as much mĩſchĩef to the people of Judeaby his hypo- 
criſy, as by open violence. For under the name and 
ſanclion of high Prieſt, he ſeduced many from their du- 
ty, and plunged them into. rebellion againſt the laws of 
God and their: country. Judas exerted himſelf with = 
ſuch attixvity againſt them, that he forced them to xelin. 
e enterptize, and to retreat with diſonour in- 

yria. The . miſcarriage i of this expedition again 

* determined Demetrius, 1 Mee, c. 7, — Mar. 

c. 14, to employ Nicanor, one of his prineipal lords, 

who . as an active general. and ſworn enemy tothe Jew- 
iſh nation. Nicanor, at the head of a powerful army, 
marched into the very heart of ſudea, and deſeated Si- 

mon with the troops he had unde bis command: but 
dreading the valour and ſaperior abilities iof Judas Ma- 
chabeus, .declined! meeting him in the feld, andoſolicit- 

ed his friendſhip. Judas, who wiſhed to ſpare the effu 

ſion of human blood, liſtened to his propoſals. They 

entered Jeruſalem together, and lived on amicable terms 
with.pne another, till the wicked Aleimus ſecing himſelf 

thus diſappointed .1n. his hopes of the high Prieſthood, 

accuſed Nicanor to Demetrius of being his enemy's friend, 
Nicanor, being then afraid of incurring the king's diſ- 

pleaſure, reſolved to ſeize the ſirſt opportunity of taking 
L 2h by ſurprize, and of ſending him priſoner to Anti- 

och Nam and prevented his deſigu. 

They #herefore off their treaty of 1 
7.3 mſelves 
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385: 
themſelves at the hend oi their reſpettive and 
came to a battles · in Which the: Syrians wers G orſed with ! 
the loſs. of near five thouſand mem! Nirahor up h, 
defeat became outrugeous, and heing joĩned by anizpnry 
from Syria proudly boaſted of his mighty power, und- 
threatened to deſtroy the Temple, unleſs judab were dec! 
Uvered into his hands. Judas whoſe truſt was in 1G68; i 
_ aſſombled aid exhosted his trop battle, wichau that! 
manly ſortitade, fbr which hef was! ſb renrarkable vnd 

fervenily intrested the Almiguty to fend his hoty Angel 
to their defence, as he had formerly ſentn him (nghiaft 
Sennacherib, and in one night had ſlain la huhdred ad 
eighty thouſand of che Affyrian Dea God! 


heard his prayer, and comforted him with au apparitlon! 
of the prieſt Onias, and the prophet feremiah. 
Jeremiah preſented him with a golden ſword to deſtroy? 
the enemies of Iſrael, and Onias: told him, that Jeremſi· 
_ | 3E. 
ed much ſor the and holy city. Judas relay: 2 
24 vifion to his Fldters . dingly en- 
couraged thereby, they marched full of confidence to 
battle; five and thirty thouſand fell of the Syriane, 
among whom was Nicanor himſelf, and a complete vic- 
tory was won. Judas commanded Nicanor's;head; and” 
_ right arm, Which he had infolently lifted uf dgeinſt the 
Temple, to be ſevered from his body, and carried to Je. 
rofalem': © His tongue moreover, which had dttered bla 
phemics againſt the Moſt-bigh, was cut into ſmall pieces; 
and given to the birds. enen e ie e 
This victory was the laſt of Judas Machabeus. Deme- 
trius raiſed freſh troops, and poured in new armies upon 
the conquerors, who began to be wearied by the length, 
and diſheartened by the labours of a war, to which they 
ſaw no end. Moſt of Judas's men declined the ſervice ; 
all to eight hundred abandoned him in the field, and 
they that remained, exhorted him to a prudent retreat. 
No, let us riſe, ſaid he, let us march to meet our ene- 
mies; tho? the reſt are ſnrunk away, we may be ſtill able 
to maintain our ground. God forbid we ſhould ever fly 
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E and unvarying reſolution. No human ref) 


fears, no appearance of difficulties. ought to — 
him in the undertakidg. Ie has God: for bis witneſs 
and the helper of his e 
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FTER the death or 2M 
if bens, his brother Jokw was et, 


he, by genera] conſent to ſy ply s 
Place, an by ge hght the battles 6 Iſrael. He anna 
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the broken 4 of the re 1 together, formed them + 
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— AN army, and retreated into the deſert of "byte! 

judging 'it more adviſeable to hartaſs the enemy by fre. 

1 miſhes, thau to riſk the fortune of 5 SNP, 

in à pitched battle, This prudent plan of opera 

had the defired effect: for by the * Lun du 
by the man advantage 

to attack in his turn, he forced B 
— the Sycians againſt him, to evacuate, the 


echidss 1 1 1 


country, and ſubſcribe to articles of peace. * i: 


having nothing more to fear from. fo 12 enemies, be- 
2 good ord e hs ee home, 
to repair the evils, hi occalioned by 
| che War. His power was N and his firiendibip. 
courted by the very Prince, who a little before 
his implacable enemy. For a young COM of. the 
crown of Syria had, lately ſtarted up in the perſon of 
Alexander lle, the ſon of Antiochus Epiphanes, and 5 
made 
vals divided the power and affections of the Syrian 
equally betwixt On ; and each of them being ſenfible 
that the ſcale of empire muſt turn to whichever fide Jo- 


Jonathan gave fair words to theni both, tho? his inclina. 
tion byaſſed him in favour of Alexander. Alexander in 
effect defeated his e whom he few in battle. 

and poſſeſſed himſelf of the crown of Syria. He 


Jonathan with Sod reſpect, acknowledged him to be 
the High-prieſt of the Jewiſh nation, and inyited him 1 
N t 
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Demettius totter upon his throne, , hele two ris y f 
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the city of Ptolemais, wbere he was to receive the king 


of Ley t, and eſpouſe his daughter, Jonathan accept- 
ed-of the invitation, and that he might appear of ſome 


| conſequence before two ſuch mighty kings, he went in 


exander ; for he knew that ſome factious Jews were 
ne before to lodge their complaints againſt. him. 

im with every mark of honour and 
eſteem ; and they, who came to be his accuſers, had the 


mon ſtate, I bim magnificent preſents for 
| 
go 


confuſion to ſee him confirmed in his high dignity, and 


ſeated upon a level with the kings eve Alexan- 
der ſoon after met with an untimely end: for the late 
Demetrius had left a fon of the ſame name, who being 
ſupported by Ptolemee king of Egypt, laid claim to the 
crown of Syria, and by the murder of Alexander, enter. 
ed into actual poſſeſſion of the kingdom. This prince 


had ſent his general Apollonius with an army into Ju- 
dea to repay Jonathan for the part he had taken in fa- 


vour of Alexander. The revenge he meditated, ended 
in his diſgrace, - Jonathan gave Apollonius battle, and 


put his army to flight. Demetrius thus E that 


no advantage was likely to be reaped from the enmity 
of a man ſo verſed in the art of war, reſolved to court 
his friendſhip. ' Peace therefore being reſtored to the two 


nations of Syria and Judea, the people breathed for ſome 


time, till the war was again renewed by Tryphon. Try. 
hon was an officer Alexander's party, and havin 
is eye upon the crown of Syria, declared himſelf againf 

Demetrius, and proclaimed Antiochus, the young ſon 

of Alexander, king in his ſtead. Jonathan ſent three 


thouſand valiant warriors to Antioch for the ſupport of 


Demetrius, his friend and ally: theſe troops executed 
the cominiflion, they were ſent upon, with ſo much vi- 
gour, that they flew in one day no fewer than a hundred 
thouſand of Demetrius's enemies, and thereby put him 


trius ſoon after breaking his faith with Jonathan, and 


being defeated by Tryphon, forced the Hebrew chief to 


declare in favour of the young Antiochus, who was 


again in peaceful poſſeſſion of his kingdom. But Deme- 
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crowned, and acknowledged king at Antioch, Try- | 


| „ having thus ee his intereſt amongſt t 
ytians, thought he had now no other obſtacle: than Jo- 
nathan's attachment to Antiochus, that could hinder 


kim from taking the crown from his prince's brow, and 


ſetting it upon his own. - He therefore formed a ſcheme 
to put Jonathan out of the way. Treachery effected 


what no force of arms or money could have done. Un- 


der the ſpecious ſhow of frien ſhip Tryphon invited Jo- 
nathan into the town of Ptolemais. _ Jonathan impru- 
dently believed him to be fincere, diſbanded his army, 
and truſted himſelf with no more than a thouſand at- 
tendants in one of the ſtrong towns of his natural ene 
mies. He had no ſooger entered into Ptolemais, than 
the gates were ſhut, he traiterouſly taken, and his fol- 
lowers put to the ſword. Such was the fatal conſequence 
of truſting himſelf to a pretended friend, whoſe intereſt 
it was to betray him. TIS x: 7-410 7 5 

- Fortitude, tho' a cardinal virtue, is not the only vir- 
tue requiſite for our conduct in life. Without prudence 


we ſhall often run ourſelves into fireights, from which ao 


fortitude will be able to fave or extricate us. Our blef, 
fed Saviour tells his followers to unite the prudence 
the ſerpent with the fimplicity of the dove: this wi 
teach us not to deceive, that will make us wary againſt 
the deceits of others. To deceive, or to be eceived, 
ſays Saint Jerom, is unworthy of a Chriſtian : the one 
argues à want of diſcretion, the other a want of fide- 
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| 4. l. 386, Fr the five galant {ons of Maths. 
f | | F.C: 13896 VF thias Simon was the only one left 
for the defence of fudes in het diſtreſo. 
Simon waited for no invitation to ſerve his cbuntry: 
=_ ' having ſhared in all the labours, and in all the datigers, 
175 that his brothers had andergone in the public ſervice, 
| de voluntarily ſtept forward, and offered himſelf" to his 
=_ - fellow citizens, You know, ſaid ke to them, what great 
"battles I and my brethren and my father's houſe Rave 
_ fought in defence of our holy laws and fanfuary, Von 
© are witneſſes of the diſtreſſes we have felt; . 
Biave loſt their lives in the ſervice of Hrael, and I am left 
alone. Far be it from me to ſpare my life in theſe times 
of public trouble, for I am. not better than my brethren. 
I will avenge my nation and the fanctuary, and our 
children and wives; for the heathens have collected thein 
forces together, and from mere malice meditate our ruin. 
Simon's words infuſed a generous ardbur into the breaſts 
bf the people; they choſe him for their leader in the 
place of Judas and Jonathan, bade him fight their bat- 
tles, and promiſed. to do whatever he ſhould order. Si- 
mon loſt no time, drew. an army together, finiſhed the 
fortifications of Jetuſaletn,' and took the field- againſt 
 Tryphon, who was advancing with a numerous army 
towards the confines of Judea, Tryphon had not ex- 
pected to meet with ſuch a force, or to find a general ſo 
ready to oppoſe him. He therefore ſent deputies to Si- \ 
mon, pretending that he had only detained Jonathan on 
actoutit of money, which was due from him to the king's 
treaſury, and promiſed to releaſe him upon condition, 
that a hundred talents of ſilver were paid for his ranſom, 
and his two ſons ſent as hoſtages for his good behaviour. 
Simon knew the deceitful language, and ſuſpected the 
traitor's defign wa* to deſtroy both the father and his 7 
be. 8 » after 
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after he had received the money for his ranſom: but be-. 
ing apprehenſive, leſt he might incur che diſpleaſure of 

the lows, if ke ſhould not do his utmoſt to ſet Jonathan 
at liberty, punctually fulfilled the conditions, that were 
required on his part. The event ſoon ſhowed, that his 
_- faſpicions had not been ill grounded: for che perfidious 


Syriat»was no ſooner poſſeſſed of the ſum he wanted, 


- than, he flew. Jonathan wich Both His ſons, and then 
_ marched away into his own country, ö 


Sinan s endeavours to fave. hig brother's life having 


proved ineffectual, he reſolved. to honour Him after 
210 12 Having recovered the dead body out of his, ene- 
my's banda, be carried it to Modin, and there depolited 
. it with the remains of. his renowned father and brethren :; 
be ereted over them a magnificent monument, as an 
Honorary tribute due to the memory of thoſe illuſtrious 
_  Chiefsz, who. had! eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the defence of God's people: his motive was to honout 
the merit of the deceaſed, not to flatter the vanity of the 
_ living; . Simon governed the Jewiſh nation with grez 

_ wiſdom and ineſs for eight years, when one e- 


my, his ſon-in-law, being. inſtigated with a wieked de- 


| fire of power, conſpired againſt and deprived bim of life. 
. "His death was univerſally lamented by the people, and 

| his remains were with due honour interred at Modin, in - 
the monument, which he himſelf had erected to his fa- 


mily predeceſſors. © 


Such was the end of thoſe illuſtrious Machabees, whom 
.  Gad in his fingular providence raiſed up to fight his bat- 
tles, and with them ends the hiſtofy of the vl teſta ment. 

Thoſe five. glorivus brothers, being all animated with 
the ſame ſpirit, and inflamed with the ſame zeal in the 


midſt of perils. for the ſervice of God and their country, 


exhibit a bright example to the champions of the new 
law, which ſucceeded” ſoon after. They teach their 
- Chriſtian ſucceſſors, with what intrepidity and zeal they 
| are to ſtand forth in the cauſe of virtue and religion, 
- how unbyaſſed by private intereſt, how united amon 
. themſelves, how free from envy and ambition, bow in- 
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| defatigable, how aRive in their undertaking, how de- 


ge upon God for ſucceſs. Amidſt the conſtant 
hurry and alarms of war, they always found time for 
prayer, and by their prayers obtained the divine bleſſing 
upon their arms and country. g. 
Simon was ſucceeded both in the ſacerdotal and civil 
power by his ſon John, who from a victory he gained 


- over the Hyrcanians, obtained the ſurname of Hyrca- 


nus. Hyrcanus left'the-ſovereign power to his ſon Ari- 


ſtobulus, who aſſumed the crown and title of king. 


Hence the regal ſceptre was tranſmitted from one to an- 
other of the Jewiſh nation, till Herod, by the means of 


Mark Antony, obtained it of the Roman pevpple, and 


was acknowledged king in Jeruſalem. Herod being an 
Idumean by birth, and conſequently of a foreign ra 

in him the ſceptre of Juda failed. A leader of Jacob's 
line no longer preſided over the Jewiſh people; the term 
foretold by that holy Patriarch to his ſon Judas for the 


coming of the Meſſiah, the expeRation of nations, was 


then at hand. In the thirty ſeventh year of king He“ 
rod's reign, which was the four thouſandth of the world, 
* Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, was for us men 


| n in Bethlehem, a town of Juda. 


End of the ſixth age, 
AND or THE 1 | 
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Hiſtory of the New Teſtament. 
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Seventh age of the world. 
From the coming of Jeſus Chriſt to the 
l end of time. =D 
$1. 84s Hadi be Zone ; 
B FORE ve enter upon the hiſtorical narration. 


of facts in the New Teſtament, it may not be 
thought ſuperfluous to give ſome account of the 


| four Evangeliſts, who were inſpired to write 
them. Tbe four Goſpels, as they are called from the 
names of their ſacred writers, are in fact four books of 
the ſame one and individual Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
teaches us therein the truth, and the way to eterna] life. 
Of the four Zvangeliſts Saint Matthew is the firſt in or- 
der, Who of a publican became an Apoſtle, He. wrote 
his Goſpel in Jeruſalem, at the requeſt of thoſe Jews, 
who had embraced the Chriſtian faith, according to 
Saint Jerom, or according to Saint Epiphanius, in con- 
ſequence of an order from the Apoſtles themſelves. He 
wrote it not in Greek, but in the Hebrew or Syrian 
language, as Euſebius in his hiſtory, and ſeveral holy 
Fathers affirm. Saint Jerom moreover adds, with Euſe- 
bius, that Pantinus, in his miſſion amongſt the Indians, 
| Ts 4 found 
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avail us nothing without the practice of what we read: 


i -- rev on or THE 


found an ofiginzl capy.of Saint Matthew's Gofpel, writ. 
Wy, 


ten in Hebrew, which he brought to Alexandria, and 
which in his time was kept in the library of Czfarea. 


This original is fince Joſt, but 'the Greek tranſlation of 


it has been carefully preſerved. Who the author of this 
rravllation was, we cannot preciſely tell'; fome' of the 


Fathers attribute it to Saint John, others to his brother 


Saint James. Saint Matthew, according to the remark 
of Saint Auſtin, ſeems to have had the humanity of Je- 
ſus Chriſt chiefly in his eye, and therefore ſets off with 
a genealogical account of his royal deſcent from David, 
and in the progreſs of his Goſpel exhibits to us the chief 
tranſactions of his liſe upon earth. For this reaſon he is 
not ſo ſublime, either in his ſtile or ſentiment, as Saint 
John, who frequently treats of the myſtery of the 


Trinity, and diſcourſes of the divinity of Jeſus Chtiſt. 


The manner therefore of Saint Matthew's writing ſeems - 
more adapted to the capacity of the faithful in general, 
becauſe he enters into a ene detail of thoſe 
actions and inſtractions, in which Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſ- 
ed to accommodate himſelf to our weakneſs, and to place 
the example of his virtues within the reach of our imita- 
tion, Altho” it belongs not to us to ſeek out reaſons, 
and to form conjeRures about the ſecret deſigns of God, 
in inſpiring four different men to write the ſame Goſpel, 
yet this we may ſay, that the will of Jeſus Chriſt is 
to have his holy law written in the hearts, and expreſſed 
in the interior life of all Chriſtians, that their exterior 
actions may exhibir the viſible characters of that inviſi- 
ble charity, which he defires to ſee imprinted in our 
ſouls. The defign of Jeſus Chriſt was not ſimply to in- 
ſtruct us by his Written word, it was moreover to excite 
in his followers a defire of copying his actions, when 
they ſhould read or hear the example he had given them ; 
ſo that the luſtre of his virtues, as well as the truth of 
his doctrine might be perpetuated from age to age, not 
in the dead letter, but in the living actions of the faith. 
ful. However commendable it may be to read the Goſſ 

with reſpe& and attention, yet the knowledge of it wilt 


for 
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truth will never make us the trus diſciples of a God- man, 


unleſs we comply with thoſe ſacred precepts, and in our 
lives trace out thaſe religious virtues, which he has taught 


us: then jt is, and only then, that we become the ima- 


es of the life of Jeſus Chriſt, as Jeſus Chriſt both is and 
always was the perfect image of his Father. It is not 


certain in what year Saint Matthew wrote his Goſpel, 
but it is generally thought to have been about the year 


forty-two, that is about eight years after our bleſſed Sa- 


_ viour's aſcenſion into heaven, 
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Ar Mark frequent mention is made in the adds of the” 
files, and in the epiftles of Saint Paul. But it 


A 
is not clear, who that Mark was, whether the Evangeliſt, 
as Saint Jerom ſeems to think, or another of the ſame 
name, whom Saint Peter mentions at the end of his firft 
epiſtle, and calls his fon. However that may have been, 
the conſtant tradition is, that the Eyangelift was the Mark, 


who preached the Chriſtian faith in Egypt, and founded 


the church of Alexandria, the ſecond metropolitan i 
the world. Moſt of the holy Fathers ſeem to agtee In 
opinion, that Saint Mark wrote his Goſpel at Rome, 
conformable to the information, which he received from 
Saint Peter, and at the requeſt of the Chriſtians there, 


as Euſebius informs us. For that celebrated hiforian 
8 the wonderful ſuccefs, which accompanied 
aint 


eter's preaching at Rome, adds, L. 2. c. tg, that 


they, who heard him, were ſo charmed with the excellen- 


& of his doctrine, that they defired to have it in writing: 
e important truths, that fell from the mouth of the 
holy Apoſtle, excited their piety, and made them wiſh 
to refreſh their memory, þy reading at their leiſure, what 
they had heard him fpeak. They therefore addreſſed 
themſelves to Mark, the diſciple of Saint Peter, and by 
their entreaties prevailed upon him to * down the 


| vangelical 
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Eyangelical hiſtory, which bears his name. It was writ- MF 
ten under the iuſpection, and-publiſhed by the approba- 
tion of Saint Peter, who on that account was thought by 
tome, as Tertullian ſays; to have been the author of the 
| work. Saint Auſtin and Saint Jeromz with moſt of the-ho- 
5 _ » Jy Fathers, are of opinion, that Mark wrote his Goipel 
3 min Greek, tho“ by the ſtile and frequent Hebraiſmsa that 
. occur in his writings; he ſeems to have been @ native of 
+ Judea, and more familiar with the Hebrew, than the 
_ "Greek idiom. He for the moſt part ſticks cloſe to 5 
Saint Matthew in his narration of facts, often makes uſe | 
of the ſame words, and in many plages does but abridge 
- * the hiſtory. He alters indeed the order of the narration 
_ at times, adds ſome new circumſtances, and relates feve- 
ral entire facts, of which Saint Matthew makes no men- 
tion. He ſays nothing of Saint Peter's walking upon 
tte ſea, nor of the high commendations he received from 
_ our bleſſed Saviour upon his confeſſing him to be the Son 
of God; but is very particular in the circumſtances of 
his denying his divine maſter, which Saint Chryſoſtom 
- - attributes to the great humility of that Apoſtle, who 
guided his diſciple's pen. The ſame holy Doctor aſke, 
why of the four, that were appointed to write the hiſtory 
of Jeſus Chriſt, no more than two were choſen out of 
the ſacred college of Apoſtles ? For Saint Mark, as well 
as Saint Luke, were only diſciples, the firſt of Saint Pe- 
ter, and the latter of Saint Paul. To which he anſwers, 
_ "that thoſe holy men were not moved by the deſire of hu- 
man praiſe in any of their undertakings, but that the 
+ ſole glory of God, and advantage of the Church, direct- 
end them in their thoughts and actions, as the Holy Ghoſt 
. - Inſpired, - Saint Mark wrote his Goſpel about the third 
. year of Claudius, as it is thought, that is, about the | 
- . 'forty-third year of our Lord. His diction is conciſe and 
e expreſſive, his periods are concluded with a pleaſing and 
dilegant ſimplicity, - 75 Ya! FOLDS: 
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CAN Luk& was a native of Antioch, wwe capital ci 
of Syria, dhe companion of Saint Paul in his Apoſ- 


ttzjslical excurſions, and ſtiled by him the beloved phyfici- 
an and his fellow labourer. When or how he became a 


lyte to the Chriſtian religion, is uncertain. What 
bas written in his Goſpel; he learnt from thoſe, who, 


28 he himſelf ſays, were from the beginning eye-witneſ- 


_ ſes and miniſters of the word: for he was not conver- 
ant with our bleſſed Saviour, as Saint Matthew & Saint 
John were. By a ſpecial diſpoſition of the divine 
wiſdom it was ordained, ſays Saint Auſtin, that the 
Evangelical hiſtory ſhould be written by two men, who 
had not ſeen the things they relate, to the end we might 
learn to ſubmit our underſtanding in obedience to divine 
faith, whether it be communicated to us by an Apoſtle, 


of or only by a diſciple of an Apoſtle. For the certitude 


_of truth, which is contained in the holy-Goſpel, refts not 
upon the grounds of human evidence, which at moſt can 


_ | afford us nothing more, than a moral certainty; it reſts 


upon the: ſpecial aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, who could 
not infpire- the ſacred penmen to write any thing, but 


what was true. God is truth itſelf; he cannot be de. 


ceived in what he ſees, nor can he deceive us in what he - 
reveals. In the Goſpel therefore every fact is equally 
certain, and the doctrine equally true, whether written 


buy one Evangeliſt or by another; for the writers were 


equally inſpired, and what they ſay, is undoubtedly the 


64 infallible word of God, The eſteem, which Saint Luke 


was in, ſpread from one Church to another on account 
of his Goſpel, which Saint Paul approved and recom- 


mended ; and great, ſays Saint Ambroſe, muſt have 


been the merit of this Evangeliſt, who was ſo hi hly 


commended by the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, . What 
induced him to write his Goſpel was the raſh preſumpti- 
on of ſome other writers, who had obtruded their own 
compoſitions — — the public, and had gravely given out 


their own fabulous relations for the true hiſtory 8 Jeſus 
44 | F hriſt. 
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Chriſt, To prevent the miſchief, that might ariſe from 
thence, he diligently informed himſelf of the real truth 
from thoſe enlightened Apoſtles, who had been acquaint- 
ed with our bleſſed Saviour from the beginning; be col- 
lected a cireumſtantial account of the things, which Je- 
fas had ſaid and done, and publiſhed it for the inſtrutti- 
on of the _—_— He __ 1 with 'x 
ater purity of language, than the other Evanpeliſts z 
ie he — well verſed i» ths Greek tungue, as Saint 
rom remarks, and in that language he wrote both his 
Goſpel and his acts of the Apoſtles. There is great ele- 
gance and perſpicuity in his tile, ar. eminent fablimity 
of thought, accompanied with that genuine ſimplicity, 
which characteriſes the work of an inſpired writer. te 
is thought to have written his Goſpel about the year 
our Lord fifty- three; his Ads were not finiſhed before 
the year ſixty three. He lived in a ſtate of celibacy to 
the eighty fourth year of his age, and as the Church ſays 
of him, always carried about in his body the mortiſica- 
tion of the croſs, for the honour of the divine name: ſo 
that, if his death was not fignalized by the actual effuſi- 
on of his blood in teſtimony of the true faith, as the ho- 
ly Fathers ſeem to doubt, we may at leaſt ſay of him, in 
the words of Saint Jerom, that his life was a long and 
continual martyrdom. © Tad e 


- John was a native of the town of Bethſaida, 
the ſon of Zebedee, and brother to Saint James, 
ſurnamed the Greater, Being unmarried, and in the 
flower of his youth, he was called to the Apoſtleſhip,'in 
which ſtate he remained a virgin to his death, as Saint 
Jerom relates. The virginal purity of his body & mind 
made him the beloved diſciple of his divine maſter, ſays 
the ſame Father: this it was, which rendered him more 
worthy of Jeſus's love: this entitled him to the n 
of reſting, his head in the boſom of our Lord at his la 

ſupper: in conſideration of this, Jeſus Chriſt in his ago- 
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hemmen 
in whom there was a reſemblance of chaſtity and holy 
love... Aﬀter the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt he preached 
8 faith in Afia Minor, where he founded the different 
cal 
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Churches, Which he continued to direct by his Apoſtoli- 
cal authority, as long as he lived, having fixed his me - 
tropolitan feat at Epheſus, Being called to Rome, he 
as condemned by the emperor Domitian to be caſt into 


«cauldron, of boiling oil: but being miraculouſly pre- 


ſerved, and N Out more freſh and vigorous, . than 
he entered in, fays Tertullian, he was baniſhed into the 
Ifland of Patmos. Here he was favoured with thoſe hea- 
venly and myfterious viſions, which he has fo wonderfully 
deſcribed in his book of Revelations, After the death of 
Domitian he retorned to Epheſus, where he was engaged 
to write his Goſpel about the year ninety eight. Cerinthus 
and Ebion having impiouſly afſerted with. great ſcandal 
to the new Chriſtians, that Jeſus Chriſt had no exiſtence 
before that, which he received from Mary, and was con- 


i no more than a pure man, all the Biſhops of 
A 


a Minor, as well as the deputies from ſeveral ather 
Churches, addreſſed themſelves to Saint. John, as the 
moſt able and beſt qualified to refute ſo blaſphemous an 
hereſy. Saint John's zeal for the honour of his divine 
maſter made him readily conſent to undertake the taſk. 
It was a taſk of the utmoſt importance to the Church, a 
taſk ſuperiour to the talents even of an Apoſtle, without 
the ſpecial direction of God's holy Spirit; and therefore 
to draw down the divine bleſſing upon his undettaking, 


he deſired chem to join with him in prayer and public 
faſting, _ Almighty God ſeems to have rewarded their 
piety: with ga effuſions. of light upon the bumble 
: F. 


vangeliſt. 
the d1 


much 


Full of the holy Spirit, and animated by 
BN his ſubject, Saint John pointed his ſtile 
igher than any one of the other three Evangeliſts, 


and in a ſtrain the moſt ſublime, began by eſtabliſling 
the divinity of God's eternal Woa v. Saint John, ſays 


the learned Saint Anftin. in his comment upon this 


Goſpel, was in a ſpecial manner made choice of to un- 


the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, The other thret Evan- 
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geliſts ſeem to wall with Jeſus Chriſt upon the ſurface” - 
of the earth, and in their progreſs relate the actions 7 
bis mortal life, while Saint John, like an eagle, ſoars 
aloft above the clouds of human underſtanding, and pe- 
netrating into the boſom of the Father, fixes 5 eye up- 
on the Divine Word, the co- eternal Son of God, witb⸗ 
out being dazzled by the rays, or overpowered hy thbe 
glory of infinite majeſty. To record the ſentences, and 
to pen down the ſublime inſtructions of his divine maſter, 
feems to have been the application of this Evangeliſt \ 
more than of any other. For whilſt” the others dwell 
chiefly upon thoſe. actions of our Saviour, which ſerve 
to regulate the manners, and direct the conduct of our 
lives, Saint John -is eager to ſupply their omiſſions = 95 
thoſe more exalted truths, which contain the myſte * 
the bleſſed Trinity, the equality of the three divine Per. 
ſons, and the glory of a life to come. And we cannot 
but obſerve, adds the ſame holy Doctor, that tho? nne 
deſire of eſtabliſhing the moſt elevated points of doctrine, 
| made him firſt take up his pen, yet the Jove we owe our 
brethren, after the example of Jeſus Chriſt, is What 
| | ſeems to animate him thro” all his writings © and tho* 
{ 
| 


the object he had in view, was to prove the divinity of 

Jeſus Chriſt, yet of all the ſacred writers he is the only- ' 

s one, who has repreſented to us his humility in waſhing  - 

| iſciples feet: by which he undoubtedly infinuates 
to us, that the moſt ſublime knowledge of 1 ought 
ever to'be accompanied with the virtues of c arity and * 


| humility, - LS "Re PIR 

| | (> 21 140 | 4 fo Fey . ; * | '* 10 + 

| wo 5 V. Aununciation of the Bleed Virgin. Zul A eee : 
| {4 dome, that God had fixed from 

| | eternity to ſhower down his blefſings upon mankind by 

F giving them a Redeemer, the Angel Gabriel was firſt. 


deputed to Zachary, a holy Prieft, whoſe wife was Eli. 
zabeth, of the daughters of Aaron. The heavenly mel. 
ſenger came do tell him, that he ſhould have a ſon, whoſe. 
7 8 enn 
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name ſhould be john, and wboſe birth ſhould ben 


ſubject of joy to many in Iſrael. Six months after 
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Almighty God deputed the ſame. Angel to a Virgin, 
whoſe name was Mary, reſiding in Nazareth, à city f 
Galilee. Mary had been eſpouſed to a holy man, called 
Joſeph, a deſcendant of the houſe of David. The di- 
vine Providence had in a ſpecial manner preſided over 
thoſe. nuptials, which provided the Virgin with-a-guar- 


dian and protector of her purity. For with the fame 


ſentiments of virtue, and in the ſame diſpoſitions of 


mind, ſays Saint Auſtin, both Mary and Joſeph entered 
into a mutual engagement of joining the marriage ſtate 


with a ſtate of virginity, of which the world had not yet 


ſeen an example. Almighty God honoured this alliance 
with an iſſue, that was to ſet open the gates of Heaven, 


which for ages had been ſhut againſt. us hy the crime of 


our firſt parents. Mary was the woman deſtined by Al. 
mighty God to cruſh the Serpent's head, as it is written 


in the book of Geneſis, c. 3. and it was to obtain her 


conſent, that God then ſent his Angel to Nazaret... 
The Angel found her alone, as Saint Ambroſe obſerves, 
and reſpectfally ſaid unto her, Hail! full of. grace, be 
Tord is with thee ; blefſed art thou among fi women /.. The 
humble Virgin was diſturbed at the Angel's ſalutation, 7 


and trembled with fear, leſt as Eve bad been deceived by 


the Serpent, - ſhe alſo might be. miſled by a ſimilar delu-. 


ſion. She conſidered the ſenſe and import of his words, 


and thereby gives us an admirable example of diſcretion, 


which teaches us not to be too haſty in Nr to a 
| 


propoſal, before we underſtand the nature of its © 
tion. The 1 ay ſaw the trouble of her mind, and to 
appeaſe it, ſaid, Fear not, Mary; for you have found 
favour with the Lord. He then opened the ſubject of 


iga- 


his commiſſion, and told her, That ſhe ſhould conceive - - 


and bring forth a ſon, and call his name Its us: that 


he ſhould be great, even the Son of the Moſt-high:z that 
he ſhould fit upon the throne of David; that he ſhould 


reign in the houſe of Jacob, and that of his kingdom 


there ſhould be no end. The Virgin liſtened to the An-. - 
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e promiſed, but defired to know, how it could poſlibly 


be done, becauſe ſhe was a Virgin. It was not an idle 


curioſity, but a mark of her ſubmiſſion to the divine will, 
nor Was it a want of faith, but an ifftitnation of the chaſte 
purpoſe of her mind, which induced her to afk the Angel 
that queſtion. The Angel in reply affured her, that no 
concurtetice of man was requiſite for what the ſole pow- 
er of the Moſt-high with her conſent would operate with - 
in her; that by the ineffable virtue of the Holy Ghoſt 


the ſhould conceive, bear a ſon, and ſtill remain a pure 


1 It is What the prophet Tfliah, c. vii. had ex- 
preſsly, foretold. But to convince the Virgin, that no- 


thing was impoſſible to God, the Angel moreover told 


her What had happened to her couſin Elizabeth in an ad- 
vanced age, who notwithſtanding the many years ſhe had 
been reputed barren, had miraculouſly conceived, and 
was fix months gone with child. The Virgin having 
thus received the information ſhe defired, and being tol 
the manner, in which the myſtery was to be wrought 
within her, gave her conſent, In terms the moſt hum - 
ble and ſubmiſſive, terms, that expreffed the holy diſpoſi- 
tion. of her heart, ſhe ſaid, Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord; let it be dane to me according to thy word. 
The Angel having thus happily completed his com- 
miſſion, returned to Heaven, and the wonderful myſtery 


ok the Incatnation took place that inſtant. | For Mary 


had no ſooner given her conſent, than the Son of God, 
the ſecond Perſon of the moſt adorable Trinity, by an 


inviſible and inexplicable operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 


took fleſh, and became Man in her womb, without the 
leaſt detriment to ker virginal integrity. That was the 
happy moment, in which the work of man's redemption 
was begun; that was the moment, when an incarnate 


God unlocked the ſource of thoſe plentiful graces, which 


were to flow for the falvation of mankind, to waſh our 
ſouls from fin, and to ſanctify them for eternal life. 


$ VI. 


* 


gel with great attention; ſhe heard the wonderful thing, 
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38 VI.  Fifitation of the bleed Virgin. Lake 1. 


ARY. was no ſooner become the mo- A. M. 4000. 
ther of a God incarnate, than ſhe „ 
haſtened to pay a viitt to her couſin Elizabeth. With a 
cheerful, alacrity, which ſhould always accompany the 
performance of a good action, fhe ſet out upon a long 
and toilſome journey into the mountainous part of Ju- 
dea, to congratulate her couſin on the happy event of 
her being fix months gone with child. When the came 
to Zachary's houſe the entered in, and without mention - 
ing the pre · eminence of her own maternity, humbly ſa- 
lated Elizabeth. Elizabeth no ſooner heard the Virgin's 
voice ſaluting her with the ſweet tidings of peace, than 
Me felt her ivfant exulting for joy within her womb, 
Thus John the Baptiſt, before he could ſee to point him 
out, became the firſt adorer of jeſus Chriſt upon earth, 
and by the impreſſion he then made upon his mother, 
entered upon the office of precurſor to our Lord, even 
before he was born. Elizabeth ſeemed at a lofs. how to 
_ Expreſs what ſhe felt upon this extraordinary interview; 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt,” ſhe cried out, Bleſſed art 
thau amongſt women, and bleſſed is the fruit of thy 
womb. and whence is it, that che mother of my Lord 
ſhould come in this manner to me? Mary, who was not 
to be outdone either in the ſentiments or in the expreſii- 
ons of humility, attributed nothing of her unparalleled 
. greatneſs to herſelf, but gave the Whole glory to God her 
Saviour. Unable, as it were, to contain the flowing tide 
of gratitude, that filled her ſoul at the thought of God's 
goodneſs towards her, the burſt out into that excellent 
canticle, the Magnificat, which may be juſtly ſtiled the 
| eulogy of the humble, and confuſion of the proud. Ma- 
ry remained with Elizabeth about three months, till the 
Baptiſt was born and circumciſed, as feems moſt proba- 
ble, and then returned to her own houſe at Nazareth. 
Mary teaches us by her conduct on this occaſion not 

to ſeek the applauſe of men by the ſervices we do them, 

nor to make a boaſt of he good we have done, or of the 
| | B 2 gifts 


r DRB = K 
" . YE * f by, = F * q * ” < * ; i. \ W CPE" , 9 4 4 N Pp ** * ” 
| b 9 $ \ LIED Oh 3 Sz * = y _- 1 K 
1 
N 1 


%% mene ere 


gifts we have received. If Almighty God in his good- 
neſs imparts to us the power or the talents to aſſiſt our 
brethwa, to him only we are to give the glory; to our- 
fſelves nothing is due, but the confuſion for having either 


neglected our talen ts, or not employed them to the beſt 
advantage. „CC TINT IT ̃ ͤ DOG IO Chis: - 
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4. M. o,, THE favours of almighty” God to his 
A. D. 1. 1 Saints are oſtentimes accompanied 
- © +»  Withitrials of affliction : and this the bleſſed 
et Virgin experienced upon her return to Nazareth. For 
ber pregnancy beginning to appear, St. Joſeph her huſ- 
band was diſturbed at the myſtery, Which he knew not 
how to account for. He had obſerved nothing in his 
ſpouſe, which was not conformable to the ſtricteſt rules 
of the moſt immaculate virtue, he had a high opinion of 
her ſanctity, and being a juſt man and unwilling pub- 
| lickly to expoſe her, thought of putting her away pri- 

_ - 'vately, Under this perplexity of mind and -undetermi- , 
ned what to do, he fell aſleep, when, behold, during the 
ſilence of the night, God ſent an Angel to comfort and 
free him from his doubts. . ſon of David, 
ſaid the Angel to him, be under no apprehenſions con- 
dcerning Mary thy ſpouſe; for that, which is conceived in 
her, is of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and 

thou ſhalt call his name jeſus; for he ſhall ſave his peo- 
ple from their fins. By this heavenly meſſage Joſeph 
Was more convinced than ever of the unparalleled per- 
fections of his ſpouſe, and he teaches us by his conduct, 
how cautious we ought to be in the ſteps we take, and in 
the judgments we form with reſpect to our neighbour, 
and how great our obligation is to judge favourably of 
the good and virtaous, notwithſtanding the unfavoura- 
ble «circumſtances, that may appear 'againſt them. Jo- 
- ſeph/ gave implicit credit to the Angel; in the eyes of 
men he became the reputed father of Jeſus Chriſt, of 

„ Whom his Virgin ſpouſe was really the mother. 
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Mary 2 gone her full time, ſeemed to 
Wait the day of her being brought to bed at Nazareth, 
: and yet the Prophet Micheas c. 3» had expeeſsly ſaid, 
that from Bethlehem ſhould come-forth the leader to rule 
the people of Iſrael. The hand as well as the eye of 
almighty God reaches from end to end thro? the whole 
extent of times and places : in his wiſdom he ſo diſpoſes 
all things, that he moſt powerfully, but ſweetly makes 
his creatures ſubſervient to his deſigns, even while they -- 
ſeem to take their ordinary courſe, Mg” Cages 
After many long and violent ſtruggles for ſuperiority 
amongſt the Roman chiefs, the whole world was then in 
peace under the command of Auguſtus Cæſar, the Ro- : 
man Emperor. That mighty prince, being ambitious 
to know the preciſe number of his ſubjects, publiſhed an 
edict, by Which all in their reſpective provinces. were 
commanded to repair to the town of their anceſtors, tbat 
their names might be there enrolled by the proper offi- 
cer. In obedience to that edit Joſeph with his ſpouſe. 
was obliged to go to Bethlehem, his paternal town of 
reſidence; for he was of the houſe and family of David. 
A long journey in December, when ſhort days and the 
wintry ſeaſon incommoded the -moſt ſturdy traveller, 
was neceſſarily attended with great inconveniences- to a 
delicate woman in Mary's condition, But Mary is the 
Emperor's edict adored the hand of God, and reſpectful- 
I {abmitted: to his divine pleaſure, being perſuaded, 
that whenever he makes his will known whether by an 
Angel, or by man his ſubſtitute, he is with equal cheer- 
_ falneſs.to be obeyed. Being come to Bethlehem, they 
found the inns and public 2 of reception already full, 
for great was the concourſe of ſtrangers at that time. Ia 
vain did Joſeph ſeek thro” the ton for a night's lodging: 
no one would admit, no one ſhelter them under his roof. 
They were forced to be content with a ſtable, where 
they ſcreened themſelves: as well as they could againſt the 
inclemency of a winter's night. This was the place, and 
theſe were the circumſtances, in which our divine Re- 
dieemer choſe to appear. When the night had finiſhed 
half its courſe, and the whole creation lay * in 
7 25 lence, 
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filence,” when the hour was come for che Eternal Word 
to be born in time, the undefiled and ever immaculate 


- Virgin brought forth her firſt-born Sn, wrapped him 


up in ſwaddling clothes, and laid him in the manger. 
There unknown to the world, and rejected by his own 
choſen people, ſbivering with cold, and deſtitute of the 
common ſolacęs of life, Jeſus lay in an open ſtable, the 
outcaſt as it were of men, tho? he had the whole univerſe 
at his diſpoſal; By choice he began to dwell amongſt 
us in a ſtate of humility, of poverty and ſufferings,” and 
by that has ſhown us, what judgment we are to form of 
the pride, of le e and pleaſures of a ſinful 

world. Nothing, ſay the holy Fathers, can give us 

an inſtruction equal to this wonderful humiliation of the 

Son of God: by the profound humiliation of Jeſus Chriſt 


in the ſtable of Bethlehem we are more powerfully moved 


to adore his infinite power, than by all the ſhining beau. 
ties, we admire in the univerſe. The fate of helpleſs 
infancy, to which an omnipotent God was pleaſed to 
ſtoop, ought daily to remind us, that we always ſtand 
more in need of the divine help, than a new-born child 
does of the help of men. FAST tx. Wh | 


vn. Shepherds at the trib in Batblebem, Luke z. 


ESUS Chriſt was no ſooner born, than he began to 
make himſelf known, not to the learned doctors, or 
miphty princes of the people, who were little qualified to 
learn the humility of an incarnate God, but to a few 
lowly and illiterate ſhepherds, whoſe fimplicity made 
them little in their own eyes, and difpoſed I know - 
the hidden myſteries of the Divinity. For in the-neigh- 
-bourhood of Bethlehem there were ſhepherds ſtanding 
upon the watch to guard their flocks from the dangers of 
the night, and their watchfulneſs points out a duty in- 
cumbent upon thoſe, who wiſh to know and follow Jeſus 
Chriſt. As a token of the great Light, which was now 
riſen to diſpel the ſhade of death, a beamy brightneſs 
fone febin the heavens, and, behold, 'an Angel of the 
| N 
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Lord approached... Struck at the aw ful appearance, the 
ſhepherds trembled with exceeding fear. Fear not, ſaid 
the Angel; I am come to bring you tidings of great joy, 
which ſhall likewiſe: extend to all the people: for this 
day is born to you. a Saviour, Who is Chriſt the Lord, in 
Bethlehem the city of David. You will know him by 
the ſign I give you: you will find the Infant wrappe? 
— with ſwaddling clothes and laid in a manger. The 
heavenly meſſenger was not aſhamed of the infant ſtate, 
to which an omnipotent God had now humbled himſelf 
for the love of man, and therefore confidently deſcribed 
the marks, by which the great and wonderful Meſſiah was 
to be diſcovered. As ſoon as he had delivered his meſ- 
ſage to the ſhepherds, he was joined by an innumerable 
troop of other czleſtial Spirits, praiſing God and ſaying, 
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace to men of 
good will. The ſhepherds had now forgot their fears ; 
they ſpoke with confidence and invited one another to go 
as far as Bethlehem, that they might ſee the wonder, 
which God had wrought, The Evangeliſt obſerves, that 
they went with ſpeed : for Jeſus Chriſt is not to be 
ſought with indifference, nor is he uſually. found by the 
ſlothful. When they came to the place, they found 
Mary and Joſeph, and the divine infant lying in a man- 
ger, as the Angel had deſcribed him. Far from being 
icandaliſed at the meanneſs of his appearance, they were 
filled with admiration, they ſaw and believed ; they ſpoke 
with raptures of the myſtery to others, who were equally 
aſtoniſhed at the things they heard. FLY | 
Mary in the mean while was fixed in ſilent rhought 
upon her ſon ; ſhe caught attentively the words, that 
were ſpoken of him, and laid them up carefully in her 
heart. Tho' mother of the Word eternal, ſhe diſdained 
not to liſten to the words of illiterate ſhepherds, and * 
goon thereby an unexceptionable reproof to thoſe ſelf- 
ufficient Chriſtians, who being proud of their wordly 
wiſdom diſdain to conſult or hear thoſe ſpiritoal paſtors, 
whom God: has appointed to teach them the ways of 1 
truth. The — of God, whether it be heard or 


read by us, is the ordinary channel, thro* which almigh- 
, ; ; e 
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ty God conveys the knowledge. of 1 j 
e receive it with too great reſpect, nor · be too care 3 


7225 


fol in lay ing it op within our hearts. Faith comes by 


hearing, and it is hy frequently receiving and attentive- 
ly conſidering the inſtructive. leſſons of — that -- 
. is 1 alive as W in our ** Ge . 


1 10 1 
IX. Circumciſion of Jeſus Chrif Luke . e 
A. 5. 1. O* the eight day after the Arise flaws. 


was born, the bleſſed Virgin and St. Jo» - 


ſeph circumciſed him, as a deſcendant of Abraham, and 
in this exhibit-a bright example of that holy ſimplicity, 


which teaches us net to diſpute about the law of God, bt 


to fulfil punctually, what it ordains. A law, chat had 
been given to Abraham, as a ſigu of his faith in Him, 
who was to come, they hoo could not oblige the Meſ- 

fas himſelf ; a law, by which the ſtain of original fin 


_ was waſhed out in the blood of him, who received it thro? 


the future merits of a God-man, they knew could not be 
for Him, who had: no fin, and by whom alt fine were 
remitted : yet they waited not for any new order to en- 
force-their obedience ; they ſubmitted to the law, as they | 
found it: they were too docile to pretend an exception, 
where God had made none, and too humble not to con- 

form to the common practice. But if the bleſſed Virgin 
and St. Joſeph appear {ſo worthy of our admiration for 
their religious ſubmiſſion to the law, how far more admi- 
rable is the example of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf > For beſides 
the pain, which attended the operation, he would alſo 
take upon himſelf the diſgrace, and bear in his fleſh the 

mark of a reputed ſinner. Being by nature incapable of 


the leaſt blemiſh, he would notwithſtanding ſuffer tùhe 


uniſhment of fin to make us ſenſible of its enormity, 
hen we coniider, how the innocent Jeſus at that ten- 
der age began to bleed, and to bleed on our account, we 
ought to bluih at our guilty delicacy, which perſuades 
vs either to explain away the force of our Chriſtian obli- 
„ons, or to ſhun the trouble * complying with them. 
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The humility of a God ſooping to the low condition sf 

finner-ougtit-to ſhame us of our pride, and make us ea- 

ger to expiate by ſafferings and humiliations the guilty - 

cauſe, for av hich the divine Jeſus oem of N 

and humiliations pave the way to real: It SOS. - 

happened to Jeſus-Chriſt, 171 is what 1 ap 

zealous imitators of his .virtues. In ſabmitti — 4 

ew by and humiliating ceremony of circumciſion the 
eſſed Infant merited the ' adorable name of Jeſus, a 

name the moſt glorious, and expreſſive of bis ſaving ' 

He abaſed himſelf by 'an act of hamility the 

moſt profooed for which reaſon; as Saint Paul ſays, 

God bath exalted him, and hath given him a name 

aboye all other names, that in the name of JESUS every | 

knees ſhall bow in heaven, on earth, in hell, and every 

tongue confeſs, that JESUS is the Lerd. 

A devotion towards this ſacred name began with the 

Church itſelf; it ought never to be r but - 

with reſpe&. From generation to generation pa 

have taught their children to confſide in this. = 

name, and to repeat it with a lively faith, mixt wit 

love, that they may obtain the bleſſing of n 
2 by St. Paul to thoſe, who ſhall duly call — he 

it. For in calling upon Jefas, our Saviour God, we 

publicly declare, that thro* him alone, and not from 

ourſelves, the grace of ſalvation comes. The name was 

brought from heaven by an Angel, the Father himſelf 

gave it to the divine Infant, even before he was conceiv-- 

ed in . oy womb. It therefore is our duty not to 

rob. him- of the glory, which he has thus received : we” If 

ſhould. be not to hinder him from being a 

SAVIOUR to us: with profound humility let us 2 * 

open the wounds of our ſouls before him, that the me- 

n rn e as, 
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Scakcr had, the birth of Jeſus Chriſt been annogn- 
MF ced to the Jews by an Angel, when the unuſual: ap- 
pavition of a ſtar manifeſted it alſo to the Gentiles, The 
_ nations, that had ſat for ages in the darkneſs of infide- 
lity, were admoniſhed by- a miraculous light, that a 
king was. born for the ſalvation both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. This new flar appeared in the Eaſt, but of the 
many, to whom. it appeared, we know of none, Who 
pr ted by it, except the 5 ag they ate called! in 
holy Scripture. They were Kings, as we learn by tra- 
dition, and threg in number,. Being eager 10 find the 
King, who- was ſo manifeſtly indicated. to them, they 
Joſt no time 2 doubts and difficulties, prepared 
their preſents, the tokens of their faith and piety; and 
began their journey towards Jeruſalem, as the ſtar direct- 
| ed them. They entered the royal city without diſguiſe, 
| they made no ſecret of their intention ; within the hear- 
| | ing of a jealoas prince they declared, they were come to 
pay their adorations to a new- born King of the lews, 
and deſired to know, where he might be found. Herd, 
who knew be bad no other title to the crown of luden, 
than what the Romans gave him, was much 'alarmed at 
this enquiry, which was made after another king. The 
Jews, who according to their carnal notion of things 
| imagined, that the long expected Mefſhah was. to reſtore . 
| their earthly kingdom to its ancient ſplendor, were in 
| ; commotion at the news, and the whole city of Jerufalem 
8 ' _ ſeemed in an uproar. Herod called together the prieſts 
and doQtors of the Law to. inform him of the place, 
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3 where Chriſt was to be born. The conduct of thole - 
Li Jewiſh doctors on that important oceaſion was moſt unsc- 


countable, and wiil to endleſs ages ſhow, how unde 
ſerving they were of a mercy, Which then offered itſelf 
to them. They told the king, that Bethlehem was the 
place, where he might find the Infant; they cited him 
the very paſſage out of the Prophet, but maliciouſly ſup- 
preſſed the latcer part of the prophecy, which would have 


informed 
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informed him, that no temporal crown could be the pur- 
ſuit of Him, who was from the beginning, and whoſe 
coming forth' was from the days of eternity, Herod, 
having thus received from the doctors the information he 
wanted, ſent for the Sages : he told them to come pri- 
vately to him, and having diligently learned from them 
the preciſe time of the ſtar's appearance, he civilly dif- 
miſſed them towards” Bethlehem. with a ſtrict charge to 
bring him back an account of the Child, when they had 
found him, that be alſo. might go, as he pretended, to 
adore him. The Sages upon leaving ty ey ſaw the 
ſtar again, which they joyfully followed, till they came 
to Bethlehem, ' It there ſtopped its courſe, and reſted. 
we the houſe,” where the object of their adoration lay. 
hey entered the houſe, and there found the Child with 
Mary his mother, Full of faith, and wholly bent 
upon the adorable object of their hope, they fell upon 
their knees, opened their treaſures, and with the ſame 
humble homage- of their hearts, that was expreſſed in 
the ' bending poſture of their bodies, - preſented him 
their myſterious offerings of gold, frankincenſe, and 
myrrh. When they had finiſhed their ads of adoration, 
they thought of returning” back to Herod, having no 
ſuſpicion of his murderous deligns. But God admo- 
niſhed them in their lleep not to go near the tyrant; and 
they went back another way into their own country. _ 
Thus it was, fays Saint Auſtin, that Jeſus Chriſt made 
himſelf known to ſome, whilſt he concealed himſelf from 
others; being ardently ſought. after and adored by 
ſtrangers, he was finally neglected by his own people, 
The faith of the enlightened Gentiles diſcovers ta us the 
range inhdelity of the Jews. The knowledge, Which 
the Jews drew from the holy Scriptures, only ſerved to 
render them the more criminal ; they made no uſe of the. 
extraordinary lights they had received from God, they 
thereby forfeited thoſe precious graces, which were taken 
from them and given to the Gentiles, Chriſtians, who 
are'careleſs of the divine gifts, have the ſame fatal judg-. 
ment to "apprehend ;' a fimilar neglect draws after it a 
at agg TY Ni ____,, bmilar 
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Amilar chaſtifement ; darkneſs ſucceeds to B 


fimil | he, and an 
- obduracy of heart enſues. The miraculbus Rar; ſays the 
ſame Father, has diſappeared long ago ; having once 
pointed out the Meſſiah, it has not fince that time been 
ſren: the light of the Goſpel ſhines in its ſtead.  Who-. 
ever are as diligent, as the 1 were, in following this 
unerring light, will as ſurely find their Saviour, and rea p 
Wich them the fruit of their paſt labours. Whatever 
marks of infidelity, they may obſerve in others, if they 
are ſenſible of God's great goodneſs in having called 
them into the admirable light of the true faith, gratitude 
will make them faithful to the grace of their vocation; 
- pious zeal will make them ready to perform the duties © 
It, and a deſire of being happy will teach them to adore 
their Saviour in ſpirit and in truth, 
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A. D. 1. T che end of forty days Mary repaired ta 
e e A Jeruſalem, that ſhe might os ſatisfy 
© the twofold precept of her own Purification, and of the 
Child's Preſentation in the Temple according to the law 
of Moyſes. She knew indeed, that her virginal purity 
had been rendered more bright by the divine virtue of 
her Son; ſhe knew from the words of the law, that the 
obligation did not concern her; but ſhe alſo knew, that 
che public was not then acquainted with her ſingular 
privileges; ſhe had ſeen her Son ſubmit to the law of 
Circumciſion, and therefore would admit of nd exemp- 
tion, that ſhould publicly diſtinguiſh her from the reſt 
of her ſex. In memory of What happened to the firſt- 
born of Egypt, When the Iſraelites were delivered from 
ence, the Levitical Law ordained, that every firſt-born 
| tbh of the children of Iſrael ſhould be conſecrated to the 
Lord, and then redeemed by the offering of ſome living 
Creature, which for the rich was a lamb, and à pair of 
pigeons or two turtle doves for the poorer claſs. Mary, 
tho deſcended from che kings of Juda, ſtood às an hum- 
ble handmaid of the Lord, with à pair — 
5 | F | eſus 


0 | 


Jeſus. in het arms. There lived at that time in ſeruſa- 
em a good old man, called Simeon, who, being adorned 
with every religious virtue, was waiting för the conſola- 
tion of Goel. By a ſecret inſpiration o the Holy Ghoſt 
he came to the Lemple at the very hour, that Jeſus. was 
brought thither by his Ta for he had received a 
promiſe from the Holy Spirit, that he ſhould not depart 
Out of life, before he had ſeen the Anointed of the Lord. 
Being illuminated. by the interior light of faith, that fil- 
led his ſoul, he took the divine Infant into his arms, 
and Hurſt out into a tranſport of praiſe and holy joy. 
Now, wy God, ſaid he, now thou mayeſt diſmiſs thy 
ſervant in peace, ſince according to thy word mine eyes 
have ſeen the Saviour of the world; ſince thou haſt re- 
vealed the Light, which ſhall ſhine not only on the Jews, 
but upon every nation of the univerſe, The bleſſed Vir- 
gin and Saint Joſeph liſtened with admiration to the ve- 
nerable old man, who bleſſed them, and continued to 
propheſy what ſhould happen to the Son, and what a 
word 2 ſhould pierce thro? the mother's ſoul. A 
pious widow, whoſe name was Ann, came up at the ve- 
ty moment, and added to the prophecies, that Simeon 
had begun. Ann was a perfect model of virtue to all in 
her fituation of life ; after having lived ſeven years with 
'  - her. huſband, ſhe became a widow, and conſecrated the 
remainder of her days to prayer and faſting, being then 
_ eighty-four years old. The example of her virtues was 
the more admirable in an age, which Was as corrupt 
and as licentious to the full, as ever diſgraced the Jewiſh 
nation. It teaches us, that in the midſt of a corrupt 
world, Chriſtians ſhould be never off their guard; that 
they cannot be too diligent in the duties of a well - order - 
ed piety, leſt they forget their character, and byome re- 
probates by the ſorce of bad example. | 
The. preſentation of the Child Jeſus by his Mother in 
the Temple, is an inftruftion to Chriſtian parents the 
moſt important and eſſential: for. as there can be no- 
ting in life more dear to parents, than their children, 
ſo nothing in reaſon pp to engage their attention 
more, than to procure them real happineſs, For this, 


it 


_ of obtaining the divine bleſing. Their innocence an 
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it is their duty to recommend them frequently to God, 
to pray devoutly tor. them, and. to put them in the wa 


4 


their timely ig ration in Chriſtian piety is a precious 


treaſure committed to their care, of which: God will one 


day demand an exact account,. It ia charge of the ut 
molt conſequeace both. to _ themſelves and children 14 
charge, which cannot duly be fulfilled without ſteady) 


application. A certain tenderneſs of feeling; Which un- 


fortunately leads ſome parents to ivdulge their children's 


| humonrs, and to flatter their: pettiſi inclinations; is 4 


miſtakem fondneſs ; it is but, a ſelfiſh love, and a real 

cruelty to thoſe, whom they think they love 

XII. Flight into. Egypt. Mat. 4. 
. n 140 _ DIFF [ 06 $4 ANSETT bitte 1 

A, D. 1. 1 Fg, impatient for the Sa 


ges re- 
1 . turn from. Bethlehem, till finding they 
had lighted the charge, he gave them, and were gone 
home another way, he was hurried into a tranſport of an- 
der, which deluged the country with innocent blood. 

y an. act the moſt iuha man, that was ever done by the 


: 


worſt of tyrants, he has ſhown-the world what his inten- 


tion was, when he ſo diligently interrogated the Sages, 

and ſo ſtrictly ordered them to bring him back an ac- 
count of the Child, they were in queſt of. But Gd, 
Who laughs at man's preſumptuous folly, ſilently defeat- 
ed the tytant's malice, and made his bloody eruelty in- 

ſtrumental to the glory of the innocent. An Angel in 
the night informed Joſeph of the murderous deſign, tbat 
Herad had upon the Child's- life, and admonithed him 
to ſave both him and the mother by a ſpeedy flight into 
Egypt. joſeph in this inſtance is a perfect model of 


- that prompt obedience, which every Chriſtian owes to 
the commands of God. He was commaaded to riſe: that 


moment, to leave his native country, and fly off with -- 
the Child and bis mother, not towards the Sages, or to 
any friendly nation, bat into Egypt, amidſt the idola- 
trous and natural enemies of the Jewiſh people. The 
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endey age of the Infant, ths aafichte Wen of 
Virgin mother, ſeemed to An every comfort, hae 
his-own'privace Uweling could have afforded. But that 


ſlender eomfort was to be given up; it was dark night, 
and no time to be loſt in e proviſion for a long 
ful guardian of che 


and laborious journey. The fait 
Word incaruate roſe upon the firſt notice, that was giv 


en him, punctually 'fulfilled every tittle of the e 
tod the Child and his mother, and ſet off for Egypt, 
| I when, or whether he ſhould ever return, or 


ue love he bore" to Jeſus, the defire he had' of 


. 


him to the extent of his power, ſoftened every 


daa. and made bim . the labours of an unex- 
pected baniſhment. 


The divine Jeſus might have rendered himſelf iovißble, 


or by a viſible exertion of his power might have diſarmed 
Herod, as he did Pharach in ancient times; but he 


choſe to fly, for the encouragement of thoſe, who were 
afterwards/to ſuffer baniſhment for his fake : by his own 
example he would inftru@ his followers, that in the heat 


of perſecution they may laudably fly to ſave their lives, 


in hopes of ſome future good. Herod began to rage 


with All the violence, that jealouſy,” beightened by di. 


appointment, could inſpire. With a eruelty, that wonld 


* 


aye. 


have ſhocked the moſt ſavage barbarian,” he gave orders 
for every male child, that had been born within the two 


laſt years in and about Bethlehem, to be killed To 

| ſuch barbarous ſhifts was that ambitious monarch driven 
by his politics! An innocent babe, he knew not Who, 
made him tremble upon his throne ;/ he tried his otmoſt_ 
fill to find him out, he drenched the country with harm: 
leſs blood to make ſure of his deſtruction, he filled the 


air with the ſhrieks and ſamentations of diſconſolate mo- 


theres, that he might draw ont the enjoyment of a crown . 
to a ſomewhat greater length. But no honours, pur. | 
chaſed by ſuch erimes, could give any real en yment. 
His cruelty heaped contufion upon himſelf, whit * 3 


dpened the gate of happineſs to thoſe, who felt its ftroke: 

nor eduld it rage beyond the bounds,” that God had ſer 

it: amidſt the thouſands of Qaughtered n He 
alone * who alone was aimed at. No 
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are they, who ſu 
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No, malicigqs efforts of the wicked cat eycg fruſlence.. 
the decrees 8 4, their hatred or their love become. 
as he pleaſes to direct, che inſtiruments of his, boly. des, 
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a5 the whole world, combined with all che po 
0 "darkneſs, can neyer ſtop the execution of what; an... 
r Providence has once decreed. If on aſſur- 
ed of the divine will, we have but to follow at Withaut 
fear: if in the tation, af our duty we have any, thing o. 
ſuffer, e mall be to our advantage. Bleſſed 
ey, for juſtice ſake.  Herod's;cxudlty, - 
became the glory of the Innocents: his ſword could, hart 
their bodies only; their ſouls were ſanctiſied by the effur ; 
fion of their blood; their memory thro! everv age ig 
lebrated on earth; they reign "axennally mulch (hog: in 
heaven. Far Aer e ene ang BA Aras 
{$63 e e 45; 23h n ICE VI une 1 mat te! 
£4: 44 e eren did 
5 XIV, Jolas amidſt the Doctors. Lale 2. 
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Egypt, than was neceſſary to decline the 


| ſword of his per ſecutors. Upon the death of Herod; an 
Angel of the Lord appeared again to Joſeph, as the head 


of the family, and bade him return into the. land of I. 
rael. With the ſame ready deſerence to this ſecond ore 
der, as he had paid to the firſt, Saint. Joſeph, began hie 
journey back into bis native country. ages ormed, 
that Archilaus had ſucceeded. his father in the kingdom 
of judea, 8 for the ſafety of the divine tre 
ſure, which he carried with him, he avoided the terriza- - 
ry of Judea, and. went by divine admonition to Naza- 

re th, Which was ſituated. in the province of Galilee, from 
whence our bleſſed Saviour was called a Nazarean, as 
the Prophets had foretold. The Exangeliſts make no 
mention of what Jeſus:did ſrom the time of his infancy ., 


to that of his baptiſm, except one thin 's which happen - 


ed, when he was twelve years of age. Beſides that inte- 


rior homage, which the bleſſed Virgin paid to God wWithe 


in the ſecret cloſet of her heart, ſhe punctually performs. 
ed:thoſe public duties of religion, which were in praftice 
ES 8 13 
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and Joſeph to Jeruſalem at the feaſt”, of Eaſter, that ſhe 
might perform her devotions in the Temple, 'as the Law 
di On one of thoſe occaſions it happened; and it 
was in the twelfth year of Jeſus's age, that ſhe Joſt her 
ſon For the eighth and laſt day of the feſtival being 
over,” ſhe ſet out with her ſpouſe to return to Nazareth, 
and the child Jeſus remained Ie, without their 
knowing it; they thought he had been in company with 3 
their kinsfolks and acquaintance, who were returuing 
bomeward on the ſame day. But when they met S. 
night, the Child was not to be found. The afflicted 

atents therefore not finding him, went back next morn, 
ing to ſeruſalem, and fought him there. With great 
anxiety and grief of mind they made diligent ſearch af. 
ter him, but had not the comfort to find him. On the 
third day, as they entered the Temple, behold! Jeſus 
was fitting amongſt the doctors of the Law, aſking them 
queſtions, and anſwering in bis turn, to the great aſto- 
niſhment of all, that heard him. Mary forgot her grief 
the moment ſhe ſaw her Son : the very fight of her di- 
vine Jeſus filled her ſoul with tranfports of joy, and fhe 
ſaid, Son, why haſt thou done fo to us? Behold, thy 
father and I in ſorrow have been ſteking thee.” And 
why were you ſeeking me, replied the Son 7 Did yo 
not know, that I was to be, where the buſineſs” of my 
Father called me The anſwer admitted of no reply: 
it is-pointed full at thoſe worldly parents, who unhappily = 
try to divert their children from the ſervice of their 
Creator. I: I IT N Fe "I 

The hiſtory of [eſus's life from this period to the thir- 

tieth year of his age, is comptized by the Evangeliſt in 
this ſhort ſentence,” He went down with them to 
Nazareth; and was ſubject to them. It is the ſentence; 
which gaint Auſtin dwells much upon in his inftrgRions 

children; a ſestence, which teaches them at once to 
now, and to love the obedience, which they owe their 
parents. Jeſus, ſays Saint Luke, advanced in wiſdom 
Rig, 22.37% 9 ny e n aß 
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” whole oe Sint A0 was LabjeR is 

4 The it; and 1928, in 'whom all things obey, 
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n of 1oftrugion In 4 The anxiety, which 

= bleſli Vir e king her Son; reaches 

rents, how they. Are to ac, Wen 1 

\em, . not do f Mo oy, themſelves in the buſineſs of their 
eave y Father, as Jeſus dich zu the Temple, but 

0 Wo 8 in_ the labyrinths of a licent —— 

t behoves them to a every 475 endeavour; ni 

i 1975 jent ho ring ring the delinquens back to 4 
hoves chem to enter the hodſe of God 
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D. i. IN the fifteenth year ofthe te of Tibe- 
4 2 3. J Ser, while Jeſus wes Bil private | 
in the houſe of 1 un the Baptiſt began to 
Dy aloud to the people,” repare'ye the waz of the 
3 ireight his 8 4 -_ every valley ſhall 
977 ountain and hill ſhall ba made low, 
ud iy ict res ſee the 250 God. The holy 
2250 being inſpired } the Lord went forth from 
the deſert, ups he Rad 1 As Wr done time more like 
an Angel than 4 man, and preached" to all, as he went 
along thre the country of aden. The people flocked 
om _ uſalem and the other towns to — his exhor- 
tation. In terms the moſt perfuaſive' he exhorted them 
| to do penance, ang as a gu of their re 4 he bap- 
tiſed them in the river Jordan, by w h he firove to 
their minds for the more perfect baptiſin of Him, 
fe recurſor he was, The auſterity of his'life; an 
2 luſtre of his virtues gained him the confiderice'#nd 
attention of his hearers: ke was liſtened to as a wonder- 


ful ſervant of God, and reſpefties as a rn 
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The people in g general had conceived fo kifh an opin 
2 — the Crit who — ba an, 1 the a 
t Prophets was 
| — a 1 — thus e 
his doctrine, aud to be baptiſed b 
| dan, Jeu mel came from, Galilee, being.t 
ol agel and preſented: himſelf before To to 
| 2 as tho — had deen a ſinner, like the 


dan l de 1 fo ; 
wag, fir at ſo 
them-0 fulfil all-juſtice : in -obedi 
2 . e 
conſevicd to pet ſorm the holy ceremony, of 
humbly: deemed-bimſelf vnworthy, ., Jeſu being 
ed, forthwith came « - 2 the Ng Sc 
Father, he delights . 


opened, and 
I ſhape of (Dore 1 


fangs: was beard. ta dis 
2 en * 


— tc Jeiss Sl as the holy 19 * 
is oum hamility. Au incaanate; God humbl 
hien ſelf before man, that be 6,12. gh 1 -"'I 


-1njury; Which man, too high, had 

—— Father. . —— A. 1 oo 
a 

dain- 


- himfel$-upen a level with the loweſt 3 tho' — 
by neture, and the very ſource of innocence, he di 
ed not the character and appearance of a ſinner; 2 
ws Gofjers as we are, affect the * of 3 HOI, how 
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| Ws N , Jus Chrift in the Wildermy5, „ Mn 
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YT 118 Boy Ban yt d hart A 1 9% thee 
. D. 31. 8 ſoon as Jeſys' was baptiſed; be begun 
A 12 . 6 ———9—ð—9 — 
eeſs of time were to be baptiſed" in his name, wher vir- 
"tues they are to ſtady, what trials and temptations they 
are to eupect. He retired; or as the text expreſſrs it, 
he was led by the holy Spirit into the wilderneſs;! where 


far from the noiſe of men, he addicted himſelf to ſileut 


ayer and faſting for forty duys together, and was then 
e by the Devil. *- That - h@ughty ſpirit nor r 


under the ſorm of ſuch human weak neſa, aud yet doubt - 
ing, as it ſeeme, in what ſenſe he was to underſtand the 
voice, Which had declared him to be the Son of God, 
reſol ved to try, if he coold' draw the ſecret from him. 
For this purpoſe he aſſumed ſome corporeal form, and 
artfully: concealing; as be fancied, the malice of his in- 
ten tion, addrefſed himſelf to Jeſus in theſe words 2 If 
thou art iche Son of God, command ' thoſe: ſlones to be 
changed into bread. _ _ | — who would 
not gratiſy the tempter's curioſity by any external ſign 
of bis divinhey; anſwered him from the book — 
onomy, c. 8. Not in bread alone doth man live, but in 
every word, that proceedeth from the mouth of God: by 
Which anſwer our bleſſed Lord not only baffled tlie | 
of his infernal enemy, but has alſo given us an in 
ive leſſon not to be afraid of expoſing our lives to famine 
or to other inconvenience in the divine ſervice, but 
to be chiefly ſolicitous for that ſpiritual life, which is 


nouriſhed- by the word of God, by holy prayer, and 


thbſe other beips, which the Eternal Word has inflituted. 
Satan. perceiving the little proſpect he had of ſucceeding 
in a barren wil 


+ oma where no tempting objects ap- 
ared to excite the ſenſes, by a permiſſive power from 
od took our bleſſed Saviour and conveyed him to one 


ol the pinnacles of the Temple. If thou art the Son of 


God, ſaid he, caſt thyſelf down; for as it is written, 

_ God hath appointed his Angels to take care of thee, and 
5 

; n n 


able to perſuade himſelf, that a God cohſd lie concealed 
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to bear thee dp in their bands, left thou chance to daſh 
_ thy;footiipainit»s done, With the ſame 5 tespon, 
which be had fo ſucceſsfully applied juſt before, Tok 
-Ebriſtidefexted his enemy a ſecond time, and cited ano- 
ther paſſage out of the ſame book of Deuteronomy, c. 6. 
where it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt. not tempt the Lord thy God. 
Phis ſecond rebuff provoked. the Devil's anger, at the 
ſame time that it confounded his pride. He hitherto 
had covered his malice under ſome ſhow of reſpect, as if 
he were ſpeaking to the Son of God; he then threw: off 
the maſk; and ſpoke in a ſtile, that denoted nothing but 
the empty boaſt and lying promiies of a fallen Angel. 
He carried our Saviour to the ſummit of a high moun- 
tain, from whence he ſhowed him the:kingdoms of the 
earth; with the ſhining riches and magniſicence thereof: 
all chis, ſaid he; I will give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and adore me. The preſumptuous ſpirit promiſed more 
than he could perform; a fingle ſentence diſeomſ ted him 
in a moment. Avaunt, Satan, faid-Jeſus Chriſt; for it 
is written, Thou ſhalt adore the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. Satan de that inſtant, and 
ls came and miniſtered to the Lord. Nds? 
The temptations, which Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed to 
undergo in the wilderneſs, have been conſidered by his 
followers as a ſubject, both of conſolation and inſtructi- 
oh. By example he has taught them how to fight agaihſt 
their ſpiritual enemies, and to conquer too: the ſtruggle 
may be painful, while it laſts; heavenly comforts — 
ſacceed; Let us love retirement, ſay the holy Fathers; 
let us faſt and pray, and the Devil cannot hurt us. With 
a lively faich let us meditate upon the word of God, and 
it will furniſh us with an impenetrable ſhield again the 
ſiery durts of our enemy. Let us put our truſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the vanquiſher of his enemies, and temptations 
will but ſerve to ſtrengthen our virtues and increaſe our 
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4 D. 1. WHEN Jeſus Chria had { 
| 3 Wen rn Chi hd om ory uy 
asd dy thac had taught bis followers" in Whar manner 
are to prepare themſelves tor public actioue in the 
divine ſervice, he leſt the wilderneſa, aud began 0 wa- 
nifelt bimſelf to the world. He dieses —— 
river Jordan, where his — was aun par 
baptifing. © The Baptiſt aw him comi Gp 1 
ed, Behold the Lamb of God behold 
— — 


away the ſins of the world! Two of — 
one of whom was Andrew, were particyfarly: Kruck at 
the words they heard, and wiſhed to os — uainted with 
the perſon, of whom their A 
timony. They took an 2 Toller Jeſus, "2 
he went away, and aſked him, wes ere he: lived: Jeſus 
invited them to come and. — they accurdingly actom- 
panied him to the place of his abode; and remained With 
Ria zm that day. Andrew in his return back met Amon 
kis brother, and telling him thab by had found the Mef-. 
figs, introduced him io Jeſs [Jeſus fixed" % — wee 
| Simon; and told him, that he — he called Or 
which is to ſay, Peter. From that. tini6 tbe vumber of: | 
Jeſas's followers . to ihorgaſe, n. _ a0 
mich talked of he had not 
wrought any pablic miracle it Seien of his di 
miſſion. Being at Cana, a town in Galilee be Ser 
diſciples were invited to a marriage ſeaſt: Mary his %- 
ther was alſo there. During the entertainment the wine 
failed, which being obſerved by che bleſſed Virgin, ſhe 
mentioned is to Jeſus, whoſe power ſhe. — 
to his 2 The anſwer ſhe received, might perchar 
be con into a refuſal by 2 $.2equa 
than Mary was with the deſigns of her divine Gon: e 
told the waiters to do what ſeſus ſhould direct them, and 
it quickly appeared, that her requeſt was granted. There 
_ food fix ſtone pitchers, containing each of them two or 
three mpaſures. Jeſus bade — waiters fill caged ring 
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che differ. 
life. Work 


gut with life, and often leave à bittet emptineſs behin 
The pleaſures: of à ſpiritual life are Ne 
| hy the grace of Jeſus Chrift, and convey to the ſoul an 
—— ferafation, = ſolid and a laſtin 
ae. Y 


t to be found in the turbulent joys of fla 

ben a devout ſoul has once begun to taſte the 

ſyeeta of ſuch, a, peace, the ſhuts ber eyes to thoſe objet 
Which cannot be purſued. with innocence ; ſhe repoſes in 
che calm of an;upright conſcience, ſhe keeps her laſt end 

Sonſtantiy in view, the reliſhes only the things of God, 

and after an happineſs, chat ſhall never be ex- 
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TTHE. firſt. miracle: of our bleſſed Saviour A, D. 31. 
as pon aſten followed by many more, 
Which ruiſed a high opinion of him amongſt the people, 
nd ſpread his zeputation thro” the country,” The rich 
well as the poor, the learned and ignorant, became 


informed of the extroardinary. things, that Jeſus ſaid and 
$4" abs | ſoughe 


— ITS AS 
wk © " \ 


r * 7 


> 2 —— 
— 


3 — pp 


A ——_— ev we — LS 4 
3 — La — 3 CAE 5 5 Get 
fat oe ere 
— —* 2 — — ——. — 
op TL 8 — * A 
— . 


1 

* 

n 
bo 

b 

f 


THASAS ON wht 


. | 
Ter 


HRracles left ud ebf 68 bub 
& for che in ſtructioi of man 
Viohr expreſſed no notite of the en 


thoſe 'thote | 


the conceits of human pride: he ſpoke rot 151 6 n 
ceſity of Fumility, and a docile obediener to the beaben⸗ 
Iy truthb, poſitively declaing, that unleſ#i fran Möuld 
be born anew, he could have no part Wich fm ih ne 
Kingdom of God. Nicodemus, with all his le#hii * 
ws at u loſs to know, what Jeſus meaht, and dec, 
hw it were poſſible for a man to return into his mother: 
vomb and be born anew? For the knowledge of chat 
learned Doctor in Hrael extchded mot beyond the dead 
letter of che Law, as Saint Auſt u öbſer ves; . 
ihe uttgoſt ſtretch of his rea ſeninge dive into the depth" 
of Wine faſth.* Our bleſſed Cuvioke explarded cc um 
the ature of that ſecond birth, hie was t be in wd. 
tef ünd che holy Spirit. The Spirit, ſuid bes reached 
where it please end of himſelf vo met en Weil, hom 
whence or Whither itigaetht* Nirodemus owned His ig- 
nora concerning theſe ſpiritual matterd, and Was con." 
vinced, that human reaſon, however capable vf dudef- 
ſtanding the motives of credibility, can never compre- 
hend the ſecrets of thoſe ſublime truths, which it is ob- 
ligated to believe. © The ineffablemyſtery Ned; ine 
and human nature. united together in one Perſon, 
exaltation-of the ſon of man upon the erdfs;,» the! g 97 
love, 2 ee eee 2 non Cade re 1 
etermuy happy, he did not ſpate his only begottor S.] 
e Þc e bleſſed Messe ape K3-c* 
Needs elde bse za neceſfary for his eteal 2 
welfare, But men, ſaid he, prefer: darkneſs to. light 
HR: as | I conſcious 


Noar did he relent either in his 
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ſee their guilt: fond of their Ignorance, 
ayoid ae tf tie that might otherwiſe help them 
diſcover.the truth, and corre thei 
was lincere in his ſearch after tru 
(eg ok > eee 
1 aſh, at appearing in the company. 
ſas Chriſt by day ; he. came to conſult. him by 
He had. the courage aſterwarde not only to declare Mm. 
ſelf publicly, but alſo to plead. for his divine Maſter be- 
fore the Council, and to expreſs his diſapprobation of 
the b ſentence, which condemned him r 
or in i % 
for Jeſus, aſter the ignominy of his ,paſhon ;. he aſliſted - 
Joſeph of Arimathea in taking down the ſacred. body 
"0p the croſs ; he helped.to.embalm,. and lay it in the 
ulchre. W 2 wars. 12 : 4 
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From cheſs progrefis taps, which Nicodemus made.. 
„ e reſſive wv a us made 
in the way of — the ho y Fathers take occaſion iQ - 
ſay, that we are not immediately to deſpair of thoſe 1 
mid fouls, who. dare not at firſt declare themſelves in ia- 
vour of the truth. Great, allowances. muſt be made r. 
human weakneſs.; we muſt know bow to counſel tha 
doghtful, and compaſſionate the feeble. Reflection per- 
_ chance may diſſipate their fears, and give them courage: 
in ſecret ſilence they may conſider the eternal traths, the 
2 of Cod may at the fame time work within their 
„ and. inſpire them with ſortitude, ſo that they no 
r ee 
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Ak frequent miracles, that accompanied 4. D. 31. 

; T the. preaching of our bleſſed Saviour, mas L266: 
drew vaſt numbers after him, and his followers: became 

much more numerous, than thoſe-of the Baptil. The 
tent precurſor had finiſhed che chief objec ot his mio 
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d, be bad preached; he bod poiuted * 
1 —— —— of reclaiming” 3 


nete hem their evil courſes had fifſt drawn him from fis 
retreat in the deſert, and the ſame deßirt . 9% ——þ 
ts Herod's court. Dhat prince had a cnet — en 
=p man, whom-be loved aud rev 
| a plesſare in bearing him e "he >] 

good Dei by vide: advice, and potien yoo F 
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: of an fuceſtadus fadrriaph 
which he had contrached wich bis brother's Wiſe," / Wn 
adultreſs wauld ſuffer: no control: fired with lofſt;” 21 
inſt gated by the jealous Phariſees sgainſt the Bapeiſt, ne 
firſt pruc ursd hig rmpriſoument and then hig death. Ouf 
bleſſed Saviour petceiviug the ferment, which agitated 
the people's minds,” on that account, *atived fbr u ame . 
out of the conſ nes of Judea into Galilee. ' It e Way he 
. thro? Samaria, near the town of Sichar, here he. . 
ad an intere bg converſation. with/a Samaritan woman, 
who came to fete water from Jacob's Well. nt WI 
heat and the tatigue of bis journey, was 24= | 
himſelf-vpon the Holl, when the woman came. He was | 
thirſty, tho! hi thirſt ſeems to have heen more m | 9 
than usturel, and he aſked her to let him dri | 
woman was forpriſed'to hear herſelf aceofted'by.; a baſe” . 
of Judea, for the qewe hat uo com munication with e 
Samatitans, and ſaid, How doeſt thou; being a Jew, * 
of me to drin, who- am u Samwaritan Women? . th 
didſt but no che gift of God; Tephed bur bleſſed Sa NA. 
our, and who the perſon is, who defiter the to — — him 7 
water to drink, thou perhaps wouldft have aſket of him, 
and he wonld-have: giver thee living water, of wich who-.” 
8 ſoe vet drinketh ſhall not thirſt for ever. For the Water, 
N Wau Iwill give, ſhall become à perpetual fountain —_ 
unto life everlaſting. She defied: he would give 
ner l that water) that ne might nde thirſt nor be obli- 
ged to come to the well again. Our blefſed Saviour made 
no voſwer to her petitien, but chKvging che eee 
mentioned ſome paſt actions of her life, by which th 
diſcovered- him to be 2 Prophet: me therefofe Nen 
him to tell her, which ef che two Temples," . if 
. 0 Uh 6. : 8 * | * 


3 


urs TAE r. * 


: in-Jeraſalew,,.or Pat ape the mountaiwofGarities 
its maria, were the tue place of divine worlups e 
an{wered, hat the: time was at band, when adoration” 


ruſalem, or on the mountain of Samaria, and thatithe 


the , Meſſias in coming; ſaid the woman, aud 


F us in all theſe mattets. Helis already 


in 
come, replied our Saviour, and l am He. The woman 
that left her pitcher, and haſtened ãnto de tou t 
inform them of the wonderful Prophet, ſhe had oubd. 
The citizens went forth to es and insite bim inte the 
town, He. accepted: of their invitation, 'remained. 1wo | 
* among them, and, many believed in him. 
he holy Fathers admire the condeſcenſion ofiour blen ; 
fed Saviour on this occaſion,. in wbien he diſdained not 
ta enter 8 with a Samaritan woman upon 
a ſubje& the moſt important, and to dmpart to her the 
whole ſecret of the new Law. He informed her and all 
3 chat true piety conſiſts not in an empty name, 
or in the m ma nce of ſome outward eefetnony = 
in the. T e al Jeruſalem, or on the mountain of 8a- 
marie, bar in an unfeigned goodneſs of beart, Which 
Father in truth. How facred foever thoſe ma- 


terial edifices may be, which are dedicated to the divine 


fervice,, more ſacred are the living Tem les of ver un 

and bodies which bave been con to God in 

y then became the dwelling of the Holy 

nd thro? grace of Jeſus Chriſt — — 
that they, always. remain ſo, by rendering to God the ſin- 


ene homage A + 
of religion. 53: | | | * 
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, Galilee, an to preach roy. and 
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bort his bearers to do penance; becauſe the king 


n W He viſited the town of Ca- 
| Pharnaum, 


1 upon is arrival in the of 4. D. 33. a 


J be no longer paid: to God either in the Temple of = 
adorers ſhoald'adorexthe.Father in: ſpirit and ia much. 
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gobdhets rendered them- 


e 12 were Thr plot . — 


Hon. ork oo 
| 1 yes Nie tay 
vt who 


e of theſe. A cares, 
did 


tat country, r his 5 
+»; |; racks, o beg redreſs in their: corporal infir- 
.. mities. naturally flattered the 
9% 1 emſelves ſharers of the honours 


14 reſpett. that were paid to their divine Maſter.” For 
er 2 hong there were many, who followed: — 
l e them 1ves his diſcip 
to train 22 grees to the labours an 
dere net On the divine ſervice, - 
| hem that they were not to follow him 
' worldly advantages and ular app 


+ © © Into a boat, avg. put © e cots 
0 "and in the interim a violent ſtorm utoſb, 
a a 2 the boat with * ' and threatened them with 
8. .an Fu. ng ſhipwreck. Terrified at the 6 „the 
es ran to . work K | 
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bas of his promiſed. protection. For ut tue lame 
Tine, 2 09 „ forewarns. us of the "tribulations, WEmuſt 

15 une 2 he "alſo tells us dor 10 fear, 
+, Having! 12 5. h a dark, whereid to Work our 5 
201 ee 5575 world; he kno | (how to con- 
„ ens dale Kere the wiſhed- ſor port. No Thipwieck is 


_ +1 t@:hecap ded, by. them, ho ſeek their ptotection 
„ ,from/ by Chapt ogy The more vialen tie trial is, 
eee ought to be dur Prayer. 1 ſeſus Chriſt 
+7 is withus,;what hall we: fear 7 If God i For pe, what 
im e ee Or . thief Approach. 
onde len e 
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4 wh ous elements Were 
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che irit, that poſſeſſed him, had ſtrĩpt off his e, 
ns re conſi nement ran wild and naked thy? 

che country, No human furer could tame, and no chains 

Weiz led enough to bind: him tHe ſkulked am z 

F 

wing day and night, and ing hie 1 ; 
wit (> Laptop Hangs = An op ten 


th 
ry body from the place, where he was. Happeiing 
g be near the ſpot, where our blefied Saviour enme 10 
with his ples, be ran and adored him; crying wick 

a loud hy hat have I to do with thee jeſub, the SoÜ m 
ol che moſt high God? 1 adjure thee. by the name of God, 
That thou torment me not. For Jeſus had 


but becauſe: he would. impart to his 
Kl which ſhould ſtrike them with a profitable fear, ' 
The ſpirit anſwered, that his name was Lepi becauſe” 


they were many; and he entreated our Saviour © 
not to drive him out of che country, but him % 
ener into the herd of cine, that were np o the - 


mountain. It was granted; and the ſwine; tothe um- 
bef of two thouſand, being inſtantly poſſeſſed: by the 
whole Legion, ran headlong down the precipice into the 
ſea, and were drowned.. The fact was immediately di- 
vulged thro the country, and crouds of people floeked 
to the place, where they were aſtoniſhed to fee the wan, 
who had been, troubled, by the devil, now'clothed aba 
Kring like a lamb. at the feet of Jeſus: Ponetraded with” - 
a grateful ſenſe of the merey he bad received; the por 
man would willingly have remained: with his divine den 
liveter; but Jeſus bade him return home to his friends, ” 
a0 OD the wonderful favour God had done him. 
is demoniack, according to the holy Fathers; er- 
Siblts a ſtriking figure of thoſe u innere, Who , 
a habit of vice bon the fellowſhip of the Saints, firip . 
themſelves of the robes of 2 grace, aud fe b. 
Led in the Bate of deadly za, far from thoſe hoaventy- 
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Ape aid Ho gt bod Win e as 
| xd of their Redeemer: Hurried away by the violence 
22 paſſiona, they run wild in the purſuit of ſen - 


- 


enjoymente, forget their laſt end; and break cy 
noral, and religious tie, that tends toreftrain them in i 
9 of their corrupt hearts. Wallowing in the miri 


* 
re them to the peace, which no man can enjoy, as long 
as he ig at variante with hi GM W. 
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(bleed Saviour re-embarked; at the . H. 52.” 
£, requell of the Geraſens, and returned 
to the coaſt o Capharnaum. ' Notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny wonders, Which Jjeſus Chriſt had wrought in and 


the town of Capbarzaum; we read but of one per- 
fon, who was converted there, and that was Matihen * 


the publican. This man by following the divine cal 
became an Apoſtie, While che veſt of his fellow citizens 
remained in their incredulity, and thereby became more 
guilty in the Gght of God, than the ancient pr Saline A 
of Sodom and Gomorrha. Drawn by the ſweet attrac- | 
. tives. of divine grace, Matthew left his Tocrative employ 
to accompany» Chrifb the 'Son-of God. Happy within 
himſelf on account of the-favour” he had found with his 
Creator, he wiſhed to ſee the Tame grace extended to 
others of his acq uaintanee. »" For that purpoſe he inyited 
Jeſus to his houſes & · many publicaris & firiners' ſat down _. 
with him at table. The Phariſees; Who profeſſed the mi- 
nuteſt nicety in their external obſervance of the law, af. 
fectecl to be ſrandalized, and aſted the diſciples, Wb yy 
their: Maſter cat and dranle with pubficans and inner. 
I heard: | what they ſuid and made them this reply: 
For them; who are well, there needeth ue phyfician,; e 
fick only want the phyüciaas help?: © heres And learn 
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_ Jucrifice,' for I am nat come to call the juſt, | 
_ Whilſt our bleſſod Saviour remained at Caphatnaum, : 
be, wrought a noted miracle ig favour of à paral tic, 
The ſick man, being too infirm to be taken out of Ved. 
was. carried to the houſe, where Jeſus was + not. being | 
able to gain admittance on account of the; „Chia 
friends hoiſted him up, as he lay upon his bed, un- 
covering the roof che houſe let him down. into 
room before our bleſſed Saviour's ſeet. - Jeſus was 
ed with this teſtimony af their faith, N the eK 
man to be of heart, 1 W - 
ſorgiven him. The Seribes and P tes, who A 
Preſent, ſecretly canſtrued the words into 3 7. as. bh 
expreſſing a power in man, which belonged folely to 
God. jeſus, to whom their moſt ſecret thoughts. were... 4 
as perfectly known. 2s tho? they had been declared by 
word of mouth, ſuddenly a them, if it were not as 
eaſy for him to tell the man, that his das were w r= 
him, as to bid him riſe from his bed and walk? And to 
convince them, that he had the power of doing both the 
one and the other, he ſaid 10 the paralytic, Ie, take 4 
up thy bed, and walk. The paralytic. roſes. and he 
1 tors full. of admiration at- the miracle, re 
hanks to God, who had given ſuch power to men. 
Chrittians are daily in the occaſion of admiring the. __ 
{ame power, and of thanking God for the ſame 25 
which he ſtill continues to mankind. Jeſus Chxiſt, as 
man, had received from his. Father the power of . + 
Ing ſins, and that power he has imparted to his delegates 
in the facred miniſtry. By that Singular privilege, eg” 
he communicated to his Apoſtles on the very day of his 
reſurrection, "Jeſus - Chriſt has raiſed the Prieſts of bis 
Church-above the common rank of men: by that he in- 
truſts them with a power, which he has not granted even 
to the Angels ; by that he has appointed them to be-the.. .. * 
judges and phyſicians of out fouls. 3 by that-they become 
our ſpiritual fathers, and from them we receive a more F 
happy genetation, than what we bave received from our. 
———— 4 8 3 by that they ate qualified to . 
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melt n und enplained at large choſe points, 
2 and* Moray; — he communicated:#@-- 
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"nd 10 break ever) "atiruly paſſion” i in dels 5 the 
Nu. is the "exerciſe of Cb! jan fortitude, © Fo love a 
16 " friend or a. benefactor is the reſult of natural reaſon, it 
is no 085 ap 921 ee — but to oy dur 
Saen mies n to 0 t ofe, Who ecyte aud flan - 
AN 1 ot the, y virtue For Chrift's Gelen Trl what Chriſt 
a 1. es us in bis very. firſt ſermon ; it is What he lervngly 
my 1 upon; it is, what tenders us like to our Resvenſy 
* ather, who ſhowers down his favgurs upon the Story, 
ing, & makes the ſun equally riſe upon the gobd & Wiek 
1% 5s as we would have others do to us, is ano- 
ther gra rinciple, which our blefſed Saviqur has 
” : Her gn out. br oh, add in 1 Fa if itWefe once 
| Adapted i in practice, as well as my 8 'we ſhould 
bear no complaints of one neigh our att rg 4 
injuries, no lan ders, no 1 Ja 
| 25 judgments are ſeverely condenitied by Bur end 
Lord. In the heart of man there —.— is u natural incli- 
nation to judge of others, and the judgments we form, 
are oftentimes as raſh; as they are 2 For the ſame 
1 ſelf-love, which larks within us, inelines us ug much 
TW magnify opr neighbour s faults, as to dimiiſh our 
donn; blind, as hypocrites, we diſcern not"the * moſt 
. glaring miſdemeanprs in ourſelves,” Wieck we gefery the 
hteſt defects in our brethren.” © ©50 * 
"Fro we did but oftener refle& upon that desde 
ment, which all muſt one day undergo, we Thottd n ” 
be ſo haſty to judge our brethren, ſay the hol Fathers, 
much leſs ſhould we make their faults the ſubfect of our 
converſations. If the duty of fraternal charity has not force 
enough to check out taſhneſs,” feat at traft ought to ur- 
niſh us with motives ſufffcient to put us upon Sr 
The way to find mercy before the judgment · ſeat d Chriſt 
is to ſhow it now.” For i in the ſame weigh and meafure, 
as we deal with others,” Jeſus Chriſt” Will deak With us. 
Judge not, that you may not be Judged : condeitin not, 


and you ſhall not be condemned. N il 
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Obe bleſſed s 4 kividg finiſhed his” 4 D. ” 
0 diſcourſe upon the mountain, went 


don inta the plain, being attended by his diſciples, — 
ö de numerous crouds, that followed him. A Leper ſaw 


2 coming, and being actuated by à lively h — 


70 3 . \retchis forth his hand to touch him, anſwered, Lill; 
de thou healed. / The will of God is the ſource of {every | 


hope of being healed, reſpectfully approached, and 


1 1 proſtrated himſelf before him. Like an Humble ſuppli- 
__ . "cant, be did but intimate the nature of his complaint, 
_ 8 for his cure round himſelf entirely to the will of 


im, whoſe power he confeſſed”: it is the example, we 


: are to follow, as often as we pray. He only ſaid, Lord, 


if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. And Jeſus 


grace, that we receive; the leper was that inſtant clear 


ed but to teach that due ſubordination, which the law 


preſeribed to ſuperior powers, our bleſſed Lord bade 
im go and ſhow himſelf to the prieſt, and offer- the gift, 


5 4 it was ordained by Moyſes. 


Jeſus went to Capharnaum, where be was defired 


oy 1 ſhow: his healing power in favour of a ;Centurion's 
ſervant. The Centurion, tho* a Roman, had a high 


Ho 32 of jeſus Chriſt, and thought himſelf un 


approaching him in perſon. He had done man 


+. Jervices to the Jewiſh nation, and made himſel = 
friends amongſt the citizens of Capharnaum: to them 


5 8 he communicated his diſtreſs on account of his ſick ſer- 


_ vant, and begged they would interceed in his; behalf 


— with Jeſus. The ancients of the Jews undertook to pre- 


21 


: went towards the Centurion? s houſe. 
-whoſe:hymility was equal to his faith, deemed himſelf 


{ent his petition, and at their requeſt our bleſſed Saviour 
x he Centurion, 


+ unworthy to receive, or even to ſpeak to ſo great a gueſt: 
he defired ſome of his friends to meet Jeſus, and to ſay 


in his name, Lord I am not worthy, that thou ſhouldeſt 


enter under my roof, ſay but the word, and my ſervant 
mall be healed. The words are very expreſſive of the 
* ſentiments, 
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hopes of ſeeing them hereafter raiſed to eternal liſe, 
ſoles herſelf amidſt the cares and afflictions, that muſl 
neceſſarily befall her in this vale of tears. The ſpiritu- 
al death of mavy of them 18 a ſubject to her of continua! 
ſorrow, With a heavy heart ſhe ſees her thoughtleſe 
children ſnatched from her arms by unruly paſſions, and 
hhurried away by a train of fins towards the fathomleſes 
abyſs. She mourns their misfortune, and implores the 
Pity of her heavenly ſpouſe, that he may raiſe them a 5 
by his powerful Wich that hope ſhe co 5 
herſelf in her alone, and with a longing deſire ex- 
s the hour, which is eee her repenting ſons to 
ife again. The ntance of a. ſinner gives joy not 
N 222 but alſo . Saints and 
Angels, who are in heaven. For there is joy in heaven 
upon the repentance of every ſinne . 
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8 XXVI. Mary Magdalene. Luke 7. | 
4 8. 3 iſing and frequent miracles o | 
[ Jeſus Chriſt being rumoured throughout - - 
Judea and the country--round about, the. people were. 
ſtruck with a reverential awe, and. proclaimed him a 
great prophet. John the Baptiſt, who was during this 
time in priſon; judged it a favourable opportunity tod 
convince. his diſciples, that Jeſus was the true. Meſſias, 
and therefore ſent two of them, as from himſelf; to ax 
him, whether he was not the perſon, whom the Prophets 
had. foretold, and the Gentiles. expected for their ſalva-. 
tion. ? The conduct of our bleſſed Saviour on that occa- 
non is very remarkable. He knew, how jealous thoſe: 
diſciples were of their maſter's reputation, and how much 
afraid, leſt any one ſhould be —— than the 
Baptiſt; he therefore choſe to ſay nothing, that mighuc 
ive them uncafineſs or inereaſe their jealouſy: heſpoke 
his works, and wrought many miracles in their pre- 
ſence, then bade them return and tell John, what the  - 
had ſeen. When they were gone, Jeſus began to com- 
mend the Baptiſt for his unparalleled virtues, for hie 
IE | fortitade,, © 
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focttthas” far Vis" vidialtts oftabcy ae penltenf 
life,” He alſo ſpoke to the people upon 2 
doing penance, which was to open to them the kingdom 


of heaven; for the kingdom of heaven requires violence, 
| ſaid he, and the violent bear it away. Wo be to the 
- cities of Corozain and Bethſaida ; wo be to the town of ' 
Capharnaum, who have rejected thoſe graces, and re="" 
mained inſenfible at thoſe miracles, which long ages 
would have moved the heatheniſh inhabitants of Tyre 
and Sidon to do penance in ſackcloth and aſhes.  Betha- * 
nia was more Happy in the illuſtrious converfion of Mag- 
dalene, à noted finner in the city. This woman, who 
became henceforward as famous for her piety, as ſhe © 
had'hirherto been Infamous for her diſorderly life, came 
to Jeſus, when he was at dinner in the houſe of Simon 
the leper. With a forwardneſs, Which was only excuſable '* 
from the neſs of her intention, ſhe ruſhed into the 
room, and coming behind near to Jeſus's feet, threw. + 
herſelf upon the ground to kiſs and embrace them: 
then bathing them with her tears, ſhe perfumed _ 
them with a precious ointment, and wiped them 
with her hair. Simon, who was bf the Phariſean 
ſect, degan to think it very extraordinary, that "Jeſus © 
Chriſt, if he were a Prophet; ſhould not know the wo- 
man to be a finner ; or if he did, that he ſhouſd let her 
confe ſo near him. But he ſoon found, how preſumptu- 0 
ous he had been in forming ſuch judgments in hies 
heart, and by the anſwers he gave to our bleſſed Savi- 
ours queſtions, was forced to own his miſtake,” Jeſus ** 
bade him obſerve the humble ſervices, which Magdalene 
had done him, fince ſhe entered the room, commending* 
her for the fervour of her charity and the activity of her 
"| faith, & declared, That many fins were forgiven her, de- 
cauſe ſhe had loved much; he told her to depart in peace. 
Mary Magdelene, ſay the holy Fathers, is the perfect 
model of a true penitent; from her heart ſhe'deteſted be 
paſt irtegularities of her life, ſhe bade adieu td fi witk 
+, a firm purpoſe never to relapſe again. In the Work 7 
her converſion ſhe employed the very things, Which me 
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 hitherts had made ſubſervient_to the work of fin z her 


hair, her ointments, and r the paſt 5 
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. 
| \ 


A. D. 3z. FUR bleſfed Saviour had one day fat 
$47: y O himſelf down on . N 
crouds of people gathered round, and as they preſa - 
ed upon him, he ſtepped into a boat, and from thence. 
made a long diſcourſe to them, as they toad, upon the 
ſhore. He choſe to convey his inſtructions chiefly in 
2 and figures, accord ding to the uſe and flile 
anguage in thoſe countries. Among other parables, 


be propoſed that of the ſower, which he diſtinguiſhed 


* 


w his ſeed, of which ſome fell beyond the bounds 
the field upon the highway, where it was either trodden 
under foot by travellers, or eaten by the birds. In the 
explication of this firſt part of the parable, as he deliver- 
ed it afterwards in private to his Apoſtles, our bleſſec 
Saviour ſays, that the Seed is the word of God, an 


int four parts. A huſbandman, ſaid he, went forth M 
0 4 


- that they by the way ſide are the hearers, who forget 


the word, almoſt as ſoon as they have heard it, For the 
Devil comes immediately, and either by his qwn wick 
ſuggeſtions, or by his agents, as ſo many fowls of the 


air, takes away the ſeed of ſalvation from their hearts, 


leſt it ſhould there quicken their faith, and produce the 


fruits of eternal life. The ſecond ** of the parable is 


that, in which the ſeed is faid to fall upon a rock, where 


meeting with no depth of ſoil, it is burnt wp by the ſan, 
n 


almoſt as ſoon as it begins to ſpring. theſe are 

they, ſays Chriſt, who at firſt ſeem pleaſed with the 

word of God, but having no great fund of goodneſs, 

forget it in the time of trial, and fly back at the _— 
| a proac 
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which they ſeem to find in receiving the word of God, ' 

makes them fancy, that they want aſ more to gs | 
ittle thin ng 

that a heart, which is not ſoftened by compunction an 


ken up with the concerns of this world. They indeed 2 
ear the word of God, but the cares of life, . their reſtleſs 
efires, and worldly purſuits, ſtifle the 2 of virtue 
in their ſouls, and prevent its fruit. On a heart, thus 
entangled and perplexed. with deceitful. riches, the ſa- 
cred Word of Gad. whether written or delivered by his 
miniſters, has but little or no effect. The fourth and 
lat diviſion of the parable marks the different produce 
of that part of the ſeed, which fell upon good ground, 
In ſome the increaſe was a hundred grains for que, in 
ſome it was fixty, and in others only thirty, Such are 
the different degrees of goodneſs, which the word of Gad 
e in the hearts of the faithful, according to the 
iſpoſitions, it there meets with, If the heart is but 
fingly good, it will not ſhow itſelf by many heroic acti- 
ons, and if not cultivated with continual care, it will be 
in danger of growing bad. For which reaſon it is our 
duty to ſtrive and pray daily, that we may become more 
and a perfect in the increaſe of charity and good. 
wor a 7 


It is by patience, that we reap the fruit of qur en - 
deavours ; it is by taking pains, that we advance in 
virtue; by ſufferings and by labour in the divine ſervice 
our charity becomes more vigorous. Charity is, as it 
were, the root of Chriſtian piety ; from thence all other 1 
virtues draw their life, their nouriſhment, and beauty; | 
the more vigorous the root, the richer will be the fruit 


ix produces,  Watered by the dew of heavenly graces, it 
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mY D. 32. A LTHO' the doerine of our bleſſed $a- 
viour was fo pure in its principles; ſo 


3 conformable to + Waſon, fo confirmed by miracles, and fo 


Yn in its prowiſes of eternal! glory, yet few em- 
raced it. A general incredulity-an obduracy of heart 
prevailed in the cities of 'Judea, and in 0 city more than 
in that of Nazareth, It was natural to imagine, that the 
Nazareans would have thought themſelves in ſome ſort 
| honoured by the fame of One; who had lived and grown 
up amongſt them, and that they would have chefiſhed 
„as the moſt valuable of their citizens. Their be- 
haviour was diametrically the oppoſite. ' They had ſeen 
and-converſed with him from his youth ; they knew no 
learning that he had acquired; in his figure they diſco- 
vered nothing, that ſet him above the common level; 
in his mother and relations they beheld. no title, that | 
diftinguiſhed him from the poorer claſs of pedple. To 
his doctrine therefore they would give no eredit, nor 
would they allow his miracles, whic they had not Ween. 
The great reputation, which Jeſus had acquired atmongſt 
others, made them jealous, and their jealouſy grew into 
x violent antipathy againſt him. They laid hands upon 
bim, and led him to the ſteop point of the rock, on 
which their town was built, with an intention to throw 
him headlong down. - But the hour for Jeſus to die was 
not yet come, and no human malice could advance it. 
He rg out of their hands, and walked away thro” 
the ' midſt of them. This perverſe incredulity*of the 
 Nazareans hindered Jeſus from working any miracles 
a them, excepting the cure of ſome of their fick, 
Which he did by impoſing his hangs upon them. On his 
return from Nazareth he was inform of John the Bap- 


s death, | 
. It 
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It has been already mentioned, that Saint John was 
+ [eaſt into priſon on account of the reprimand he gave to 
king Herod, for his inceſtuous connexions with Herodias, 
the wife of his brother Philip, Herodias had often ſo- 
licited the king to have him put to death, and the king 
as often refuſed to conſent, not only from a principle of 
eſteem for the holy man, but likewiſe from fear of the 
: * reſentment, who venerated the Baptiſt as a won- 
derful prophet. But Herod's imprudence betrayed him 
- ſoon after to commit the bloody deed. He celebrated 
- his birth-day with great mirth & magnificence ; a grand 
entertainment was prepared, and the chief men of Ga- 
- lJilee were invited to attend: the daugbter of Herodias 
was introduced before the . and defired to dance. 
-4 The manner of her performance ſo pleaſed the king, that 
- he haſtily promiſed upon oath to give her whatever ſhe 
ould aſk, tho* it were half his kingdom. The girl | 
mediately left the room to conſult her mother, what 
. He ſhould aſk. Go and aſk for the head of John the 
Baptift, replied the adultreſs, "The girl ran back to 
Herod, and defired, that he would forthwith give her 
on a diſh, the head of John the Baptiſt. Struck at the 
 _ unnatural requeſt, the king was ſorry for the raſh pro- 
miſe he had made, but out of reſpelt to the company, 
- reſolved to keep his oath, not to diſpleaſe the daughter 
of Herodias. He therefore ordered an executioner to go 
forthwith to the priſon; and cut off the Baptiſt's head. 
The head was given in a diſh to the girl, and the girl 
preſented it to her mother. | | 
Thus was the great precurſor of our Lord impiouſly 
lain in the vigour of life ; thus was John murdered by the 
ſword of Herod, who had always admired and eſteemed 
him for his purity of doctrine and ſanctity of morals, 
Hetod fell not all at once into that enormi ty, or gellt 


+++ eren ſteps he had been advancing towards the 
.-. . depth of crimes ; one exceſs had led him on to a 13 


a luſtful paſſion opened the way to inceſt, and inceſt 

| plunged him into murder. Herod was permitted to take 

Away the life of Saint John the Baptiſt, greater than 
Pho no Prophet had ever riſen àmongſt the ſons of 
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Women. The life of that holy man was ſacrificed to the 
_ capricious 3 of a wicked woman ; it was ſacrificed 
for a dance. Hence we ſee; fays Saint Gregory, in 
what light we are. to conſider this mortal life, which is 
ſo liable to misfortunes, and. ſo miſerably harraſſed by 
the ſuſpicions, by the hatred and the ſlanders of wicked 
men. It is to a future life, that we ſhould conſtantly 
look up; a life, which neither the tongue of flander, 
nor the ſword of perſecution can affect. Tyrants may 
rage and threaten z pain may.crumble theſe mortal bo- 
dies into duſt; a paſſing death will open us an entrance 
into that heavenly kingdom, where the bleſſed know no \ 
change, and fear no-decay. f 8 — | 


XXIX. Miracle of the haves ani fiſher. Mar. 14. j 
A. D. 32. {NOR bleſſed Saviour upon the death of 
E go the Baptiſt retired with his Apoſ- 42 
tles into the wilderneſs. In his unerring wiſdom; by - 
which he ſweetly aſſigns all things to their appointed 
times and places, he deemed it expedient to withdraw 
from the public at a time, that his miracles be to 
be the ſubject of inquiry at court. Herod, the fon of a 
Jealous father, who had. ſought to deſtroy Jeſus amongſt + 
the ſlaughtered Innocents, was curious: to know, Who 
the man could be, who appeared ſo powerful in word 
arid work: and while ſome ſaid, he muſt be Elias, or one 
of the Prophets, he vainly fancied him to be the Baptiſt - 
riſen from the dead. Jeſus left them to their groundleſs 
conjectures, and croſſed the lake of Genezareth to con- 
ceal himſelf with his Apoſtles in the deſert. When he 
came to the oppoſite ſhore, he found a multitude of peo- 
ple, who had gone round by land, and were reſolved tp © 
accompany him, for the ſake of hearing his inſtructions, - 
and of ſeeing his miracles. They proceeded in a body 
together, and advanced ſome way into the deſert. The day 
began to decline; the Apoſtles came to their divine 
Maſter, and adviſed him to diſmiſs the people, that they © 
might provide themſelyes with ſomething t heat. For 
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they were ſtill faſting, and had brought no proviſions 
with them; the place a deſert and no town was near. 
Jeſus bade his Apoſtles produce their flender ftore, and 
aſked, what it was; they anſwered, only five barley 
loaves and two fiſhes, Divide the multitude into compa- 
nies, replied our Saviour, and make them fit down up- 
on the graſs. Then taking the bread into his hands, and 
lifting up his eyes to heaven, he bleſſed the loaves and 
the fiſhes, and gave them to his diſciples to diſtibute, 
In the act of diſtribution both the bread and the fiſhes 
were ſo wonderfully multiplied,” that they were more 
than ſufficient to ſatisfy the whole multitude, which 
amounted to five thouſand beſides women and children. 
They all eat, till they were ſatiated, and of the frag- 
ments that remained, there was ſtill enough to fill twelve 
baſkets. 4 £4 | | 
The holy Fathers conſider theſe five thouſand men, as 
a figure of thoſe Chriſtians, who quit the world, in de- 
fire at leaſt, to follow Jeſus Chriſt thro” the deſert of this 
life. Their pleaſing conduct preſents us with an admi- 
rable picture of thoſe virtues, which diſtinguiſh the per- 
 fet members of Chriſt's Church. Attached to the com- 
pany of their divine Maſter, they attentively liſten to his 
eternal truths, they ſeek no earthly comfort, but depen» 
 dently upon his will. The union amongſt themſelves is 
ſo perfect, that they ſeem to make but one man, beirg 
all warmed with the ſame zeal, and animated with hg 
ſame ſpirit in purſuit of the ſame end. They are bappy,, 
in the prefence of Jeſus their Lord and Saviour, they.” 
per in his ſervice without being tired, and joyfully 
whatever labours and difficulties they meet with, ra- 
ther than fail in the fidelity, which they owe to their 
Creator. Reſigned to the divine will, they truſt to the fa- 
: way goodneſs of a God-man in their preſent wants, 
they know he has numbered the hairs of their heads, 
not one of which falls to the ground without, his per- 
miſſion ; they remember it is he, who feeds the birds 
of the air, and never abandons thoſe, who are ſerious 
in their endeavours to ſerve him. With ſuch ſenti- 
ments of faith and holy confidence they perſevere to 
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Xxx. Saint Peter upon the waters, Mar, 14. © 
1 ne 


A. D. 32. 1 wonderful multiplication of the 
4 1 loaves and fiſhes impreſſed ſuch a ſenſe © 
of gratitude upon the hearts of the people, that 7 
were for ſetting the crown upon their benefactor's head, 
and making him king. But our bleſſed Lord, who U 14 
example as well as by word of mouth came to teach bi? 
followers not to ſeek, much leſs to intrude themſelves - 
into wordly dignities and honours, fled from them, and 
concealed himſelf in a 1 mountain. Wbeß 
it was grown duſk, and the people were diſperſed, the * 
diſciples. went back. to the ſea ſhore. For he tad told * a 
them to take the boat, and return without him to Beth. ; 
faida. This he did, as the event ſhowed, to convince ' 
them of their own weaknels in the abſence of their divine 
Maſter, without whom they could do nothing, They 
had no ſooner 1 to ſea, but a ſtorm aroſe, and the 
boat was violently toſſed by the foaming” waves.” 'They _ 
plied their oars, they exerted all their might, and fRirag-" 
led. with the contrary wind the whole night. One $i 
leſſed Saviour faw them from the ſhore, but ſeemed in' - 
no great haſte to help them. - About the break of day 
he advanced towards them upon the ſurface of the deep, 
and came near the boat, as if he meant to paſs them. 
The ſpectacle was new to the diſciples : not knowing 
how any one could walk upon the waters, they took it for © 
a ghoſt, and ſcreamed out with fright. Jeſus upon that 
ſpoke to them and ſaid, Fear not; it is I, Peter was 
4 firſt to know his Maſler's voice, and being as regard- 
leſs of danger, as he was confident of the divine ſuccour, 
immediately replied, Lord, if it is you, bid me come to 
ou upon the waters. Jeſus faid, Come: Peter thar 
faſtant threw himſelf out of the boat, and to the great 
aſtoniſhment of the reſt walked, as ſteadily upon the + 
rolling billows, as tho' he had trod on ſolid 1 of 
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© He went boldly on, till he came near to our bleſſed Sa- 


viour, when perceiving the wind was high and the fea 
rough, he loſt courage and began to fink. "Terrified'at 


his fituation, he cried out, Save me, Lord; and Jeſus 
firetching forth his hand took hold of bim, ſaying, Thou 
man of little faith, Why didſt thou" doubt? He entered 


with, him jto. the boat ; che wind Fell, and they row | 


| aſhore. | * — 4 » <4 's e wo 
The holy Fathers, who confider all the words and aQi- 
ens. of our Saviour as full of myſtery, aſk the _ 8 


wh he would permit his Apoſtle to fink, after he h 


expreſaly. commanded him to come forth upon the waters. 
It was, Tay they, to convince him by experience, that” 
his life and being depended on the ſaving hand of God; 
it Was to check that forward boldneſs, which'ſeems to 
haye been blended in his natural diſpoſition, left it might 
make him vain and preſumptuous. A certain degree of 


fearfulneſx is conducive to our ſpiritual good: it helps to 


make us humble and diffident of ourſelves : it is founded 
in the knowledge of our own inability, and this know-' 
g tells us, that for the ſucceſs of our undertakings 
we, muſt ſolely depend on God, who lets us down, and 
draws, us up again, as he pleaſes. Of all thoſe, who have 
the happineſs to believe in Chriſt, there is not one, who 
has not, and does not daily receive from his divine hand 
reater favours,” than Saint Peter did in being preſerved: | 


n the watery deep. There are other ſtorms more fa- 


tal ta out ſouls ; there are other gulfs, and other waters 
of perdition, from which we ſtand hourly in need of be. 
ing ſaved by the grace of our Redeemer ; without his 
ſupporting hand we long time fince had ſunk beneath” 


the evils, that ſurround us, | 
$© 58-2254 * 170 
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ſas, without taking notice of thetr enquiries, told 
em, they coy followed him for the fake of the bread, 


w 
and from thente took occaſion of mentionſng a muc 
more excellent Bread, which he promiſed to glve them 


ing Bread, which came down from heaven, ſaid he, and 
11s is the Bread, which 1 ſhall give; ir is my fleſh for 
e life of the world, and whoſoever eateth thereof, he 
hall live for ever. The ineredulous Jews, abt beltip ac 
- quainted with à doctrine fo ſpiritual and ubllme, called 
it a Mr ſaying, and diſputed with one another, how it 
Were poſſible he could give chem bis fleſh to eat? But 
p19 ger very. their cavils, our bleſſed Lord pol. 
_ Gvtly aſſerted the point in queſtion, and in terme Mint 
nore en cer nr 50 7 what = had Just told 
em: #erily, werily, 1 ſoy unte you, whleſs vn tar the floſs 
th fon of man, and drink his blood, you /hall not — 77 
„ He, that bateth my fleſh, and drinketh my Bled, hath 
everlafiing : be abidith in me, did I im. F wy 
i truly meat, and my blood is tridy drink,  Thit is tht 
ad, which cometh dowh From heaven, dt l, the Mauna, 
aubich your fathers tat and died. He, that eateth this 
+ Bread, all live for ever, Many thetefots of the Jews, 
who were preſent, and even ſome of the diſciples took 
ence at theſe expreſſions, and were fcandalized ft the 
loctrine they conveyed ; and becauſe they did not un- 
dertand, how Chrilt conld really give the ls fen 19 
ent, and his blood to drink, refuſed to believe, and left 
him. According to their carnal notion of yrs yr 
concluded, that Jeſus meant to give them His fleſh t& 
eat, and his blood to drink, not concealed under the 
pure appearances of bread and wine, but in a diſguſtful 
manner, like the fleſh of à dead man, ſays Saint Anſtin, 
or a piece of meat from the ſhambles. And therefore to 
dilabuſe them of that grofs miltake, pur bleſſed Saviour 
told them, that fleſh inanimate and ſeparated from the 
ſpirit, would profit nothing; but that the Nefh, whith' 
| 1 hoald give them, was quieketied by the Spirit, and 
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Boule quicken them. N 2 pas explanation 


manner, in which © com 
dl. Bey and his Blood, as 1 did 2 in my | 


his laſt he ure Twelve, and aſked the | 
if, * ood leave him 5 mere Saint Pee, | 


ye > No To whom, 00% | 
I we en Phon haſt the worde of ęter = * 
jeve ee he Chriſt the Yon of God 

d perceiving the minds of £0 

were — rout) againſt him, on account of his 
_ withdrew from that part of n aud a * 
. 

re to have $ con 
The Gopares by a Chanapean woman, ay ter 
ya ed by av e., cbs Pro 
Pb hows pe on. her ; is made hr wo a” 
: the redoubled her pray pate, — 4 40, . 
 Apoliles interceded in her beh 
that he was ſent only to thoſe, who 0 
omg pode fn Nat diſepur NE; 
puſhed cee e 


. LEN Then Jews, 
— y ber pious importunity, 

O woman, great is thy faith; be it done, . 0 el, 
* her daughter was cured from that hour, 
bleſſed Saviour, ſays Saint Chryſoſtom, : 
49 liſlen to the petition of this Chananean 
b > ber example he might inftryR us, wi 
ſaith, humility, and perſeverance, we 
To make his ſervants the more 
and the more to obtain it, he 
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1 : b 1 bleſſed Saviour; after ſome ſtay iu 

W 5 5 

=_ 45 . O% the * of Tyre, returned rs 

l Galle where he wrought many miraculous: cures 
the infirm and lame, of the blind and dumb. i After 

© that, be viſited the borders of Ceſarea, which was a 
town ſituated near the ſprings of the river Jordan, and 
"© fubje&t to Philip, the brother of king Herod Being on 
_ the Way thither, and converſing with his pe woe Por 

went along, he aſked them, Who de — —_—_ 
1 am ? 'Some ſa) yu are John the Bap n, aner — . 
© Apoſtles, and ſome Elias; others again fay;/ that you are 
BE mn or ſome one of the ancient Prophets. Bot you, 
id dur bleſſed Saviour, who do you ſay 1 am ? Simon 
Peter, without 2 moment's heſitation, made a ſwer and 
ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God: Bleſ- 
bed aft thou,” Simon Bar-Jona, replied our Saviour ; 
| becauſe it is not from the dictates of fleſh and blood, but 
5 the revelation of my heavenly Father, that thou haſt 
learned this\ truth, And I ſay unto hee, hecauſe thou 
art Peter, which i is to fay a rock, that upon this rock 1 
will build my Church, and the powers of hell mall ne- 
ver prevail againſt ner. To -thee alſo I Will give the 
keys of the Kingdom ot heaven; and whatſoever: thou' 
malt bind or looſe on earth, ſhall'be alſo bound or looſed 
in heaven. Such is the ſolemn promiſe, which"'Jeſus 
b then made to Saint Peter, of conftituting him the 
of his Church, which, like a great fabrick; * 


built on - him, as on a firm rock, he aſſures him tha 
never fall. Nor by any fault, which that Apoſtle com- 
mitted (afterwards, was jeſus ever provoked to retract 
| the promiſe, be had once made. But leſt a promiſe ſo 
flattering and extenſive might render that "Apoſtle" too 
Wh he humbled him ſoon after by a rebuke the moſt 
- ſevere; For Peter, being not yet initiated in the myſtery 
of the Croſs, endeavoured to diſſuade his divine Maſter 
from ed Flm himſelf to the Nan, reph treatment, 
| ther awaited him n at Jeraſalem. stan, replied our Sa- 


Fury 


vicur, for ſo he called him to make him ſenſible. of his 
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error in op the divine will, go back, thou art a 


ſcandal to me; thou doeſt not yet reliſh the things of 
God. For be, who will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it, and 
© he, Who ſhall loſe his life for my ſake; ſhall find it. If 


any man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, rake {Ay 


is his croſs, and ſo follow me. 
Six days after this, Jeſus called afide three of * 
E Apoſtles, 9 ſeem to have been greater favorites than 
the reſt, and went with them to a high mountain, which 
is generally thou ht to have been the mountain of Tha- 
5 in Galilee. He there compoſed himſelf to pray in 


+ 'their-preſence, and as be prayed, his body was trans- : 
ſigured into the appearance of a glorified body. His 


ſace ſhone with reſplendent brightneſs, like the ſun, 


+ and: his garments became white as. ſnow... Moyſes and 
Elias appeared at the ſame time, and diſcourſed with 


him upon the ſubject of his future Paſfion in Jeruſalem. 


Saint Peter, in a tranſport of joy at what he ſaw, cried 
out, Lord, it is good for us to remain here; if thou wilt, ; 


let us make three tents, one for thee, one for Moyſes, 


. and a third for Elias. And as he was ſpeaking, behold S 
a ® bright-ſhining cloud ſpread itſelf over them, and from 


+ the cloud” iſſued forth a voice, ſaying, This is my be- 


loved Son, hear ye him. The three Apoſtles. at, the 
_ found fell] proſtrate on their faces, and remained trembs © 
ling on the ground, till Jeſus came, and with a gentle 
touch, bade them riſe, and not fear. He then went 
down with them from the mountain, but ſtrictiy cbarg- | 
ed them not to ſay a word of what they had ſeen, e | 


ſon of man ſhould be riſen from the dead. 


This myſterious transſiguration of our Lord was one 
. of the-means. he made aufe of 'to confirm the faith of his 
| \ and to convince- them in a manner the moſt. | 

ſenſihle of his divinity: and in effect Saint Peter has 


mentioned it in one of his Epiſtles, as a convincing evi- 


dence of that eternal truth. Jeſus Chriſt, by exhibiting 
do his favorite Apoſtles. the figure of a glorified body, 


was pleaſed to give them a: foreſight of that .happy 
Wor the bodies of his EleRt ſhall put on at the 


general 
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general reſurredion. By that he inſpired. them with 
eſh zeal in his ſervice, by that he animated them with 
new courage to undertake and ſuffer great things for his 
holy name, by that in fine he ſhowed them, how tranſ- 
cendent the glory is of chat ſapernataral happincle, 
which, ſhall reward the light and momentary tribalations, 
that the juſt here undergo. for God's fake. 


, - ” 4 
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$ XXXIUI. A Child tbe model. of humility, Mat, 8. 

A. D. 33. AS our bleſſed Saviour came down from 
mp Abs 1, of the mountain, he ſaw actoud of people 
; ed round his other diſciples, who were endeavour- 
ing without effect to caſt the , il out of A young. mana, 
brought to them by his father in Jeſus's abſence.) The 
father perceiving Jeſus, as he approached, ran to meet- 
him, and humbly beſought him to have pity on his un- 
happy ſony and to deliver him from the evil ſpirit, that 
tormented him. Jeſus heard, and granted him his peti- 
tion. Then came the diſciples ſecretly to Jeſus, and 
alked, why they had not been able to telieve the young- 
man, ſince he had given them power over the inferoal. 
ſpirits, It was on account of your incredulity. zeplied- 
our Saviour; for if you had but faith, you might move. 
mountains: this kind of devil was not to be removed 
bat by prayer and faſting. They walked on:towards the 
city of Capbarnaum, which for two years had been our: 
Savivur's chief place of refidence.; he {poke to them, as. 
they went along, upon his approaching death and reſur- 
rection. His language was à myſtery to the diſciplea, 
nor did they underſtand what he meant: they began 
ſome other ſubject of diſcourſe, and diſputed apart with, 
one another, which them ſeemed to be the. 
greater man. When they reached Capharnaum, the 
tax - gatherere came 40 Saint Peter, and aſked. hin, if his 
maſter did not pay the tribute money? Saint Peter an- 
ſwered that he did, and went ſtreight to the houſe of his 
maſter's abode. As ſoon as he entered, Jeſus pravontad 
him, and aſked, from whom it was, that a” = . 
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mme earth received tribute # whether from their children, 
or from ſtrangers ? From ſtrangers, replied Peter: the 
children then are free, ſaid our Saviour; but that we 
may not ſcandalize them, Go to the fea, and take the 
firſt fiſh; that comes to hand: upon — mouth, 


you will find a piece of money, which you ſhall pay to 
the officer for us two. In this inſtance, our bleſſed Lord 
inſtructs hie followers to comply with the well regulated 
duties of ſocial life, and to obey thoſe civil powers, that 
are eſtabHſhed for the good of the community. © © © 

- The Apoſtles being met at our Saviour's dwelling, he 
aſked them, what they had been diſputing about, as they 
came along: they made him no anſwer. He therefore 
fat down, called them round him, and in order to ture 
them of their 'vain notions of preferment in his ſervice, 
ſaid, Whoever amongft you would wiſh to become the 
firſt, let him demean himſelf as the laſt, and behave, as 
if he were the ſervant of all. And to give them as diſ- 
tina an idea, as was poſlible, of that humble ſpirit, 
which he defired to infuſe into their ſonls, he brought 
forward” 4 little child, and placing him before them, 
fuld, that antefs they became like unto that little one, 
ey ſhould never enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Hamility is a virtue eſſentially requiſite for ſalvation ;_ 
ant as it is to human pride, it muſt be ftudioufly 
cheriſhed, if we pretend to a place in the kingdom of 
Chriſt. It is of the utmoſt conſequence to check that 
frong inclination, by which we are led to think highly 
of outſelves, to grow impatient of reſtraint, and to run 
after every object, hieh either flatters our vanity or feeds. 
our ambition. The only ambition worthy of a Chriſtian 
is to ral the perfection of the Saints by a holy life, to 
alm at u crown' of immortal glory amongſt the Angele, 
and to _ to the happineſs of being exalted by our 
heavenly Father in his kingdom. We are born and 
have been baptized for- greater things, than ta become 
Raves t6 the baſe ons ot corrupt nature. However 
ning may be talents, wealth and titles, Which 
rakes due man appear greater than another in the eyes 


5 i 


we” * * . 1 1 — + 7 
N oft » 4 43 $4", ts. i. 1 
* 


>, LY? | 4 Fo 4 79 » if 
* 


— — 


— — —_ — — — 
> — -D 
— .. . ˙—-»7˙¾?;N — 


6 " HISTORY Or THE: 
of his fellow creatures, it is humility, it ig charity, 


and the other Goſpel virtues, which conſti tute the ea,“, 


| neſs of a Chriſtian, and render him truly great in 
the fight of God. The compariſon of a little child. as 
it is applied by our bleſſed Saviour, ftrikes at the-rpot 
and checks the very ſap of pride. To enable us to form 
ſome judgment of -ourſelves, and to ſee What plate We 


deſerve amongſt the followers, of Jeſus Chriſt; let us look 


into our hearts, and there ſearch for the diſpoſitions o 
the tractable little child. Humility of ſentiments, in- 
nocence of manners, a docile ſubmiſſion and obedience 
to God in his ſubſtitutes and precepts muſt form the cha- 


racter of every Chriſtian, who means to enter thro? the 


1 - bl - 
' narrow gate into everlaſting life. + 4 ob 2 
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d XXXIV. The ten tepers. - Luke 1711 


| | n Sd date; 
A. D. 33. THE feaſt of Tabernacles being near, the 
4. 4 Apoſtles preſſed their divine Maſter to 
into Judea, and made uſe of arguments to perſuade 
im to it. They con ſidered it as a fair opportuni f 


„ 
ſhowing himſelf at Jeruſalem, and of diſplaying his mi- 


racles to the world; they ſaid, ſome of his followers: - - 
were wavering in their faith and required the evidence : 
of miracles to fix them in his ſervice, - Jeſus had quitted 
udea, as we have ſeen, upon the death of John the- 


aptiſt, and he knew the Jews ſought to put him alſo to 


deatk; he therefore told his Apoſtles, that bis time was 
not yet come, nor would he accompany them 3u 
| his enemies. Wherefore as they wiſhed to be at Jeruſa- 
lem for the beginning of the feſtival, they ſet off with- 
out him: he remained ſome days in Galilee, and then 
ſollowed them, but in a private manner, and unattended. : - 
by any of his diſciples, He paſſed thro' the middle f 
Samaria, and coming to à certain town of the county 
was diſcovered by ten lepers, who ſtanding at a diſtance, 
and raiſing their voice in a ſuppliant manner begged he. 
would have mercy on them. Jeſus, pitying their condi- 
tion, bade them go and ſhow themſelves to the 1 2 


Fd 


| himſelf as a ſtranger in this world, acknowledges every 
 «Qvfi kindneſs as a favour the more W 
Al we | 77 2 | f — 
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vent in obedience to-his command; and in 


Tue 


the way were ſuddenly made clean. Struck at the mi- 


raele one of them immediately began with a loud voce 
to proclaim the praiſes of almighty God, ran back to 
his divine benefactor, and throwing himſelf at his ſeet, 
returned thanks for the bleſſing he had received. Jeſus 
aſked him, if they were not ten, who had been cured, 
and What was become of the other nine? For of them all, 
ſays Saint Luke, this was the only one, who returned to 
ive glory to God, and he was a Samaritan. Jeſus bade 
Ein alte, commended his faith, and diſmiſſed him. 
The reproach, which our bleſſed Saviour caft upon 
the nine lepers for not coming to thank him for the mer- 
cy he had ſhown them, proves how much he is diſpleaſed 
with the vice of ingratitude. Ingratitude, ſays Saint 
Bernard, dries up the fountain of piety, ſtops the flow - 
of divine grace, and hinders the hand of God- from 


_ ſhowering down the favours, he has in ſtore for his de- 


ſerving friends. © No favour from God, ſay the holy Fa- 
thers, ought to be received without the deepeſt ſenſe of 
gratitude-:. gratitude in return for one favour is the ſu- 
reſt way to receive a ſecond. Gratitude is a part of our 


_ Chriſtian duty; it is a pleaſing virtue, and the charac- - 


teriſtie of a good heart. It is not enough to obſerve a 
ſilent reſpect for our benefactors, or to content ourſelves 
with the inward ſatisfaction, we feel upon ſome ex- 
traordinary. favour- they have done us, The nine un- 
grateful lepers were undoubtedly ſenſible of the notice, 
which Jeſus Chriſt had taken of them, admired his'good- 
neſs and rejoiced at their cure. But they returned no 
ublic thanks, they ſhowed no exterior ſigns of a grate- 
ul heart, their memory is therefore branded with inſa- 
my to future ages, that Chriſtians may from thence con- 
cave a juſt horror of ingratitude, which renders them 
odidus o God and man. Happy is the man, ſays Saint - 
Bernard, who is never weary in returning thanks to God 
for. the daily benefits he receives; -who, conſidering 
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oon it may be his mitfortune to commit. If we etpett 
1 to be treated with lenity in our misfortunes, we ſhould 
not forget to ſhow that lenity to others. Lenity is one 
FW the moſt effectual methods to make the delinquent 


nfible of his fault. The lenity;” that Jeſus: Chrift ſhow- 


ed on the occaſion, had withont douht'a' more ſalutary 
effect upon the adultreſs's mind, than all the ſeverity of 
the Moſaic law. It is the ſpirit of Tenity and charity. 
which the Church in imitation of her Spouſe has adopt- 
ed with regard to her children; ſhe turns her back upon 


none, however grievous their ſins may be; ſhe behiolds 


repentance. 


them with the eye of a tender mother, the invites them 
to their Chriſtian duties, ſhe ſtands with open arms to 
© receive the penitent, and abſolves them from their guilt, 
the moment ſhe is aſſured of the füncerity of their 
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4. b. 33. On bleſſed Saviour; having flenced'tho 


Scribes and Phariſees by an anſwer, 


n | they did . not expect, continued his inſtructions to the 


people, and expreſsly told them, that he was the light 
| of the world, and that no one, Who followed him, ſhould 


Walk in darkneſs. | He expoſtulated with his enemies, 
hy they ſhowed ſuch ſpite, and uſed ſuch" violence 
- againſt him, Is there one amon 


ſt you, ſaid he, who 


enn convict me of having done eviſ? If you are the de- 
- Kcendants of 1. Why do you not perform” the 
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God; for who is of God, heareth the worde of God. 


© works of Abrabain ? 
truth to you, why do you not believe me? why do you 
ſeek my life? Abraham did not fo. Abraham your 
father was exceeding glad to ſee my day of coming into 
"the world ; for before Abraham had a being, Tam. I 
come from above; I am not of this world; b 
PFiather, who is with me; T always do his will, and'f] 
the truths, be hath imparted to me. But you undies 
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The Jews in anſwer reviled him with abuſive language, 
aud togk up; ones to throw at him. | But. Jeſus with- 
drew from their preſence, and retired out of the Tem- 
Tabs as he paſſed Hong, ſaw a beggar, who bad 
been blind from his birth. The diſciples aſked him, to 
What cauſe; whether to the man's own, or to his parent's 
ſin, his blindneſs was to be attributed? Neither to the 
one nor the other, replied our Saviour, but that the glo- 
ry of God may be manifeſted in his cure: I am the light 
of the world. Having ſaid that, he ſpat upon the ground, 
and with his ſpittle moiſtened the duſt into clay, Which 
he ſpread upon the eyes of the blind man, bidding him 
go and waſh in the pool of Siloe. The man went and 
wWaſhed, and came back ſeeing: and it was the Sabbath. 
day. The miracle was * ly divulged thro' the city, 
and became the ſubject of public talk. Every one, who 
| had known the man, and had ſeen him fit begging in 
the ſtreet, was curious to aſk him, in What manner he 
had recovered his ſight, His anſwer was, that a certain 
man, called Jeſus,' had made clay with his | ittle, had 
- anointed his eyes, and ſent him to waſly in the pool of 
. -Siloe 3 that he went and waſhed, and'ſaw. The man 
| was carried before the Phariſees, to whom he gave the 
- . Tame account. 'The Phariſces were unwilling to believe 
tze fact, which was ſo mach to Jeſus's honour # f 
20 e upon it: ſome ſaid, that no good 
man would ever have made clay upon the Sabbath, 
While others more juſtly obſerved, that none but a good 
man could give ſight to the blind. They aſked the man, 
What he thought of the perſon, who had cured bim. 
He is undoubtedly a Prophet, replied the man. Pro- 
voked at his anſwer, they pretended to call the miracle 
in queſtion, and to doubt, whether he had been ever 
blind. They ſent for his parents, of whom they defired 
to know, whether this was their ſon, Who is ſaid to have 
been born blind, and how he came to ſee. The parents 
being afraid of being brought to trouble on that account, 
anſwered with great caution: they only ſaid, that he 
was their ſon, and had been born blind; but 3 
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n; but as for this man, we know. not fro ag 

"That is truly wonderful, anſwered t Deep _ 
ou know he hath opened mine eyes, Which he cou 

ve done, unleſs he were from God ; for God grante 

not ſuch favours to finners. For from the beginning g 
the world it hath not been beard. £ any man ever 

ppened the eyes of one horn blind: and unleſa thi 

were of God, he could not do any thing. The Phari 8 
upon that obſerved no farther meaſures with him ; they 
curſed ham for pretending to teach them, and, call him 
out of the Synagogue. Jeſus hearin ; 3 157 5 
which was caſt upon the poor man 
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+A FTER the care of the blind man, Saint 4. D. 33. 
£X cha; e. &, relates what our bleſſed © © 
Saviour told the Jews relatively to bis Church, which he 
repreſents as u conpre believers, called 9 
by himſelf into one fold. | Into this fold uo one en 
but by him, who is the door, Jefus Chriſt himſelf: he 
is the ſovereign paſtor of our fouls ; he has fpared no la- 
bour in ſeeking that,” which was loft; he has ſacrificed 
kis'eaſe; and hid down his life for the ſalvation bf his 
ſock, He therefore calls himſelf the good ſhepherd, 
who with the teriderneſt of a father watches over and de- 
fends his fold, white the mercenary hireling flies at the 
approach bf danger, and abandons, his flock to be diſ⸗ 
Per ſed and worried by the wolf. He continues the alle: 
gory, and ſpeaking bf other ſheep, who were tb enter 
and compoſe his fold, which he makes bat one under 
one ſiepherd; he ſpecifies the character of docility and 
_ 6bediefice, which diſtiogaiſnes his flock from every other 
Nock; and fays; that they Who are his, khow his voice, 
and. follow: itz that he knew them, and they know 
him ; that he calls mem by name, and they obey; that 
he goes before che; knd they follow. Having ihus ins 
extrated that muted duty, which ſubfiſts between the 
Siritval ſnepherd und His flock, dur bleſſed Saviour next 
explaihs the nature of that univerſal charity, which links 
all men together, and makes them neighbours do one 


A ductor of the Law cane up, and with an aſfuming 
air aflted him, What was the great commandment of th 
Law ? Jeſus anſwered with his uſual brevity, that it 
to love God above all things, and his neighbour as him- 
Elf. And who is my neighbour, replied the doctor f 
{fas anſwered him in the following parable: A certain 
e traveller 
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traveller being on the way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, 
fell intoꝰthe hands of chieves, Who after having robbed 
him, grievouſſy wounded and left him half-dead upon 
the ground. A prieſt was accidentally travelling the 
fame way, found the man lying in that condition, 
made no iſtoꝑ nor offer to aſiſt him. A Lovite pa ſſed by 
ſeon after, and ſhowed as little feeling as the prieſt. At 
laſh came. a Samaritan, - who being moved with chmpaff- 
on for the poor man in that forſorn ſituation, went to 
his relief, dreſſed and tied up his woundöe, conveyed; bim 
to a public | houſe, recommended him to the hoſt, and 
gaye him money to procure 2 thing neceſſary for his 
rgcovery... Now, which. of -theſe..three {Femeth, to thee;, 
ſaid our bleſſed Saviour,,to have been a neighbour tothe 
oded traveller? It was he, e lied: the 
| Jofioy, who. gaye him his aſſiſtance. — ay — 
joined our Saviour, and do thou in the like manner. 
From this. inſtance it that a follower of . Jeſus 
Chriſt is not to reſtrain his charity, or to exclude any 
man in diſtreſs from the acts of his benevolence. No 
matter, what his country may be, or what his profeſſion 
ia life: he is created according ta the image of God, he 
is redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, and his preſent ne- 
. ceſlity claĩms a right to our aſſiſtance, if we are ahle to 
give it. Charity is compalſionate.and benign; it is not 
confined to a particular kingdom or climate, nor appro- 
priated to any one ſet of men excluſive of another; it 
embraces all mankind. The charitable Samaritan 9 
ſooner found his neighbour in W he went to 
his relief; not content with a harren pity, ſuch as the 
Prieſt and Levite might have felt,” he opt to comfort 
and, aſſiſt bim: he fet aſide every other buſineſs for the 
preſent moment, and exerted his charity at the hour it 
- was wanted; the next hour might have been too lat . 
The opportunity of doing good, is never to be neglect. 
ed a work of mercy well timed is doubly acceptable 


- Þoth;to God and man. " 
_— th to b d an m "Q* \ as 28S: 1 . 4 & Fx S154 
1 4423. £' IF $5. £44834 84 ot 1 n 
= Yrs ©} 4 5 2 | 1721 
4 FT 1 * > , - 1 e 5 + © * 11 * 14 * 1 16 * . © } ? ld . 
2 a ö . © . * — * 9 20 c 1 : * 


* T ÞF 
. 


$ XXXVII, 


NEW TESTAMENT 33 


; „dds OF mis} 913 Nen n 4 18.9 136 529i 12315 
woe XXVII. Martha and Mary." Lets lo. 1 
£09 0 dende 5 n 


Bremens e eb Apollles, . out 4 . 33. 
bleſſed Saviout had choſen from tbe 
number of his followers, he choſe alſo — bee 
who are known by the ſpecial name of diſciples,” Theſe 
he Hkewife employed, tho® in an inferior degree, as his 
oadiutore in doing good to men. Ie ſent chem before 


bim two and two together to the different places, which 
ne intended to viſit, © They faithfully" a — them- 
ſelves of their e functions wichour: eing jealous 


of the twelve; who had been raiſed to à ſtation above 
them. They are the prototypes of thoſe ihferior mini- 
5 ſters 3 in che Church, who with due ſubordination to their 
copal ſuperiors have their ſhare in the work of the 
holy mipiſtry, according to the rank and power, which 
is given them. The ſeventy two Diſciples were ſent by 
their divine Maſter with a power to preach, to caſt out 
devils, and to cure diſeaſes. On a certain occaſion they 
rb or with great joy to tell him, that in virtue of his 
name the impure ſpirits were ſubject to them, "Our: 
Me ed Saviour ſaw the ſpark of vanity, which was riſing 
in their hearts; and checked it immediately by telling 
them, that he had ſeen! Satan fall like a flaſh of lightning 
from heaven: 1 have given you the power, ſaid he, 
work miracles,” but do not rejoice on that account; re - 
joice that your names are written in the book of life. 
Von are happy in _—_ 9833 to ſee and hear the” 
things, you do; many of the Prophets and ancient kin 
wiſhed" for the ſame privilege, but had it not. Jeſus 
then by a ſpecial im ee of the Holy Ghoſt returned” 
thanks aloud to his Father for having revealed to the 
humble theſe ſublime myſteries, which - were hidden 
from the proud and wiſe. After he had finiſhed theſe 
diſcourſes, he retired into a certain town, where he was 
received by Martha, the ſiſter of Mary. 'Theſe-two ſif- 
ters lived together in Bethania, and often, as it ſeems, 
had the 9 of being viſited by our bleſſed Saviour. 


0 Mary 
1115 r. * K 
* 
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tary p laced herſelf at his lacred feet, and there Glently 
iſiencd, 40 ther ohe, he ſpoke. While Marcha was -buſi-. 
ly employed 44 med an in omething for him to gat. 


Martha was Gp ſed, at Mary tor 8 the 
work alone, aud, made. ber, e — Bal „eds, 


ſus was, af from Bae le. 
wn ang to the word of G Abt Tele —— fence: 
. Martha, and ſaid, that we herſelf ewe 
ceſlary — while Mary. has . choſen; the; het 
which, ſhould.not- be taken from her. I ling v1 ft: 
e e ae Fathers conclude, that tho ' ſome 
muſt neceſſarily apply themſelves to the external worke 
of charity, and jute, without which ab ſociety can be 
maintained, they nevertheleſs arg the moſt happy, who: 
paſs: their days in holy retirement, free from the cares of 
warldly buſineſs, and employed in the. exerciſes of a ſpi· 
ritual life. ,, Nothing in appearance conld be more be- 
coming the ſetvaat of Jeſus. Cbriſt, than t prepare bim 
a repalt; yet Shtiſt preferred, the repoſe of Mary to the 
loyment of Martha. One ching is neceſfary, ſaid. 
Jabs ta Manthe, and that the Saints haus conhdered 72. 
ſpoken to themſelves. To ſays their douls, 7 th 
was the only neceſſary thing, they had to do, and that N 
ſtrove to do wich all their might. Whatever elſe des 
to draw their attention from that necęſfary buſineſs, | 
they either carefully avoided, or made ſubordinate toit. 
They were careful to ſanctify the works! of an active Ne 
with. a pure intention, they joined the two fi ſters to- 
gether ; the activity of Martha, and the prayer of Mary, 
was their alternate exerciſe”; thus they always kept the - 
eſſential point in view, and thus they happily ſucceeded... 
ia that ohe, that. important, and (Aw: e ne 
for. tar kg 1 math 44,1887 64 | 
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8 Xxx. Fahy of riches. At foro 12, e! 
4. 55 33», Q® eee 
his approbation of a, contemplative 
lite in the perſon of Mary LEI declared the ad- 
vantage 


NN TY mY AME 657 
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in the exertifes of 4 Aeli, | 
ciples in the method of praying, 125 in a ſet form No 
wotds made for their dai y "a thoft haly prayer, whick 
is en ey. ed LIT he moreover told them, how, 
it was to pra 1735 75 Into tem! 17 4 whit 
74 Hr to 1 755 ont Ha lively fairh, an 72 
ter ey to knock and tens ar 6 — Y 
thi} petition for that ty Father wit refuſe” t Wi, bg. 
thivg, which. the PA ſhall ak in his name. K 15 
the nüme of Chriſt our Savigur, fays St: Adin, is tha 
which has eternal ſalvatiön for its objec, "A pettti6n. 
for ihe ſuperffuous goods of life, for Power, wealth, or 
hbjiours Werefore if hot the petition, "Which CHAR ba 
fomifed MalFbe 7 tante. Saen thinks oſtepet binder 
(vation, tha OBOE "They  paturally. gon. 
rt bur pride, and fürniſh fe love with every. material | 
its dn indulgence. Therefore it is not for Tuch 
things, that out bleſſed Sayjdur would, have his itz. 
ples pray; they are beneath the Wich ot a ee, | 
220 B . thoughts fixed open the endleſs j6 mA 
Reaven Be not anxious, as the Gentiles are, 1a) 3 he, 
abour your ray ment or your food. hi Id che birds 


che air, and the lilies, of the field, The Bas 'provi- 
ende of the Father; watches over vou; be k hows 
watits; ond will fupply them: abe it your firſt e. „ 
ſerds aud Kotiour him. Bewate of all coyeguſhels, 
it is not in the enjoyment of 4 0 po e 1 ; 
the ha pets of life "confilts. * n_coofirmation 9 {1 
trath, ks! ſed the ik of a rich man, . whip 8 
1 be plan 4 I crops, that his T2nds' prod ced," 7 
s to: know, What he ſhould de wit ng 
| * I manage, ſaid he to himſelf, and whe am "Fo of 
ſtore up my heaps of corn? Why, this will 1 ur I will 
pull down my preſent -barns,. and build x 
There I will lay up my Rores, and ſay * my 1 
Behold, my ſoul, thou haſt great plenty o puter. 
— aber goods to laſt ches for . . enjoy 
rw YL Lab: 9p Py, W 
ne K 2 
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1 fich Fol, thy ſoul all be taken from thee this 
Ar * night}' and who'then ſhall poſſeſs thy treaſures ?:. 
nt 17 robots bleſſed — — ſhows his followers, 
folly it is to place their! happineſs in the enj 
ment of "worldly wealth.” Riches, that may, be. 4 
any hour, and maſt de pafted with in 7 — cannot 
make a 'Chrillianchappy they may flatter his ſenſes for 
* FR they cannot diele the cravings of an im 
"The rich man is ſtiled a fool by our bleſſed Sa 
5 not becauſe he had acquired bis riches by any undue 
methods; bot becauſe e himſelf with the thought 
E enjoying them for many years, little thinking that 
death Was to ſnatch him from them that very night. If 
Ohriſtians did but oftener reflect u pon the moment, which 
ſooner or later muſt ſeparate them from all their worldly 
* cotinexions, they would-leatn to turn their thoughts 10- 
Wards heaven, and to fix their deſires on thoſe eternal 
'Fiches, which nothing can take away. But unfortuna 
for them, the mortality of their preſent ſtate; and the un 
certain hour of their departure kence is ſeldom the ſub- 
ject of their reſlections. No one ſcarce conſiders it, ag 
- he ought : : and vet it is a conſideration the moſt obvious, 
und | moſt rofitable. Jeſus Chriſt knew the importance 
+ of it, and as his'defire is, that all men ſhould be ſaved 
he commands all to be conſtantly upon the watch, Tt 


hey chance to be ſurpriſed by death, as by a thief in the 


-phyht.- One of the moſt ſalutary practices of trae piety. 
[5s to entertain the mind with a frequent meditation of 

death; jt was the: practice of holy-David 3 I meditated 
ſayt de, in wy heart, and 10 5 ms 7 Thad 
NI N & ve. ide . N . 
188. . © 18 N 15 . y 
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. D. 33. E Son of God, 3 bad a exhort- 
$ eg ©! (11171 men to/repentance,' was pleaſed to 
5080 by eren parables, how: acceptable the zepent- 
elles n 18 to God, "ad ow Joy it givenagthis 
quo} . n 
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Pleſſed citizens. of heaven. At. one time he expreſſes it 
by the joy of a ſhepherd, ho has recovered his loſk ſheep, 
and at another by the joy of a woman calling her neigh- 
bours to come and congratulate with her for having found 
the piece of money ſhe had loſt. But the moſt expreſſive 
and moſt moving compariſon, qur bleſſed Lord. makes 
upon the ſubject, is that of the prodigal ſon, A certain 
man, ſays he, had two ſons: the youngeſt of them was 
eager: to become his on maſter, and aſked his father to 
give him the fortune, that fell to his ſhare. Being in- 
dulged in his, requeſt, be left his father's houſe a few 
days after, and . travelled into a foreign country. He 
there fell. into bad company, and by his prodigality and 
debauchery Joon ſpent his fortune. From a ſtate of afflu- 
ente and. caſe he ſunk into the oppoſite extreme of pover- 
and want; and what added to his miſery, the coun- 
by was ſorely pinched with famine. To ſave himſelf 
[from ſtarving he was compelled: to look out for ſervice, 
apd actually hired: himſelf to a man, who ſent him to 


take care of his ſwine at a farm-houſe. His condition 


there was truly lamedtable; for no body gaye him any 
ing to eat, and he was reduced to the neceſlity of feed- 
ing upon the huſes, which were thrown to the ſwige. 
"The wretchedneſs of his fituation made him begin to. 
think; he entered into himſelf, and in the anguiſh of his 
heart exclaimed; Alas l how many ee are there, 
Who abound with plenty in my father's houſe, while I 
am; here periſhing with hunger ! I will, riſe and return 
to my father. I will confeſs to him the grievouſneſs of 
. my. offence, I will on myſelf no longer worthy of being 
ealled his ſon, and will offer myſelf to be admitted ps. 
one of his menial, ſervants. With thoſe ſentiments 0 
humility and ſorrow, he roſe up and returned towards 
his father's houſe, His father ſaw him coming, when 
he was yet a great way off, and being moved to tears 


of joy and compaſſion at the ſight, ran to meet and em. 
| him. Covered with _confuſion,” and penetrated. 
with keen remorſe ſot having departed from ſo good a 
father, the ſon cried out 1 Father, I have ſinned againſt 


Heaven: and before yon 1 
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ng longer delerve to be called 
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give, but alſo to reſtore him to his former favour.” The 
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your ſon, Sock, unfrigned marks of a contrite and hum- 


yants were ordered to bring forth the richeſt robe for 
his attire, to put a ring upon his finger and ſhoes upon 
his feet. The fatted calfwas killed; And great rejoicings 
made upon the oceafion. "The elder fon, who had been 
aut in the field, heard the muſit and diiiginy, as he dime. 
near the houſe, and aſking one of the ſervants what It 
meant, was difpleaſed and refuſedto yo in. His father 
went out to invite him; the young man's 8 
raiſed; and thus he expreſſed it to his father: 1 have 
been always dutiful to you, ſaid he, I have never diſo- 

d. your commands, and yet you have newer given 
me ſo; much as à kid to make metry with my frisnde; 


Mhereas this your ptofligate wu, who has ſquandered hie 


fabftance away with harlots, no ſooner appears; than the 


fatted calf is killed for his entertainment. Son, replied” _ 
the father, thou art always with me, und alk I have 1s 
rhine. But it was fitting. we ſhould thus rejoice for thy 


Yrother, ſince he was dead, and is come to life again hee 


Was loſt, and is ound. SF 10” cg Of! 
This parable is ſo fully expteflive of what it i meanʒt 


| 95 n athers, that nothing more can 
be added to it. 


add Tue wretchedneſs, that folldws an ubar=; - 
doned ſinner, and the ſatisfaction, that accompanies/a true / 
penitent, are fully diſplayed: -- The unfbrtungte young 
man. no ſooner became ſenfible of the alen We 
was in, than he reſolyed to quit it. He bad foolihly 


_ departed from his father's hovſe ; he was admonithed: of 


his folly by the, misfortunes, he fell into: 'conftiour of 
his guilt, he repented and e is father With a 
firm putpoſe never to ſtray from him amy more, Let us 
riſe Fon the Rate of ſin in the fame manner, let us re- 
turn to God with all our hearts, and we ſhall experience”: - 
the, fame mercy from our heavenly Father, who t#nderty: -: 
Joves us. Let us only repent like the ge Dr 
havinglett our Father's Houſe, and we ſhall Ake Rim rü 


jolcg te ſer qurſelyes feſtored to our former ſtate of fate 


: con U. 
uũon, 


and friendſip with Almighty God. To the 


NEW TDSTANE NN 6 


fukon,, which may attend an humble conſeſſion of our 
Zuilt, 2 peace and pleaſing joy, which vo nn 
emo ment the world can we. + 15 3 l uc Wy 
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4. D. 33. O® bleſſed Saviour on a former 6cca- 
e ſion having declared, how hard it Was 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
ſhows in the parable of a rich gluttan, what miſery a 
man entails upon himſelf by an abuſe of riches. There 
was, a rich man, ſays. he, clothed with purple and fitk,” 

who ſeaſted ſumptuquſly every day. Betore his door lay 
a; poor; man, Whoſe: name was s, full ef fores,' 
begging-for. the ſcraps, which fell from his table, but 
which.no one had the charity to give him, The d "I 
came and licked the beggar's ſores; which be patiently. 
mitted them to do, humbly ſubmitting: to reteive 
Hate ver comfort, it pleaſed, God to ſend him in hib * 
fer g. aarus bore bis. pains with patience he made 
no complaint, nor did he murmur. at the treatment de 
2 from man. Death ſoon put an end to hig af. 
ictions 3 hig ſoul, being purified by the ſafferings, he 
ſo 


had patiently borne, was carried by Angels into g 
* ham's bpm. The zich man died alig: but as bis Gage” 
during life had been different from that of Lazarus, ſo 
buried in the deep abyſs of hell, from whence lifting up 
doſom. From the midſt of tormenting flames he called 
upon Abraham, begging of him to compaſſtonate his 
ſufferings, and to let Lazarus come to his felief Being 
exquiſitely tormented by the piercing fire; he aſked for 4 
_ drop of water to cool his tongue. Abraham bade Him 
remember, * A mote N hbimſelf in the 
enjoyment of good things during life, While Lazarus had 
been beſet with A RE Lazarus was ym & 
fore now comforted, and he tormented. Thus not being; 
able us obtain ſo much 4c the ſmolleſt comfort for T7 e 
an | 7 . 
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ſelf RE Gefired Abrabam to let Lazarus 


is to ſhow N tot 
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Aeg s, 
father“! houſe; and admonim his five brothers; who wers 
ſtill living, left they might alſo come into the ſame place 
of torments. T hey have Moyſes and the Prophets for 
their inſtruction, {aid Abraham; if they Will not hearken 
to them, neither will they believe, "the! way drr 
to them from the dea. AIR 07 785 
"Ai thi parable our bleſſed: Saviour beben ber 
ppoßte terms, to which a different uſe of God's crea- 
tares leads the different claiſes'of mankind.” By a mi- 


taken world afflictions are ſtiled the evils of life, "tho" 


to the humble Chriſlian they pave the u y towards ende 
leſs happineſs,” while riches are eſteemed a 1 ple tho” 
ſo dangerouſly connected with feat miſery.” The Tuffer-" 
ings of Lazarus were ſhort ; the Joy, that'ſucceeded; was 
. The momentary pleaſures of the rich mad were 
but the prelude to everlaſting torments. After death he 
found as little pity from Abraham, às Lazarus in life hat 
ſound from him. "The time of mercy was then no more. 
Hap Happy: are the ſuffering poor, if they are'only careful to 
e advantages, ich their humble 1 185 gives” 
weth for their improvement in virtue, "A «poverty with” 
all its attendants borne in longauimity aud patience is a 
ſource of endleſs bleffings for the world to come. 1 . 
py are the affluent rich, if they make nor a Chriftian 
bt what they have received. To comfort the dittret 
and to help the needy is the pririlege of beibg rich } ah 
happy they, who ſo uſe their privilege * the 559 6 draw 
upon themſelves the com pave of their heavenly F e | 
eee ee 
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A. v. 33 119 the chair of Moy les, lid bf biel⸗ 
ſed Saviour to the people, fit 

Scribes ae Phariſees ; therefore whatever they mall 

tell yu to do, obſerve and do it; but according to theit 

works do ye not; for their works correſpond not witk 

yy words, Full of themſelves they oek the firſt places 

L 
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at all pchlic entertainments, they love. 20. be. ſaluted in 

the ſtreets, and affect to be called Rabbi; if they perſorm 

the external works ef the Lam, 35 ig they Ay be 

? within. ; give..alms B 

N why TENT . Dy 
care to let others Font it; if 1 Pray It, it 4 47 2 2 

ners of. the ſtreets blic places, tha 

them. It is ag pink ack L laical hy poeriſi Fax 52 7 8050 


blaſſed Lord cautions 1 tells them to | 
content with being ob good, 10 ſeek, the APProe.. 
d of their beavenly card geo: who ſees the hidden. in- 


tention of their wy to let the light of their good. 
s, be, no farther ſeen in public, than e 222 
in thereby to imitate the good they ſee, an 
| 9 d . glory thereof to God ; he therefore recommend 
x o. be chearful —— they faſt, not to boaſt 
72 3 or make an ce ih ſhow, of eie m5 
— 4 Apa 1 8 220 pride of thoſe, who OY. h 1 
. con of themſelves, While 7 f 
* A. r the R ha. bi 
L. 7551 Publican. Two men, {; e ig te . 
2 15 2 Bay. the one» Pr, che ather a ub 
Phat ſee landing bolt barrel o 86 gave thanks.) 
1 God, becauſe, unlike to the re 
ag extortioner, nor a thief, nor n 
no bach Fr even. the Publican behind him; but that he, 
Folie. 1 Ws 8 n paid the tythes of all . 
poſi 5% ith very different ſentiments from th 


5 Püblican figod far below : conſcious of his unworthi- . 

neſs, he durſt not fo much 4s lift up his eyes. to heaven ; 

* knocked his breaſt, and only ſpoke theſe words: O 
mere iful to me a ſinner. 

wes 8 Lids propoſed the parable, Jeſus Chiit'de. 


| ow, di ifer nt, his thoughts are from ours, | 
1 75 is yd Juc dgments ow ve . of #3 254 
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ee ee ie 
? . tenen I 1 * ness mag * | F * 
ave ſeemed, an abjedi of conteript ; his humilfty ten 
dered him acceptable tg Jeſus Chriff 1 . embraces 
> humble, and rejects, the proud. Humility Oe 
þ _ Ya "3-4" US ” «1+ *2 +} 
foundation of Cbriſtian piety ; without humility every 
Other virtue is no, mote than how. a glittering appear- 
.ance, of ſomething good without the reality. * A prayer 
dictated by pride bregma a fin in the Phariſee ;, praye 
united with an humble contrition of heart juſtified {4 
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ir Hebiaw, people em "the Hine of 4, U. J 
115 | 8 OV patriarch Abraham were the A . 
«only. happy nation, which Almighty God had adopted 
for. his own,., which,.as a choſen Vineyard, he had fenced 
in with. wholeſome laws, and cultivated with peculiar 
cars. What conld 1 do, more for my vineyard, which I 
. have, not dane, ſays he by the mouth of his Prophet? I 
expected ĩt ſhould produce me grapes, and, it has yielded 
nothing but wild and four fruit. The maſter Far his 
, ſervants, at different times to the dreſſers of his vine- 
- yard, as it is in the parable, to àdmoniſh them of their 
duty; they. abuſed and beat his ſervants ; he ſent to them 
his only ſor, and him they caſt out, and barbaroufly put 
. todeath. What had the maſter then todo with thoſe wicked 

murderers, ſays our Saviour, but to deſtroy them in their 
turn, and to, ſet out his vineyard to other huſbandmen 
more induſtrious and faithful? O Jerufalem,. Jeruſalem, 
who haſt killed the Prophets, and haſt ſtoned to death 
thoſe, who were ſent to thee, thou muſt anſwer 
blood, thou baſt unjuſtly, ſpilt; the day will come, when 
thy enemies ſhall ſurround and caſt thee down, nor of 
thy ſlately buildings fhall they leave ſo much as 0 
ſtone upon another. From {bis incredulgus and peryerſe 

-.genezation the kingdom. of heaven ſhall be taken away 
. and. given. to a nation, which Tall yield the fruits there- 

ol in due ſeaſon. To confirm this promiſe made in fa- 

vour of his Church, which after the reprobation of the 

Jews 
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was to ile vl amongſt the Gentiles, or bleſſed 
few oke;the followin 8 afble;-+ © 45! 4 
The kingdom of heaven; 4 he, 15 Hke to the maſter 
of a fümihy; Who went out betimes in the morning t 
hire workmen for his vineyard. © He agreed withithem;- 
what wages they ſhduld have, and Fer” them td works. 
About the third hour of che day he went out again, and 
fading others'ſtanding in the market: — idle, he A 0 
them alſo" to "$0 into his vineyard, pron 9 
recompeuſe proportionable to his Ver e did the 
ſame'at the ſixth and ninth hour of the day. Goiag our 
moreover” about evening, and meeting with others ſtill 
unemployed, he aſked x hy why” they ſtood / there all 
the day idle? Their anſwer was, hetate no one had hired: 
chem ; he therefore bade them go Hke the reſt into his 
viney ard with a iſe of * g them according 1 
hai deſerts; n the day was over, he command 
hid" Steward to call the workmen together, and pay the 10 


their hire. The laſt comers were called upon in the fir 
place, and tho' they had worked but one hour, received 
each of them the ſame wages, as the maſter had romiſed 
to the firſt, They, who ad been ſet to work in the 
morning, imagining, that When it came to their turn, 
they ſhould receive ſomething more, were much diſap- 
pointed: to find no increaſe made wo the! pay they had 
agreed tor, and received it with great murmuring againſt 
the maſter, Theſe laſt, ſaid they, have worked no 
than at hour, 'and in their pay are made equal: to u 
Who have borne the burden and heat of the daf. Friend, 
faid' che maſter to one of them, T do thee ho wrong. 
Didſt thou not a agree with me for a day's wages? Fakes 
what belongs to and go thy way: It is = WII to 
Live t. ts laſt the fate? 1: gire to thee.” Am 1 net 
maſter in this to do as T pleaſe * Or is thife = to be 
Jeulous, becauſe Iam good-? S0 mall the laſt be firſt, and 
the firſt, laſt, For of the many,” that are called, only 
Kev ure choſen. en 4s l Mr 
This patable has afforded ample ſubjet for the holy 
Fathers tor exhort a ee pin idleneſs, - a 
9978 217 54 * * Ii | An bee ! -dJiſpteaſing 
'L2 : wa vs Dots 
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Gilplesſing to God, and to labour diligently in che af. 

- fair'of — ſalvation. Men are born — — inted to 
labour in the fervice of Almighty God, each one ac- 
cording to his ſtate and calling. Let each one be dili- 

gent in performing that part of the taſk,” which is allot- 
ted him, and he will receive his due tecompenſe; for 

Sod will give to every one according to hie Works. 
However unequally the goods of fortune may ſoem to be 
divided here, we are not to murmur at the 1weet diſpo- 
tion of divine Providence; it is not for this world we 4 

have been created, nor is it in this world, that we expect 

dur reward. The reward of an eternal inheritance — 
is what we expect from God, to whom alone all our ac- 
tions ſhould be ultimately referred. For God in the 
- "next life rewards nothing, but what is done for in 
this. From him alone we receive the power of doing 
A good, and when he rewards us for the good, we have 
Zone, it is not ſo much our deſerts, as his own gifts, | 
that he crowns. | BU] TS: LR... 


N wt : , | 

Ts. the liberty uf his country; and ſhould he ſay, it was not, 
Feng Herod's men were at hand to accuſe him of treaſon 
- againſt the Roman emperor, Liu, to "whom "the 
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ſeetation of his and his father's. glor 1. He ſeemed in no 
haſte to go near him, but remained two days longer in 


— 
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1 lem to condole with her upon her brother's death, Mar- 


2 


God, what. belongs to. Ged. The Phariſees, yelled 
with vexation. to find. themſelves thus baffled, and what 


_ - vexed them ſtill more, . they. ſaw the fame of Jeſus Chriſt 


was increaſing. daily by the miracles be wrought, of 


from the tomb. 


£ 
- 


1 A 7 Ls 2 e dee 
Lazarus was taken dangerouſly ill in Bethania, and his 


© two fiſters Martha & Mary gave notice of it to Jeſus, ho- 
10 Hing that he would come and heal bim: for they knew, 
* 2 Jeſus loved both them and Lazarus. Upon receiving 
#49 meſſage our bleſſed Lord made anſwer, that this 


- fickneſs of Lazarus. was not to death, but for the mani- 


te place, where he was. Lazarus died in the mean 
time. Jeſus then told his diſciples, he myſt return into 
os Tate they endeavoured to diſſuade him from going, 


.11;Where he had lately been in danger of being ſtoned to 
leath. Our friend Lazarus is dead, ſaid he, and I muſt 


to raiſe him up. I am glad for your ſake, I was not 


+ 45 that you may belieye ; but let us go to him. 


Then it was, that Saint Thomas expreſſed a fortitude of 
mind worthy of himſelf and of every follower of Jeſus 


\ Chriſt, Let us alſo, go, ſaid he, and die with him, 
100 ound Jeſus. came with his diſciples to Bethania, he 


id that, Lazarus had been four days in his grave, 


Martha no ſooner heard, that Jeſus was come, than ſhe 
went out to meet bim. Lord, if thou hadſt been here, 


. Taid.ſhe, my brother had not died. Thy brother ſhall 
. riſe again, ſaid jeſus. I know be will riſe in the laſt 
y, replied Martha, and now I alſo know, that what- 
ever thou wilt aſk of God, God will give it thee. I 


— 


iveth and be) 


. nate elieveth in me, ſhall not die for ever. Doeft 
thou believe this? Yes, Lord, anſwered Martha, I be- 
Fee thou art Chriſt the Son of 


ving ſaid that, went to call her filter Mary, who remain- 
ed fitting with her friends, that were come from Jeruſa- 


the 
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am the reſurrection and the liſe, ſaid Jeſus ; he who be- 


the living God, and ha- 
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I tha whiſpered in her ear, that Jeſus was come and called 


> 


for her. Mary quickly roſe up aid went towards him; 
for. Jeſus ſtill remained in the place, where Martha ha 


met him. The Jews, who did not hear what Marthz 


whiſpered, thought that Mary was going in the hurry of 
her grief, to weep over her brother's grave : they roſe' 
up and followed her. When ſhe. came to Jeſus, ſhe 
threw herſelf at his feet, Arb forth a torrent of 
tears, ſaid, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, my brother 
had not died. Her friends around were alſo melted into 
tears; Jeſus likewiſe wept, and was müch troubled,' 
He aſked, where they dan laid him e gehe hin 
to come and ſee, He 1 

to the ſepulchre, which was a vault with a ſtone laid over it, 
Jeſus ordered the ſtone to be taken off; Lord, by this 
time he ſtinketh, faid Martha, for he has” been dea 
four days. Did I not tell thee, replied" our Saviour, 
that if thou believe, thou ſhalt ſee the glory of God. 
They then took the ſtone away; Jeſus lifted his eyes 64 
heaven, and having addreſſed his Father in a mort, but 
fervent prayer, cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,' come 
forth: And preſently he, who had been dead, came 
forth bound as he was hands and feet with winditip- 
bands, and his face tied round with a handkerchief, 
Looſe his bands, ſaid ſeſus, and let him go. 


therefore went groaning in Tpirlt« 


% 


The holy Fathers conſider this reſutreRion of Lazas | 


** o 


rus, as .a figure of the Tpiritual reſurrection of a'fo 
from the ſtate of ſin. Jeſus Chriſt approaches the fitiier 
y his holy grace ; he calls upon him by his voy worry 
e warms him into a fincere regret of his paſt fins ; he 
animates him with a ſtrong purpoſe of amendment by 
ie infuſion of his holy ſpirit ; he unbinds him by the 
wer, which he has given to the miniſters of his Church, 
| 4 bids him go to lead a new life, Such is the woh- 
de work, which the Saviour of our ſouls'prodatet! 
n the order of grace. The tears, the ſighs, de" 
and prayer of Jeſus Chrift at the tomb of Lazarus indi- 
cate the difficulty there is in refuſcitating'4 ſoul; That 
bas been long dead by a habit of mortal R. But bows 
yer great ihe difficulty may be, the inner, who's be 
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rous of life and willing to concur, ought never to deſ- 
"Pair, when be confiders, how powerful and how good his 


tedeemer is. 
RP 2 { 


XV. Zach. Luke 19. 5 
| T Phariſtes were ſoon told of the für- 4. D. 34. 


„ "prifing miracle, Wich ſeſus had per- 
formed in Bethania, and being ſtung with envy at the 
Fang he had acquired thereby, aſſembled in council to 
*Feliberate, . what meaſures they ſhould take againſt him. 
If we let this Man alone, ſaid they, for'they did not 
4 „ er kim by his name, all the world will believe 
in im. The great miracles he does, will draw the 
_ whole nation after him; the jealous Romans will come 
5 "deſtroy us. Upon which Caiphas, 'who was the 
. 1 0 t for that year, took up the diſcourſe, and 
Taid,” You know nothing, neither do you confider, that 
"it is expedient for you,” one man ſhould die for che pev- 
ple, that the whole nation may not periſh. Caiphatin 
© piying this advice to the Jews, faid more than he uhder- 
- do „and in quality of High. prieſt prophefied,' that ſe- 
' Jus ſhould die, to fave all nations of the earth. There- 
fore from that day they watched every opportunity, that 
could forward their iniquitous deſigns, jeſus knew 
their intentions” againſt his life, and walked no longer 
dpenly amongſt them, but retired towards the deſert in- 
"to a town called Ephrem, where he abode with his diſ- 
© Ciples. * His ftay there was not very long: for 1 of 
_ © proaching feſtival. of Eaſter called lim back to Jexuſa- 
lem, Where the Phariſees had already given orders for 
Bis e eee ſoon as he ſhould appear. Our 
© bleſſed Lord took his twelve diſciples apart, and ſaid to 
them, Behold, we are going to Jeruſalem, and the Son 
of Man mall be betrayed to the chief Prieſts, and deli- 
vered to the Gentiles to be mocked, and ſcourged and 
_ * crucified ; and on the third day he ſhall riſe again. He 
© wal foflowed by 4 great multitude,” and when he kitne 
near to 'Fericho;" acheus, a rich and principal man 
A Pay amongſt 


* 


amongſt the. publicans, had a. great deſire to Ga, in... 

Being low of ſtature, and not able to approach N 5 
count of the croud, he ran forward and climbed up into 
a Sycomore-tree, that overlooked. the way. n 


Jeſus came to the place, he looked up, and bade him 


1 . * come down, becauſe he in to abide with 


him that day in his houſe, Whenever God calls, no 
delay is to be made; if his firſt call is not anſwered; he 
may not call again. Zacheus loſt not a ſingle moment; 
he made haſte down, and joyfully received the Son of 


Goad into his houſe. The people were not a little ſur- 


wicked practices, and ſtanding in an humble. poſture 


priſed, and all murmured at ſeeing Jeſus go to the houſe 
of a man who was. a re uted finner. But Zacheus 4 
no longer a ſinner in his heart; he had:renounced his 


= 
- 
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before our Lord, declared the reſolution he had taken, 
of diſtributing one half of his goods to the Pooks and of 
making reſtitution with the other half to. thoſe he had 
wronged, Jeſus upon that prononnced him a true ſon of 
Abraham, and declared him to be in the ftreight path 
to ſalvation, _ re 1 „„ 
The holy Fathers look upon Zacheus as the model of 
a true converſion, To ſome it may ſeem, as if Zachens 
had prevented Jeſus Chriſt, and made. the firſt advances 
towards his juſtification. But in fact Jeſus Chriſt by his 
ſecret graces had firſt touched his heart, and the vifible 
attempts, that Zacheus made of coming to Jeſus, were 
the effects of thoſe invilible defires, which the divine 
mercy had already ſtirred up within him. Zacheus gave 
to the poor no more than one half of his goods, . becauſe 
God accepts not of the alms, which, are not our own to 
give: for as much of the other half, as he had unjuſtly 
acquired, was not his, but the property of thoſe he had 


I = 


wronged. The quadruple ſatisfaction he made to his 


Injured neighbour, is a mark of the fincerity of his re- 

pentance: he ſttuck at the very root of that paſſion, 

which had hitherto been predominant in his heart, * nd 

thereby began his converſion upon a ſolid and laſing 

foundation. When the chief obſtacle, that oppoſes a 

Anner's return to God, is once removed by a fincere 
| ; repentance, 
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tanes, his advancement in virtue becomes eaſy. If 
2 neighbour has been maliciouſly injured, either in „ 

oods' or reputation, he muſt be indemniſfed as far a 
— party has it in his power : kowever diffi- - 
culx che ba may ſeem” to che proud and covetous heart 
of man, the obligation is indiſpenſable: the fin is not ; 
remitted, ſays Saint Auſtin, unleſs reſtitution be _ 
of ene den ene away. | 
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R. bleſſed Saviour advanced from je- 4. D."34; 
richo to Bethania, where he arrived fix '*j 
days before the great feaſt of Eaſter. Lazarus and his 
two ſiſlets received him with great marks of joy and pi- 
ous re and a ſupper Was prepared for him in the 
honfe of Simon the Leper. Martha waited, and Laza- 
vus was one of them, who were at table with him. Ma- 
ry in the interim took a pound of rich and odoriferous 
(pikenard, with which ſhe anointed his feet, and wiped © 
em with her hair.” Judas the traitor murmured at ſuch _ 
wafle, as he was pleaſed to call it, and ſaid ſhe had bet- 
ter have fold the ointment, and ** the price of it N 33 
the poor; but Jeſus commended her piety, and " 
them not moleſt her, fince ſhe had thereby anticipated 
the duty of anointing his body before its burial. The 
report of Jeſus's being come to Bethania was quickly 
carried\to Jeruſalem; and many of the Jews flocked chi- 
ther to ſee not only him, but alſo Lazarus, whom he had 
raiſed from the dead. The Phariſees were more & more 
exaſperated to ſee ſuch honours paid to Jeſus Chriſt; 
they obſerved, that Lazarus was the cauſe, why many by 
were induced to believe in him, and therefore thought 
of puttin him likewiſe to death, Jeſus left Bethania _ 
the next day, and havin; advanced as far as mount Oli- 
vet, ſent two of his Hep les into an adjoining village, 
where he told them, th would find an aſs ſtan ing with. 
ber colt. Untie them, id he, and lead them hither „ 
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ing with her foal ; they untied them, and beidg aſked 
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ny one ſhall affer to hinder or to aſk you queſti- 
ons, tell him, che Lord wants them, and forthwith he 
will let them go. The two diſciples went immediately 
to the village, and found an aſe, as he had ſaid; ſtand- 


by ſome, that were ſtanding by, hy they did ſo, an- 
ſwered, as Jeſus had directed them: no one then offered 
to hinder them, and they brought away the colt, 
ſpread their bee and ſet Jeſus upon the back of 
him, Jeruſalem at that time was thronged with foreign 
Jews, who were' come from different parts to keep the 
feaſt of the Paſſover, Theſe people being informed of 
the wonderful miracles, which Jeſus had wrought, and 
hearing of his approach towards the city, crouded out to 
meet and conduct him in triumph: with branches of 

alms. and olives in their hands, they walked in proceſ- 
Lon before and after him, rending the air with peals of 
joy and acclamations. Then were fulfilled the words of 
Iſaiah, ſaying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold thy 
King cometh to thee” meek” and fitting upon an aſs Some 
ſtrewed the way with their garments, as he chang dong ; 
ſome cut down. boughs. of trees, while the multitudes 
cried out, Hoſanna to the Son bf David ! 1 is he, aubo 

e 


cometh in tht name of the Lord: ' Hoſanna is the big beft 1 


_ 


+ The holy Fathers write in a molt exalted ſtiſe of this 


triumph of Feſus' Chriſt, By this, ſay they, Chriſt antici- 
pated the triumph of his reſurrection, as in his laſt ſup- 
per he anticipated the myftery of his paſſion, In vain 
did the Phariſees and Elders rage, in yain did the Jew- 
iſh chiefs form their cabals againft the Lord, and againſt 
his Chriſt. The people yielded to the force of truth, 
and ran out in ſhoals to grace the triumph and proclaim 
the praiſes of the Meſſiah. Many alſo of the chief” men 
believed in him, but on account of the Phariſees durſt 
not declare their belief, leſt they ſhould be turned out of 


the Synagogue ;. for they loved the glory of men more 


than the glory of God, ſays Saint John. ; 
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S XI VII. Zeal of: Noli Chrip. Alert 31. 


IESUs rode on in triumph amidſt the Joye- A. D. 34. 
ful ſhouts of numerous attendants, till 5851 
came near the gates of Jeruſalem, when the ſight of that 
unhappy city drew tears from his eyes. With tears of 
4 compaſſion he bewailed the blindneſs of a people ſhut- 

ting their eyes . rv the light, which offered-irſelf to 
them: he wept for the misfortune of a city, which would 
not know the day of her viſitation, nor receive the gifts, 
that appertained to her peace: he ſaw her upon the point 
of completing all her crimes. by putting him to 
death, and — the ruin, that ſhould ſoon overtake 
her, in puniſhment thereof. He beheld the-final impe- 
nĩtence of that ſtif-necked people, ſays. Saint Gregory, 
and in the temporal deſtruction of their city, deplored 
the final reprobation of their ſouls. The citizens were 
all in motion at his approach; they afked, who was com- 
ing amidſt ſuch a train of followers, and were anſwered, 
that it was Jeſus, the Prbphet from Nazareth of Galilee. 
Jeſus had no ſooner entered into Jeruſalem, than he went 
to the Temple, which he: found: crouded with tables of 
1 99 ͤ and the chairs of them, who ſold doves. 
He was provoked to ſee ſuch traffic carried on in a place, 
which had been ſolely conſecrated to the divine ſervice, 
and in which nothing ought to be allowed, that did 
ot immediately regard the worſhip: of Almighty God. 
Moved with zeal for his Father's honour, he expreſſed 
a holy anger againſt the profane abuſe, overturned the 
chairs and tables, and drove the buyers. and ſellers away, 
telling them, That the houſe of God was a houſe” of 
prayer, and ought not to be thus converted into a den 
of thieves. og 3 TORE, 
The active zeal, which our meekeſt Saviour ſhowed 
againſt the profanation of his Father's hc 1ſe, ought to put 
every Chriſtian upon his guard againſt all unbeſeeming 
behaviour in the place of divine worſhip, Our Church- 
es are infinitely more holy than the ancient Temple of 
e 2550 10 n Jeruſalem; 
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Jeruſalem; are in a ſpecial manner ſanctiſied by the 
+ preſence of „ who dwells therein, as in his throne ; 
the word of God 18 there read and heard; the praiſes of 
. God are there _ ; the offering of prayer and ſacrifice 
is there made. Wherefore, to frequent thoſe v7 |< w9aee 

with any other view, than that of hunguring the ſfapreme 
Being, to make them the ſeat of idle talk, of jelle, of 
laughter, of curioſity and ſloth, is an abuſe 3 | 
condemned by the holy Fathers, as an-inſult offered:to 


Almighty God in the very Sanctuary. - Jeſys Chriſt; "who 
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- Exerted ſuch zeal for his Father's honour in the Templ. 

- of Jeruſalem, cannot be indifferent to the diſhonour;'that 
is ſhown him in a Chriſtian Church, by the daily irreve- 
- Tences of thoſe, ho profeſꝭ themſelves his followers and 
adorers; nor can we doubt, but he will one day do him- 
ſelt juſtice, and puniſh the offence with the ſeverity it | 
Ei 0 ts ng redone danny n 
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A. D. 34- R bleſſed Saviour, from the time of 
his public entry into Jeruſalem till he 
was betrayed by Judas, ſpent the day in the Temple, 
and about evening retired to Bethania to pray in the 
garden of Gethſemani. The people were up betimes 
every morning to receive him, and to hear his exhorta- 
tions; and ſo diligent were they in their attendance, 
that the Phariſees durſt not preſume to execute the deſign 
they had formed of ſeizing him by open violence. Our 
bleſſed Redeemer, by the force and eloquence of his doc- 
trine, ſought to convince and gain the hearts of his ene- 
mies; but finding them hardened againſt his holy word, 
he confirmed the threat, he had uttered more than once 

before, of n gift of faith from them to the 
. Gentiles, And leſt the Gentiles might grow vain at fee- 
ing themſelves preferred before a people, who for ſo 

many ages had been the favorites of heaven, he took 
care to inform them, that the choice made in their fa- 
vour was npt to be attributed to any precedent. —_ of 
$31 | w* 3 4s eip 
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their own; but to the gratuitous mercy of 


wbo called them; be ſtrongly inculcated the neceſſity 
1 nding with the divine gifts more faithfully, than 
the Jews had done, left like them they might alſo forfeit 
the grace of their vocation. This inſtruction he convey- 
end to them in the following par able. 
The kingdom of heaven; faid he, is like to a king, 
Who made a marriage for his ſon. A public entertain- 
ment was prepared, and notice given for the invited to 
come. The invitation was ſtrangely neglected, and no 
one came. The king ſent his ſervants round à ſecond 
time to exhort the invited to come, and to tell them 
that his beeves and fatlings were killed, DaF 
other preparation made for their reception. This ſecond 
invitation was received no better than the firſt. They all 
went cheir ways, one to his farm, another to his mer- 
chandiſe, while others even inſulted the king's ſervants; 
and put them to death. Provoked at their outrageous 
conduct, the king ordered a body of his r ts march 
againſt the murderers, whom he totally deſtroyed, and 
burat their city to the 33 That being done, 
he bade his ſervants orth into the high; ways, and 
call all they ſhould find to the marriage feaſt, that the 
| Hin? of the unworthy might be filled up. The ſervants 
ily obeyed their maſter's orders; they called in all 
they found, and the hall of entertainment was crouded 
with a numerous aſſembly of good and bad mixed toge- 
ther. When they were placed at table, the king went 
in to ſee them, and perceiving one amongſt them not 
clothed with a wedding garment, he aſked him, how 
he came thither without his proper dreſs ? The man made 
no reply; upon which the king told his ſervants to bind 
him hand and foot, and to caſt him forth into outer 
_ darkneſs, where there ſhall be e ae and gnaſhing of 
teeth. For many are called, but few are choſen 
Tbe drift of this parable is to ſhow, that the Jews had 
been firſt invited to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and upon 
their refuſal.the Gentiles were called to take their place. 
The king is almighty God; his ſon is Jeſus Chriſt, who 
by his Incarngtion eſpouſed. the Church; and the feaſt | 
R ET. oh HG 5 are 
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e his ſanctifying graces in this life, and glory in the 
8 His ſervants are the Prophets and other miniſters 
of his holy word. To make ourſelves worthy of the 
graces, which God invites us ta receive, we malt correſ- 
pond by aur own endeavours: and When we approach 
theſe myſterious nuptials at the table of our Lord, the 
leaſt thing we can do, is to appear in a robe ſuitable to 
the ſanctity and majeſty of Him, who invites us. This 
nuptial robe, according to the holy Fathers, is the robe 
of innocence and juſtice, without which we have nothing 
to expect, but to be turned out of the number of God's 
elett, and caſt into the- dark abyſs. For the fate of that 
unhappy man in the parable, according to Saint Auſtin, 
indicates the misfortune. of . thoſe, Who negle& to adorn 
their ſouls with virtues, who enter into eternity without 
having. the white garment, which at their baptiſm. they 
2 told to carry unſpotted before the tribunal of Chriſt. 

appy is the man, who ſhall be always upon the watch | 
againſt his maſter's coming, and careful to keep, his'gar- 
ments whole 2 70 clean, as 6 ces 7 the wr page's 
that he may. not be put to the bluſh. ing in the 
ccc 


— 
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| * 6 XLIX. Parable of the talents. Mat. 25. Ee 


A. D. 34. „ N our bleſſed Lord would put an 
D. end to his preaching, he deemed it ex- 
pedient to forewarn the world of the rigours of his juſ- 
- tice. In the parable of the ſive wiſe and five fooliſh vir- 
gins, he informs us, that however holy our Rate of life 
may be, we muſt ſtill be diligent and watchful in every 
duty; that tho' our actions may ſhine as bright as lamps 
to the eyes of men, we ſhall not be admitted into heaven, 
unleſs our charity, like oil, nouriſhes the flame, and 
gives life to our faith. By the pargble of the talents, 
as it is related by Saint Matthew, he leads us into the 
knowledge of many other important truths. A certain 
man, ſays our Lord, going to take a long journey, cal- 
led his ſervants to him, anc 2 
5-4 em: 


1 Fl 
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them : to one he gave five. talents, to another two, and 
to a third one, e da, to each one's natural capacity. 
The two firſt employed themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
that by their induſtry they doubled the talents, which 
each of them had received. The third tied his talent up 
in a handkerchief, and hid it in the ground. The maf- 
ter returned ſome time after, and called them all to an 
account. The ſervant, who had received five talents, 
offered them back, with an addition of five more, which 
he had gained by his diligence, Well done, thou good 
and Faithful ſervant, faid the maſter ; becauſe thou haſt 
been faithful over a few things, I will place thee over 
many; enter into the joy of thy Lord. Next came the ſer- 
vant, who had received two talents, and as be had made 
an equally good uſe of his time, was rewarded equal- 
with the firſt. The third then preſented himſelf be- 
fore his maſter, and ſaid, Sir, I knew you to be a hard 
man, and expect to reap, Where you have not ſown. 
Under that apprehenſion, I therefore went and hid your 
talent in the ground; behold, here it is. The maſter 
upon that ſaid to him, O, wicked and ſlothful ſervant, 
I judge thee by thy own words : for if thou kneweſt that 
I reap, where I have not ſown, why didſt thou not place 
my money in the banker's hands, that at my return, I 
might have received it with profit? The idle man 
had nothing to alledge in excuſe of his negligence; upon 
which the maſter, having 'firſt ordered the talent to be 
taken from him and given to. the other, who had ten, 
condemned him as an. unprofitable ſervant, to be caſt in- 
to outer darkneſs, where he was doomed to weep and 
gnaſh his teeth, far from the light of Heaven, and the 
preſence of his Creator, | FOR aur. 
| By the talents, che holy Fathers underſtand the- gifts 
of grace and nature, whick Almighty God beſtows upon 
his ſervants in ſuch proportion, as he thinks fit. To 
ſome he gives more, to ſome leſs; but to all he gives 
with a view, that they may faithfully employ, whatever 
they receive, to his honour,-and their own improvement 
in virtue. It is of the uſe and improvement, which we 
make of God's gifts, chat we ſhall be demanded an ac- 
| D count 
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75 count at the end of life.” It rg 
bare made no bad uſe of our talents, or not 4o have loſt 
them: nothing is more fatal than to ſtifle the r 4 

do bury the gifts of God; we muſt abſolutely improve. . 
mem io be ſaved. . To whom much has been giyen, of... 
| "muck vill be required. ©. 
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Wa, ene 
L. The loft judgment, Mat, 28. 
4. P. 3. (VR bleſſed Saviour finiſhed, his diſ- 
. courſes to the people, by announcing 
05 to them the terrors of the laſt n ſupine 
© negligence of mei in the affair of falvation, and their 
great unwillingneſs to do their duty upon the nobler 
principles of love, made it neceflary to rouſe their atten- 
Go GON byTuppeſting” the motives. of fear. The great and 
bitter day will come, when the myſterious ways of Pro- 
vidence ſhall be diſcloſed to the open view. of men and 
angels, and to each one ſhall be aſſigned the everlaſting 
lot, that his works deſerve, The day will be uſhered in 
- with the moſt fore boding ſigns of calamity and miſery,... 
which ſhall make men wither away with fear at the en- 
pectation of evils, which ſhall then come upon the whole 
world. For there ſhall be ſigns in the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars; the earth ſhall tremble, and the powers of heaven 
ſhall be ſhaken. An Angel will found the dreadful ttum- 
pet, which ſhall be heard from the higheſt heavens don to 
the nethermoſt abyſs, and a voice will cry ; Ariſe ye 
dead aud come to judgment. In the twinkling of an 
eye the dead will riſe from their graves, and ſtand be. 
fore the tribunal of Chriſt, who will judge every one ac- 
cording to his works, Surrounded by myriads of Angels 
the Son of Man will then appear coming in a cloud 
with great power and majeſty, In a moment he will ſe- 
arate the good from the bad, as the ſhepherd ſeparates 
Bis ſheep from the goats; the ſheep he will place on his 
right hand, and the goats on his left. To the firſt he 
Will ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, and poſſeſs the 
Eingdom, which has been prepared for you from the be. 
N ginning 
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nning of the world. For I was huvgry, and you gave 
Ts | . I Was thirſty, and you gave 3 to Jank * 


2 | 

you clothed me; I was ſick, and you comforted me; in 
priſon,” and you viſited me. For whatever you have 
done of this kind to any of my little ones, you have 
done it to me. Then ſhall he turn to them on his left 
hand and ſay ; Depart from me, ye curſed, into eternal 


fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels ; for 


. 


you gave me neither to eat, nor to drink, nor have you - 


relieved me in any other diſtreſs, in which you ſaw me. 
And when they ſhall ſay, at what time, Lord, have we 
ſeen you in diſtreſs, and have not ſuccqured you? He 
will anſwer, As long as you did it not to one of theſe 
leaft, you did it not to me. The juſt ſhall then go into 
everlaſting life, and the wicked into everlaſting puniſh. 
ment. . ; ; | | 
Such ſhall be the end of that tremendous day, How 

dreadfully ſurpriſed will the reprobate then be, and how 


different will be their thoughts from what they are at 


preſent. | The wicked are by a merciful Redeemer ſen- 
tenced to endleſs torments for having neglected the du. 
ties of fraternal charity. From whence it is evinced, 
that to be ſaved we muſt not only abſtain from evil, but 
| alſo do good. To compaſſionate our brethren in their 
ſufferings, and to help them in their corporal & ſpiritu - 
al wants, is a Chriſtian duty. They are the myſtical 
members of Chriſt's body ; whatever charity we do or 
refuſe to them, Chriſt looks upon it, as done or refuſed 
to himſelf, Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall find © 
mercy. ' The beſt grounds we can have of confidence in 
ha? oc mercy, is the exerciſe of charity towards our 
rethren. 5 E ED! 
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* D: HE dme Ried nech OR bor the 

* 8 7 world's redemp tn was upon the eve 

Of its "acconiptiſinient'; it va. the” middle of Daniel“ 
ſeventieth week of yeats, when, according e 

ey, Chriſt way tobe denied by his pple; 10 

deach. Judas Iſcxrfot, obe of ine tvelve, had's 

bargained with tlie Phäriſees for à certin ſum of money 

70 Pelrth bit into their hands, Jeſus perfectly knew 
55 Was 1 'q den to him; he fôrbſaw the mualice und 
_ cohtrivabce'of k e plots, that were laid En life, 

and perinitted them to take tlieir courſe ; for Hls time 

Was now come: he freely met tke dabiger, and eoncealed 
kitmſelf no longer ffom his enemies. But before be ſuf - 
ſered, he would eat the Paſchal lamb with his | diſciples 
for the läſt time. He dite ged them to à certain houſe 
in the city, where ne told them to prepare che fupper in 
a larze di did; den Which the man of the houſe would 
ſhow them ey went, they found every thing as he 
had faid, and er they ptep ated che Paffover. At che 

appointed hour in . evening, Jeſus lat down, Gr the 
| twelve Apoliles With him. M6 eatneſtly have I defired, 
_ faid' be, to eat is Paſchal fupper With 50 „defore I ſuf. 
Fer. For ftom ti tie Till not eat it, bit: be falfll. 
ed ia the kingdom of God, Bor will T drink of the fruit 
of the vine, ul the kingdom of God come. Take the 
chalice, and divide it amongſt ybu. You have continued 
With me in my demprations, and L diſpoſe to you, ab my 
Father hath diſpöſed to me, a Kingdom, that you may 
kat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, and may ft 
upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael;” 

Our bleſſed Lord had romiſed his diſciples, John ri. 
that he would give them the living bread, which was his 
Hicſh, for the life of the world, and this was the day, the 
very eve of his paſſion, fixed for the fulfilling of his pro- 
miſe. Knowing that his hour was come, when he ſhould 
paſs out of this world to the Father, and Having loved 
his own, who were in the world, ke lov ed them unto the 

; end. 
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foe From (upper be th 4 800 ore garmen Wn = 122 
girted wages roun with a towel, poured * into 


Baſon, at N to waſh his 2 ples feet Fi Fg br 
15 alhed, iped them with with hi 
wa Gr 3 Ne ok we garm ig ind fittih wa 
12 7 it 1. A 194 m. you 1855 * T have done to 
180 


0 Nath and Maſter, have 7 9 121 
905 Ky alſo Fax... 0. walk one anc ther' feet : 
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I, le, after he had EY his ie 
Wd eie 155 83 and yenerabls 

2 i ro 12 and gave it 2 his diſciples, fay- 
Take and 705 Er 5 a 15 2 Aſter that, he 
51 ke wan ger took gs dies e cup, Which ſto 
f 177 e in it Fa the table, bi iddipg ed drin 
hes wa blzod of th neo teflame vent, aubic 

4 for many uno the remiſſion of ang, 

o this for à commemoration of mt. ch i 
| ww he W and commiſſioned his A 25 an 
their ſucceſſors in the Prieſthood to do and hens the 
Tame, and. the y verified the prediction of che Plalmitt, 
who had [ty led bu im 2 Prieſt for ever according to the or- 
12 of Mel [chiſel b. This is the clean oþlation, * 

e Prophet alter ag thoyl 1 d 0 0 N 
eyery , : 5 ms to the ſextin e ſun ; 
and 85 Fal 12 he Church of speist Mp h- 

ut 85 World e mini iſtry 0 94 prieſts, to 5 
he en t power to do, w 


hat he did at his Taft 
upper, hut fat hd 8 the: bread and wine in 
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The facrament of the Body and Blood of our Lord, 4s 

myſtery ſo ſublime and incomprehenſible to human 
N . 474 that nothing but the clear and expreſs word 
of God could induce us to believe it. But fince Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf ſo poſitively tells us, fays Saint Cyril of 


. Jeruſalem, This it my Body, This it my Blood,” who will 
8 call his word in queſtion, or doubt Whether his 


body and his blood be really there? At Cana he had 
changed water into wine, and at his laſt ſupper he chang- 
2 wine into blood. For under the appearance of bread 
he 


Cateche/t Myflagog. 4. What was bread before the conſe- 
ration, fays Saint Ambroſe, becom& the Body of Chriſt 
after conſecration, and his Body is truly there. Before 
the word of conſecration, the Body of Chriſt was not 
there ; but he ſpoke, and there it was. For to God, 


who by his word made the world out ee nothing 
| leſs, fays 

Saint Paul, is it not the communication of the blood of 
Chriſt? And the Bread, which we break; is it not a 
N of the Body of our Lord ? Therefore who- 


is impoſſible. Hence the chalice, which we 


Toever ſhall eat this Bread, or drink the chalice of the 
'Lord unworthily, mall be guilty of the Body and Blood 


PT) 
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A4. D. 34. AFTER Judas was gone out to concert 
n meaſures with the Phariſees for the ex- 
treacherous deſign, our bleſſed Saviour 
made an admirable diſcourſe” to the eleven, that remain- 
ed. In words the moſt pathetic and expreſſive of his 
love, he exhorted them to a fteadineſs in the divine ſer- 


vice, and to a perfect love of their neighbour, as the diſ- 
tinctive mark of their being his diſciples. ' Let not your 


heart be troubled, ſaid he; becauſe I go to the Father, 

und will prepare a place for you: for in my Father's 

houſe there are many manſions, You believe in God, 
a , 7 | . 


believe 


e gives us his Body, continues the holy Doctor, and 
under the appearance of wine he gives us his Blood. 
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3 $ LIL. WO in the garden of Gethſamani, ' Mar. 26. 3 
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believe alſo in me. I will not leave you orphans, Iwill 
come again, and will take you to myſelf, that where I 
am, you alſo may be. If you love me, keep my com- 
mandments; he who loveth me, ſhall be loved by m. 
Father, and I will love him: whatſoever. you ſhall at 
the Father in my name, that will I do. Peace I leave 
With. you; my peace, ſuch as the world cannot give, I 
give unto. you. I will alk the Father, and he will give 
you another -comforter, the Spirit of truth, ho mall 
abide with you, and teach you all things. 
le addreſſed himſelf in a particular manner to Saint 
Peter, and informed him of the Devil's malicious defigns 
againſt him; but I have prayed, ſaid he, to the Father 
for you, that yout faith may not fail. He likewiſe 
_admoniſhed them all of the great trial they would meet 
with, chat very night; and how they would fly & forſake 
him in the middle of his enemies. Saint Peter, who did 
not then know "himſelf, anſwered with his uſual confi- 
_ dence, that whatever the reſt might do, he at leaſt would 
not abandon him, but was ready to accompany him even 
to priſon and death itſelf. He ſpoke the generous diſ- 
N polition of his heart, but relied too much upon his own 
: = ch: he had not yet learnt to miſtruſt his weakneſs, 
and therefore our- bleſſed Saviour told him, that before 
the crowing of the cock, he ſhould thrice deny him. Je- 
Tus Chriſt after that made a moſt fervent prayer to his 
eternal Father, not only for his Apoſtles, but alſo for 
them, who h their word ſhould believe in him; 
which dene. he 3 he went 5 wo his diſci- 
ples, and over the torrent o ron, retired 
according Se into the mountain of Olives. 
His eleven diſciples followed him to the place called 
Gethſemani, where he bade them ſtop, while he ſhould 
4 7 into the garden to pray, as he had often done before. 
He took with him Peter, James, and John, his three fa- 
vorite apoſtles, to be the witneſſes of this firſt ſcene of 
his bitter paſſion. For then it was, that he began more 
ſenſibly to feel the infirmities of human nature; then it 
_ was chat all our griefs and miſeries flowed in with full 
tide upon him. Overwhelmed with ſadneſs, he told his 
He 2 | | diſciples, 
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diſciples, that his foul was ſorrow ful eren unte death: 
de bade thers tay; there and, pray, that they might not 
fink under the temptation, He then withdrew from them 
to the diſtance of a tigpe's. throw, and kneeling down, 
faid, Father, if it he padiile, let this gup paſs from, me > 
dat, if that cannot, be without mx drinking it, lex 0 
vill be done, nat mine. He roſe up, came £0 his di 
ciples, and found them aſleep. e upbraided 70 fax, 
not being able to wetgh one hour with him, comm 
them to watch ang 4a le tomptation,. 564 . 
String again repeated. the ſame tender prayer, in the ſame 
ſubmiſſive words, to bi heal We Ful 1 com 
cern for his dear diſeiples, 2 
ng. 


again, and found them, 12 eit. e a 
heavy : he leit them, went ba Sor 6 and — 155 


_. third time, faying, My Father, if this chalice e /00k | 


paſs away, but I muſt et fa thy will be 


_ anguiſh of his mind increaſod {till b. ap bes HY 


threw-him at laft into a bitter agopy. d drops, 
it were af blood, guſhed thro? the a ln his 8 5 
trickled dowa upon the ground e of 

diſtreſs he was comforted by ” 225. A and, Wy 
Landing the violent eie ol his | 


This my farious *g08y of. the gon of Gad 5 is a hich 


lory, and the figure of his 
— at the proſpect of 4 0 —_ 


on 


with magnanimity and joy. But $48, 
upon himſelf. our, infirmitias, and has bor rap Fo ſor- 
3 „ e of — 2 
cour 18 Rampe, à reagthe 
the zealous Chriſhian. jo Jubmits 5 
1 Grete, as he has 2. his Re . ic 


1 In the time of ial and tem 755 


his refuge, it ãs his beſt and on)y ort; at 18 
him by the word and example of Jeſus. Chriſt in 
HH) 1 Gethiemaui.  Pogs and ,Expreifed in 1 
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according to the divine decrees; he makes no pr 


but in <corformity to his Father's will, and offers Named | 


to drink che bitter cup, which was prepared for him, 
N for ue Unto A Wr er 
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\ PTER bur bleed Lord trad ended his 4 5.7 | 


prayer; he came to his diſciples for the 
mird time, und ſuid, Arie, let us go, the traitor is at 
Hand; And While he was yor ſpeaking, behold! Judas, 
at the teak of a tude rubbie with lagterns, clubs and 
Words entered the garden. It wasla place well known 
10 the traitoy, "for he had frequently accompanied bis 
maſter chither, wheniHe went! to pray. The foldiers:ditt 
not know.) Jefus, and might eaſily have miſtalcen auother 
for him, "if Judas Rad not agreed to gie them afignal: 
the fignal he agreed upon Was a #kifs : whomooveriE 
Mall Kifs, ſaid he, that is the man; hold him faſt. The 


traitor therefore upon enterin the garden went ftreight | 


to Jeſus, and ſaluted him -a kiſs. Friend, ſaid our 
bleſſed Saviour to him, for what art thou come 7 "ts it 
with a kifs,' that thou betrayeſt the Son of man? The 
multirude-drew near, and 1 all that was — 
happen, advanted to meet them. With a voice, that 
bei his divinity, he aſked them, whom they wanted? 
they auſwering jefus of Nazareth,” he ſaid, I am 
he. His words ſtruck terror into them, they inſtantly 
Areu/ back, und fell to the ground. Prom this [ſingle 
cireumſtante it appears, «thatiFeſas ſabmitted to his: ene- 
ties not for want of power, bat byſthe free conſent of 
His o will. He aſked: them a ſecond time; whom they 
Wanted? av they repenting jeſus of! Nazareth, have 


talteady told you, ſaid he, ab I am the perſon; if there. 


ſote you ſeek me, let te ſe go their way wohurt, In the 
midſt of danger Jeſus ſeemed regardleſs of himſelf,,&on - 
* anxious about his „ he difdained not to become 
a 
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diſciples, that n was ſomow ful even unto death: 


de bade them ſtay there and. pray, they might noc 
faak: under the temptation, He the 82 e e 
to the diſtance of a ſtane's, throw, and kneeling down, 
faid, Father, if it be a 18 let this gap paſs, from, me: 
but, if that cannot, be without my ng: it, 
vill be done, nat mine. He roſe up, came 10 bis d. 
ciples, and found them aſleep. e upbraid, Peter far 
not being able to wateh one hour with him, commande 
them to watch and 4 3 den e 21 „ 
tiring again repeated, i 1275 ler prayer 5 
ſubmiſſive words, ta Ae . . Tally allo cog: 
cern for his dear. dif 3 

and ſound them 12 ing. Ns eyes w 
heavy : he leit them, went a and preyed open 


paſs away, but L muſt drink it, thy will be 
anguiſh of his mind increaſed ſtill more 285 mpre, 158 | 
chre him at laſt into a bitter agopy.. . FH re 
it wert of blood, guſhed thro! the % f XI 
trickled dowa upon the 2 7 
r 
hs prayed | 


diſtreſa he was comforted 
his my ferious agony. of: the Son of God is a 


Landing the violent ade of his 


glory, and the figure pf bis. row£ful 
— at the of his enſqing pain; ap- 


the other, behold his 1 Martyrs meeting WE el ke 


with magnanimity and joy. But Gince be has 

upon himſelf our, infitmities, and has: 

rows, Jeſus Chriſt is became the fortitude, A 795 5 5 55 

Encouraged, by bis #x8mple, and freogtheugd FLAW 
de, the zealaus Chriſtian. jo 1 1 tt, 

ſhips and diſtreſſes, as he has Redeemer.do: her 


— In the time of trial and piaxęt 

his refuge, it ãs his beſt and only e nes 
him by the word and 1 of  Jelus.. Chriſt in che 
PO Fan R 1 1 
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| „ Jeſas ĩs dendy co Us and ſuffer ſtill andre; 
— to the divine decrees; he makes no prayer 
but in conformity to his Father's will, and offets-himfelf 
to drink che bitter cup, which was prepared for him, 
oy for us unto rr N 
cro 
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\ FTER bur bleed bor tad ended his / 4 5. 57 5 
prayer, he came to his difeiples for tbe 
Hikes l, und ſaid, Arte, let us go, the traitor is at 
Band; and While he was yor ſpeaking, 'behold ! Judas, 
at the ed of a fude rabbie with :lagterns, clubs and 
Words entered the” garden, Ir was la place well known 
26'the traitor, for he had f -aecompaniet} (his 
maſterichither, whenifewwent toipray. The foldiers:dit 
Kot"know'fefus, and might eaſily have miſtalcen : mother 
r him, "if Judas nad not agreed to giue them a ſignal : 
the ſignal he agreed upon was a Kis: whomooveriE 
Mall Kifs, ſaid he, that is the man; hold him faſt, The 
traitor therefore upon enterin the arden went ftreight 
to Jeſus, and ſaluted im 4 Friend, ſaid our 
bleſſed Saviogr to him, for whac art ahou come ? 1s it 
with's kiſs, that thou betrayeſt the Son of man? The 
mul titude dreu/ near, and feſas knowing all that was to 
Happen, advanted to meet them, With a voice, chat 
beſpoke his divinity, he aſked them, whom they wanted? 
und they auſwering jefus of Nazareth, "he ſaid, ' I am 
he. His words ftruck terror into them, thoy inſtantly 
Atem back, and fell to the ground. Prom this [ſingle 
Cireumſtante it appears, «thatiFeſas fabmittec to his: ene - 
tries not for want of power, \batby:the free conſent of 
His Wi will. He aſked them a ſecond time; whom they 
Wanted? aw they repenting foſus of! Nazareth, I hase 
already told you, ſaid he, hab I am theiperſon ; if there- 
Fote'you' ſeek me, let rliefeigottheinway:wohurt. In the 
midſt of danger Jeſus ſeemed regardleſs of himſelf.& on- 
about his — ; be difdained not to. become 
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Caiphas's houſe, w 
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A an e Ge his diſciples ſafety, whilſt he abandoned, 
his own to the diſcretion of his enemies, as the exechiti- | 
oners of his Father's will. Saint Peter made dome 
efforts to defend his divine maſter, drew his ſword; 
and ſtriking at Malchus, a fervant of the High. prieſt, 51 
cut off his right ear. That was not the zeal, nor the de- 
fence, -which our bleſſed Saviour required at hat time: 
unwilling to give the leaſt cauſe of complaint to his de 
mies, he miraculouſly healed the ſervant's ear, and re- 
primanded his Apoſtle for having ſtruck him. 'He ot 
not in need of human arms, when àt his requeſt the Fa- 
ther had legions of Angels ready to defend bim. The 
tribune therefore and bis band laid hold of Jeſus, and 
bound him. Meek as a lamb, which is led to ſlaughter, 5 
he only ſaid, that they came armed with ſwords & clubs, 
as if they had had à robber. to ſecure; that he had fut 
daily amongſt them teaching i in the Temple, and no one” - 
had offered to touch him; but that it was now their hour, 42 
and the er of darkneſs. His diſciples then left him, 
and fled, like a ſcattered Mock, eee, . wn, eruel 70 
W 18 be * a peed e 901 1 
* Fam NN WI: 
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4. D. 34. eus, being abundoseck % dikiples,” - 
was drapged along by his enemies into 
the city, and led before Annas, the "father-in-law of 
Caipbas, the High- prieſt for that year. Annas did not 
detain- him very 2 but ſent him, bound as he was, to 
ere the Scribes and Elders were aſ- 
ſembled. The High-prieſt began to queſtion him con- 2 
cerning his diſciples and his doctrine. Jeſus anſwered, 
that he had ſpoken openly to the world; that he had al. © | 
ways delivered his doctrine in the Synagogue and in che 
Temple, and had taught nothing, which was not pub: 
licly known; that he need only aſk the people, and 
they would inform him of the ig; they had” — if 
Upon that one of the ſervants, who were ſtandi 
gave Jeſus a blow, laying, Is it ſo thou anſwere 
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duced in ſupport of the charge. A mercenary. croud 


appeared, ready to ſwear as they ſhould be directed; 


but the evidence they gave, was inconſiſtent and contra- 


dictory: amongſt other accuſations of their on orgings 


two. falſe witneſſes declared, hey had heard him fay, 
could deſtroy the Temple of God, and in three days time 


build it up again. | Jeſus was ſilent. . roſe up, 


and aſked him, if he made no reply to the charge, which 
theſe witneſſes. had brought againſt him. Jeſus was ſtill 
filent : upon which the High- prieſt adjured him, in the 
name of the living God, to tell them, whether he were 


the Chriſt.or not. Jeſus then anſwered, If I tell you, 
„ you will nei- 
s, I ſay to you, 


you will not believe me; and if J aſk 25 
ther anſwer nor let me go. Neverthe 

Hereafter you ſhall ſee the Son of man fitting on the 
right hand of the power of God, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. Art thou then the Son of God? they 
all cried ; and he anſwered, So you ſay, and I am. 
The High- prieſt, hearing that, rent his garmente, and 
cried out, He hath blaſphemed ; there needs no farther 
proof; you have heard the blaſphemy from his own 
noun :. what. is your opinion? They all exclaimed, 


e 18 guilty of death, and immediately left the court, | 


Then it was, that the ſoldiers and inſolent rabble began 
to inſult and torment the innocent Jeſus, They tore off 
his beard and hair; they ſpat upon his face; they mock. 
ed and buffeted him for their diverſion ; they blindfolded 


his eyes, and in. derifion bade him gueſs, who it was 


that ſtruck him. Such was his treatment during the 
whole night. | 


Saint Peter had followed his divine maſter at à diſtanca 


from the garden of Gethſemani, and being deſirous of ſee- 


ing 


en, To which Jeſas meekly-replied, If I have 
' rong, tell me in what; if well, why doeſt thou 
| „The chief Prieſts and whole council were 
fully, reſolved to procure his death; but to proceed with 
ſome outward form and appearance of juſtice, an aceu- 
ſation was to be brought againſt him, and witneſſes pro- 
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ng what the event would be, -procured admittance into 
Caiphas's houſe, As he was ſtanding 2 the ſervants 
- warming himſelf at the fre, a ſeryant-maid came ap 

and aſked, if he did tot belong to Jeſus. of Nazareth? 


Peter no longer felt the.courage of the zeal, he had ſhown 


to defend his maſter in the garden; he trembled at the 
woman's voice, and denied him; and immediately the cock 


erowed... He was again aſked the fame queſtion, and 
oy 2 . 


ain he not only denied his maſter, but moreover : 
ae he did not even know any ſuch man, About an 


hour after, a ſervant of the High-prieſt, and Kinſman of 


Malchus, whoſe ear Peter had cut 6, declared, that he 
had ſeen him with Jeſus in the Fides ; and others ſaid, 
that his very language. betrayed him, atid'proyed him o | 


be a Galilean. Peter then began to ſwear, and mg 


went out, 


ſolemnly proteſt, that he did not ſo much as know the 
man, they ſpoke of. The cock ctowed at that mom 
ſus at the ſame time turned round, ard looked at him. 
eter them remembered, what Jeſus a told him after 


he immediately 
| P 
The fall of that great Apoſtle is a ſerfking inſtance of 


: 


human weakneſs. Wonderful is the condu& of 915 


ty God in permitting the man to fall, whom he had cho- 


ſen to be the head and chief pillar of his Church, Pe- 
ter's ſin was not the reſult of a corrupt heart; it ſprung 


from cowardice, not malice. He ſoon tecolledie | him- 


felf, and eagerly ſeized. the firſt grace, that called him 


his tears. Happy tears |. 


back to repentance... He roſe tlie moment he became 
ſenſible of his fall: his actions ſpoke the unfeigned ſen- 
timents of a contrite heart. I hear not the voice of St. 
Peter lamenting his fall, ſays Saint Ambrofe, but J fee 

whoſe Glent flow obtained the 
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ſh e met 4gain betimes 4 D. 36. 
in gx poi 3 murder - 
| | ply ee /and4hs-reſyit; of their debate Was 
10 accuſe him before Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
. Jeſus therefore, like a public malefaRar, bound 
n chains, was led from Caiphas to the goyernar's hall, 
' the chief Prieſts and Seribes were at the gate rea- 
* to accuſe him ; for they would nat enter under the 
_ poof of an idolater, leg they ſhould be defiled, and be- 
J unfit to partake of their Paſchal ceremonies. Pi- 
tate therefore went out to them, and aſked, What acey- 
F going — 2 5 gee in 


mit of yo ſack —— — but bade them 
= and j „ eee to — — — 
. Jews replied, < ey no longer the power | 
tencing any man to death, of which they had judge * 
a gviley, and began to acquſe him of crimes — 
" We have found this man; ſaid they, perverti 
our nation, forbidding tribute to be ou to Cgeſar, an 
_ faying, that he is Chriſt the 2 of; ilate went into the 
all again, and callin ed him, if he were's 
Kipg. n — Jam; but my kingdem is not 
.of this world; if it were, 3 would certainly 
; Hrive to prevent my being delivered to the Jews _ Fer 
this I was born, and for this] came into the world. that 
I might give teſtimony to:the-truth. What is the truth: 
4 replied ilate; and without waiti — for an anſwer, went 
tes again to the Jews, and declared, that he found no- 
thing to condemn in him. The Jews being apprehen- 
dive, left the Judge ſhould acquit him, grew more earneſt, 
and tumultuouſſy cried out, that he had been ſtirring 
the people up to ſedition thro? the whole country of Ja- 
dea from Galilee to Jeruſalem: Upon the mention of 


Ty Ria of cot RES ther 
| . and 


variety of 
Aueſtions, but Teceiving no anſwer, treated him as — 
a pleton; expoſed him in a white robe to the moi 
<©His guards,” and" ſeri( him back to Pilate. Pilate upon 
that called together the chief prieſts, the magiſtrates and 
people, and told them, that there were no grounds ſor 
© he charge, they had brought againſt Jeſus ; that Herod 
alſo was of the ſame opinion) and had ſent him back 
uncondemned; as he went. Pilate: therefore tried every 
"expedient to ſet Jeſus free, without ex -himſelf-to 
| RRE the Jews: had'accufed 
Aim out of meer fpits and enry. At the Paſchal time it 
as cuſtomary for the governor to releaſe ſome one of 
the priſoners, as the people ſhould: chuſe. T here was 
In priſon a notorious exĩminal, by name Barabbas, who 
in a ſeditious riot had committed murder. With this 
miſcreunt, the worſt and moſt odious of men, Jeſus was 
et in competition for the people's choice. Pilate aſked 
tem, Which of the two he ſhould releaſe, Jeſus or Ba- 
2:Fabbas'? Not him, but Harabbas, was the cry. It was 
In vain to repreſent the innocence of the one, and the 
guilt of the other. Away with him, they eried; give 
us Barabbas, away with ſeſus to be erueiſied. Pilate 
was diſtreſſed; he knew not which way to turn, doubt- 
ful whether to reſiſt or yield. He was in hopes of mov- 
ing them to compaſſion, and of inducing them to aſk for 
the releaſe of the innocent, whitn they ſhould ſee him 
ſuffer : by a barbarous and wicked policy he condemned 
+ Jeſus to be ſcourged. ſeſus was therefore led into the 
Pretor's court, ſtrĩipt and tied to a pillar, and à whole 
band of ſoldiers ordered aut 40 glut their cruelty upon 
R s ot wwunrh Iv as ara etiouty 7 
Judas ſeeing the violence of theſe proceedings, and 
peing racked with remorſe at the heinouſneſs of his trea- 
fon carried back the thirty pieces of: * 
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be had fold TAPE IEF to the chief prieſts. and ancients, 

ſaying, I have finned in betraying innocent blood. What 

s that to us, ſaid they, look thou to it. Upon which 

be threw down the money in the Temple, a = 3 — 
m 


. and — himſelf in deſpair. Judas Iſeariot, fro 
ing an — the — of reprobates. From 


being un ichful to the — grace, — at firſt became a 
?- murmurer againſt the honours done to Jeſus Chriſt: bis 
- ayarice:then prompted him to ſell his maſter to the Jews, 
and deſpair made him finiſh- all his other crimes by ſui- 
eide. The enemy. of our ſalvation ſtill tries by the ſame 
arts to lead men gradually from tbeir duty, and to — | 
them into vice. In the beginning he conceals 
ice of his tions; he diſcloſes not the 5 — 
2 which he intends to throw them; he dreſſes up the in in 
> ſuch deceitful colours, that its enormity is not ſeen, be- 
ford it is conſented to. He then artfully removes the veil, 
and unſolds the crime in its blackeſt ſhape ; he ſo mag - 
niſies the ſhame or the difficulty of penance, ſo exagger- 
antes the rigours of divine juſtice, that he frightens the 
ſin ner from repentance, and drives him to deſpair. Not 
to fall into the diſmal gulf, grievous ſinners no longer 
ought to dwell upon the enormous crimes, they have 
committed, than it may help them to re * they 
ht by turns to relieve the mind, and Joo to the 

> divine mercy. God is always good and — to the 
repenting ſinner: be, who has ſuffered and died for 
23 D never n n Wen of a contrite ans 3 
vam T0 SG 8 37 4427 $51 bit 


=” | 3 . Behold the Man. Mat. 25. 


THEN--the- ſoldiers had ſmtiated. their 4. b. 34. 
510 barbarity with whips and ſcourges 
— the body of Jeſua, they proceeded to other aQs of 
eruelty and inſult. They wove a crown of ſharp thorns, 
and fet it upon his head; they threw an old purple gar- 
ment round his ſhoulders, and put a reed by way * 
dee „ «they bent- their knee 1 in 


- 


| an, as before.a-mock-king ; they ſpat upon him, 

Fmote him on the face, and taking ST we Oy 
Sand, they ſtruck him on the head, ſaying, Hail! king 
of the jewel The lamentable plight, to which Jeſus 
Chriſt was then reduced, moved. the heart of Pilate, and 
Se was in hopes, that the fight. of ſa pitecus an object 
might alſo move the Jews. With that view he aook him 
up into a con ſpicuous place, and ſhowed him to the peo- 
eee eee eee eee 
of thorns and purple garment, Jeſus was no ſooner ſeen, 
than the cries of an enraged rabble were heard from every 
Hide calling out, Crucafy bim! crucify him]! Pilate 
pleaded for him, and aſked, What harm, he had done? 
He has made himielf the Son of God, they cried,. and 
according to the Law: he therefore ought. to die. When 


Pilate heard this, he grew more and more. alarmed ; he 


entered into the ball again, and a{ked Jeſus, from whence 


he: was? Jeſus gave him no anſwer. Doeſt thou not 


peak to me, ſaid Pilate, and knoweſt thay not, that 1 
have power either to erucify or to releaſe thee? Thon 
- wouldſt not have any power againſt me, replied our Sa- 
viour, unleſs it were given thee from above. The Jews 
continued crying out to Pilate, If thou releaſe this man, 
thou art not Caeſar's friend, Pilate therefore led Jeſus 
forth about the ſixth hour, and fitting down upon the 
Jjudgment-ſeat, ſaid. to the Jews, Behold your king. 
Away with him! cried out the Jews, Away with him f 
Crucify him! Shall I then crucify your king? ſaid Pi- 
late, We have no king but Czfar, replied the Prieſts; 
and whoſoever maketh himſelf. a king, ſpeaketh againſt 
Cæſar. Theſe words awakened the fears of an ambiti- 
ouscourtier, who Was not diſpoſed to riſk either his-for- 
tune or his favour with the Emperor for the ſake of doing 
Joftice, and of protecting the innocent. He called for, 
baſon of water, and as ii he could waſh himſelf glean of 
che crime, which he was going to complete, he u 
bis hands before the people, and declared himſelf inno- 


ent of the blood of that juſt man. Let his blood: fall 


upon us, and upon our children, cried the hardened 
Jews. Pilate then releaſed Barabbas according mo 
„ ne rede 
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late againſt the dictates of his own conſcience} is a me- 


Hhncholy proof of the ſway, which ambition and ſelf- in- 
tereſt have over the minds of worldly men. The known 


Innocence and facred character of Jefus Chriſt had litele 
influence upon a man, who was ready to male a ſaeri- 


deed ſome in bred notions of equity; he bad natura 

_ xn inchiaarien to protect oppreſſed innocence ; but 
honeſt ſentiments were baniſhed from his breaſt the very 
moment, he was threatened with the Emperor's diſples- 
fare,” nor could they be recalled by any warning, that 
his wife had been inſpired to give him. Great reſotuci- 


on is neceſſary not to be drawn "from our duty by à de. 


fire of pleaſing men; great ſtruggle is required not to be 
borne down the torrent of our paſſions, - when 'puſhed by 
worldly fears and intereſt.” The advice of friends, and 
our own refleftions are inſufficient, without the grace of 

Chriſt, to aid and ſapport our feeble efforts. Pi- 


late had the grace, which was abundantly: fufficient to 


have preſerved” him from the fin, bet his own 


\ ; 4 2 f — | 
graces we receive. 
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4 Jews having at length extorted the 4. D. 34. 


- ſentence,” which they bad been fo ob- 


ſlinately bent upon, carried it into immediate execution. 


They had already prepared a huge Croſs, the ignominious 
inſtrument of their barbarity: they laid it upon the 
moulders of our bleſſed Lord to carry to the mountain of 
Calvary, the place of their public executions. TWO 
' thieves were condemned to be eruciſied at the ſame time; 
ſo chat literally fulfilled were the words of Iſaiah, . 
ut 457 | * 


t, and delivered Jeſus unto them to be eruciz 
0 | 11 n nere r 
This weak, but barbarous compliance of Pontius Pi- 


des of every thing, but his on fortune. © Pilate had in- 


tion was wanting. - It is our duty therefore to watch and EP 
y. not only that we may receive the graces of ' Jeſus HER? 
hriſt, but that we may be alfo faithful in co-operati 
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that he ſhould be ranked with ſinners. _ Jeſus. therefore 
went forth bearing his. Croſs, burdened with our iniqui - 
ties, as the Prophet. ſaid, and carrying all. the griefs, 
that a ſinful world had heaped upon him. He went 


forth from the holy city of Jeraſalem towards the monn- 
 -tain,:amidft the hiſſes of an inſulting multitude, that 
 erquded round to be ſpectators of his ſufferings. His 
ſaſferings of the morning had already drained. his 
ſtrength, he was tod enfeebled to ſtand under the heavy 
8 oſs, and to go on, as faſt as they would have him. 

zrefote laying hold of one Simon of Cyrene, they 
—— him take and carry the croſs after Jeſus to the 

ount; - ' Uh ne 1 

- The Croſs or the yoke of Chriſt is borne by two, by 
Jeſus Chriſt and the Chriſtian, who ſuffers for Chriſt's 
ſake. - Simon the Cyrenean was engaged to help the 
Son of God in carrying his Croſs ; God himſelf enables 


us to carry ours. By his grace he ſo ſtrengthens us in 


our afflictions, that we not only bear them with . eaſe, 
'but receive them with a kind of inward ſatisfaction. 
Comforted by his example let us reſignedly ſubmit to the 
croſs, that is laid upon us, and in-filent patience follow. 
our divine Leader to the holy mountain: he ſuffers us 
not to be loaded above our firength ; we ſpiritual com- 
| 2 he ſweetens his ſervice, and the burden 
ight. E | Le Ht - 
vv ain 
women, who were unſhaken in the ſervice of Jeſus 
Chriſt, followed him, as cloſe as they could, and by 
their tears N ex preſſed, how much they ſhared in 
bis ſufferings. He turned about to them, as he went 
along, not for the ſake of receiving any conſolation 
from them; for it is not to creatures we muſt turn in 
our afflictions; but he turned to give them comfort. ve 
daughters of Jeruſalem, ſaid. he, weep not for; me, but 
weep for yourſelves and children. For the time will come, 
when it ſhall be ſaid, Happy are the barren, and happy 
are the breaſts, which have not given ſack. Men Gail , 
call upon the hills to cover them, and upon the moun- 
tains to hide them, For if to the green wood they do 


uo = * 


— ing, what will 1 T to the dry 7 Such ten- 
Ferijels of affeQion, expreſſed by the Son of God in fact 
cireumſähces to bis faithful followers, cannot fall 
moving every Chriſtian, who will ſeriouſly confßder, 11 
we'onty+ remember, ho Jeſus is, what ſie ſiffers "and 
for? hom, we mall be'aſtiamed to complain of the flight 
aud pallitiy ſufferings, that fall to our ſhare. ' "Or Thoul 
Weak nature be ſtilf tempted to murmur or to grow if 
5 e muſt then reflect, that the ſufferiugs of this 
are but "ſhort, that if we ſhare in the ſufferings” 
our Redeemer," and bear them "as we ought, we ſhall 
ewiſe Mare with him in bis glorfr.. 
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ri. vue, ine, Mott Cee, Mat. 27. 
8 come to the top of Mount 4. D. 34. 

Calvary, on Which he was to offer the 1 


- 
, 


great ſacrifice” of himſelf for the world's redemption, 
was immediately preſented with a draught of wine 12 
ont art De did but taſte and refuſed to drink it. He 
was tien fript of his clothes, firetched upon the Croſs, 
Bie ſacred” Hands and feet bored thro! with nails, and 
fiſteved to the wood. It was the fixth hodr of the day, 
aud a thontnful darknefs ſpread itſelf over the face of 
heaven. The Croſs was ſet upright, and fixed in the 
earth, the Whole weight of his body bearing upon the 
bleeding wounds of his hands and feet; above his head 
was an inſcription, written in Hebrew, Greek, ,and, 
Latin; that all might know-him to be Jeſus of Nazareth, 
— — On each ſide of him, as if he were 
oFallmalefattors the moſt notorious, were crucified two 
thieves: He hung in the middle, an adorable ſpectacle 
tothe world, to the Angels and to men, Jeſus Chriſt. 
the'medintor of peace between earth and heaven, bleed 
ing*and A ge the love of mankind. .. The . 
wick dnfeeling hearts ſtood looking on, and the rulers 
with them derided him in his torments, They. paſſed, 
under his Croſs ſcornfully wagging their heads aad ex, 
Sat Tow OY, x #:4 34 N 
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laimirg 3. Thou, who eanſt deſtroy, the Teapls af 
od, and in three days build it up again mow fave — 
— Up if Eredar r 9 1 down from ; 
Os, and we Wi eve FRY chief 8.3 
elders of che people turned his very minacles into —.— 
tempt of his power, He ſaved others, t — mp let 
I now fave himſelf; he truſted in God let God now 
deliver him, if he will, for he ſaid, I yas the Son 
God. Jeſus thus inſulted and blaſphetned amidſt: his 
ſufferings ſought no revenge; his thoughts were the 
thoughts of peace; breathing charity and bevevolencs 
for his cruel r he cried, Father, 
Vr they know not what they do. And one of the 
thieves who were han ng] ng by. him, bla] hemed like the 
zeſt, ſaying, It. thou 4 ſave thyi fand un. But 
the other rebuked his wicked companion, and proclaim- 
ing the innocence of Jeſus Chriſt, begged to be — aa 
bered by him, when he ſhould come into his ki 5 
Jeſus anſwered him in cheſe comfortable worde, Amen 1 
9 to rheey This day thou' falt be with me.in Param. 
neon“ s prophecy to the Virgin mother was nom ful. 
filled. Pierced with a ſward of grief, Mary 1 
her agonizing Son, and ſload at the font of che Croſs 
with John the beloved diſciple. .. Jeſys looked down aud 
faw them; with expiring voice he recommended them to 
each other ; ; to his mother he ſaid, Waman,. behold , thy. 
fon, and to John, Behold thy nter. TU the ail ictions, 
which Jeſus then ſuffered. in every. part of his body, 0 
thing could be added but thoſe: of his. ſoal.. Covered 
with wounds from the ſole of his fort to che crown of 
his head, he was truly that man of pans and ſorraws, as 
Iſaiah had deſcribed him, A fingle ray of. the beatific. 
viſion, which his ſoul always enjoyed, would have cheered 
away all his grieſs at once, had he not nie bmſel 
ſuſpended its influence at that hour, and denied himſelf 
every conſolation, that could ſooth his bitter 
The myſterious dereliction of our bleſſed Lord upon 
Croſs is a fitter ſubjeQ for pious meditation than — 
tion. It was extreme, it forced this tender exclamation 
from him, My God, my __ why haſt * forſaken ooo 
Jeſus 


# 
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Jeſus knowing that all things were now accompliſhed, 


Aid, Leh, upon which the ſoldiers dipping a ſponge 
into vinegar, and faſtening it to e put it to his 
month, and when, he had taken the vinegar, be ſaid, 2 
conſummated: every circumſtance, which the Prophets 


. 


had forerold relating to his mortal life and paſſion was 
now. fulhNed: - Jeſys Chriſt had hung nar thebs haurs 
upon the.Croſs, his facred humanity was ſpent with 
laffering; nothing more temained chan to pay the laſt 


- 


tribute due to his heavenly Father for the redemption of 
the world. The fun was eclipſed, and an univerſal 
darkneſs ſat upon the earth aol the ninth hour: the 
earth quaked, the graves were opened, the rocks ſplit 
aſander, and the veil of the Temple rent from top to 
bottom. Jeſus Chriſt at the laſt gaſp and in the agony 
of death, with a loud voice exclaimed, Father, into thy 
Hands I commend my Spirit, and. laying this, bowed his 
headand expited.- l. 4 
The myſtery of the paſſion and death of Jeſus Chriſt 
upon the Croſs is fo far removed a hove the reach of hu - 
man underſtanding, that unleſs the divine Spirit takes 
away the veil fram our eyes, in vain mall we ſtrive to 
nprehend it. Chtiſt dies upon a croſs, ſays Saint 
rd, and thereby merits all our love; he gives us 

his holy Spirit, and thereby excites our love. By the 
help of faith we myycoatowplars Jeſus Chriſt crucified ; 
but without the gift of his holy Spirit we ſhall not love 
him. Let us then with gratitude approach the tree gf 
life, and with affectjon gather the fruits thereof. Since 
the Son of God has been pleaſed to give us his life, 
there is no other mercy, which we may not hope to ob- 
tain thro“ his blood and paſſion; for with, him there 
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in dei ee wars fy. 
Spule bre. Mat. 27. 
A. D. 34. *. wonderful 8 of the Croſs 
\ 7857 e 3c bein accompli e „the rodipies and 
ſigns, that e ed Arick he" Haas with 
religious awe; they changed their inſults into ſighs, 
and returned knocking their breaſts into the city: Phe 
centurion, . who commanded the ſoldiers upon the 
mountain, had been particularly attentive to every > bo 
thing, that had paſſed, and'publicly declared che Mar, 
whom he ſaw expire, to be truly the Son of God. The 
ſacred body of our Saviour remained hanging upon the 
croſs, till Pilate . at the requeſt of the Jews gave orders 
about it. For the next ar! Pw: the great and ſolemn 
fabbath of the Paſchal week, the Jews petitioned Pilate 
that the bodies might be taken down from their croſſes 
and carried away that evening. The ſoldiers therefore 
went, and broke the legs of the two thieves ts diſpatch 
them. When they came to Jeſus, and ſaw him already 
dead, they did not break his legs, and the words of 
Exodus ſaying, You ſhall not break a bone of him, were 
fulfilled. © But ope of the ſoldiers with the'thruſt of A 
ſpear opened his fide, from whence there iſſued ut 
blood and water. Joſeph of Arimathea, a good and up 
right man, and a diſciple of Jeſus, went in boldly 
Pilate and begged the body of Jeſus. 'Having obtained 
his requeſt, he repaired ſtreight to the mountain with 
Nicodemus, and took the body of their bleſſed Lord, 
which they wrapped in fine linen and perfamed with a 
Fr m1 mixture of myrrh and aloes according” to the 
cuſtom of the Jews. There was a gärden nigh; and in 
that garden a new monument, proper for the interment 
of the dead, in which no body had been yet buried. 
Thither they carried the ſacred Body of our Lord, there 
they decently laid it, and rolled a huge ſtone againſt the 
e 1. OOO. 
-': Saint Chry ſtoſtom is charmed with the a of Jo. 
ſeph and Nicodemus, who publicly declared themfelve: 
on this ſolemn occaſion to be the diſciples of 'Chriſt, 
14 5,4 TIES Loh which 
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-- Which their fears had hitherto hindered them from 
doing. They fer their fears afide ; they forgot all hu- 
man reſpects, when piety to their deceaſed Lord called 

for their ſervice. They loſt no time, they ſpared no - 
colt, they carried their precious ſpices in profuſion : 
happy was their lot in having the Body of their dear 
Redeemer ſor the object of their charity. From the 
example of theſe holy diſciples St. Chryſtoſtom exhorts 
his people to a practice of the like virtues; he telle 
> bs them to provide perfumes for the body of Jeſus Chriſt. 
For our poor 1 oa virtuous brethren, ſays he, are the 
living members of Chriſt: we piouſly and meritoriouſly 

ur out the odours of charity upon them, as often as 
we compaſſionate them in their ſufferings and relieve 
them in their wants. Some one of other of them daily 
ſtands in need of our help, and may be comforted by us: 
what we do to the leaſt of them, we do to Jeſus Chiiſt 


uy 


LX. Refurredtion of Jeſus Cbriß. Mat. 28. 


| Scribes and Phariſees were not ſa- 4. D.'34. 
1 * tisfied, tho” they ſaw Jeſus in the + 
ade They remembered what he had ſaid about his 

ſing again upon the third day, and altho' they did not 
believe the prediction themſelves,. yet they were afraid 

it might make ſome impreſſion upon others. They pre- 
tended to ſuſpect ſome defign in the diſeiples of ſtealing 
away their Maſter's body, and of ſpreading a report of 
his Lens riſen from the dead. Therefore they deſired 
Pilate that he would order a guard round the ſepulchre, 
to prevent any one's coming near it for three days. You 

| have a guard, ſaid Pilate, go and diſpoſe of them, as you 

mall judge fit. 2 went immediately, and made the 

. ſepulchre ſure, by ſetting a ſeal upon the ſtone, and 
placing the ſoldiers round. They fancied, that by thoſe 
precautions they ſhould deſtroy the notion of Chriſt's 
reſurrection, and by thoſe precautions they eſtabliſhed its 
de lief beyond the poſſibility of a doubt. Early in the 
. ol a 3 Pen bs morning 
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mining. of the third day there was a great earthquake 
10 ny | of the Lord . deſcended = ven, rol- 
Jed BL The Kone, and Plas himſ 8 . 


| and ſe elf upon it. His 
countenance was. as lightning, and his raiment as nom. 


0 


The guards were ftruck with terror, and became as dead 
men. But upon recolleQing. themſelves, ſome, of them 
Went into the cur. and _ related to the chief prieſio what 
they had ſeen. The prieſts were alarmed.at the report, 
aflembled the Council, and conſulted together what to 
do. They agreed to flop the ſoldiers mouths. with 
money, 1! eg could, and to brihe them to ſay, hes 
duting the night they. had fallen * and ſeſus 's di- 
ciples_came in the interim and ſtole away his body. 
The ſoldiers took the money, and conformably to their 
inſtructions publiſhed the ſictitious ſtory, which was in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread amongſt the people. Mary Magda- 
lene and ſome other da women, whoſe piety was hever 
weary in the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt, went betimes in 
. the morning to perfume the dead Body of our Lord. 
They ' aſked one another, before came to the 
place, how they ſhauld be able to roll;away the ſtone 
from the guy of the Homes 2 for the: one 
was very great: but at their approach they perceived 
the ſtone was rolled back and the entrance open. They 
ſaw an Angel in the ſhape of a young man clothed in 
white, who thus accoſted them : Fear not, I know you 
ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth, who, was crucified.; he is riſen, 
as he ſaid, he is not here, behold the place where he lay: 
go quickly and tell his diſciples, that he is riſen, 
will. go before them into Galilee, Where they ſhall. ſee 
him, The women immediately haſtened to. perform 
their commiſſion, and upon their report Saint Peter an 
Saint John repaired to the monument: — Magdalene 
went alſo back with them, They entered the Mong- 
ment, ſaw the linen cloths lying, and the handkerchief, 
which had been about his head, wrapped up apart, but N 
being able to diſcover nothing more, departed: again to 
their home. For they were not yet ſufficiently enlight- 
ened to underſtand the Scriptures concerning the re- 
ſurrection. Mary Magdalene remained, after they were 
63 f | IS. > bo Zone, 
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8 pat the mouth of the Gpul- 
chre. Roger to: Gadwhom the loved, ſhe ſtooped down, 
— er een cived two an gels in white 


— * 


gardener, and NET 3. 


i 
N ert 
2 round an- 


fwered him, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter. Ds 
not tonch me, faid- jeſus to her, for J um not yet 


which the pie Mbps 
. 
of a refurreion ſo glorious 
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Bach borne, en 


0 eee of glory in de next | | 


epi Vt 74 1.8; 
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Tu. hands nee in obedience. to the A. D. 74. 

Angel's commands being on their way  -- 

from the monument to the difciples, were met by Jeſus, 

who ſaid to them, All hath. "Ther went up, took hold 

of his feet,” and adored him. He ſuffered them not to 

remain dong there, * them go and "mp 
meſſage 
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mollige they were carrying to his brethren, Two of the 
diſciples happened to be going on the ſame day to 


Emaus, a ſmall town between ſeven and eight miles d 


actions in Jeruſalem, as they walked: long, When our” 


bleſſed Saviour in the form and habit of a traveller came. 
up, and joined them. He did not let them know who 
he was, but, as any other traveller might have done, jar 


fred them to te)] him the ſubject of their diſcourſe and 
why they looked ſo ſorrowful. To which one of them, 
whoſe name was Cleophas, made anſwer, Is it poſſi bl. 

you ſhould be the only ſtranger in Jeruſalem not to kno-˖Zů 
what has happened there within, theſe few days ? He 


K "'v 


| aſked them, what? And they replied rang 1 Aj 
rel in 


of Nazareth. He Was a great Prophet, ſaid th 


in word and work, and we hoped be would have redeem- 


edulſrael. But our chief priefts and princes cauſed him 
to be zpprefiended, condemned and executed upon a 
diſgraceful croſs, - This is the third day ſince his death, 
and we are at a loſs to know, What we are to expect or 
bope for. Some women of ours have been this morn. 
ing to viſit his tomb, and have alarmed us with their 
accounts. They could not find the body, but ſaw 
an apparition of Angels, who informed them, that 
Jeſus was not to be ſought amongſt the dead, that he 


was not there, that he had riſen, and was alive again. 


Upon this information, ſome of our brethren alſo ha- 
Kened to the ſepulchre, and found every thing, as the 
women bad related. O fooliſh and ſenſeleſs men l ex- 
claimed our Saviour, how dull are you in your under- 
ſtanding, and how ſlow in your belief! According to 
the Prophets was it not neceſſary, that Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer all theſe things, and ſo enter into his glory? He 
then quoted to them the different paſſages of holy writ, 
which Moyſes and the Prophets had ſpoken of him, and 
which he graciouſly interpreted to them. When 


came near to Emaus, be made a ſhow, as if he had been 


going further on; they repreſented to bim, that the day 
was too far ſpent for him to think of going any further 
that evening ; they invited him to remain with them, 


they 


Hs,” 
tant from Jeruſalem, : They talked over the late treats 


"= 
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y. preſſed and in the end prevailed. | Jeſus therefore - 
entered with them into a houſe, where being at ſupper 
he took bread, which he bleſſed, broke, and gave to them; 
By that action, which the holy Fathers think was « ſa- 
ramental communivb, the eyes of the two diſciples were 
immediately opened; they faw and knew him, but en- 


Joyed his company no longer, for he that moment va- 
' niſhed from their "fight, "They communicated their 
_ thoughts upon the matter to one another, and mention- 


ed the . hearts _ —5 white he explained 
the Scriptures to them; they wiſhed to impart the joy= 
ful tidings pb their brethren,” as foon' as poſſible, 24 


5 A ſet off that very hour back again to Jeruſalem; 


where they found" the eleven Apoſtles, with ſome others 
aſſembled together, to whom they related what had paſ< 
ſed in the way, and how they had -known him in the. 
breaking + Ken. e 
From the circumſtances of this hiſtory we may gather, 
how agreeable to Chriſt are the converſations of bis fol- 
lowers upon NN and religious ſubjects. No ſubject is 
ſs worthy of a Chriſtian's thoughts, as what God has 
done and ſuffered for us; and if we entertain a due ſenſe 


of our Redeemer's love, we ſhall not be backward to 


expreſs our gratitude ; for out of the abundance of the 


| Reart,, the mouth ſpeaketh. The two diſciples diſcourſ< 


ed, as they walked along, upon the paſſion and refar= 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt, Drawn by their diſcourſe, Jeſus 
Chrift joined their pn aſked them queſtions, that 
they might repeat what they had ſaid, expounded the 
Scriptures to them upon that ſubject, enlightened their 
minds with new rays of faith, and w their hearts 
with a glow of piety and holy love. PPS IDEN 
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2b. Of the ſame us day of his — — 
denn were; cant, where the " Apoltles kept together 
fear. of n e Aa 1 Nad 1 
them in a Ne a ae J r Rs bn 
aſked. ems — 1 they were "rig i 1 and why ſac 
their hearts? * Behold my hands a 
not fleſh, and 1 as, you, ſee. me have. He therefore 
m_ ain, Peace be with you; as my, * ſent — 
alſo ſend © wy — W. "re he 
ecei 
ſhall forgive, they are forgiven; * c 
Hat Fetaing — * are retain At his laſt ſupper, f6 
days before, he had given — his Apoſtles the power 4 
me holy Euchariſt; and here he gave them er to 
forgive ſias in the 8 of A And Gheaghy 
- completed their ſacerdotal ch one of 
terwards told by the other diſciples, that they had 9 — 
the Lord, would not believe them; and unleſs I ſhall fee 
in his hands the prve of of the nails, ſaid he, and put 
fide, Iwill not believe, After eight days Jeſus came 
again to his diſciples in the room, whilſt the doors were 
ſhut as before, and ſaluted them with A Peace be with- 
ſolely on his account, that Jeſus came, he turned to him 
and ſaid, Put in thy finger hither, and fee my hands 
bring hither thy hand, and put it into my ſide; and be 
claimed, My Lord, and my God ! To whom. our bleſſed - 
Saviour, Thou haft believed, Thomas, becauſe thou haſt. 
28 > happy they, who have net * and yet be- 


= vole e ert ths 62; M 

te, aud the cham 
the might : 

2 ſaid he; rg ſee, that it is 1; for a ſpirit ha 
| — and ſaid, ve ye the e whoſe fin flog 

conſecrating his Body and his Blood in the Wadern 
the eleven, was abſent, when feine Br po 1 * af. 
finger into the place of the nails, and my band {444 
you. Thomas was then preſent ; and as if it had been 
not incredulous, but fairhful, Thomas immediately a 
2 | | Jeſos 
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and then it was, that that 71 
had made to GENT, Peter, Me. Ro, — buildi 
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of the ſhip, where they would cat — of 
1 taken none. They ea their net, as — 
directed, and by the wonderful Fier made, 
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Saint John knew it to be the Lord which Saint 
Porter girted his coat round him, and p 55 ig into the 
den, ſuum aſhore. The reſt came in f . 


as they landed, they ſaw hot coals — 2 


n 
thereon," and bread. Jeſus invited 
; no = preſumed to biw, who Tome IP 
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Jeſas Gia . 1 
8 to Simon Peter, 
me more than theſe do? Yes 8 Fn 
I love thee. * Feed my lambs, faid Jeſus, and 
again, Simon, fon of John, loveſt thou me ? 
+ np hanger Bath os and Jeſus repeat- 
ed t N mg op henp ang yog lar He ſaid to 
him m the third time, Simon; ow of John, loveſt thou me . þ 
Peter, fall of humility, and 'diffident-pf hindelf, w 
F a third time, . 
ed him, modeſtiy repliecd, Lord thou ona gli; 
Fab abou knowelt that I love thee. Jonas th 


"Fo feed, inthe ſtyle of holy Scripture, is to r 
rule, and govern, as Saint te 2 
re, ad i eo the nds 299 hop of Citi a 
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feed his Lambs and feed his Sbeep; for this he changed 
name into Peter, Which fignifies'a rock, and for this he 
rayed, thzt his faith might never fail. Upon this ground 
* ſpiticual ſupremacy of Saint Peter and his ſucteſſora | 
in the Pontifical chair, has in every age and in every 


Country been Teverenced and Sehe ges by the hol 


Fathers, as their writings how, namely, Tertullian, 
Saint Cyrian, Saint Leo, Saint jerom; Saint Aufin, 


Saint C Chry ſoſtom, and the firſt general rn 24.06 
Bp Wa of Chalcedon. 


45 * | 4 70 8 g 
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5 9 34. oO” bleſſed Lord retitlacd: forty days 
upon earth after his reſurrection, ap- 

pearing ſometimes to bo all his Apoſtles at once, and ſome- 
times only to ſome, that he might thereby ſully convince 
1 of his being riſen, and wean them by degrees from 
is corporeal preſence. During that time, he inſtructed 

them in rhe nature and the uſe of thoſe ö ſpiricual powers, 


42427 


_ which he had imparted to them for the good of mankind. 


2 2 


What thoſe inſtruct: zons were in Particular, the Evange- 
| lifts do not partieularly mention; Saint Luke in general 
terms ſays, that he ſpoke to them of the kingdom ef God, 
which,” according to Saint Gregory, is his Church upon 
earth. Saint Matthew and Saint Mark finiſh their Evan- 
-- vey hiſtory with theſe remarkable words of our hleſſed 

aviour to 12 Apoſtles, ſaying, To me is given all pow- 
er in heaven and on earth; go ye therefore; reach all 


_ matiors, baptiſing them in the name of the Father, and 


3 
8. 


of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. He, who ſhall be. 
Tieve and be baptiſed, ſhall be faved ; but he, Who fall 
not believe, ſhall be condemned. Teach them therefore 
to obſerve every thing, that I have commanded you : for 
5 1 am aways with you, even vnto the end of the 


Wor! 
1 * Jeſus Chriſt had now fiſhed he work; for which he 


Wd down from heaven, and dwelt among us. He had 
| 8 enlighteneg 
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enlightened the world by his doctrine, and redeemed it 
by nis death: by his miracles he had confirmed the truth 
of his revealed religion; he had eſtabliſhed his Church, 
Which he commands all to hear; he had promiſed to aſ- 
- Aft his Church with the Spirit of truth to he end of apes ; 
de bad appointed his. vicar, as an univerſal paſtor, to 
pPireſide over the Church in his name, and to feed his 
Hock, both Sheep and Lambs, in his abſence; nothing 
more remained than to take poſſeſſion of that ſeat of 
_ * bliſs, which he had merited for his own ſacred humanity 
and us, Therefore on the fortieth day after his reſur- 
reQion from the dead, he led his diſciples forth to the 
mountain of Olives, near Jeruſalem ; he there gave them 
his laſt bleſſing,” and raiſed himſelf from the earth to- 
wards heaven, They fixed their eyes upon him, as he 
- - aſcended thro? the air, till an intervening cloud received 
him from their fight. By his own-divine power he aſ- 
- cended into heaven, where he fits at the right hand of 
the Father; being, as he always was and ever will be, 
the ſame coniubftantial and co-eternal God with Him 
and the Holy Ghoſt in one and the ſame divine nature. 
The Apoſtles kept their eyes ſtill fixed on heayen, when 
two young men in white apparel came and aſked them, 
_ Why, they ſtood thus gazing at the heavens? The Jeſus, 
whom you have ſeen taken from you into heaven, ſaid 
| they, will in the ſame manner come again from thence 
do judge the living and the dead. | 
Trivial is the pomp of this vain world to a devout and 
- - , fervent Chriſtian, when he contemplates the glory of 
. Jeſus Chriſt, and conſiders the never-ending happineſs 
of the citizens in heaven. Heaven is the object, on which 
we ought to turn our eyes; thither ought our hearts and 
Wiſhes to aſpire. We never ſhould forget, that the coun. 
try, to which we belong, that the bread, which nouriſhes 
dur ſouls, that the grace, which ſupports our virtue, that. 
| the happineſs, which we hope to partake 'of, and the 
Head, of Which we are members, is in heaven, The 
ſpiritual treaſures, which we here enjoy, and the tempo- 
fal advantages, which we receive from creatures, are ap- 
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Chriſt hed. his blood ; it was to.tirarr ever hingats hi 
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End. It was 0 open us antes Jt Kamen: na 


that he is aſcended before the laſt day. The bea 
Princes were commanded to lift By their eternal gates, 


Which he had e 
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from f 6 Hg 4 ſhould be indued with the vir · 


tue of the Holy he promiſed to ſend them, 
In obedience to that — they returned from, mount 
„ oc City, hou they Tr int an upper 
room, vered unanimouſly in pr with 
women, pu jd the mother of Jeſus. ee 4 
interval Saint Peter Pann tu to exerciſe the prerogative of 
his Apoſtolical upremacy he, informed his -brethren,. 
that according to the holy Scriptures * muſt fill up 
the place of Judas Tins, who. by his traiterous preva- 
rication had fallen from the Apotleſhip, and muſt theres. 
Fore chuſe ſome one gf them, who, had followed. Jeſus. 


from the time of his Baptiſm to the day of his Aſcenſion, 


and had been witneſs. of his Reſurrection- TWo were 
immediately nominated in preferenge to all others, Mat- 


thias, and Joſeph: ſurnamed. the ijuſt. To determine 


which of the two NG: to be preferred, they had vecaurſe 
to lots, devoutly p mine di. 1 God, that he 


2 be 8 to. * his will to them. The 
upon Matthias, an wa gonſegs 
with he other eleven Apoſtles. 1 


When the time of Pentecoſt, that is to pn 1 
of fifty days. after Eaſter, was accompliſhed, a ſudden - 
noiſe was heard as of a mighty wind, ruſhing from- the : 
heavens, which filled the whole houſe, where the A 
tles were, aſſembled, Over the head of each one 


Py e fey. * eee 


may 
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immediately repleniſhed wich the Holy Ghoſt. 
— became endowed with the gift 
of tongues, and they ſpoke in different Tanguayes, as the 
Holy Ghoſt inſpired. The Apoſtles were no longer 
timid and pufillanimous men, who had hitherto 
ttrempled at every noiſe, and ſkulked from danger; they 
ruſhed into the ſtreets: of Jeruſalem, and in defiance of 
their enemies preached the crucified Jeſus, As foon as 
it was noiſed abroad, the people ran in multitudes to- 

| gether, and were amazed to hear each one his own lan- 


* 


ſpoken by Galileans, jeruſalem at that time was 
bated with 2 devout ak out of every nation un- 
der heaven; who were come to celebrate the feaſt of Pen- 
tecoſt. Aſtoniſhed to hear the A poſtles in various tongues 
ſpeaking the wonderful works of God, they aſked one 
another, What it meant, while others in derifion ſaid; 
that they were full of new wine, Saint Peter roſe up 
with the Eleven to refute the calumny: in a pathetical 
diſcourſe he informed his hearers, that what they ſaw 
and wondered at, was not the effect of wine, but of that 
Holy Spirit, which God bad ptomiſed by his prophet 
Joel to pour out 1 people. He expatisted upon 
the miracles, the and reſurreftion of Jeſus Chris 
in 2 language fo inſpired and perſuaſive, that no leſs 


*@s \ 


than three thouſand, upon con viction, embraced the true 
faith, and were baptiſed in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for 
the remiffion of their fins. de . 


On chat day of Pestecoſt, When the Law of Jeſus 
Chriſt took place of the Law of Moyſes, the Church, the 
new Jeruſalem, as Saint John ſpeaks in his Revelations, 
deſcended from heaven, like a bride decked out to meet 

_ the bridegroom, and Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Prieſt ac. 
cording to the order of Melchiſedech, erected a new Tem - 

le to the honour of his Father. The myſtery of the 

th and reſarreQion of a God-man was announced to 

the various inhabitants of the earth, who were then at 
Jeruſalem, that no pation under the ſun might be igno- 
rant of it. On that day jeſus Chriſt victoriouſſy tri- 
nmphed over thoſe,” who had nailed him to the Croſs; - 
de convinced them, that all their ſchemes againſt him 
11 N | had 


Ti 
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had been vin, and were made to ſerve as means to 76 A 


compliſh the deſigus of God. On that day he plan 


his Apoſtolic Church, as an everlaſting monument of hig 
victory: to the lateſt poſterity. that monument ſhall ſtand. 


and defy every effort, that either men or devils:can.raiſs 


againſt it. The. Spirit of truth, if che promiſes of Chriſt 
are, as no one doubts, infallible, ſhall abide witk the 
Church, and teach her all truth to the end of the world. 
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A. D. 34. Ts of. beliavers in:Jeruſalom 

11 became every day more and more nu- 
merous. Being as unanimous in charity as they were in 
their belief, they no longer retained any, poſſeſſions, 


* 


! 
{ 


"which were not devoted to the common ſervice of their 


brethren, ſo that they had no poor amongſt them Ad- 
dicted to prayer and the pious exerciſes of their religion, 


they were not ſwayed by paſſion, nor led aſtray by pri- 


vate views; their chief concern was to ſerve and honour 
God, they took their meat with gladneſs and-fimplicity 
of heart. The admirable holineſs of their lives; conjointly 


* * 


With the preaching and miracles of the Apolſlles, com- 


manded reſpect from their fellow eitiaens. Of the many 
mirxacles, wrought by the Apoſtles in confirmation f 
their doctrine, that was the moſt. memorable, which - 
Saint Peter did in favour of a lame beggar. The-holy 


Apoſtle. went with Saint John at the ninth hour to per- 


form his devotions in the Temple. They entered at the _ 
ate, which was called the Beautiful, Where a cripple. 
rom his mother's womb lay unable to move without 


help. The poor man ſixed his eyes upon the Apoſtles, 


as 5 he expected an alms. Saint Peter told him, that 
he was not poſſeſſed either of gold or ſilver, but that he 


would give bim what he had, and forthwith commanded 
him in the name of Jeſus Chriſt to tiſe and walk, taking 


hold of his right hand at the ſame time, and liſting him 
up. The man that inſtant leaped upon his feet, ſtood 
firm upon his legs, and walked joyſully with the Apoſtles 

; - + ind 
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into the Temple; giving tanks to God for the ſavour 


he had received by their means. Struck with wonder 


and amazement to ſee the man fo inſtantaneouſſy: cured. 


the people euſt their eyes upon the two Apoſtles, which 
Saint Peter obſerving ſaid, Ve men of Iſrael, why do you . 
wonder, and why do you Jook at us, as if by our own; ... 


7 
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power we had made this man to walk? The God of 


Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob, has glorified his Son 


Jeſus, whom the Prophets foretold, whom the God of 
dar Fathers ſent amongſt you for your ſalvation, but 
whom you and your rulers accuſed before Pilate, and 
crucifſied. But I know, brethren, that you did it thro” 


ignorance, or the author of life you never would have |. 


put to death. Repent there fore and be:converted, that 
— ſins may be blotted out. While he was thus ſpeak- 
g to the people, the Prieſls, with the Sadducees and 


9 ** 


officers of the Temple, came up, and being exaſperated a 


at the ſubject of his diſcourſe, commanded ſilence, and 


took both him and Saint John into cuſtody, The great 


council of the Jews next morning ordered the two Apol- 
tles to be brought before them. Upon their appearance 


they aſked them, by what power, and in whoſe: name, 
they ſpoke and ucted as they did ? Saint Peter anſwer. 
ed, In the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: for there is 


no other name under heaven given to men, whereby we 


can be ſaved. He it is, whom you cruciſied, whom God 


hatk raifed from the dead, and by whom this man hath | 
recovered the uſe df his limbs. Phe man n 


every one ſaw him ſtanding upright upon his 


ect ; his 


cure was à fact not to be detied. They ordered the : 
Apoſtles to withdraw, and began to confer amongſt 


themſetves, how they were te act in this caſe. They 


could not diſpute the miracle, and to puniſh the A poj- 
tles for having relieved a poor cripple might cauſe a tu- 


mult among the people; they therefore agreed to exert 


their endeavours in OC the report, and to have 


nothing more ſaid eit 


r of Jeſus or ot the miracle. 
Upon' this concluſiom they called in the Apoſtles, Wbom 


hey chought to terrify by menaces, and to filence by 
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mente; his power of curing the fick ſrems to have h 
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authority, bade them be gone, and be. careful ſor the 
future not to ſpeak. nor teach in the name of Jeſus. 


The Apoſtles were not to be intimidated by ſach threats. 
We leave you to judge, ſaid they in reply „whether it be 
right to hear you rather than God. We cannot 
ſpeak the things, which we have ſeen and heard. This 
anſwer of the Apoſtles deſerves to he well con ſidered * 
every. Chriſtian; the maxim is W in thoſe 
circumſtances, where God commands one thing and 
man another: it never can be juſtifiable- to obe) men 
preferably to God, FF 


: 
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A. D. 34. SAINT Peter and Saint John, beiog ace 
; 9 quitted by the Jewiſh council, went to 
find out their friends, whom they knew to be in great 
concern about them, 'They related, how the whole affair 
had been conducted, and how. it ended. The brethren 
with one accord lifted up their voice to God in thankſ- 
giving, and devoutly prayed, that he would continue to 
protect his ſervants, and inſpire them with confidence to 
reſiſt the impious, who had the Lord, 
and againſt his Chriſt, When they had finiſhed- their 
prayer, the place ſhook, wherein they were aſſembled 
they felt the 1nvigorating effects of the Holy Ghoſt, they 
were filled with new, courage, and they preached: the 
word of God with confidence, The multitude of believ- 
ers had but one heart and one ſoul. No one had any 
thing belonging to him, which was not at the ſervice of 
the community, and they, who ſold their Iands or hou- 
ſes, brought the money and laid it at the Apoſtles feet, 
to be diſtributed, as the wants of particulars ſhould re- 
uire. Charmed by the example of ſuch virtues, a 

Bruck by the miracles of the Apoſtles, great numbers 
flocked to the ſtandard of Jeſus. Chriſt, Saint * 
celebrated by the inſpired writer as the chief and 
active inſtrument in God's hand for theſe great achi 
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no botinds.” The inhabitants of the countty and cities 
round about brought forth their ſick into the ſtreets, 
and laid them on beds and couches, that the ſhadow at 
leaſt of chat illuſtrious Apoſtle might reach them, as he 
paſſedd along, and heal their infirmi tie. 
While the Church thus ſmiled with ſucceſe, and the 
joy of the Holy Ghoſt was diffuſed throꝰ the hearts of the 
faithful, a melancholy diſaſter alarmed them with the 
terror of God's rigorous judgments. - A certain man, 
named Ananias, with his wife Saphira, had fold a field, 
and, brought to the Apoſtles a part only of the money, 
which they had received for it, and laid it at Saint Pe- 
ter's, feet, as if it had been the whole fom, The inſpir- 
ed Apoſtle knew the fraud, which the unhappy man had 
committed, and thus upbraided him for it by, Ana- 
nias, haſt thou yielded to the — Wſtioran ? Why 
Haſt thou lied to the Holy Ghoſt, and fraudulently re- 
tained a part of the price, for which thou haſt ſold thy 
land? Wert thou ndt at liberty to ſell, or not to fell thy 
field; as thou ſhouldſt think fit? It was thy own. And 
after thou hadſt ſold it, was it not in thy power to make 
thy promiſe or not? Why haſt thou prevaricated in thy 
heart? Thou haſt not lied to men, bat to God. Thun 
der-ſtruck at theſe words, Ananias' fell down, and gave 
up the ghoſt; Phe young men, who were preſent; im- 
mediately roſe up, and carried him out to be buried. 
About three hours after in came Saphira, having no ſuſ- 
picion of her huſband's death. Tell me, woman, ſaid 
Saint Peter to her, whether you ſold the land for fo 
much? And ſhe an{wering, Ves; he ſeverely rebuked 
her for the wicked agreement, ſhe' had made with her 
huſband, and denounced the vengeance of God againſt 
ber-for having tempted him. Behold, the men; faid he, 
who have carried off thy dead huſband to the grave, are 
at the door, and they ſhall carry thee out in the ſame 
manner; She-that-inftant fell down before his feet, and 
expired. Phe young men coming in and finding her 
dead, curried away the body, and buried it beſide her 


* 1 


- 


„„ STORE DF) THE 


— 1 


as 
. 


: he ſudden death of theſe two unhappy Chriſtians is 
2 mavifeſt; proof of the guilt, which is contained in a 


breach of promiſe madẽ to God. God declares, that he 


An' 
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in rendering to; him the vow we have made. The ſevere 


Hates rapi ne in an hulocauſt, and tells us to be faithful 


Jnudgment, which befel Ananias and Saphira, ſays Saint 
Auſtin, ought. to caution Chriſtians againſt all ſuch 
fraudulent proceedings, as are inconſiſtent with the truth 
and ſimplicity of the Goſpel. He calls their action a 
fſſsacrilegious fraud, and Saint Chryſoſtom ſays, it was a 

theft of what was conſecrated to God. It matters not by 
whom the thing was given, whether by themſelves or by 
any other: the moment it was appropriated-to the divine 
ſervice, it belonged to God, and no one after chat could 


} 


preſume to deſtroy or take it to himſelf; without ſacri- 
le * 5 C „ r | 7 ».% 3 id 83 8 N $444 5 97. 
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Vr all the Jewiſh ſeQaries; that oppoſed 
pc the progreſs of the Goſpel, the Saddu- 
eees were the moſt violent. Stung with envy to fee the 


people ſo eager in embracing a new doctrine, they cauſ- 


Pak ed the Apoſtles, to be apprehended; and caft into the 


common priſon. In the night an Angel: of the Lord 


opening the doors led them out, and bade them preach 
next day to the people in the Temple. The jewiſn eld- 
ets met in the morning, and ſent their miniſters with 
orders to bring the Apoſtles before them. The miniſters 
repaired to the priſon, and unbarred the doors, but 
found no priſoners within: they went back, and related 


bow they had found the guard upon duty, the priſon 
well ſecured, and the priſoners gone. The Elders were 
throw into the greateſt confuſion at this report, and 


knew not What meaſures. to take, when a perſon / came 
do inſorm them, that the men, whom they had put in 
priſon, were then adually preaching in the Temple. 
An officer was diſpatched to ſummon them. The Apoſ- 
tica, ready to obey every order of the magiſtrate, that 


Was 
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— _was:conſiſtent with their duty to God, followed the offi- 
cer into the council. The High-prieſt reproached them 
wich diſobedience to the former orders, which had been 
given them, not to mention the name of jeſus among 
d zde people, nor to diſturb the publie peace with any new 
doctrines: Saint Peter anſwered” in the ſame words as 
before, That God was to be obeyed preferably to men. 
The anſwer threw the councit into a violent ferment ; 
+ "they ſwelled with rage, they ſtormed and threatened the 
__ - Apoſtles with inſtant death, when Gamaliel, à wiſe 
and prudent Phariſee, roſe up to make them hear reaſon, 
nand to calm their paſſions. With a ſoſt and ſoothing 
eloquence he diſſuaded them from acts of — nas 
convinced them, that they had no other meaſure to take 
than that of moderation; that if this new doctrine was 
the invention of men, it would of itſelf ſoon fall to 
nought; but if it ſprung from God, that it would be 
raſhneſs in them to oppoſe it. They agreed to follow 
his advice, and to diſmiſs: the Apoſtles after having 
ſcourged aud ſtrictly charged them never to ſpeak again 
in the name of Jeſas. The Apoſtles went from the pre- 
ſence of the council rejoicing, becauſe they had been ac- 
counted worthy to ſuffer reproach for the name of. Jeſus. 
Their zeal was not dampt by fuffering, they preached 
daily in the Temple, and from houſe to houſe c nor 
to teach the faith and doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. - Soon after this. ſome diſcontentedneſs aroſe amongſt 
the faichful themſelves.” The Jewiſh converts, who were 
from Greece, murmured againſt thoſe of jadea, and 
complained even to the A poſtles, that their widows were | 
neglected. The Apoſtles bade them chuſe out ſever ö 
diſcreet and virtuous men, Who ſhould take upon them ö 
the management of thoſe things, which they in the daily 
miniſtry of the word could not attend to. By common 
conſent ſeven men wete accordingly choſem; the Apoſtles | 
laid their hands upon them, and ordained them deecons. | 1 
Phe moſt eminent of theſe ſeven was Stephen, who to a na- I 
tural greatneſs of ſoul united an ardent zeal for the cauſe | 
ef God. Full of the Holy Ghoſt, he exerted the force of 
that ſacred eloquence, which diſtinguiſhod him above = 
To. | re 
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he had blaſphemed againſt God and Moyſes. He was 


where they: ſtoned him to death. A young 
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_ reſt, in in ſirudding the people in-the-knowledge of ſalva- 


tion. His enemies ſtrained every nerve to ſilenee him, but 
were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom and the Spirit, that 


— — — 


ey ſuborned falſe. wirneſſes d ſay, that he oeaſed 
not „0 (peak against the Temple and the Lat, that 


ſummoned to appear before the council, and anſwer to 
the charge, which was brought againſt him. Stephen 
ſtood in the midſt of the aſſembly ; they all fixed their 

eyes upon him; for there was ſdmething ſo charming in 
his looks, that his face ſeemed. as if it were the face of 
an Angel. Being queſtioned by the High- prieſt, he ens 
tered into a ſhort detail of the {acred hiſtory from Abra 
ham down to that time: he upbraided them ſot their 
incredulity and obſtinacy. in reſiſting the Holy Spirit, 
and concluded by telling them, that like to their har- 
dened ſorefathers, who had perſecuted the Prophets, they 


had made themſelves the betrayers and murderets of the 


Juſt One, whoſe coming the Prophets had foretold; - His 
words cut them to the very heart; they gnaſhed-;their 
teeth at him thro' anger and deſire of revenge. The 
holy Levite ſtood for ſome time ſilent, looking ap fied 
faſtly to heaven, and at laſt exclaimed, Behold! I fee 
the, heavens opened, and the Son of man ſtanding on the 
right hand of Gd! Then the Jews, as tho" be had 
attered blaſphemy, ſtopped their ears, and raſhing fu- 
riouſly upon him, hurried him out of the eity to a place; 
man, called 
Saul, kept the garments of thoſe, who ſtoned him. Ste- 


phen fell upon his knees, and whilſt hie enemies hurled 


their ſtones at him, moſt earneſtly called upon Jeſus not 
to lay the fin to their charge; add when he bad en 

his prayer, he ſlept, happily iu the Lor. 
Salat Stephen is the firſt of thoſe janumerable martyrs, 
who have ſince ſhed their blood for \Jeſus Ohtiſt. The 
charity, he expreſſed for his executioners in the very act 
of his martyrdom, ſhows him to have been the true diſ- 
ei ple of his divine maſter, He had reprimanded his ene- 
mies with {ome degree of ſeverity, but chat ſever — 
TRE inſpire 


NEW TESTAMENT. 137 


inſpired by the love he bore them. He reprosched their 
incredulity with zeal, but without bitterneſs. He was 
a dove, ſays Saint Auſtin, whoſe anger had no gall. If 
he was. ſtrong in his expreſſions, it was do break the hard- 
neſs of their hearts. At the ſame time that he glowed 
with zeal for their ſalvation," he offered up his blood to 
God for thoſe, who ſpilt it. ee eee fed 


PON the death of Saint Stephen a griev- A. D. 34. 

_ w ous perſecution commenced againſt the 3 
Church at Jerufalem. Saul, an active zealot, diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by his violences, entering into the houſes 
of the faithful, and dragging away men and women into 
priſon. A general conſternation prevailed amongſt the 
miniſters of God's word, all except the Apoſtles fled from 
the ſtorm, and diſperſed themſelves thro” the country-of 
Judea and Samaria, The diſperſion of the faithſul con- 
tri buted to the propagation of the Goſpel ; for they 
ached the word of God, where ever they went; and 
then it was, that the town of Samaria became acquainted 
with the name of Chriſt by the miniſtry of Philip one of 
the ſeven deacons. This holy man accompanied his 
preaching with many miracles; the-Samaritans ran in 
crouds to hear him: they believed and were baptiſed, 
Among the number there was one Simon. a noted-ma- 
gician, who by his ſorceries had long impoſed upon the 
people; this man; after he had received baptiſm, at- 
—— himſelf particularly to Philip. The Apdſlles, 
being informed that the Samaritans had received the 
word of God, judged it neceſſary to provide them im- 
mediately with thoſe ſpiritual helps, which Jeſus Chriſt 
had appointed to confirm the faith of his followers 
ag the terrors of perſecution. Saint Peter and Saint 
Jahn were deputed to go to Samaria for that purpoſe 2; 
when the two Apoſtles came thither, they prayed for the 
new converts, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
and no ſooner did they lay thei hands upon them, _ 
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they accordingly received the Holy Ghoſt. Simon ob- 
ſerving the viſible effect, which enſued from that myſteri- 
ous impoſition of hands, was carried away by a wicked 
deſire: of performing the like wonder, and therefore 
_ offered money to the A poſtles, if they would grant him 
the power of conferring the holy Ghoſt in the ſame 
manner. Keop thy money to- thy ſelf, ſaid Saint Peter, and 
jet it periſh with thee, fince thou haſt wickedly thought 
that the gift of God may be purchaſed: with filver, 
Gailey"of the ſame crime, and hable to the ſame curſe 
are alſo they, who, like Simon, ſhall preſume at any 
time to barter ſpiritual things for temporal. 

The Apoſtles returned to Jeruſalem,. and Saint Philip? 
was admoniſhed by an Angel to go towards the grea <7 
thicher, he ſaw a chariot going on, and an it a Runuch of 
great authority under Candace the queen of Ethiopia. 
This man had been to pay his homage to God in the 
Temple of Jeruſalem; and was upon his return home: 
he had the 178 open before him, and ſat reading 
the prophecy-of- Iſaiah. Philip was inſpired so go up to 
him, and as he approached, diſtinctly heard What the 
Eunuch read, for he read aloud. Do von think, you . 
underſtand what you read, {aid Philip to him? And ho- 
chould 1; replied, the Eudbuch, unleſe 1 had ſome. one to 
explain it to me? Come into the chariot and ſit by me. 
The paſſage of the prophecy, which he Was reading, 
was cis: Like a ſberp aua, be led- to flaughter, and as a 
mute lamb under the hands of his Sterer, ite wot his”. 
mouth, Is it of himſelf, or of ahbther, that the Prophet 
here ſpeaks, {aid the Eundch ! Philip then began, and 
ünſtructed him in the belief and doctrine of; Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
The Eunuch liſtened wich attention, loſt not a fingle 
word, that was ſpoken to him, and being thoroughly _ 
perſuaded of the truths he heard, aſked, when they came 
to a certain water, what hindered him from being bap-_ 
tiſed? Nothing, anfweree Philip, if vou only, believe. _. 
I do, replied the Eunuch ; I believe that feſus Chrift is 
the Son of God: then commanding. the chariot to ſtand _ 
Kill, and goirg down with Philip into the water, he 
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. 1 LXIX, Converſion of Saul. A4, 9. 
"== E powerful effect of Saint Stephen's 4. O. 24 
prayer for his. rs appears in the * 
convertan of Saul, Saul was a native of Tarſus in 
Cilicia, warm and violent in his temper, and as he ſays 
of himielf, a moſt zealous ſtickler for the traditions of 
his forefathers. He had ſignalized himſelf, as we have 


ſeen, i at Jeruſalem, and from that 
time e | t d inſt 


t perſuaſion and to bring them bound ia 
» When he came near to the town 
, he was ſuddenly ſurrounded by a ſtrong 
{peaking to him in the 
7 _ 
e 
* s ſaid he. tremb i 
and aſtoniſhed, eniad aut ; Lord, what wilt thou have me 
do-? Ri up,” faid Jeſus; go into the city, and there it 
mall be told ches what thou maftido, The men, Who 
accompanied him, ſſood amazed ; for tho“ they ſaw no 
| one, they nevertheleſs heard the voice. Saul aroſe from the 
ground, and found; tho' his eyes. were open, that he could 
act fe. Kii "attendants" walk him Þy tho — and 
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Sonde ted kim to Damaſcus, lere he“ aer cin 
three days, without eating or drinking the whiole 
tie. There was at Damaſcus a certain diſciple, named 
og whom our Lord in a Viſion ordered to go into 
15 38 ſtreet, which was called Streight, and to en — 5 
the houſe o Judas for one Sau of Tarſus. Anani 
flartled at the order, and repreſented to the Lord, 
8 4 a violent man this Saul was, what cruelties he h 
"committed; 3 ainſt the Saints in Jeruſalem, ' and wich 
What powers T was now come to Damaſcus. Neverthe- 
leſs Se thy way, ſaid our Lord, for this mad is to me a 


—— 


2606 of election, deſtined to carry my name before the 
let, and kings and the children of Tract.” Ana 
nias went to the 4 appointed, and being introduced 
to the man he aſked for, thus ſaid ;" Brother Saul, e 
Lord Jeſus, who appeared to thee in the Way, as chou 
cameft, hath ſent me hither, that thou 29 receive 
thy light,” and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt: he at the 
Lame time laid his hands upon Saul, and immediately 
there fell from his eyes ſomething like ſcales.” Saul at 
the moment recovered his fight, and rißug up was 160 
Aſed. He remained for ſome days with the ede 
Damaſcus, apptaring at times in the Jewiſh fynagögue, 
and publicly declaring Jeſus to be Ohriſt che 1 
Sod. All, who ſaw Him, ſtood 8 at the clade 
and wondered to hear che mag they ak ſo ſtrenuouſiy in 
| ſupport of the docrine, Which y knew he came to 
perſecute. 
Saint Paul, according to the . he gives of him- 
felt to the Galatians, reinained not long at Damaſcus, - 
before he retired into Arabia. In that. retirement 
ſpent near three years, without any communication 
the Jews, till he came back to Damaſcus. After his re- 
turn he began to preach the faith of Chriſt, and addref- 
fed his diſcourſes chiefly to the Jews, who not being 
able to withſtand his arguments, and yet not willing to 
embrace his doctrine, ſought” to take away his life, 
"Tho? he would have been happy 10 ſeal the truth by t 
effuſion of his blood, yet In hopes of reſerving himd 
for forme greater good, by labouring for the ſalvation of 
eber, 
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„he permitted his friends to let him down the 
L in a baſket. by night, and ſo eſcaped out 'of the 
hands of his enemies. Ke went, ſtreighit to | 
* ER he was only known for his former violences. The 


1 üthful bad received no certain account of his conver- 
Fon, and were afraid of coming near him, till Barnabas 


Introduced, him to; the * ofites Saint Peter aud Saint 
Janes, As. ſoon - as the hiſtory of his converſion Was 
n own, be was received with open arms, and admitted 


amongſt the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. His ſtay at Jeru- 
ſalem was no longer than fifteen 9 5 ; for his great zeal 
would not ſuffer to remain eithe leut dr-;okRive. 
Hef drew upon Mate a e which muſt have 
ended in us death, if the rethren had not prevented it | 
Þ 2 him awa e Czſarea and Tarſus. 
The converiion of Saul was once the joy of the Church, 
1 3s ſtill its conſolation. The riches of the divine 
mercy are not limited : they are ſometimes poured out 
upon the hearts even of the moſt obdurate. From being 
_ violent perſecutor of Chriſt's Church, Saul became her 
| xealous defender, and ſuccefsful propagator of her duc» 
trine, The maſt habituated finner, as long as life re: 
mains, is never to deſpair. The Almighty has his mo- 
ments and his times of grace; be may krike and hum. 
ble the he to the very earth ; and happy y will the fu- 
ner Me. in the Spirit of Saint Faul 8 Us e 
ers, Lord, what wil wilt thou have me * 8 


. eas Lana. POTTY 


| BILE Sat wa preparing Bi- 4D; 
> ſelf for the Apoltleſhip of the Gen- . 
tles, Saint Peter wrought great wonders, and made ma- 
y 8 s amongſt the Jews. The Church was re- 
85580 peace; the N Judea, Galilee. and Sa- 
| ed the moſt virtues, and enjoyed 
con ſolation of the Holy Gos. Saint Peter ooh 
MPT Fan thro' * n — and 
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10 his little flock-by' word and work. 11 
— — 2 | — 


| For hev als ne oro up ; mater —.— 
ns called: by divine appointment to communicate the 
Mitch alſo to the Gentiles in the perſon of Corneline, a 

Centurion in the Italian cohort. Thin ii teennck 
- commended by rhe facred hiſtorian for the regularity of 
"His _— for his piety to God; and dis adds Seadbes 


God had 


' Being at Cxrfaren' he was favourcd one day 
ee who told him, that 


, socepted his alas; but 
thut he muſt ſend men o and call 8 
Simon, Who wWas furnamed- and lodged in 
' Ubuſe'of- Simon — tyres war veer. gu vente 
- "would iy God might 20 enki hare commit him. 


rt have commiſſioned the 
2 . as to bid him ſend-for Saint 
Bot itn kin Evi will that a due be 
which he has en 


E w_ in 2 the inftruftion we ſtaud in need 
ve honld fubmic an aft it of Gd, whom 
| e he has commanded: us to hear. When the 
; Angel Was & „Cornelius called two of his ſervants, 
wo who he related: the vion, and ſent them to Joppe. 
They reached the town nent day about non. St. Hater 
at that very time was into an * r room of the 
© Houſe, where he lodged, and being at his prayers, fell 
into an eeſtacty of mind. He the heavens opened, 
and from thence a ſort of veſſel deſcending, like a — — 
__ ſheet, let down by th> four<omerty: in — 
25 kN 1 tures, of fou la, reptiles, and fo 
heard at the ſame time a voice, tel- 
3 him to kill and eat. Far be it from me, 2eplied 
the r — to whom 
.. the'voicez Call not chat unclenn, which God bath pu- 


© Biſied: This was re to him thres timos over, and 
Len Near yer doobing within into heaven. Now 
Won Peter was ig within himſelf, what could be 


the 
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- town;ts the-aide;cinnd uad them, what they came for, 
They made anſwer, that Cornelius 2 Centurion, aj 
and virtnous man, being warned by an Angel, had ſent 
| them watt in ho would rewen. ith them. 16 thr 2. 


| to meet and, ſalute him, which he did with profound re- 


2 3 — to the Eaſtern cuſtom, and howed bimſelf 
wn 


40 his feet. The humble Apoſtle. was diſtyrbed at 
- the extraordinary reſpe& which the Centurion paid him, 
and putting out his hand to help him up, ſaid, I am 
but a man, undeſervin boa, of ſo muck honour, -He entered 


———— and ſeeing the many Gentiles, 
Hh do were there aflem ed, began to tell them, how great 

Genules, 
dos chat God a ſpecial viſion had to kim not 


| | all ny man. unclean 5 that de terre obeyed 
= meifage, and defired to hear for what reaſon 
| t for him. The Oenturian then related bis vid- 
. ſaying, that all 
n 


Sai of 
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— nent 6p na Leng lon 
* 

- the doctrine. the li , the 
— reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the Pro- 
phets had. given teftimony, in whom alone there was re- 
miſſiom of fins, and whom the Father had inted to 


—————— and che dead. While he was thus 
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they were reſently endowed with the, 
15 =, 1 ; 2 7 God, 905 DT 


RY Fs 


Rk. The OMe 7 did not 3 to.1 
Face ere Need by er he io 2 yon TE 
rejudice,:an t to ſet them right by e 
ing rd matter to ee He diſdained cy ſays Saint 
Gregory, to enter into the juſtification of * own 
Fuel before bis inferiors, Fo related to his. own 
ad the Centurion's viſſon. In . e e the 
e referred them to the Jewiſh witneſles, whom he 
aken with him from Joppe, and concluded, chat jt ba 
not behoye him to-withitand God, and refuſe .baptifm 
eo thoſe, * had EOS the "I Gia a well a 
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P's Peter Eg ENA to ink | 


bed ak ſilenced the objectious of thoſe, Wwho ha 
hoop ready to find fault: 1 faithful were happy to hoe 
e Gentites thus called to partake with them in — | 
grace of eternal life, and. exceedingly rejoiced, when 
gr were likewiſe informed of the great . 
| had embraced the faith at Antioch. Barnabis, a 1b | 
nf as the Scripture witneſſes, full of faith and the 
ny hot, was ſent thither- to promote the work, 
we the pun of God had ſo happily N Upon, 
Mis artival he could not but rejoice-at the p r 
Pect of religion ; an extenſive field was opened to his- 
zeal ; tle harveſt of ſouls was very great, the wor 
few. | He encouraged them to perſevere .in the 9 2 
 evurle, they had undertaken, and went to T 
geſt of Saul. He found him and brought him 


| Antioch, Vee hey employed theſes far 0 
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| Nr 1 in che ſervice of he Lord; thy pail "the 
4 Qed, they laboured with unweati 
1 con blade to ſee ö 
toſel es, made, were very nume 6 
2 view with tis n elghbour, bet Do 0 
r then and re it was, 
Chriſt' doctrine were firſt diſtingui 
riſtians. About the ſame time 167 h came pro —. 4 
thither from Jeruſalem, and amongſt them Fg called 
Agabus, Who foretold à great famine.” The Chriſtiane 
were "alarmed at the prophecy, and began to, provide 
againſt the time of diſtreſs, which happened ne Clay. 
us. They collected confidetable ſuns, which they - 
| 25 into the hands of Saul and Barnabas for the relief of 
their brethren dwelling in Judea. The Church of jeru- 
ſalem was at that fime. forely apgrieved by a perſecution, 
Which Herod at the inſtigation of te fe _ 
menced againſt the faithful: the wicked king had altea 
dy lain Saint James the brother of Saint John, and was 
then meditating the death of Saint Peter. Havin 22 
ed him to bo” apprehended during the Eafter | 
ept him in priſon under a ong gan, till the bo: 
ays were over, When he intended Ns him fort 5 
the' people. The faithful were in the dee 
tion at the diſaſtrous event, ri ghtly judging F that the 
welfare of the flock was cloſely connecte with that .of 
the Paſtor, and therefore day and night did rs: up 
their moſt-fervent prayers to heaven ſor bis deli . 
The Almi 78 Ar heard their petition, and deli. 
vered his Apoſtſe on the very night, that preceded his in- 
tended; execution. Bound with two chains, Saint Peter 
hay aſleep between two ſoldiers in the priſon, 8 
reſigned within himſelf, either to liſe or death, when an 
Angel of the Lord came with * 0 to the to the 
lace, and ſtriking him on the riſe dae 
— the chains fell of from the Apo e's, 
binds ; he ſpeedily aroſe, put on his als, threw. hi 
ment round VA and followed the Angel e 
5 and ſecond ward, till they came to 2 +. 
which 1 to the city. At ma as on Ft 
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peſt conſterßa- 
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bell leu open, and they 
nee 


CS hi ſelf, for hi 


were there met to pray: 4 
ſome one knock, went to hat 
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_ dintely latew'it © 


Sniſhed his narration, he defired ther 0 repeat it to 

mes and the felt of the brethren, and hakened imme. 
diarely out of the city, as privately as he coudc. 
, "The wonderful teleafe of Saint Petor-out of pribn bad 
been thought to be of ſach importance to the Chureh, 


that the has inftituted a day of thailkſpiving co God on 


chat account. She chen exp enced, as ſhe has 
— d ũnce, that is the ſovereign difpo rg 
all dhinge hore below; that W s he 


Pleaſes, do the power of tyrants, mat he opens or thug 
| For reef 
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the priſons at his nod, & malers even che 
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JAINT Lake makes little mention of 4. D. 44. 


Saint Peter after his miraculous delive r- 


* 
Ance ont of priſon, and fills up che remaining 3 
his hiſtory abs the tranſactions chiefly. of „ 


This holy Apoſtle, ſoon after be had brought to Jeruſalem 


the charitable collections made by the Chriſtians of Au- 


tioch, was by a particular inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt 
ordained wich Barnabas the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, . 
which was done by faſting, and praying, and impoſing - 
ande upon them, Immediately after their ordination 
they directed their Apoſtolical courſe to the city of Se- 
leueia, and from thence ſailed into C prus, Where they -. 


: 


preached the word of God in the Jewiſh ſynagogues... 


. Ss 


through the whole iſland, till they came to Paphos upon 


the chat. There they met with Sergius Paulus the 
Proconſul, a, prudent man, who defired to hear thein 
1 Sergius was charmed with the doctrine, he 


, owned himſelf convinced, and would immediately 
have embraced the truth, had it not been for the diſſun- 
fions of a jewiſh magician, whoſe name was Barieſu, or 
Elymas. The Apoſtle was grieved to ſee a bar put to 
the Goſpel by a falſe prophet of his own nation: full of 
the Holy Ghoſt he arraigned the magician for his hypo- 
eriſy, and degounced the wrath of God upon him, tell- 
ing him, he ſhould: become blind, nor ſee the ſan for a 
time. The threat was no ſooner ſpoke than executed: 
ſtruck. blind upon the ſpot, the impoſtor could no longer 
figd his way about without ſome friendly hand to 2. 2 
his ſteps. The Proconſul profited by the magician s 


misfortune, and, as he admired, ſo he readily believed 
and embraced the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt. From this 


date we fiud the Apoſtle of the Gentiles no longer called 


by the name of Saul, which from the Proconſul's ſurname, 


as it is ſuppoſed; was changed into Paul. 
The two Apoſtles failed from Cyprus to Perge in Pam- - 


Phylia, and from thence went to Antioch in Piſidia. 
£ * 5-0 Sh T p ; , 
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Saint Paul, according te his cuſtom, entered the ei 
ſynagegue, and in @ long diſcourſe eftabliſhet- the doe- 
mine and divinity: of Jeſus: Chriſt, - He: was defired by 
many of his aodiences 85 they went aut, to ſpeab „ 
upon the ſame ſubject au ie nexy Sabbath, The 
rulers of the &ynegogee perceiving that he made many = 
proſelytes, roſe wp again him, and by the-diflurbances 
whey raiſed, drove him and Barnabas out of the country. 
The A poſties repaired to leontum in Lycaenia, where 
they made many converts both of the Jews and Gans 
tes. lat a periceution being vaiſed by the unbeli 
8 were ſoan after feced 10 fly to the cities 0 
and Lyſtra. The maracle; which Saint Paul here 
wrought upen a man, who had been & cripple from his 
mothe?'s womb, made the ſuperſtitious heathens believe, 
they were two deities in human ſhape, that had come 
amongſt them: they fancied Barnabas to be Jopirr, end 
Paul ter his: nce of ſpecch to be Mercury's he 
prief of Jupiter ght forth oxen- and. crowned them 
with garlands before-the gates for ſacriſice in their ho- 
nour. Fhe A paſtles ran in haſte to the deluded multitude, 
tene thew garments and exerted their eloquence to con- 
vince them, that they were al{a mortal men like them- 
| ſelves, and that not to them, but to the ſovereign. Crea- 
tar ax 2 er was only _ = was with 
da y, that the people wee pre upon to 
— --A few days after, ſo unconſtant sre the honours 
heſtwed by an undiſcerning mulkitude, the Lyſtrians 
farted into the oppokte extreme. Kxcited by the ſlan- 
ders uf certain Jews, wha arrived ſtom Jeonivin, they 
laid bands upon Saint Paul, dragged him ont of the 
town, mere they ſtoned aud left bim for dead. When 
the barbarians were gone, he reſe up, and entered inte 
the city. Next morning he ſet off with Barnabas ta 
Dzzbe, vidted the towns aud provinces, thro? which they 
hath already: patted, preaching, confirming and ordain- 
ing Prieſts, Where ever they went, and returned to An- 
tioch in Syria. Fbese they called che faithful ** 
do whom they related, what great things God bad dene 
dy tbeir hands, and what a door was opened for — 
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fore would not depatt, till che magiſtrates themſelves 


mould come and difmiſs them honourably, Ihe holy 


"36 _ continued his journey to Theſſalonica, where he 


hed with grear ſucceſs, till the violence of the Jews 
him to retire to Berea. He there met with the 
Ake perſecution ; wherefore leaving Silas and Timothy 


behind him, he went to Athens, where he converted 
Denis che learned Areopagite. 
ed his courſe to Corinth, and to Epheſus in the province 
of lonia, in all Which places he converted great num- 
bers to the Chiiſtian faith, and eſtabliſhed Church diſ- 
Apline amongſt them. The zeal of that great Apoſtle 
ſeemed to quicken, ab he went; the more he ſuffered, 
the more his heart was on fire: the Jews perſecuted kim 
in every place he came to; but the more he was/oppoſed, 
the more he ſtrove to make Jeſus Chriſt ten = ol 
* 8 En * 7 5 4 


From Athens he direct- 


L253 Te 
h 


3 } 
be 


1 5 unt. Suffring of Saim Paul, 425 22, 23 0e 
voy 4 D. 60. AINT PAUL sHowed-bimtelf no reſt; 


gi $1 he never ceaſed announcing Jeſus Chriſt, 


ebe cracified, thro? all the different ſtates of Greece 
and Aſia minor: from province to province,” from one 


iſland to another, he paſſed with indefatigable labour, 


braving every danger us and ſea, as his paſtoral 
ſolicitude for the Aren Churches called him. When 


he could not viſit them in perſon; he inſtructed, repre- 
| hended,' and exhorted, as charity directed, by his epiſ- 


dies The glory of God and the ſalvation of uls were 
* the only objects, that occupied the thoughts of that zeal- 


pus A Me. "Tho? he had great difficulties to ſtruggle 


with, he was comforted to ſes his preaching ſeconded 


dy the Faith of thouſands, and his endeavours perfected 


by the ſpecial'graces of Almighty'God;: For it was not 


by himſelf, as he ſays, but by the grace of God with 


him, that he performed ſuch Wonders. The giſt of mi- 
Fr Facles was ſo conſpicuous in him, that even the handker- 


chief * which had . 


« V — 4 4 * ” 
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the fick, and put the infernal ſpirits to. Right, From 
Vviſiting the Churches of Aſia he was called to Jeruſalem, 
- where he forefaw great trials would befall' him. For 
having been ordained the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, the 
Jes of Jeruſalem looked upon him, as an enemy to 
their Law and the holy Temple. He had not been there 
many days, before the city was in an uproar. They 
ſeined him in the very Temple, dragged him forth, and 
_ amidſt a riotous groud of citizens were preparing to kill 
bim, When the Roman Tribune, being Apriſeg of the 
tumult, took with him a file of ſoldiers, and haſtened to 
the place. The Jews, being awed by the ſoldiers pre- 
. + ſence, left off beating the bleſſed Apoſtle, and the Tri- 
dune immediately laying hold of him, commanded him 
to be bound in chains, aſking, who he was, and what 
ne had done. Some cried out one thing, ſome another; 
nothing was to be heard but clamour and tumult. The 
Tribune therefore, not being able to learn any thing for 
certain amidſt ſuch confuſion, ordered his ſoldiers to lead 
off the priſoner to their quarters, The people followed 
with loud cries and inſolence, demanding his death, 
The Apoltle aſked the Tribune's leave to ſpeak to them; 
Which being granted, he made a ſigu with his hand to 
the people, as he ſtood apon the ſtairs, and there being 
2 profound filence, he began to harangue them in the' 
Hebrew tongue. He gave them a clear and circumſtan- 
tial account of his birth at Tarſus, and education at je- 
ruſalem, of his doctrine and zeal for the Law of his fore- 
_ fathers; of his former violence againſt the Chriſtians, of 
his converſion and miſſion amongſt the Gentiles. . They 
luſtened with great attention, till he mentioned the Gen- 
tiles; they then interrupted him, and cried aloud, that 
A 1” a man was not ſit to live. The Tribune conveyed 
Kim away Within the quarters, ordering him to be ſcourg- 
_ ed and put to the torture, that he might know, why they 
cus cried out agaiuſt him. When they had bound him, 
Paul aſked the Centurion, whether it was lawful to 
_ feourge a Roman citizen uncondemned ? The Centurion 
_ - Hearing chat, went to the Tribune and told him, this 
man was a Roman citizen. Fearful of n 
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Tribane wha for 2 for having bound nd chin 2 
to the holy Apoſtle, 
= the next day for him ebene ane below 
a council of the Jews. ige ' 
The Council was compoſed © 
Phariſees and Sadducees, who were eg þ 
„ as they were oppolite in _— 3 0 
jr of Spirits und a future n Ws 
If of the re oy" in n 
eee the eas of of 14 The . 
pon divi in their mepts for and \ 
— the diſpute” grew warw, and.the Trib, Za +: 
apprekendive, left Paul might be turn W tham, 
— 4 guard of 17 7 to 80 dats. 
within the. 8 Tbe Jews were not yet 2 
their malice . the holy Apoſtle was implacables; 
aad more than y of the moſt Gery 2 a; py rr 
_ by: oath neither to eat nor ipk, tall they ſbould.. , 
m dead. rs Jag 915" ed La 32 
rac kk his. fiſter s. ſon, acquain e. Tri 
with it,” who for his. ſecur CIO a Grong, body of, 
troops to efoort him out of town El | 
Felix the governor. at Cæſarea. ix at Grit, fight dii- 
covered his incocence; yet being in hopes of exionting . 
money from bim for his releaſe, kept him. 24/0 4-44 
cloſe. priſoner, till Feſtus arrived to ſgeceed; him in 
government of the revives: . The Jews preſeated 9 
ution to the bew governor, that be would order 
be fent from aber Scher Had eee 
e gu was to have — & 
the road. The > Atoll knew 10 intention, aud 
had no other way of preventiag its effect than by 4 22. 
ing to Cæfar. Feſtus him be ſhould be (eng 
10 Rome. A few days after, King + cams oe 
jute Keſtus at Caxdairea.; their canrer tur ned up 
we fubjeft of Saint Fsal: Agrippa 5 heard. much, 
the wonderful man, and was eager to ſee him. Fellas . 
ted hirn he ſhould. beth ſee and hear ape Jo: Neun 
Le he venzrabls priſoner was brought _ 
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atiSenes before the priacipal men of the city, 
ermitted to ſpeak for himſelf, The holy Apoſtle cp and 
ſiying, bow happy he was in being . J N 2 
e ff Tuner and on Ae, Fegg r.of 
* ngth an vent 
told Huge 0 the end, he 1 
Ee lim to become a Chriſtian, He proved 
innocence ſo much to the ſatisfaction of all, who. 
heard lim,” that both Feſtus and Agripps licly de- 
— he might have been ſet 2 — le dot 
to Cæſar. Saint Paal was therefore committed 
to the care of Julius, a Centurion, who had orders 26: 
conduct him 'to Rome, Having taken leave of. his. 
friends, he was put on board a ſhip with other priſoners, 
and after a long and perilous navigation thro? erous- 
winds and — was at Fial ſha == upon the coaſt of 
Malta. The ftp went to pieces upon the rocks, the. 
crew got ſafe py thay where they 3 great — 
menity ſrom the inhabitants, Saint Paul having 
a bundle of flicks and laid them upon the 
which was kindled to dry their clothes, \a viper came 
out of the heat, faſtened to his hand, and there hangt: 
abs barbarians from thence concluded him to. be a mur- 
derer, whom the divine juſtice had overtakew hy land... 
aſter having ſpared him at ſea, But when they ſaw him... 
ſhake off the venemous creature into the-fire without re» 
ceiving any hurt, they altered their opinion, and fanci- . 
ed him to be'a God. The Apoſtle during bis ta there 
employetl his miraculous power in favour of the fick, and 
amongſt others healed the father of Publius, we we 
governor uf the iſland. At the end of three months be 
embarked again, and paſſing by ſeveral places landed mt. .: 
Puteog, and from thence went to Rome, He there met 
_ with courteous treatment from the Romans, being per- 
mitted to one un moleſted in his own-private lodging 
under a fingle gu, eds GG whom by planted. He ;. 
| emed a inc fs Vide then for rom oo pets eng. 
which time he Nee not to preach the faith of Chriſt 28. .. 
oh fig cue to ſec dic, = made mary e eg. 5 
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eehte houſehold, a0 enn, ria. x 
the Philippians, * -- 

Saint Luke here Leides bis: wiflerpof the.afts of — 
Apoſtles. Of all che holy Fathers, who have left us 
their comments upon Saint Paul, Saint Ohryſoſtom ſerms 
| to have carried his ideas af him to the hi point of 
panegyric. He ſpeaks with raptures of his virtues, and 43 
— diſplays: the flowers. of his golden eloquenes in — "3 
forth the praiſes. of a Saint, the memory of. whoſe { 
ferings gave him ſingular comfort and encouragement. 10 
amidſt the like trials, Which __ 18 7 47 
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4. Di 94 .LTHOUGH the: Revelitions of Sai 
John are full of myſtery, and obſon 
in themſelves, yet the Saints and interpreters of — 4 
Scripture! eſteem them, as a prophetic and inſtructive te 
hiſtory of Chriſt's Church, from-its- firſt eſtabliſhment - + 
upon earth to its final triumphant ſtate in heaven. The 
Frſt part relates to the particular Churches, that were 
founded in Afia minor; the latter part regards the Ca - 
tholic Church at large. The ſacred intelligence is con- 
veyed under the myſterious. ſymbols of ſeals, trum ; 
and vials.: There are ſe ven ſeals, to each of which core 
reſponds a trumpet anda vial, and they denote as many 
s.of time, into which this laſt and ſeventh age f 
| the world. is ſubdivided. At the beginning of each pe- 
rtiod che Lamb is repreſented, as opening one of the ſeals; 
which incloſes the great events, that are to befall tùbs 
Church during that period. An Angel i in conſequence . 
Jounds:the trumpet to give the alarm, as it were, to man- 
kind, on-account of the evils, that are going to enſue: 
while another Angel pours out the vial of divine venge- _ 
- ance upon finners.in een of the. evils, _ 2 irt 
brought upon the Chureh, - 
be Apoſtolic. Prophet tells vs; that bang in the * 
as of Patmos, whither he had one” baniſhed by the 
| 7 3 
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Lord's day, and heard behind him the fhrill voice as it 
were of a trumpet, telling him to write down; what he 
ſaws. He turned himſelf round and beheld ſeven golden 
candleſticks; in the midſt of which there ſtood a perſon 
like unto the 8on of man, clothed with a garment down 
to his feet, and girted round about the breaſt with a gol- 
der girdle. His venerable locks were as white as ſhow; © 
| his eye-balls Hamed like fire, his feet like burniſhed 
braſs, and his voice reſembled: the ſound of many ruſh- 
ing waters. In his right hand he bore ſeven ftars; from. 
his mouth came out a ſharp two-edged ſword ; his Whole 
countenance ſhone- like the ſun, Struck at the awful 
appearance, Saint John fell down at his feet, as tho' he 
had been dead. The myſterious: perſonage then laid his 
right hand upon him, ſaying, Fear not; I am the firſt 
and the laſt, and alive, and I was dead; and behold I 
am living for ever and ever. The ſeven ſtars, you ſee 
in my right hand, repreſent as many Angels or Biſhops 
of the — Churches in Aſia, ſigni by the ſeven 
candleſticks. What you therefore ſee, write in a book, 
and ſend it to the ſeven Churches. To the Angel of 
Epheſus ſay, That I commend him for the labours he 
has endured, for his zeal againſt the deeds of the impi- 
ous,” and for his patience in ſuffering ; but that have 
ſomething againſt him, for having fallen from his firſt 
fervour. Let him therefore reflect from whence he is 
fallen, and do penance. To the Angel of Smyrna im- 
part the words of conſolation amidft the ſufferings of 
ſecution and ſlander, which he is forced to undergo. 
Fer him wp <a for new conflicts, and perſevere, el, * 
-has begun, faithful unto the end; L will give him tho 
crown of liſe. Tell the Angel of Pergamus, that his 
ſted faſt faith is acceptable to me, but that I expect him 
to ſhow- more vigour againſt the teachers of wicked doc- 
trine: let him do penance, or I will come quickly to 
him. Pell the Biſhop of Thyatira, That I ſee his cha- 
rity to the poor, his fortitude in ſufferings, and his fer- 
vour in good works ; but that 1 have ſomething againſt _ 
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bim, becauſe he ſuffers. the falſe propheteſs ſezabel to 


ſeduce my ſervants... Inform the Biſhop of Sardis, That 
he is dead in the fight of Gd, tho' he has the name of 
being alive; his works are imperfect. Let him do pe- 
nance, and remember, what. talents he has received, and 
what he has heard; elſe I will come and ſurpriſe him, 
Uke a thief in the night. Let the Angel of Philadelphia 
know, that T loye him, on account of his fidelity and 
patience in ſufferings ; that I will ſtrengthen him apaidft 
the hour of temptation; and make him a pillar in the 


Temple of my God, In the laſt place, tell the Biſhoj 


of Laodicea, that I cannot bear him on account of hi 


tepidity, and that I am ready to caſt him from me: he 


thinks himſelFrich, and does not ſee, that he is miſera- 
ble, and poor, and blind and naked. Let him there- 
fore-purehaſe of me the pureſt gold, that he may become 
rich, and provide himſelf with white garments, that the 
name of his nakedneſs may not appear. 
The judgments here paſſed by Jeſus Chriſt upon thoſe 


reſpectable prelates of the Church, are a ſubject of alarm 


to all Chriſtians, who are upon their way towards hea- 
ven. r revealed to his beloved Apoſtle, ſays 
Saint Gregory, the good, which thoſe ſeven Biſhops had 
performed, and yet declared, that they had penance ill 


to do for the evil, which had crept in amongſt their 


700d works. In the ſtrictneſs of his juſtice he diſcerned 
the progreſs, they had made in virtue, and noticed the 
degrees they had fallen from their firſt fervour, From 

amidſt their ſhining actions he diſtioguiſhed each fingle 
fault, and let not paſs any one ſpeck, that disfigured 
the beauty of their, virtues. A fingle omiſſion of duty, 
one neglect of vigour, when it was called for, provoked 
his diſpleaſure, and nothing but a timely repentance 
could ſecure. the moſt venerable. and otherwiſe virtaQus 
perſonages from, being removed from their ſtation, and 
ſeeing their crowns given to others. In this myſterious 
revelation, continues the holy Pontif, Jeſus Chriſt in- 
forms us, how little the moſt virtuous Chriſlians have to 
lory in, and how great reaſon they have to humble 
themſelves before God. If we only dive into our own 
| hearts,, : 
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hearts, and with an impartial eye ſurvey the foldings of 
our conſciences, we ſhall diſcover more than enough 
to confound our: pride, and to give us a miſtraſt of all 
the good, we think aurſelves polleſſed of, '* 
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7" $ KXXV; Opening of the Heawens,” Apoci 4. 
et ents tn * ET R l 
F. OM chat firſt ſcene, which was exhibited upon 
+ dme earth to Saint John, he was in 3 up to 
heaven. The heavens opened to his view, and a voice 
like that of 'a trumpet ſummoned him to come and ſee 
the things, which were to happen in after times. Be- 
hold a throne was ſet in heaven, and upon the throne 
One fitting, whoſe appearance was as the brilliant jaſ- 
Jr and ſardine ſtone. A bright rainbow, like an eme- 
Tald, extended itſelf over the throne, and edged it round 
with a variegated crown-.of the moſt lively colours. In 
2 circle round the throne ſtood four and twenty feats; on 
which there ſat four and twenty Elders, robe in white, 
with'crowns of gold upon their heads. From the throne 
there iſſued out lightnings, and thunders, and voices: 
| before the throne were” ſeven Hurning lamps, which are 
the ſeven ſpirits of God: far and wide, as if it were the 
floor of heaven, was expanded a boundleſs plain, re- 
{embling the glaſſy ſurface of a calm and tranſparent ſea. 
In the midſt and round about the throne fto0d four liv- 
ing creatures, full of eyes on every part of chem. The 
Arſt of theſe creatures had the reſemblance of a lion; the 
Tecond'of a calf ;/ the third of a man, and the fourth of 
an eagle upon the we They ceaſed not day and night 
crying out, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God — 
I who is, and'who is to come! And whilſt the four 
ving creatures proclaimed that canticle of praiſe to 
Him, who ſat upon the throne, the four and twenty 
Elders proſtrated themſelves before him, and laid their 
crowns: at his feet, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord 
our God, to receive glory, and honour, and , be- 
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| power, 
cauſe thou haſt created all things, and for thy will they 
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Kere, and have been created, In the right hand of 
© him, ho ſat upon the throne, Saint John ſaw u book, 


232 


written on every fide, and ſealed! with ſeven ſeals: A 


_- mighty Angel advanced, and proclaimed with a loud 


* 
. 'S 


"© voice, if any one was there worthy'to open the book, 
Aud to looſe: the ſeven ſeals thereof: and no one was 
Found. Faint John *apon that podred aut 4 flood of 
teurs, and one of the Elders ſaid to him, Weep not; 


For behold the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the r̃bot of Da- 
vid, has conquered by his death, and merited the pow- 
er of opening the book, and of loofing the ſeven ſeals 
thereof. Saint John then looked, and ſaw Randing in 
the midſt of that celeſtial aſſembly, a Lamb with ſeven 


. | Horns and ſeven eyes, reſembling a wickim, chat had 


7 
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been flain. The Lamb advanced, and tock the: book 
out of the hand of Him, who fat upon the throne and 
| yi it : at that moment the four livmg creatures and 


tze four and twenty Elders fell down before him ; each 
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one having in his hand à harp and golden vial full of 


Das 


Fragrant odours, which are the prayers of the Saints. 
They all began a new canticle of praiſe in honour of the 


Lamb, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord. to take the 
© book, and open the ſeals thereof ;« becauſe thou haſt been 
lain, and by thy blood haſt redeemed us unto God out 
of every tribe and nation upon the earth. At the ſame 
time thouſands and thonſands of Angels raiſed their voi- 


Les, in honour, of the Lamb, that was flainz and every 


© Lamb for ever and ever: a 
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ſaid Amen. © £0) | ane 
The holy Fathers ſeem loſt in admiration at the pro- 
Found homage, Which the happy citizens of heayen pay 
to Jeſus Chrift,” as Saint John has deſeribed him under 
, the emblematical figure of à Lamb. To Him is given 
all power in heaven and on earth; the power of diſcloſ- 
OY ing "thoſe myſterious ſecrets, which had been ſealed up 
in the boſom of the Divinity, and which none but a 
Gab man could dive into, By his death and refurreRti- 

e 2 5 on. ; 


Creature, which is in heaven, and on the earth, and in 
the ſea, joined in ſinging benediction, and glory, and 
power to Him who fitteth —— the throne, and to the 


the four liying creatures 


9 


' | * ä | 
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oon he has imparted to us a knowledge, of which the 


World was ignorant before: conſequentiy great is the 


obligation we are under of paying him our moſt grate- 
ful homage: wonderful are the ſecrets of his kingdom, 


- , -z\which he has revealed unto us, and . 


to be our endeavours to attain it. To join thoſe heaven- 
Ivy quires, and. to ſing the praiſes of our Creator eternally 
with them is the object of our hope, and the completion 


8 * » = ' - 
ol our pureſt deſires. a 
* * b * 5 92 * 

18 «T0 4 « . 
wt bl X LE 3 L944 >» . 5 nol þ - " 

9 L 1 7 * 1 9 * ** . ” = Fn " * - 
5 = 

5 „ RA? 


8 LXXVI. The ſeven ſeals. . Apoc. 656. 
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IF; 1 Lamb, having received the book, began to ex- 
erciſe his power in opening the ſeven ſeals, which 


were ſet upon it. Upon his opening the firſt ſeal, one 


ol the living creatures cried out with a voice as loud as 
thunder, Come and ſee. Saint John looked, and be- 
hold, a white horſe, the emblem of triumph. His rider 


was equipped with a bow, and had a cron upon hie 
bead, like ſome -mighty conqueror, going forth in 
gqueſt of victory. At the ſecond ſeal there appeared 


another horſe, that was red, the baleful token. of war. 
Jo him, who ſat thereon, was given a great ſword, and 
power to kindle bloody ſtrifes amongſt men, and to ba- 
niſſi peace from the face of the earth. At the third ſeal 


tdtmere went forth a black horſe, the repreſentative of fa- 


mine, and he, who ſat. upon him, held a pair of ſcales 
In his band. At his appearance a voice was heard, ſay- 
ing, Two pounds of Wheat for a penny, and thtige two 


coilg pounds of barley for a penny; but the wine and ot] hurt 


thou not. At the fourth ſeal appeared a pale horſe, che 
ghaſtly mark of peſtilence. His rider was called Death, 
and Hell followed him. His power extended over the 


8 four parts of the earth to deſtroy mankind by the ſword, 


by famine, peſtilence, and the beaſts, of the earth. At 


te fich ſeal, St. John ſaw under the altar the fouls of 


C 
- 


© "they cried with a loud yoice to the Lord, holy and true, 


4 


w $0zultify their cauſe on earth, To each one, of theſe 2 


42 white 
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white robe wag given, and they were told to reſt awhile, 
till the aged ta. ould be filled up of their brethren, who 
were to fall a ſacrifice like them, in teſtimony of the 
truth. At the fixth ſeal thoſe deadly terrors enſued, 
which ſhall ſtrike the wicked at the approach of God's 
avenging day. For there was a great earthquake, the 
ſun became black, as ſackcloth of hair, the moon grew 
red as blood, and the ſtars from heaven fell upon the 
earth, The heaven itſelf mrunk back like a book, or 
a ſheet of parchment, that is rolled together: the moun- 
tains and the iſlands were ſhaken out of their places; 
the kings of the earth, the princes and mighty warriors, 
the rich and powerful ran to hide themſelves in dens and 

caverns of the earth. Overwhelmed with terror, the 
ealled upon the rocks and mountains to fall down an 
reen them from the face of Him, who fitteth upon the 


> * 


3 


throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. 

Sach is the deſcription of thoſe alarming images, 
which were revealed to Saint John. The dreadful dif. 

lay of divine juſtice, and the terrors of the wicked at 
the expectation of evils, that they fear, are exhibited in 
fach ftriking colours, that we cannot but tremble at the 
imperfet_ glimpſe, we catch of them. The obſcurity, 
in which theſe truths are revealed at preſent, diſcloſes 
enough to fix our faith, and at the ſame time excites our 
apprehenſions of ſomething ſtill more terrible, than we 
can yet diſcover, I am perſuaded, ſays Saint Denis of 
Alexandria, that the revelations of Saint John are as 
fublime in themſelves, as they are unintelligible to man, 
Tho' I do not comprehend the words I 1 1 yet I know 
they contain ſomething great; the trath, tho 


- 


concealed 
in obſcurity, is not leſs important. I | nem not to ſet 
myſelf up as a competent judge of theſe matters, nor do 
I meaſure them by the littleneſs of my own capacity; 
but truſting more to divine faith than to human reaſon, 
1 firmly believe thoſe revealed points, tho“ above the 
feach of my weak comprehenſion. My reſpe& for di- 
vine revelation is not leſſened by its being obſcure ; 1 55 
reſpeAkully receive the truth, which is revealed, an 
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adote the myſteries, which I cannot compre- 
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WY HEN the Lamb had opened the ſeyenth feal, there 
w 


Was filence in heaven, as it was were for half an 
hour. Saint John then obſerved ſeven Angels, each 
with a trumpet in his hand, ſtanding in the preſence of 
God; another Angel came at the ſame time, having a 
golden cenſer, and placed himſelf before the altar. He 
was preſented with incenſe, that he might offer of the 
prayers of alf the Saints upon the golden altar, which wa; 
ereQted before the throne of God. For by the incenſe 
the prayers of the Saints were repreſented, and the 
ſmoking fragrance aſcended up before God from the 
hand of the Angel. The Angel after that filled his cen- 
fer with fire from the altar, and caſting it upon the earth, 
there enſued great earthquakes, and thunders, and voi- 
ces. The ſeven Angels then prepared themſelves to 
found the trumpet. At the found of the firſt Angel's 
trumpet, there fell upon the earth a ſtorm of hail and 
fire, mingled with blood, which deftroyed a third pars 
of the earth and trees, and burnt up all the 200 graſs, 
The ſecond Angel ſounded his trumpet, as it were 
a huge burning mountain was thrown into the ſea; a 
third part of the ſea was thereby turned into blood; a 
third part of the creatures, which had life in the ſea di- 
ed, and of the thips a third part likewiſe periſhed, At 
the blaſt of the third Angel there fell from heaven a blaz- 
ing ftar, like a torch ;- and the name of the ſtar was cal- 
wormwood : it fell upon a third part of the ſprings 
and rivers, the waters of which being poiſoned' ih their 
ſource became bitter, and many men died thereof. The 
fourth Angel ſounded his trumpet; and behold, a thire 
part of the ſun, of the moon, ; and of the ſtars, was ſmit- 
ten with darknefs ; fo. that the day and the night were 
deprived one third of their uſual light. At that moment 
an eagle flew through the midſt of heaven, Ag | 
wi 
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with a loud voice, Wo, wo, wo to the inhabitents off dhe be 
earth, by reaſon of the evils; which the ee other. Ane. 
gclawere.mady to denounce. „ Fra ” 
By the exhibition of theſe awful Fg ao they- were 
ſhown to Saint John, it appeate, how dreadfulthejudg- -* 
ments are, which.anoffended/ God will pour out upon :: 15 


thoſÞ:who-Mghtahis juſſſee and abuſe his eres Ne 


warn ſinners long hefore hand of the — -putiſhment, --+ 9 
Which awaits the impenitent in another world. He ſends: 
— his Angels,, the mihiſtem of his holy Word, to rouſsſe 

nd out of the lathargy of ſin, to ot ta them be 
for his ſacred law, and. a fear of oftending him 
He calls the inner. to repentance, he patientiy waits „ 
return; but he waits not beyond the, term that 5 Wi-. 5 
dom has fed he ſuffers not his-patience 10. he 4 used por 
with impuni — when the time of meren is zun but, 
every thing then becomes ſablercieys 19s juſtice. +. Wh; 555 


124% * 2 #4 1 $22:h 70 i 57 DEE: e , 
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and 9 4 Lv. The, dent. e pat e 1 1 
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 6fth Angel beräsg- ſounded hienmpet, Saint 54 
" Joka: aw: a-ftar fall from heaven to the earth, and 
to o big was. given. the key of the bottomleſe pit. He 
opened the mouth of the pit, from whence a thick ſmoke 5 
aroſe; s from a s and the light of mee 
ſun, andgthe air was darkened. From the ſmoke ofthe; -. 4 
= there ſwarmed out. locuſts, -which.. had.. the power: of; -.: 
ping to dex and ſting mapkind., But theiypower: _, 
was reſtraĩned to thoſe men only, Who ba nog the ſeal: ©. + 
of God upon. their ſofehead: nor Were they permitted o 
hurt the trees, or the graſs, or any green thing. of the 
earth, Neither had they a power given: them overthe 
lives of men: their power Was 704 85 tockill, but to tor--— 
ment for five. months ; and the pain, they cauſad, Was, 4 " 
like to:that of à ſcorpion, When he ſtriketh a mand In; 
2 „ ſays the ſacred. text, men ſhall feels death, 5 4 
not find. it; they mall wich to * „ | 
rel fly From them. The ſhape: of theſt 1 
like * of a war-horſe, * For yok: They * 
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wore on heir heads a ſort of ring Bonne Laold ; 

in their face they reſembled men, had the hair of wo- 

men, and the teeth of lions. They were armed with 
„ and the noiſe, they made with their 


* was like the rumbl ing f 
ruſhing on to bat 


that of a fe, and in 
over them a king 
2 pit, whoſe 


were co 
brimſtone: the | 
their mouths iſſued forth fire, and ſmoke and brimſtone. 
| The power of thoſe horſes was in their mouths and in 
their tails 3 for their tails were like to ſerpents: they 
had heads; and with them they hurt. By them a third 
part of wen was flain, and of thoſe, who ſurvived, none 
repended of their fins, none refrained from the works of 
iniquity ; nor did ceafe from their idolatrogs wor- 
ſhip of devils and A 
o the locuſts and the 
Saint Joha to have ſuch power in their mouths and tails, 
Saint | compares all hypocrites and falſe teachers. 
For theſe alſo under their lips have venom aud a fling, 
with which they wound and hurt mankind: Under the. 
diſguiſe of u gliuering varfide they walk abroad, and, 
as they'wadt neither art to flatter, nor abilities to pleaſe, 


work themſelves by degrees into favour with the people 
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foot upon "the ſea, and hig left upon the land. 
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ed endes. Phys it was, that the Ariane, like other we- 
taries of every a 


e and clime, impoſed upon the world, 
and maintained formidable ay ui the Church, 
being broken by inteſtine tes of dec 
755 Fam 1 they ſunk at laſt, A he — 
ns Eng 


, v3 or ST 
Keg a8 mie tat a. 
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CANT J0uN nw. another oy Angel deſeend | 

from heaven, clothed with 3 Haus, and crowned 

with a rainbow on his head: his face ſhone like the ſon,” 

and his feet were as pillars of fire, In Kis hand he bei 
2 little book, which was open; then ſetting his * 


out a loud, as is the roaring of a Hon, and way 2 
en by  feven, voices, thar uttered their" ſentences in thun- 
1% V Saint John Was about to write the thinps, Which 
"= feven thandets had uttered, when a voice on hea 
ven b de him ſeal 8 up, and Write chem not. The 
Angel, ſtill ſtanding upon he land and fea, liſted ap bis” 

py ts heaven, 10 2 Wore 4 —9 who liveth for ever 
and ever, who hath created the heaven, the earth; the 


fea, and alt 'things' in them, that time mould de 86. 


more; that as 7090 as the feventh Angel ſhould begin to 
ſound his trumpet, the myſtery of God ſhould be ned, 


as he hath declared by his ſervants the Prophets, When 


he had ſaid this, the voice again from heaven ſpoke to 

Saint John, 'bidding him 2 A nd take 'the little book. 
from the Angel's hand. he Apoſtle went and aſked. 
the Angel, as he” was fill a to give him * the. 
din Ake f Ihe. ſaid the Fi 14. and eat it: up: in 
mouth'it ſhall de Tweet as „ bur whe 1 Naſt 
ſwallowed it, thad ſhalt find” it bitter in thy” bowels. 
Thou muſt propheſy again to many natipus, to different 
kings and people. Saint John received; the book from 
his hand, 115 when he had eaten it, found it both ſweet 
and bitter, as the Angel had aſlured him. 


The 
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The little book, mentioned in this revelation, is, acs 
cording to the holy Fathers, no other than the holy Scrip- 
ture, Chick furniſhes our ſoul with fobd und — 5 
ment. We exhnot- digeſt it of ourſelves; br can w 
comprehend, what it pontains, without the ſpeci \ 
and direction of Almiphty God; he himſelf muſt deli“ 
ver it to us by his Angels, or miniſters, as he did to 
Saint John, and once before- to Ezechiel the Prophet. 
We thief ent chat bool, according to Saint Gregtrygß 
when by che help of the Holy Ghoſt we reliſh and oct 
the fatred truths; Whieh it contains. To thoſe; whe 
know what it is to tafte the ſweets of virtue, the ſacred. 
uthe are ſweet and pleaſant 3 but to thoſe, Who are ad 
ied. 40 ſue ſaal pleaſures, the. knowledge, 'which re- 
ſtrains them, is bitter and diſguſtful. It may alſo hap- 
pen, ſays the ſame Saint Grégory, that we experience 
within ourſelves the ſame two contrary effects of ſweet 
and bitter from the ſame knowledge. For the more we 
know of God, the. more we know alſo of ourſelves, 
Unleſs God enlightens us, there is nothing but darkneſs 
in u. Nutderlefs defecte, fins and patiions lie con- 
<eajed within ouf heatts; unknown to our very ſelves, 
till che light of the Holy Ghoft ſhows them to ns; Then 
it id, that we begin with birterneſs of heart to refleQ up- 
on our paſt follies, and to beg with the royal 37 
that all our deſires may heneefbrward be directed ſolely 
to the Lord; Let me know thee, my God, let me know. 
myſelf, was the ferveat prayer ef Saint Auſtin. 
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1 Saint John had taken the book, he was pre- 
. A ſented with à reed like unto à rod, and bid to riſe 
and meaſure. the Temple of God, the altar, and them, 
that adored therein; but not to 1 the outward court, 
becauſe it was abandoned to the Gentiles, who were per- 
mitted to trample the holy city under foot two and forty 
months.” My two witneſſes, ſaid the Almighty, ſhall 
: X 2 
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Fin? _ ren, a (nd Tap pop th 8 
: out of their mouths 
5 dou heir their enemies who attempt to 


n to ſhut the hea- 
1 5 was ag fa * time of their pro- 
8 pover i er ene 


5 the pig with* plz 
aſe 1 7 17700 they mall have ae 


8 the eaſt that 44 out me {the abyb, 
— K to R ill 


Wo 1 7 ede dead bodies ſhall e — 


1 the great city, which is called ſpiritunlly Sodom and 
Egypt 5 155 1s the city, where their Lord was Trucified- 
of the tribes;, of different tongues und nations, 
11 e heir. bodies lying for three day and a half, and 
.- not ſuffer them to' be"interred. + The inbabstants of the 
ET. Mall rejoice over chem, and make merry-;7they 
ſball ſend pre r ents to one another, becauſe 3þe two Pro- 
fen are Md, Wh ſorel ly tormented them. The reve- 
tion of this hiſtory 3 is thus far related” in the prophetic 
ſtyle, as of a thing fo n but as in — 
e is no event, howeyer far remoyed into I 
but what is preſent or even paſt with reſ) 
ag narration woos on from this place,” my — 
120 . e For after wp ree days and a half, ſays the 
.. ſacred; text, thes N life returned into the tw Pro- 
"re 3598 they ſto their feet; and great fell 
all, who faw thee. Sum moped by a voice from 
„ baren, Te Come up hither, they mounted" in a 
cloud before the face of their ænemieb, and went tri- | 
HA INE to heaven.” At that hour pt violent earth. 
uake was 7 by which the tenth part of the city fell 
—_— and ſeven thouſand men 9 lain: the ſurvi- 
vors were {gized with dread,” and gave . 888 
2 heaven. At that period the ſecond 
third Wo will come quickly. The ſeventh Angel bog 
_ ed his trympet, and there were great voices in heaven, 
4 2 The kingdom of this world is become our Lord's 
wy or Chritt's, 21 he fhall reign Jor eve und ever. 
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four-and twenty elders fell 
_ Gedodafingn We. N 8 ie 8927720 
mighty becunſe thou ball taken t a Fer ty at p]. 
- 088g cha- nationg were . 24 15 wrath "ir rome 7 
— come, when the de dept thal ee 
* thon malt fender to ſerva ts the fei 
cheir dabovre, and t0. the wicked, who Have corupte 
z-punihment and everlaſting Ueffriiftion. | 
— . nes Auſtin, 210 as the 7 
will 1 Wiles end in ſufferings ind * 
earths or ſq the may be rer e 
n beaven. For not ouly the two*Pro- 
be Apocalyp ple makes mention; ut 


many mare — Saints in thoſe latter _ „ hal — 2 
ſor martz a invincible NN ho ed 
1 * open wit with 95 3 futy, they yet ſhall 
triumph through. Him, who ſuffers not his 
-  ſeryants.to be aſſailed pron reater trials, than he efiables 

them to bear. Tbe devil has no further power again& 
u, than Jeſus Chrilt allows. him; and Jeſus Chiſt al- 
len him no more, chan 1 18 neceſſary do try the Fae. 
16 nde perfect the virtues « 1 . (Re 

nin * heyomu [+ 7 "oF ee 
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hr Pu defeription of the Beall, that flew the tus great 
: Prophets,. is. dran in the moſt frightful colours: 
aiot;Joknlaw him emerge from the ſea. It way a mon- 


15 


dier wich Gren- heads and ten horns: upon his" 
1 * diadems, a * heads names of blaſphemy, 
In ſhape: he. * 1 * bear*s feet and a 
(is? lien a month, Jaw," had been 


One he 
truck with a-mortal 2 But the- wound was then 
bu ba. ſuength was enormous, ind chat ſtrengtk 

be geceived — paces, of The ko 'eafth Nimed 
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cred.name and his tabernacle, and all the bleſſed citizens 
of heaven, Power was given him to make war upon the 
Saints for two and forty months, and to overcome them: 
kis empire was univerſal; it extended over all the nati- 
ons of the earth, aud all adored him, who kad, not their 
names written in the book of life. After that Saint Johw 
faw another Beaſt coming up from the earth: this Beaſt. 
had two horns, like a lamb, and ſpoke as a dragon. He 
executed"the power of the former Beaft, and compelled 
the inhabitants of the earth to adore him. To, this ſe< 
cond Beaſt was granted a power of performing great won 
ders and ſeeming miracles, ſo as to call down. firgifrom- 
heaven, By theſe fipns he ſeduced many from their du- 
- God; he gave life and ſpeech to an image of the 
alt, which he cauſed to be made and ſet up as an idol, 
oedering them to be flain, who ſhould refuſeto adore it. 
He ſhal oblige every one, both little and great, rich and 
— to wear a mark or a fign of their ſubm iſſion to the 
iſt, and no one ſhall be allowed either to buy or fell,” 
who has not that mark either in his right hand, or upow-- 
his forehead 5 which mark ſhall be either the name of the 
Beaſt written at length, or the number oſ his name g for. 
it is the number of a man, and the number of him is fix. 
Hundred fixty fix © tnt def 
The eyes of Saint John were drawn from theſe two 
frightful monſters to behold the Lamb, that appeared 
ſtanding upon mount Sion, and with him a hundred and 
forty four thouſand choſen ſouls, who had his name and 
the name of his Father written on their foreheads. Theſs 
ſong, as it were, a new ſong before the throne, and the 
heavenly arches reſounded with joyfut harmony. Theſe 
are they, in whoſe mouth there was no lie, and who were 
not defiled with women; for they are virgins, and ſollow 
the Lamb whitherſoever he goes: robed in innocence, they 
are without ſpot before the throne of God. This proſ- 
pect was preſently interrupted by an Angel flying chro... 
the midſt of heaven, and crying with a loud voice, Fear 
the Lord, and give honout to him, becauſe the hour o 
lis judgment is come, That 1 followed by two”. 
pheys; de Brit of which ind, She 3s ee 
5 Babylon 
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Bnbylon is fallen; and the other proclaimed aloud, Thar 
if any man ſhould adare the Beait and his image, and 
reteive his mark, either in his hand or on his forehead, 
the face ſhall alſo drink of the cup ef God's wrath, and 
be tormented with fire and brimſtone. They, who. ſhalt 
be doomed to this puniſhment, ſhalt have no reſt by day. 
op* hight; for the A of their torments mall aſcend 
ſor evef and ever in the fight of the holy Angels, and in 
S r Here is che patience of the Saints, 
who keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jeſus: ' and a voice: from! heaven, ſaid, Bleſſed are they 
who die in the Lord; that they may reſt from their la- 
 boyrs; for their workee fol, tem 2 
Saint Gregory is diffuſe in his remarks upon theſe tw) o 
beaſts of the Apot — ſecond more eſpecially. 
makes him tremble. His outward figure is that of a" 
lamb, but his language is the language of a dragon, de- 
eeitful and poiſonous. The deſcription, ſays. the holy 
DeRor, gives us a faithful. picture of thoſe ſeducing hy- 
poetites; Who go about to draw men into perdition and 
the ſuates of the devil. They ſpring from the earth, thar 
is to ſay, they are engendered and exiſt by a power ail- 
together earthly ;. they wear the appearance of a lamb, 
that unſuſpecting mortals may not be afraid of coming 
them; and when they have drawn them within 
their reach, they then entangle them in the ſerpents?? 
folds, and kill them with their poiſonous breat. 


© "$LXXXH. The ſeven wialr. Apot. 1. 
8 JOHN fays, he ſaw. another ſign in heaven 
great and wonderful. He ſau ſeven Angels holdiog 

in tbeir hands the ſeven laſt plagues, which ate the ac- 
compliſhment of God's: wrath, Theſe Angels coming 
out af the Temple, for the Temple of the tabernacle was 
there diſplayed in full view, received from one of che 


four living creatures ſeven golden vials, ſull of the wratn 


of God. A loud voice at the ſame time came from the 
Temple, ſaying, Go, pour out the ſeven vials of God's | 


wrath 


poured-out his vial upon the earth. A ſore and grievou;,ẽ,t 
wound that inſtant fell upon thoſe, Who ad the mark 
of the Beaſt, and had adored his image. The ſecond 
Angel poured out his via upon the Tea,” which berame 
like the blood of a dead man, ahd every living creatures 
died therein. The third "Angel poured vut his via upon 
the ſprings and rivers, and they were changed into blood. _ 
The Angel, that prefided over the fireams, then faid, 
Thon art juſt, O Lord, in thy judgments ; for they have 
- ſhed the blood of thy Saints and of thy Prophets, and 
thou io return haſt drenched them with blood: Yea, an- 
ſſwered another Angel from the altar, O Lord God Al 
mighty, true and juſt are thy Judgments, ©” The fourth - 
Angel poured. out his vial upon the fun, which became = 
thereupon. exceeding hot, and with its burning" rays 
ſcorched men to 4 Parched with the ptercing heat, - 
ſinners dlaſphemed God, and remained jnipenitent. The» 
th Angel poured out his vial upon the throne of the 
Beaſt, and his kingdom became dark. Bitter pains and 
wounds afflicted his wicked partizans z they blaſphemed 
the God of heaven; they gnawed their tongaes through © 
pain, but did not penance for their fins. "Phefixth' Au- 
| poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates, 
the waters of which were immediately dried up; and made 
an eaſy paſſage for the kings to march from the Eaſt; ' 
Then from the mouth of the Dragon, from the mouth = 
of the Breaſt, and from the month of the falſe Pro- 
4 Saint John ſaw three unclean Spirits coming out 
ike frogs. For the infernal Spirits mall work ſigns 
in thoſe days, going forth to gather the rs of the © 


whole earth to battle 4 gr hg at day of Almighty. 
all 7 ered together in one 


God, and they ſhall 

place, called Armagedon. The ſeventh Angel poured 

out his vial into the air, upon which a tremendous 
voice Was heard from the Temple, ſaying, It is done. 
Dreadful. flaſhes of lightning, mixed with loud claps 
of thunder, ſhot acroſs the ſky, and the earth ſhook : 
in ſuck. a manner, as had been never known before, 
The great city was ſplit into three parts, the _— | 
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xo he holy Fathers, 


_ ed with their fancied bappineſs. But death foon muſt 
break the lender thread of life, and diffalve: the charm, 
Tue myſtery; will be then unfolded ; th will clearly ' 
ſee, that 6,8 have toiled-thro? life to periſh in the end; © "* 
that by falſe pleaſures or by real evils they have ſorfeit- 
ed le 
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Ak the my i6rious prodipies already rel 
GR ohn LD he ſaw another Angel = 
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"3 ing umi ne” © 


ho pho age 7 

fog pt 1 b 
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of wat y men, who ſport gway tim heedleſs l 
the wil, chat lang ove them, Fall 1 the, preſent © 

' enjoyment, they think not of futurity, and fit enchant- * 
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n ie nr or raus 
illemined the earth, / Wich-s. mighty voios the wech 
She is fallen, the great Babylon is fallen; ſne is become 
the kabĩtation of devils, and the haunt of every unclean 


ſpirit. Of her poiſonous cup all the nations have drunk 


with her the kings of the earth have committed fornica- 
tion, and the merchants of the earth have been enriched > 
with her luxurious delicacies. Wherefore'go out from 


her, my people, ſaid another voice, fly from Babylon, 


leſt you become partaker of her fins and puniſhment. - 
For her ſins have reached unto heaven, and the Lord 
hath remembered her iniquities. Treat ber, as ſhe hath- 


treated yon; pay her double for all her works, and in 


the cup, which ſhe preſented to you, mingle unto ber 
the double of what ſhe gave. Multiply her ſorrows, and 
heap tormen'ts on her in proportion to her pride and 

wantonneſs, For ſhe ſaid in her beart, I fit a queen, 
and am no widow, and ſorrow I ſhall not ſee. She - 
therefore in a day ſhall find herſelf overwhelmed with 
plagues, with death, with mourning, and with famine, - 
and ſbe ſhall. be burnt with fire. The ſmoke of her de- 
ſtruction ſhall be ſeen from afar ; the *r of the earth, 
who were ſharers of her ſinful delights, ſhall weep and 
bewail themſelves over her. But the fear of ſharing in 
her torments ſhall keep them at a diſtance. They hall | 


8 


fland afar of; and exc/aim; Klas l alas l chat great, chat 


mighty city Babylon, how in an hour is thy judgment 


come! The merchants alſo of the earth ſhall weep and 
mourn over her; for no man ſhall there traffic any more. 


Her gold, her ſilver, her Ar her precious ſtones, her 
ſine innen, her purple filk and ſcarlet, her frankincenſe, 
her odoriſerous woods, and every other coſtly commo— 
dity, are periſhed with her. The pleaſures and magni- 
ficence of her. riches, in which ſhe formerly rioted, are 


now loſt, never more to be recovered, The pilots and 


the mariners, as they ſail along the ſea, ſhall look at a 
diſtance, and pointing at the P ace of her conflagration, _ 
fay, What city was ever equal to that city,” which © 
paured gut her riches into the boſom of the merchants + 
Ales ! how deſolate is ſhe become! How quickly is her 
greatneſs fallen! While the mariners, 2 b 
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and the kings of the earth thus: wept over the ſinful city. 
the citinens of heaven, the holy Apoſiles. and Prophets, 
were invited to rejoice for the judgment, God had paſſedd 
upon her. A ſtrong Angel ſtook up a huge tone, as it 
were a mill ſtone, and caſt it into the deep-ſea, ſaying, 
So ſhall the ou Babylon be:thrown: down, and appear 
no more. IT he ſouad of the harp: and flute ſhall no lon» 
ger hail che day of gladneſs in thee: in thee no artiſt 
all be found: the light of a lamp ſhall nat thine; nor 
ſhall the voice of the bridegroom and the bride any more 
be heard. For thy merchants were the princes of the 
earth, and by thy enchantments the nations have been: 
ſeduced; the blood af the Prophets, and of the ather 
Saints has been- there ſpi . 
{The-lamentations of the mariners, of the merchants, 
and kinga of the earth, weeping over the deſtruction of 
their favorite city. Babylon, are ſolemn, and expreſſive of 
the vanity. of all worldly greatneſs. They remember 
the good ings they had there enjoyed, and bemoan - 
their loſs :.. with deep regret they deplore their misfor- 
tune, not for having miſplaced their affeQions,: but for. 
being no p<) nd hho to enjoy, what they loved. Thus 
have the wi toiled, ſays the wiſe man, thus have 
they wearied themſelves in the path of iniquity 3 their 
pride aud their riches have profited: them nothing- A 
fools they erred from the way of truth; their hope va- 
niſhed in a moment, like the ſmoke, which is ſcattered 
beſore the wind. They paſſed their lives amidſt the 
plenty of good things upon earth, and in the twinkling 
of, an eye went down to hell. With unavailing tears 
they there ſhall weep, and in deſpair ſhall -gnaſh their 
teeth at the proſpect of evils, which ſhall never end. 
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157 the deſtruction of Babylon, the whole court of 
heaven, Saints and Angels, raiſed their melodious 


voices in finging Alleluias to cheir Almighty King, for 
the juſt judg men 


ts be had paſſed upon the great Rarlot. 
* * The E 
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Trae, His piercing eyes were as a ſlame of fire, and on 
his head were many diademe : his nobe was ſprink led 
Wich blood, bis nume'T'ne' Worp'op Gn. Cioched 
ia ſine linnen; White and clean, the oeleſtial 0 1 


13 aden e ere. From his mouth procteded 


Si 
* 


two-edged ſword, and on his 
bh as Written, Tar Kznc of 


ment and upon 
tos, AND THE 
Los os Loans! Then did Saint John fee an Angel 
Kandis in the ſun, and calling together the birds of the 
dir to feat upon the fleſh of the lain; For the inge 
cf the- earth, with the Beaſt at their head,” had Urau,n 
fg Their anmies together to make war a Him, who fat 
upon che horſe. The Beaſt and his falſe were 
. - then and caſt alive into the pool of fire burning with: 
brimſtone. The reſt were flain by the ſword'bf the Con- 
Lene, and their flesh devoured by the birds. 
When this ſcene was paſſed, an Angel deſcended from 
| heaven with the key the bottomleſs pit, and a _ 
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the Dia 
10 8 at, which is the devil and Satan, an — 
with the chain, caſt him into the bottom! 
+1>1 22 — ſhut him up for 4 thouſand years, that he 
might ſeduce the nations no more, till that time be ac- 


2e | Placed on ſeats then a — 
ſouls, who never had adored the Beaſt, nor rec E. 


mwark either on their foreheads or on their hands, but 
bad given their lives in teſtimony of Jefus Chriſt, with 
255 whom. they reigned a thouſand years till the ſecond re- 
ü „ when. they ſhall reveive their fall and com- 
ples happineſs in ſoul and body. ++ And when the thou - 
land years ſhall be — Satan ſhall be looſed 
— out of his priſon for a little while. He ſhall chen 
forth and rauſe to battle the nations, that lie in 
four quarters of the gl 
= the: ſea, their armies advanced, under the commgn 
0 'Gog" and Ma Pee to attac the : of the Saints, 
d/.to encompaſs the beloved: City, fire famed 
from heavey and I them e 
74 uced 


4. 


lobe. Innumerable, as the ſand 
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one, where" both the Beaſt and the falſe prophet ſhall 
de tormented day and night for ever and ever. 


te | ; y 

The dead had been ſummoned by a trumpet to riſe and 
to jadgment. He ſaw them ftanding before the 
e, the books were opened, and ſentence pronounc- 
© ed upon every one; according to his works. Hell and 
death were caſt into the lake of fire, and with them all 
the reſt, whoſe names were not written in the book of 
life. This is the ſrcond death. | 3 
II ig yet > that Saint ſohn in theſe lat 
of his revelations ſpeaks of that dreadful per- 
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,, 
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ſecntion, which thro' the power and inſtigation of the 


Devil ſhall be raiſed againſt the Chriſtian Church by 
Antichriſt, whom Saint Paul calls the man of in and 
ſion of perdition. Hence we find the Holy Fathers and 
ancient interpreters of the facred writings unanimous ia 
their opinion upon the three following points: 1“. 
2 Phat Antichriſt can be but one determinate- individual 
man; 2. That that individual Man will not till 
towards the end of the world ; 3“, That he mall not 
 . - reign under that denomination for any long time, 
namely but fur two and forty months. "Conſequently 
every application of theſe myſterious truths, calculated 
to ſupport any private doctrine or ome utes, is pure- 
ly arbitrary, and deftitate of all foundation both in 
bee + text of Scripture, and the writings of the Fathers, 
The meek ſpirit of chriſtianity, and fimplicity of the 
fit I ſurely cannot teach us to ſtrain the word of God, 
and diftort the obſcure myfteries of Prophecy to the pur- 
5 -of railing at one another. The Revelations of 
Zaint John are full of heavenly wiſdom ; in terms the moſt 
clear, they unfold many important and inſtructive truth 
which the moſt ig t may underſtand, and the moſt 
ſimple cannot be in. The majeſty of almighty. 
Soc, + and the power of Jeſus Chriſt, as it is deſexibed 
by Saint John, in the kingdom of his glory, the formi- 


dable 
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W Week et THE: 
dabie attempts, of Satan againſt the EleQ. of God, 
dreadful eve, radl of the laſt day, the eternal ewe 9 1 


o + 


the reptobate in 4 lake of fire and brimſtode, and the_ 


conſummate happiseſ of the Saints in 8. e 
pdnts, on which we may profitably employ our thoughts, 
and Which we cannot 750 attentive ide 
ground us ig the principles of true Chrittian knowledge, 
they teach us what to fear and hat to hope for, en, 
avinate” our faith and awaken our charity, they fix, 
oar choice aud direct our practice in the purpole of A 
60d life. Such is the fraje, which our lecke Lond. 
fires we ſhould” reap from the reaping. Of ie boly.. 
word, "leſt" the "reſtleſs \cares of this life engage our 
hearts, and expoſe our fouls to the danger of being un- 
aer overtaken by the lat day, gerte 
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AFTER the firſt heaven and the firſt earth and TC 

X had diſappeared, as Saint John, ſays they did, 
when the Judge ſeared himſelf in his throne to judge 
the world, he ſaw a new heaven and a new earth _ 
He ' ſaw the holy city, the new Jeruſglem coming down, . 
from God out of heaven, . decked with rich ornaments, 
like a bride prepared for the reception of her nov 3 
and he heard a voice from the throne ſaying, Behold. . 
the tabernacle of God with men, and he will dwell with, 
them: they ſhall be his people, and He dwelling in the 
midft of them ſhall be their God, He ſhall wipe away. 
the tears from their eyes, and death ſhall be no more:? 
nor ſhall mourning, nor ſighs nor ſorrow be any longer, 
far the former things have now an end. After that, one 
of the ſeven angels, who had the vials, came to, Saint 
John and raking him up in ſpirit. to a high mountain, 
thowed him the, heayenly Jeruſalem coming down out, 
of heaven ſroin'God. The baly City was crowned with. 


radiant light, che brightneſs of God himſelf, and the 


luſtre thereof was like to a precious ſtone. It was en- * 
e'ofed with a bigh wall, drawn in a.quadrangular form. 
Pa | 23 20 5 12 > \ - * | 6 0 : 
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2 pth on. every fide, .. The wall was by | 
twelve foundations, in which were engraven the names 
of the twelve Apeſtles. The City had twelve gates, and at 
the gates twelve Angels, three to the ealt, three to the 
north three to the ſouth, & three to the weſt: on the twelvs 
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of I. 
1,, 4 name on each gate. The Angel, who conyerL-.. 
ed with Saint John had in his hand a golden reed, with 
which he meaſured the city, the gates and the wall 
thereof, and the dimenſions of the city were twelve 
2 N nn of. 
iper, bat the city itſelf was of pure gold, tranſparent. 
_ as the r The foundations of the wall were 
ornamented with every ſort. of precious ſtone, and the 
twelve gates were ſo many pearls, each gate being made 
of one pearl. The ſtreets were paved with poliſhed gold, 
and the gates ſtood always open, it being one eternal 
day, which knew no night. The city had no need of 
the ſun or moon to enlighten it : ſor the Lamb was the 
lamp thereof, and the glory of God diffuſed a tranſcen- 
dent brightneſs thro* every part. Saint John ſaw no 
Temple therein: for the Lord God Alan and the 
Lamb were the Temple. Nothing defiled; ſhall. ever 
enter into that holy place; nothing can be _— 
there, which is tarniſhed with the leaſt ſpot of fin; no 
one enters, who has not his name firſt written in the 
book of life: From the throne of God and of the Lamb 
there flowed the river of life, of which the ſtreams were 
as Clear, as chryſtal. On each fide of the river and in 
the centre of the city grew the tree of liſe, bearing 
twelve fruits, yielding. its fruit every month; and its. 
leaves were to heal the nations. There ſhall be no curſe 
any more: but che throne of God and of the Lamb mall 
de eternally there, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve. him, 
They mall behold bim face to face; his name ſhall he 
written upon their foreheads, and they ſhall reign for 4 
ever and ever. After all theſe things had been ſhown, 
to Saint John by the Angel, Jeſus thus ſpoke to him; 
I have ſent my Angel to teſtify unto you theſe things, 
which muſt be done ſtwrily. I am the root, and the 
| | 0 offspring 
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ret of Divid, the bright and the mersiag kur- 


Behold, I come quickly 5 and my reward is with we , 


render to every one according to his works, I am 


and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the beginning and | 
ond; Bleſſed are er 


. blood of the Lamb, that they be worthy to enter 
into the city, and partake of the.tree of life.” 3 OY 


Such is the deſcription, which Saint Joha has given 
us of the heavenly Jeruſalem, and: ſuch EE pleaſng 
ure, thar Jeſus Chriſt has revealed of the — 

„ Which he has prepared for his Elect. Tho 


images are drawn in ſucn colours and with fuck materi. 
_ als, that while they place the objects bf our wiſhes with 


ſes, they give us an idea of 
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